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      This book, first published in 1932, is “a course of private lessons given to his personal pupils.” Dr. Raleigh explains and interprets symbols, which he called “nature’s universal language.” He shows how “God geometrizes” to produce the universe and man, and points out that in understanding himself, man understands the universe. Symbols discussed are: the circle, the line, the triangle, the cross, the swastika, the diamond, the pentagram, the hexagram, the seven-pointed star, the cube, the sphere, and squaring the circle.
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          The Circle

        

      

    

    
      The CIRCLE has from the earliest antiquity been employed as the symbol for Eternity and Unity. The CIRCLE is a line beginning at a point and traveling in a curve until it returns to the same point. Consequently, it has no beginning and no end.

      It is for this reason employed as the symbol of Eternity – Eternity being in the strict sense of the word, beginningless and endless. Everlasting is not eternal for the reason that a thing may have a beginning although having no end, but that which is eternal is without beginning and without end. For this reason the circle, which is geometrically the same as Eternity in time, is employed as the symbol of Eternity.

      Again, the Circle is employed to symbolize the Universe for the Universe is without beginning and without end in space, there being no point where it begins and none where it ends: that is to say, there is nothing outside of the Universe. It includes all things within its own compass and therefore, it is symbolized by the Circle.

      Again, the Circle is used to symbolize Fate or Necessity – as there is no beginning and no end and as the Circle of Necessity revolves, sooner or later, the Point comes. Further, it symbolizes repetition in history, all things repeating themselves from time to time, as the revolving returns to the same point.

      It also symbolizes the cyclical law, for as the wheel turns the cycle returns again. Thus a new cycle begins, the cycle here being symbolized by each turn of the wheel, and so all through Nature we find this continual repetition of the cyclical law.

      The Circle is also used as a symbol of Unity, representing the one which contains all things within itself. Differentiation is caused by the energy going in two directions, but as long as Unity is preserved, the circular form must remain.

      It will be quite possible to realize the reason for using the Circle as the symbol of Unity when we understand that it is formed by reason of the circling of forces round its center of gravity, the center of gravity here being an imaginary point in the middle of the Circle equally distant from each part of the Circle. In this sense the Circle is the form which energy assumes as it circles around its center of gravity. In other words, it is the figure of the whirl, and as all things in the Universe originate in a whirl, in the whirl which goes to form the Universe, it will, therefore, be seen that the Circle symbolizing the whirl, must perfectly represent the first creative impulse. It thus becomes the symbol of Creation, but each whirl expressing a given fiat, which is in turn the expression of an idea. The Circle is the expression in form of that idea. It is the Circle which the idea takes, giving the circular motion of substance under the influence of the energy imparted by the idea. It, therefore, represents Creation by the idea, likewise the Creation of a single form by a single idea, in other words, specific as opposed to general creation.

      It must not be assumed that the Circle has simply been employed in an arbitrary manner as the symbol of Creation and Unity; on the contrary, the creative idea cannot possibly express itself in any other form than that of the Circle.The whirl being the first motion growing out of the idea, the fiat continues to whirl the substance under the energizing impulse of that idea, therefore, Creation must always be through the whirl. As energy operates upon substance through the whirl, it must at all times describe a Circle. As long as that Circle is maintained, no variation of the creative impulse is possible, hence simple creation must be the result. In order for differentiation of manifestation to take place, it is necessary that the motion should be altered from the Circle to some variation corresponding to the new form. Therefore, the Circle symbolizes Creation and Unity, it being the circular character of the motion which maintains the integrity of the creation, thus guaranteeing the undifferentiated expression. As this circular motion is maintained the tendency is to draw the energy acted upon this motion to that point where the velocity is the greatest. In other words, there is one direction of force represented by a whirling point. All substance responding in the slightest degree to this whirling point is at right angles to the same, but by reason of the whirl, is drawn after it, thus forming converging lines, resulting in so many currents of force flowing in the direction of, or gravitating to the whirling point  –  the result being a stream ever flowing toward the center, and at the same time, moving in the direction of the central stream. This stream of energized substance is, therefore, crowding on that point of greatest energy, at the same time being guided in its whirl by that force. The result is, the center around which the energy is whirling becomes deserted, the substance all flowing outward from the center of force, the attraction of the center of force being sufficient to maintain the center of substance, resulting in the formation of a ring. Thus the Kosmic activity must express itself in a series of rings. It is utterly impossible for any homogeneous motion to manifest anything through form. For this reason the Circle has been employed as the symbol for the homogeneous, and as the substance will continue to whirl in this form until differentiation takes place, it will logically follow that the continuity of the first whirl must always perpetuate the circular form. The Circle consequently symbolizes the symbol of Unity and that of Continuity being the foundation of Eternity. Likewise, as there is no point in a Circle stronger than another, as the energy is active at all points alike, we have no beginning , no energizing point, but the entire Circle is gradually energizing itself. Thus, we have an idea of Eternity, as something inter-active as well as self-active.

