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Power does not corrupt because it is rare.

It corrupts because it is human.

Given to one, it tyrannizes.

Given to all, it dares us to believe we are gods.
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Vanessa

“Good morning Simon, I’d like to thank you for taking the time to speak with me and give the public an insight into how crazy your life has been.”

Simon

“No need to thank me, I’m just making sure people fully understand my take on things and know that I’ve always had the best of intentions.”

Vanessa

“Before we dig into your intentions and the actions you’ve taken to showcase them, I’d like to explore your upbringing first.”

Simon

“That sounds fine.”

Vanessa

“When were you born and where did you grow up?”

––––––––
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Simon

“I was born May 3rd, 1984 in Buffalo, Wyoming. But my parents raised me and my brother in Sheridan, because my father bought a farm there.”

Vanessa

“Was that the farm you’d later use to house your cult?”

Simon

:I didn’t have a cult, it was a community of people that wanted a better life and to be treated properly. But no, that was not the farm I used to house my community and its members.”

Vanessa

“Community rather than a cult, my mistake.”

Simon

“People commonly get it mixed up with a cult because of their personal opinions on me, but this is a community.”

Vanessa

“Back to your upbringing, have your parents been together a long time?”

Simon

“They got married two years before my brother was born, so they’ve been married 44 years and together for longer. My entire life they’ve been together and stayed faithful to one another.”

Vanessa

“How did your parents raise you and your older brother?”

Simon

“We were raised in a christian household and my parents took us to church each Sunday, our house was filled with God. My parents raised us to have faith that God would work things out and we’d get to heaven if we were good boys. Most things revolved around God and oftentimes it seemed like God was the one parenting us.”

Vanessa 

“Were you and your brother good boys or did your problems begin at a young age?”

Simon

“For those first few years as a young and dumb kid, I was definitely a good boy. But as I got older it dawned on me that my faith in God was really my parents and that changed me a lot. The good boy I thought I was, never actually existed and they used faith to lie to us. I wouldn’t say anything I’ve exhibited has been a problem, just hard for others to understand and that usually qualifies as an issue.” 

Vanessa 

“After you began to question your faith and why your parents made such a big deal out of God. What was the relationship like between you and them?”

Simon 

“I was confused to begin with and then I slowly got angry with them, because I couldn't understand why they would lie. But my mother sat me down and explained their faith, then told me why they pushed me into it. Although I still didn’t agree with their actions, I now understood their reasoning. So once my mother helped me get everything that was going on, our relationship went back to being good and I no longer questioned my parents.” 

Vanessa 

“Was the relationship with your brother good as well?”

Simon 

“Yes, my brother was my best friend growing up and till this day he’s my right hand.”

Vanessa 

“So at home things were generally happy and you had a good upbringing?”

Simon 

“My home was always happy, even when I didn’t quite understand what was happening within it. My upbringing was great, my household was welcoming and my other relatives were amazing. Home was my favorite place to be.”

Vanessa 

“Outside of your friendship with your older brother, did you have any other friends as a child?”

Simon

“I didn’t have any friends of my own, but my brother did bring me along with him whenever he hung out with his friends. Children never really liked me as a boy and oftentimes they’d pick on me. Other than the times I spent hanging with my brother, I was by myself and it wasn’t always out of choice.”

Vanessa 

“Why do you think the kids were picking on you?”

Simon

“As I didn’t understand my parents' faith in God and how they could follow someone that didn’t exist, the children in my community didn’t understand me. I was strange to them and they thought it better to stay away from me, then to get an understanding of who I was. The kids picked on me because they were inadequate and obviously being raised by non-intellectuals.”

Vanessa 

“Were they also picking on you in school?”

Simon

“That’s where it happened the most and it was easy for them to do, since the teachers were lacking in skills. Our teachers barely knew anything and they barely paid us any attention, everybody was just collecting a paycheck.”

Vanessa 

“How did the children picking on you play with your mental health?”

Simon 

“At first it just hurt to have so many people hate me for no reason and then as time went on I began to see things clearly. I was seeing the world for the first time and those kids picking on me helped me reach this realization. I finally figured out that when someone or an entire group doesn’t understand something or someone, they exile them. If you don’t fit into a certain category and conform to other people’s nonsense, then you’ll be deemed unworthy of companionship. In my case not only did they not understand me, but I was too far to advance for them to stand next to me. My destiny was greater than theirs and if I had made friends with them, I never would’ve become the man you see.”

Vanessa 

“At any point in time as a child, did the bullying force you to develop a hatred towards the world?”

