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      “Take off her blindfold.”

      The voice that echoed in Milla Langley’s ears was one she didn’t know, but there was no mistaking its strange familiarity. She heard movement in the room before they removed the cloth from her head.

      She blinked a few times, her vision blurry. As the haze dissipated, she found herself meeting the gaze of a tall, slender, but fit woman. She dressed sharply, with tailored pants and a leopard-printed shirt that exposed her collarbones. The pendant that hung from her neck was that of a skull—the symbol of the wicked Altieri family.

      Milla panicked internally and swallowed hard. The woman leaned down further, bringing a gloved hand to rest beneath her chin. Her probing green eyes bored into Milla before scrutinizing her like she was an object up for some shady auction. Her lips curved into a smirk once she was done.

      “So what do you think, Alessandra?” a salt and pepper-haired older woman asked.

      Milla craned her neck around the person before her, attempting to get a look at the exceptionally gorgeous woman in a chair situated behind an opulent desk. Her heart leaped into her throat and she momentarily struggled to breathe. It was Cora, the leader of one of the most notorious mafia clans in the country. She was almost literally the devil, but deliciously dangerous, irresistible …

      And also the scorned ex of Milla’s mother. Cora and Nadine shared a few years of intense passion—before Nadine abandoned her for another family and left her life in the mafia world behind. If only her parents were more responsible and tried to rein in their reckless gambling habits, then their only daughter wouldn’t be at the mercy of her mother’s corrupt former lover.

      But now it was far too late.

      None of this was Milla’s fault, but now she would be the one to pay dearly for it. She was away at a university out of the state, but one day, a black vehicle arrived at her dorm and some FBI-looking guys stormed into her room. They caught her just as she was heading to her mid-afternoon class and promptly informed her that she was to withdraw from college and would be transported back to Manhattan, effective immediately.

      And now she was here, kneeling submissively on an overpriced tacky rug in a lavish office, her eyes locked warily on Cora’s righthand woman, Alessandra.

      “I think she will do quite nicely if I do say so myself,” she answered, turning to face her boss. “Quite the specimen we’ve trapped in our little net.”

      “Hey, let me look at her!” said another voice, this one more airy than smooth.

      Milla managed to tear her gaze away from Alessandra long enough to gape at the blond woman and her words. Her stomach churned as the woman rose from the leather couch nearby. As she came closer, Milla noticed her shocking blue eyes and cheeks dusted with freckles. Her face structure was blatantly Italian, but she was likely of Scandinavian descent. She squatted before Milla, her animal-print pants and tight tank top hugging her thin but also muscled form. Despite her almost sweet demeanor, she was a skilled hitwoman—and not one to be trifled with.

      “Do you like what you see, Amber?” Cora queried, finally standing. “Think Nadine’s daughter will sing for us like the good little bird she is?”

      Amber traced a thumb across Milla’s cheek and lingered near her parted lips. “I can’t wait to see what this fuckable mouth of hers can do.”

      “Back off, you two. Let Mother take a better look at her payment,” a fourth, huskier voice groused.

      “Aw, you’re no fun, Camille,” whined Amber, releasing her grip.

      Milla’s eyes drifted to the side, fear stopping her from turning away from Amber’s grasp. This woman towered over the others, her muscles emphasized from her far too snug tank top. A giant of a human, Camille was Cora’s bodyguard. She radiated pure sexual energy, her tanned and broad form honed from years of rigorous exercise and a strict diet. A scar cut across her face, but it only added to her breathtaking appearance.
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