      The Circle has been used to symbolize Creation because Creation is through circular motion; to symbolize Eternity because Eternity is a Circle having no beginning; and to symbolize Unity because the Circle is a unit of motion, as the expression of unity of ideas.

      Likewise, the Circle has been used as the symbol of God (of Deity); and why? Because Deity is self-derived, is not dependent upon another, but has its center of gravity within itself, the beginning point of the Divine being in himself, not in another. His motion is around a vacuum; that is, he does not revolve around anything else, but only around that which is not. God is his own center of gravity. For this reason He is symbolized by the Circle. Divine Energy must always flow in a circular form. Like-wise, all manifestations of Divinity as so many circles revolving around the Divine Center, at the same time revolving within the Divine circumference. Divinity is consequently described as a Circle whose center is everywhere and whose circumference is nowhere.

      The Circle again represents the Universe as the Macrocosm, likewise each manifestation as the Microcosm. Again, every manifestation of the manifestation becomes circular. Thus we see the circular motion ever the manifestation of the homogeneous.

      One form of the Circle is a serpent with its tail in its mouth. The serpent is not a natural circle, but is ordinarily aline and having beginning and end, thus representing the Law of Opposites, but when he swallows his tail the two opposites are brought together, are swallowed up by each other, or more usually one of the opposites is swallowed by the other. Thus in the conjunction of opposites, we have balance, which again expresses itself in the Circle. Life everlasting is thus secured through the merging of the two homogeneous activities. In other words, the heterogeneous is swallowed up in the homogeneous, thus bringing differentiation back into Unity. The end is swallowed up in the beginning, thus beginninglessness and endlessness are made possible, but there is this difference between the two circles; the true circle is an ever expanding manifesting Circle, while the Serpent Circle becomes a contracting circle. It is the return to Unity; it is differentiation swallowing itself. This reuniting is Unity. The true Circle symbolizes evolution; the Serpent Circle involution: (and in some instances devolution). It is the retrograde motion, which returns back; the throw back, in other words. It is for this reason that the Serpent swallowing its tail has ever been associated with the idea of Unity among those philosophers and religionists, who originated the Divine Unity and undertook by their own power to bring Unity out of diversity, this being the usurpation of the Divine prerogative by man; consequently it must result in the expression of the destructive principle of nature. The Serpent Circle is, therefore, ever the symbol of the destructive, inversive Magi, while the true Circle is the symbol of the expansive, eternal, creative unity, coming forth from the Divine Center. However, it does not symbolize manifestation in the sense of differentiation, but rather the direct creation of one thing from a single idea.
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      The LINE represents motion in two opposite directions. It is, consequently, the geometrical presentation of the Law of Opposites, the Circle representing Unity, due to motion in one direction. One motion will always move in a circle, but when two opposite motions are introduced, we have the Line.

      We should realize that when a Circle begins to move outward at the antipodes, it will gradually put forth two points which will, in time draw out into a line. Thus, the Line is motion moving from the center outward in two directions, thus forming two streams running at right angles to each other. These two streams are the result of the antagonistic vibratory impulses. Thus we have the introduction of the Law of Opposites moving right and left, the principles of duality instead of that of unity, represented by the figure “2” instead of “1.”

