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            Synopsis

          

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              
        Leon: Hey Carly, I need a favor…

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Star: Sorry, wrong number!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Leon: There’s this thing on Christmas Eve…

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Star: Wrong number! 😊

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Leon: I need a date…

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Star: I said, wrong. Number.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Leon: Thought you’d like to go with me?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Star: You don’t take no for an answer.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Leon: Nope.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Star: No text to lovers crap, got it?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Leon: What if we’re soulmates?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Star: I doubt it but at least it’ll be an adventure!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Leon: I’ll make sure it’s a night you never forget! 😉

      

      

      

      

      

      
        
        This Christmas Eve join NHL’s dream boat center, Leon Broussard, as he convinces small town pre-school teacher, Star Light, that just because they don’t know each other, doesn’t mean they can’t fall in love… Or get snowed in, in the swankiest hotel in all of New York City!
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        * * *

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Dedication

          

        

      

    

    
      If you love a sexy, sweet, Christmas story, this one is for you!

      Merry Christmas
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CHAPTER 1


          

          
            Star

          

          DECEMBER 13TH

        

      

    

    
      
        
          
            
              
        Unknown: Carly, it’s Leon, I need you on Christmas Eve. Let me know if you’re free.

      

      

      

      

      

      Staring down at my phone, it’s obvious this isn’t meant for me. The name Carly is the first hint. Coming from a man, is the second. The possibility of being asked out, is the third.

      I’m a twenty-three-year-old virgin, probably the oldest in existence, and the only one who’s never even been kissed let alone on a date.

      And so the conundrum begins.

      To answer or not.

      
        
          
            
              
        Unknown: Come on Carls, I know you’ve read it.

      

      

      

      

      

      Well, I guess that’s my answer.

      
        
          
            
              
        Me: Hi, I think you have the wrong number. No one named Carly here, just boring old Star.

      

      

      

      

      

      After I hit send, I want to smack my own head. Boring old Star? Idiot. When I see the read marker under my message and he doesn’t message back, I close my phone and toss it on the bed near my hip.

      Staring through the skylight above my bed, counting stars, I wonder if I’ll ever meet the man of my dreams. My parents have that epic, can’t breathe, can’t eat, can’t sleep, love so strong, nothing could tear them apart kind of relationship.

      One I want.

      Once I moved back home at the end of summer, they immediately went on a worldwide traveling adventure. Something I’ve dreamed of doing since I was a small girl. I was invited to go with them, take a year off after I’d finished college, but like them, I wanted to go with my soul mate.

      My entire life, I’ve never left Westchester County, staying mostly in my hometown of Scarsdale, except for when I attended college in White Plains and traveling to New Rochelle once in a blue moon for a change of pace.

      I’ve been looking for an adventure my entire life and I’ve yet to find even an ounce of one anywhere close. The saddest part about living in New York state is I’ve never even been to Manhattan.

      Just once I’d like to be the girl asked on a date or get lost in the mountains and find some sexy mountain man like in the novels I read. Instead, I’m boring old Star. Destined for loneliness and to become some crazy cat lady in the next ten years. I ignore my vibrating phone down by my leg and continue to wallow in self-pity until curiosity gets the best of me.

      
        
          
            
              
        Unknown: Can’t be boring with a name like Star 😉

      

      

      

      

      

      So he’s a flirt.

      
        
          
            
              
        Me: My life story says otherwise.

      

      

      

      

      

      Why am I doing this to myself?

      I’m a glutton for punishment. It’s the only thing to make sense.

      
        
          
            
              
        Unknown: Tell me about it…

      

      

      

      

      

      Who even is this guy?

      
        
          
            
              
        Me: It’s boring. I’m boring.

      

      

      

      

      

      If he only knew how boring, he’d stop texting me. Maybe he gets his kicks this way? Number neighboring his way through some phone list and having fun teasing girls with interest.

      Even as I think it, I know how ridiculous I’m being. Doesn’t stop the deprecating thoughts from surfacing however. I simply can’t help it.

      
        
          
            
              
        Unknown: Tell me something. Anything at all.

      

      

      

      

      

      Is this guy for real?

      
        
          
            
              
        Me: Ur very pushy!

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Unknow: I am.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Me: I don’t like it.

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Unknown: Fair. How old are you?

      

      

      

      

      

      That’s bold. I want to leave him hanging but now I’m wondering the same thing about him.

      Crap.

      I’m getting interested.

      
        
          
            
              
        Me: Early 20’s. U?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Unknown: 32. What do you do?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Me: Ur getting very personal here…

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Unknown: How else do you get to know someone?

      

      

      

      

      
        
          
            
        Me: U were looking for another girl!

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Me: Y in the world would u want to know me then?!

      

      

      

      
        
          
        Me: This is ridiculous. I’m going 2 bed.

      

      

      

      

      

      Shutting my phone off, I don’t wait for some weird reply. He’s a player. Has to be. There’s no other reason he’d be looking for one girl only to start asking about me.

      This is why I’m single.

      Okay, not completely, but one reason.

      Another is living in a small city means I tend to know most everyone and those I don’t, know those I do. Everyone has dated everyone around here and it feels a bit like double dipping your nachos in queso at the office Christmas party.

      Gross.

      I shudder thinking about the dating pool around me. Slim pickings if you ask me.

      And now I want nachos.

      Rolling over, I shut the light off and smother myself in my blanket. Needing a break from my own head, I fall into a restless sleep, waking up in the morning more tired than when I went to sleep.
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