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INTRODUCTION
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[BOYO, a skinny man in grey robes with light brown hair, stands at the railing of the large passenger caravel as it cuts its way across the Bay of Dragons.]

“Does the dreamer know he is in a dream?”

[Boyo shrugs.]

“Does the man in the dream know he is not real?

[Boyo gestures all around him.]

“Merrily, merrily, merrily, merrily, life is but a dream. Isn’t that how it goes? ‘We are living in a simulation!’ But don’t tell that to the fishies below us. Or the little crabbies scuttling about at the bottom, oblivious to everything but their algae supper. Al-jay...Al-jee? I don't know. What do crabs eat? Fungus, maybe. Fun-jee? Fun-guy? I’m a fun guy. That’s a silly word, innit? Fungus.

“Anyway, imagine all the life around us right now. Fishies, crabbies, Sir Bryan, the Bagwood Blighters, even those two backstabbing bastards.”

[At the ship's rear, the mercenary CAPTAIN IOSEF GRAEBNER whispers to AIVO ZVINELIS, a swordsman in Captain Sidonia’s mercenary company.]

“The Crystals dream up everything and everyone here for just this illusion. No one here knows they’re not real, and that as soon as these five hundred words run out, they’ll fade away, like fog on the fen. 

“No, I am the intruder in this little moving picture. I am the fungus...among us. And I saw your tweet and one-star review for the last book, DragonGurrl420! Do you know why I can’t just open a portal and follow Sir Bryan back into his world? The same reason you can’t pluck a fish from the ocean and drop him into a pond!

“I would explode. Or implode. Depending on the altitude.”

[Boyo makes a rude gesture at Captain Graebner and Aivo as the two men walk away.] 

“So what do I do, then? I’m a stranger in a very strange land. You’d think I’d be in an eternal state of boredom.

“No.

“I play. I use my magic to tweak.

“Minor things. Barely noticeable.”

[Boyo runs a hand through his dark brown hair.]

“When I was a boy, I always wanted red hair. I always wanted to be...gin-ger. So, in Sir Bryan’s time stream, when you see me as a boy, I have red hair. Just a little change. A tiny reward for saving the world.

[Boyo shrugs.]

“These time streams run alongside each other, never to meet. But, if you have the talent, you can jump from one to another.

[Boyo claps his hands.]

“Now, I must go. Turn the page, start the next chapter, and if I’m still around, poof! I’ll become an echo, consigned to the darkness. No, thank you, I don’t think so, not today.”

[Boyo pulls out a blackwood wand and opens a shimmering portal. He steps through it.]

“I thought I was just a survivor, but I’m not. I’m a winner. That’s who I am. Chronomancer victorious. Off now to new adventures across time and space.”

[Boyo bows, then waves at you as the portal closes around him.]

———
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THE KNIGHTING OF SIR TEDDY
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After crossing the Bay of Dragons, Sir Bryan’s caravan resupplied overnight in the fortified mining town of Skala Branhold.

“Is Teddy a knight, like you?” Nijyll asked Sir Bryan as the old knight slid into the driver’s seat of the lead wagon.

“No, Nijyll.” Sir Bryan said. “Teddy is my squire.”

The young boy held up the teddy bear.
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