      What is it that causes the Law of Opposites? What causes this dual motion; these two directions of vibration? It is due to the two principles in nature, the electro-magnetic differentiation. If there were only one principle undifferentiated, then there would be the continual circle, but when we have introduced these two principles, the electrical and magnetic, we have the positive and negative poles. These two principles move in opposite directions. Thus we have the LINE.

      The LINE is really made up of atoms moving in a continuous stream, or it would be more proper to say, they move in two continuous streams, for they do not move from one end to the other, but from the center to both ends. The Line is thus like the preacher’s prayer, which commences in the middle and goes both ways. It is the positive and negative principles. All life  –  all existence  –  is the manifestation of these two forces.

      The Sex principle is here represented by this line, the masculine and feminine operative throughout all nature as well as in the individual. Wherever we see straight lines of force we may know that we are observing the operation of the Law of Opposites. It is the great universal antagonism, the great controversy that is operative throughout all time and space, the antagonism between these two natural forces. The struggle expresses itself in two directions. We have here the extremes of good and evil. Good is that which unites; evil is that which separates. They are two principles working everywhere. Good is that principle in nature which makes for righteousness; evil is the reverse; but the Line illustrates the two directions and shows them to be simply the effects of motion in these two directions.

      The natural consequence of all manifestation is expression. The Zoroastrian doctrine of the two principles, good and evil, is shown by the Line; the Ormuzd and Ahriman, the eternal principle of good and evil. But there is another point of Theology that is illustrated by the Line. In the old Zend religion when we go back far enough, we find that Ormuzd and Ahriman are both emanations from one being. Ahriman is not a creation of Ormuzd, but is co-eternal with him and they are both emanations from one source. Thus we have in the first Divine aspect neither good nor evil; there is no such thing as moral differentiation, but on the contrary the two are perfectly united in one, or rather are unmanifest, undifferentiated. We have in this first Divine aspect a being who is neither good nor evil. Now, he sends forth the good emanation which is Ormuzd, a being whose nature is essentially good. Ahriman on the contrary is another emanation whose nature is essentially evil. These are the two expressions of one and the self-same spirit. Those manifestations must express themselves through differentiation. Now, this doctrine is perfectly represented by the Line, for it has two emanations going forth from the circle, the circle being the principle of unity having no quality save and excepting that of circularity. When the two impulses are imparted we have the energy going forth, the two impulses – the two emanations; thus imparted we have the energy going forth, thus drawing out the circle into a line. The Line is simply the extension from the point in the middle and is capable of infinite extension. Good and evil may thus be developed ad infinitum, and yet the farther they go in their development the farther apart they become. We see the fallacy of the idea that one may become good by doing evil – the doctrine of doing evil that good may result. Good can never result from evil for the reason that evil is traveling in a geometrically opposite direction to good. Thus the end of the line, which represents the point of development, is continually receding farther from the center. Thus the one who is doing evil, is going farther and farther from the one who is doing good. The Line does not describe a circle no matter how far it goes, but is continually lengthening at right angles to the other end. The eternal opposition is thus going on and all further manifestation must, in the nature of things, be dependent upon this opposition. Not only is this true of the one who is doing a good, but also an evil, for it must be borne in mind that good and evil are really Kosmic Principles. They are not simply actions. Actions are but the expression of these Kosmic Principles. The Gods, Ormuzd and Ahriman, are not persons, but personifications of natural powers. As such they are to be understood as being powers actually operative in nature, forces, energies in fact. They are in reality the electro-magnetic force expressing itself in the form of moral relations and in order to understand this connection it must always be borne in mind that the only real basis of morality or immorality is in the attitude toward that which is neither moral nor immoral, toward that which transcends all moral relations. This great mystery, the mystery of ethics, is thus solved in the LINE. It is not true that there is political ethics or utilitarian ethics or anything of that kind. The basis of ethics is shown to be the relation of the relative to the absolute. Were there no absolute code of ethics, there could be no ethical foundation, for everything relates to the undifferentiated, to the circle, the unity, the Divine Oneness.