Simon

“Yes, but then I grew up and started to understand people. The world didn’t deserve to be hated and the people didn’t deserve it either, everybody just needed guidance. People were running loose and all they needed was to be taught the right way. I learned quickly that hatred gets you nowhere and you’ll regret it later.”

Vanessa 

“Once you came to the realization that people needed help and guidance, I’m assuming you felt it was your job to provide that. Was this when your taste for control started?”

Simon

“I would never call it control, since my goal is to help improve people’s lives and provide them with better paths. But if you're asking me when I decided it was my duty to give people guidance, then yes this was the time it started.”

Vanessa 

“In a brief statement you made a few years ago, you said that a child’s game gave you your path to greatness. But you never said which game it was and I’d like to know what game you were referring to.”

Simon

“The game was Simon says, it was my favorite game and you can probably guess why. Having a lot of kids do as I said simply because of my name, was quite fun. But it did make me want more and I saw an opportunity to lead groups of people into better choices.”

Vanessa 

“A simple game like Simon says, made you aware of your path towards improving people’s lives and somehow bettering the world?”

Simon 

“Not right away, it took a few years for me to see this and a lot of thinking. But yes, this simple game showed me a way to lead a community and save people.”

Vanessa 

“You say save people as if you’re some sort of super hero or a god, like you were put on this Earth to single handedly fix it. Did playing this game make you feel some sort of God-like power as a young boy?”

Simon

“God could never do what I did and that's to lead people. I wasn’t some made up man, with stories people used to scare their children and I actually came when people called. I had no powers and if I did they definitely wouldn’t be God-like, I’m just a man. A man who saw people in need of a real leader and took actions to become that.”

Vanessa 

“Do you believe in God or any kind of higher power?”

Simon

“I believe the world has many things in it that we’ll never see and things beyond our reach, but there is no magical man in the sky. There are naive and unguided people in the world, looking to be led by something or someone. I don't believe in God or any other made up person, but I do believe the world is yet to be fully uncovered.”

Vanessa 

“Before we enter our first section and actually begin this interview, I’d like to ask one more question. Who is Simon Jones?”

Simon 

“A guide to a better place and the man everybody should be taking advice from. The media would want you to believe I’m an evil man, but I just want to help and nobody else is trying to help. Someone has to take charge and that’s what I did, people just weren’t ready yet. I am a leader, an intellectual and the door to a new world.”



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Chapter One: The Silver Chosen





















[image: ]




Vanessa 

“In this first section we’ll be exploring your process of creating the Silver Chosen and how the community first started out. I’d like to start off with why you believed guiding a community in any way was a job only you could do?”

Simon

“As a young boy I convinced my brother to leave his faith for god behind and allow me to guide into a better life. He listened to me attentively and valued my every word. Although he’s my brother and siblings generally follow one another. I still felt like I had the power to cleanse people of their naive habits and follow an actual path. As the years went on, I was able to convince some of my brother's friends to follow me and be rid of their parents' forced faith. Even though the kids were relatively easy to convince, it still gave me the confidence to try as my life went on. I didn’t see anyone else doing that or providing a better outlook on life, so it seemed like my duty to guide everybody.” 

Vanessa 

“How old were you when the idea of creating a community sparked in your mind?”

Simon

“I was 16 years old and my girlfriend at the time was running wild with other boys. She clearly needed guidance, as did they and I thought it’d be a good idea to guide everyone as a group. It’s much easier to improve people when there’s multiple listening at once and spreading the word among others.”

Vanessa 

“Before we go further into the Silver Chosen, I’d like to know why you consider it to be a community and why you think the media sees it as a cult?”

Simon

“The media always twists things worse than they ever were or could’ve been and the government often tells them to. The government doesn’t want people to succeed and understand that they don’t have to live the way they do. So they encourage the media to talk down on good people and their organizations. I don’t consider it a community, it just is one and that’s because of the unity my members have. We work together for a better future and welcome each other in flaws or not.”

Vanessa 

“Why did you think creating your own community would work out?”

Simon

“I had real faith that people would want change for themselves and for the world. Someone is always looking for a family and an opportunity to better themselves, so I gave them one.”

Vanessa 

“Were you taking inspiration from anybody while creating your community?”

Simon

“I wouldn’t call it inspiration, but I did use other things like churches to figure out what not to do. My goal was not to lead people by using a mythical being to coerce them into being their best selves. I wanted people to actually get better because they wanted to and lead them using facts, along with keeping them in the real world. I wasn’t inspired by anything I saw because none of it was real, but I did use other religions to guide myself in the right direction. Nothing I saw was worth being inspired by and it was clear that people needed something real.”
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