      When we come to consider this matter, we can understand why it is that there have been ethical systems galore and yet no unity, no agreement, no harmony. It is because they have failed to recognize the central principle of unity to the foundation for all expression. The relative must ever be viewed in relation to the absolute. Good and evil are, therefore, two kinds of forces operative in the Universe, ever antagonistic and their antagonism is due to the fact they are the same force moving in two opposite directions under the impulse of the one principle in its two-fold aspect.

      Light and darkness, another pair of opposites, are simply two different kinds of motion. Darkness is not the absence of light any more than light is the absence of darkness. They are two kinds of vibration, they are at right angles to each other. Not that we are to understand that they move through space at right angles, for the Line applies to a great many more things than simply space. Wherever there are two motions at right angles they are represented by the Line and when we use the term right angles here, we simply mean two opposite aspects.

      Paracelsus taught that darkness was due to the radiation of certain dark stars, which radiated darkness just as the ordinary stars radiate light and the fool scientists have supposed he meant what he said, that he meant literally to claim that there were stars radiating darkness. This shows how ridiculous it is for physicists to attempt to explain the teachings of mysteries. What Paracelsus meant was that darkness had a source quite as definite as light; that it was a positive quality and not a mere negative one. It is a radiation; that is, it is the expression of a certain motion and when we have come to realize this we will then understand why it is that darkness has its occult influence the same as light, that is, quite as definite as light, being just the reverse. Also we speak of spiritual darkness because it is the expression of the other end of the line than spiritual light. Spiritual light is not used simply as a term to represent good. It is good, and spiritual darkness, as the opposite of light or good, is positively evil. These expressions could not be otherwise. They perfectly illustrate the real truth concerning the matter.

      Heat and Cold, all those other opposites are seen to be merely opposing vibratory forces, vibration going in two different directions, thus becoming the source of the two-fold manifestation, the course of emanation in this particular respect. When it acts in another way it becomes the Sex Principle, thus male and female constituting another aspect of emanation, another pair of opposites. When this becomes specialized in organic beings it becomes the Sex Energy and the means unto the perpetuation of the race.

      Wherever we turn we see the expression of this two-fold vibrating force, which is in fact, the Law of Opposites, the Electro-Magnetic, Positive and Negative principle, which principle is the cause of the dual activities of the Universe – the two-fold aspect of Nature is but the expression of the Law of Opposites, the Eternal Two, symbolized by the LINE. Here we have Nature not as a unit, but as a duality, as the positive and negative poles. This dual force emanating in two directions, thus becomes the means of extending the Unity ad infinitum.

      Until the positive-negative, the electro-magnetic, differentiation by emanation begins, no other emanation can take place. This must be the first step in the direction of manifestation. Thus we have presented to us the beginning of creation by emanation. It is this that is symbolized by the LINE because it is the LINE.
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      The TRIANGLE symbolizes the Law of Balance, and is geometrically the equal of the Number “3.” The Law of Opposites, in the Triangle, is balanced, thus making Deity. It is in this sense that it is said that in the trinity duality becomes unity , the three in one, and one in three.

      As we learned in the previous lesson, all force divides itself into the positive and negative, or rather the electrical and magnetic, which are mutually positive and negative. We have, then, first a positive and second a negative, expressing themselves in two directions of force. Vibrating in these two directions, the Line is produced, due to the repulsion of force from a central point going outward in two directions. As long as these two vibratory impulses are all that are operative, we have the Line, but there is a third, which is neutral, being neither positive nor negative, or more properly speaking, being both positive and negative. This becomes the balancing force, the binding, interlacing, attaching principle, which instead of repelling the two principles, forms the center, draws them in to the center. In one sense it is, therefore, true that this is really the negative principle, whereas, the other two are both positive, one being positively electrical and the other positively magnetic. This third is negative both to the electrical and to the magnetic.

      The first and second are centrifugal, the third is centripetal. Thus we have this neutral principle, which is negative to both the electrical and the magnetic, which draws in everything to its center. In this way, we have the uniting of the two forces, their balancing in a common center, so that this union is made possible. When they unite in the common center, they thus accomplish the balancing of the other opposing forces, becoming one.

      We have this repeated in the divine name, the “Yod” being the electrical principle and “He” the magnetic principle. These two principles are thus in opposition, but the “Vau,” a nail, an attachment, a fastening, unites the two; thus they become one.

      Why does the Triangle symbolize this union, this interlacement? First, imagine a point emanating two opposing forces; one will go to the right, the other to the left, and, as a matter of fact, the right hand is the electrical and the left hand the magnetic pole in man and everything else. A current of electricity is streaming to the right and a current of magnetism to the left, from this common point, thus forming a line at right angles. Now, place another point opposite the central point of this line, but in advance of it, and some distance away, sufficiently far in advance of the line to equal the length of the line, because this is to be negative to both these forces. The attractive power must be as great and no greater than is the repulsive power of the other point; thus you advance your balancing point far enough to equal the length of the line. It, therefore, attracts the force at the two ends of the line, with equal power. By reason of this attraction the force is deflected from the regular path and caused to flow in the direction of this attraction. We have, therefore, force flowing in right angles from the central point, deflected from this right angle path in such a way as to flow inward to a point corresponding to that point from whence it first flowed, in the right angled path, drawn to this point by reason of the attraction which is equal both for the electrical and the magnetic. Thus we have a perfect triangle formed by the activity of these three forces. The electrical and the magnetic are now united in one given point. We have the perfect Triangle, which therefore, symbolizes the Law of Balance, as being the balancing of the electrical and the magnetic principles. The eternal warfare between the pairs of opposites has ceased; a truce has been made between the two. It is for this reason that the Triangle has ever been employed to symbolize the Law of Balance, that is the balancing of the two antagonistic principles. It is thus trinity in unity… and unity in trinity. But it must not be understood that this is simply an arbitrary symbol, because whenever two forces unite in one, whenever the pairs of opposites come together, thus forming a unity, which is the result of the combination of those pairs of opposites, we have the Triangle formed.

      As long as force does not manifest, it always operates in this triangular form. There are the two directions of force brought together again by reason of the uniting in the third principle, forming the Triangle. But, what is the cause of this attraction? Are we to understand that there is another force besides the electrical and magnetic, a force in nature apart from the eternal Law of Opposites? No, this would be an error. Nothing exists in all nature but the two principles, and the various manifestation of the same. There is no third principle to be postulated in the sense of the electrical and magnetic. There is, therefore, no attractive principle out here to produce the other point of the Triangle. What then is it that causes the two points or ends of the line to be so deflected as to come together, forming the Triangle? It is a law of physics that two electrical atoms, or molecules  –  or two magnetic atoms or molecules, or electrons, will repel; but an electrical and a magnetic atom, electron or molecule, will usually attract. Therefore, the two forces are streaming forth, the electric flowing to the right, the magnetic to the left; the centrifugal force drives both currents outward, at the same time the electrical current has an affinity for the magnetic current, and the magnetic for the electric. The tendency, therefore, is for the electrical to draw the magnetic to it, and the magnetic to draw the electric. At the same time, the atoms, or electrons in the current, by reason of their repulsive force, drive all those in advance of them still further onward. They cannot turn back because of the repulsion coming from those electrons behind them; thus a return to the central point is impossible. Not only is this true, but the centrifugal force itself will not permit them to return for the reason that it has an antipathy for the electrons and is driving them ever onward in this right angle path. To return the same way they came is impossible. It is likewise, impossible for them to travel on indefinitely, because of the mutual attraction of the two currents. As the centrifugal force drives them outward, and the centripetal force drives them inward, they are, in the very nature of things, caused to deflect from their regular course – made to pass inward until they again meet in a point opposite that point from which they proceeded Thus, we have the triangle formed as the inevitable result of the centrifugal and centripetal forces operating in the electrical and magnetic principles. These principles without a third, operate in harmony with the Law of Opposites and the Law of Balance as well. It is, therefore, a case of emanation from the opposite forces until the point is reached where the negative force becomes the stronger. At this point, the negative force begins to draw them inward, but the positive force is strong enough to cause the point of union to be equidistant from the two ends, and at the same time at a distance equal to twice the space of deflection in a single principal, forming the perfect triangle.

      The Triangle, however, must not be conceived of as being simply triangular in shape. It is also a triangle in power, for the forces are absolutely equal. It’s strength is the same, the two principles, electric and magnetic, being equally powerful, and uniting, so as to perpetuate the absolute balance without a superior, in fact, the entire Universe is a triangle, for the two principles of the Divine Essence are emanated through the Divine Will reaching that outward point, or emanation where the force of will becomes less than the force of desire; the heart of God, their causes a return through this force of desire  –  the tartness, or harness as Boheme terms it. Returning to God, the point is reached where the force coming inward produces what Boehme terms the flash; growing out of the sting or prickle, where again, the force is thrown out. Thus we have the process of creation, involution and evolution, a perpetual triangle, the two forces being driven outward and then drawn inward, through the two-fold force, Will and Desire, until unity is reached. When unity has been reached it becomes positive, reverses the process, causing the forces to flow outward positively until Desire has become stronger than Will, when it returns again. Thus we have the triangle ever reversing itself. We have here the explanation of cycles of involution and evolution.

      It has been known to metaphysicians and mystics in all ages, that the processes of the Universe are through cycles of involution and evolution. It is not a gradual process, but a cycle where every tendency is emanative, followed by one where everything is expressive of the return. One cycle represents the descent of spirit into matter; the next, the rise of matter into spirit. This problem is solved by the triangle. The Spirit’s descent into matter is when the Will of God is emanating creation. The evolution of matter into spirit is when the Heart of God is drawing all things inward. Thus Manvantara and Pralaya are shown to be perfectly true by the Triangle – Manvantara being the positive Will of God, and Pralaya being the negative Heart of God. These two forces do not act antagonistically so much as alternately, although, of course, they are both active, but on alternate days one is stronger than the other. A day of Brahma is shown to be the period when the Will is the heart plus; Pralaya is when it is the heart minus. It is another illustration of the world-old problem of the fatal children destroying their parents, for it is only by reason of the work achieved by the positive will that it becomes so weakened that the negative desire is able to overcome it, and when the negative desire has accomplished its purpose, it is then overcome by the positive will. Each accomplishes its work and by reason of this fact is so weakened as to become subject to the greater dominance of the other principle.

      The eternal Triangle is, therefore, the form, both physically and metaphysically expressed, of the great struggle between Will and Desire, the struggle between the positive and negative principles. The Triangle is expressed in the Spirit of God, in the Divine Essence. For this reason we have the three principles in the Divine Essence. Again we find it in the Universal Spirit, expressing itself through Brahma, or the Creative Force; Shiva, or the destructive force; Vishnu, or the binding, uniting force; the perfect blending and harmonizing of the two, producing harmony, balance. Again in nature, we find the trinity expressing itself through electricity and magnetism united in the creation which is the expression of both.

      We have in man the Human Triangle on all the planes of nature expressed as electricity and magnetism, the positive and negative force, with the uniting of the two expressed in the human soul.

      Thus we have the Divine Triangle, the Spiritual Triangle, the Kosmic Triangle, and the Human Triangle. It is for this reason that the Trinity has from time immemorial been recognized by occult scientists, as the key to all the mysteries; not the Trinity of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, but the Trinity of the three principles in each and every being.

      The Number 3, is, therefore, the Masonic principle; the number of the perfect man as the one containing in himself the two principles united. Thus we have in the Triangle the Law of Opposites involving all the ten pairs of opposites, united and unified in the Law of Balance. It being a perfect Triangle, that is, all its three lines being equal, we should understand that unity is as dependent upon one of these forces as upon the other. One is just as necessary as the other. By applying the Triangle to the ten pairs of opposites, we will be able to form a Triangle for each of them; letting the positive one represent the electrical principle, and the negative the magnetic, to establish this state of mutual attraction and thus draw out a point where the two become one. You will in this way have formed the Triangle of which Light and Darkness are the two extremes; also one of which the two extremes are good and evil; dry and wet; hot and cold; stationary and moving; square and oblong; male and female; and so on with all the other pairs of opposites. They will represent the two points of opposition, and the harmonizing point between, the union, the marriage between the opposites, for the Triangle simply means the marriage of the two opposites, resulting in unity.
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      The CROSS has from time immemorial, been associated with the idea of Sex differentiation, among Mystics, and also for a very long time, with the idea of sacrifice. It did not originate with the crucifixion of Jesus, but existed long ages previous. It was in its origin a Phallic Symbol, representing the reproductive process, the process of human generation, and as such was used by the Romans as the means of execution, symbolizing as it did the greatest ignominy, because one was put out of life through the Cross by which he entered life – thus signifying that it was a mistake that he was ever born, that he should never have been born – thus he is put out of life on the Cross, the symbol of Generation. It was thus used to symbolize the extinction of that which was generated.

      After the crucifixion of Christ, because it had extinguished the human in Him, it was employed by the Christian Mystics to symbolize the extinction of everything which is the product of human generation, in order that that spiritual element which is imparted by initiation, may survive.

      But it is important that we should know what is involved in the Cross of the two, in a sense; but why is this particular form introduced to symbolize the two principles? Because it is the perfect expression of the truth in regard to this separation.

      The earlier form of the Cross does not have the upper portion. The Egyptian Tau is one of the first forms.

      To illustrate the principle involved, suppose we draw a perpendicular line, which will represent the one force advancing from the starting point; in other words, it is the emanation of one principle: the bi-sexed emanation. In time we have this current line of force, represented by the Line, parting, so the line opens, becoming two converging lines at right angles. So we have the right hand electrical and the left-hand magnetic lines flowing outward, forming the primitive Cross, which is roughly represented by the Egyptian Tau, the first form of the Cross, that which originated before the idea of crucifixion. The Cross in this form is the symbol representing a current of force parting, and thus flowing into opposite directions. We should not suppose that this is merely a current, for as a matter of fact, the current really does part and flow in just this way. It is the two-fold, masculine and feminine emanation coming out from the single bi-sexed emanation. Thus the Cross is the perfect symbol of the manifesting force, masculine, and feminine. Creation by emanation is consequently the separation of the one principle into the two principles, these two principles: masculine, and feminine. In other words, the separation through sex differentiation, is the source of manifestation; thus the descent of the Spirit into matter, which is made possible. All manifestation must necessarily be through sex differentiation, through the separation of the two principles. It follows, therefore, that the return or the evolution of the spirit, the forward cycle of progress must be through the polarization of the two principles and their return into unity, thus turning back the current, stopping the process of emanation and causing the forces to flow into the one center.

      Life is brought about through the separation of the two principles, likewise does death result from the same cause. Life in this form must terminate in death. To solve the mystery of the Cross, is to polarize the two principals until they become one.

      The race of men, as we know, is the product of the Cross, of the separation of the sexes. The uniting of the two principles in one would mean the destruction of the present form of life and the introduction of a new order of beings, we read in the Bible in the common version  –  “and about this time began men to call upon the name of the Lord,”  –  but this is a gross translation. A Literal rendering of the Hebrew is, “And about this time began men to call by the name Jehovah.” In plain English, about this time men began to call themselves Jehovah. Jehovah is the Rabbinical form of the ineffable name, “Yod-He-Vau-He;” therefore, about this time men began to call themselves by the ineffable name. This undoubtedly refers to an assumption on their part of having in themselves the character of “Yod-He-Vau-He.” They were liars, else they would not have died. They were assuming the prerogative of the Eternal without having embodied His keynote. Jehovah means the everlasting one. It is the term translated “Eternal,” in the Hebrew Scriptures. The “Yod” is the male principle; the “He” is the feminine principle of the Divine Essence. The “Vau” or Vow, is the attachment, the link which unites the two, the neutral principle, in which the duality becomes trinity, thus merging into unity; thus becoming the separated sex principle united in one, the second “He” the opening, representing the expulsion through the womb of creation, emanation. Thus, by calling themselves Jehovah, men were assuming to have this relation established in themselves, namely, the perfect polarization of the “Yod” with the “He” so that all distinction was lost, they becoming perfectly balanced. In this way they would be able to generate the new creation; not the manifesting Universe  –  not God  –   but the higher principle in themselves; thus life everlasting would come through the polarization of the Sex principle.
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