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The book you now hold in your hand answers many questions people ask on success. It lays down some of the things that can be applied in one’s endeavor to succeed in their life ministry, mission and other arenas of life. These ideas are distilled in short sentences which are referred to as “nuggets” because of the value inherent in their application, especially when done in light of other scriptural admonitions and within the overall context of the Christian life. 

The life of Samson will be taken as a guide while dealing with this subject. Samson was the second last judge of Israel who was best known for His miraculous strength, by which he harassed the Philistines, and his long hair was the secret of his strength. His story is narrated in the book of Judges 13:1-16:31. He doubled as both the strongest man in the Bible and also the weakest to remind us that the strongest among us can be the weakest and the weakest among us can be strong. He had everything working for him including his name which means “distinguished” but ended a failure. This is because even though he was raised to deliver the people from the Philistines back to God, he died with the enemies and people never came back to God. The domination of the Philistines on Israel reached its pinnacle at the time of Samson and continued in the times of David. The people even plunged in idol worship (Judges 16:30, 17:1).  He can be called “a strong weak man”.

From Samson’s life we can get several truths that can help us to rise to the level God wants us to be and to perform God-given tasks.  Yet from his life we can also see some of the pitfalls that Christians at large face that exclude them from the victor’s crown. 

This book is going to explore the character of Samson drawing on his strengths and weakness to show his life as a replica of a man who was greatly used of God but had a missing link- his character. It was this shortfall in his life that led to his downfall. His moral infirmities led to his tragic end. We will compare and contrast Samson’s life with other Bible characters where necessary in order to look at several nuggets on success in life that can be applied in all areas of life. 

Finally, the oasis you have been looking for in a desert of lost hope is here with you in your own hands! God raised Samson in Israel at a time when the nation was experiencing what I would call “the Philistine menace”. The nation was under conquest of the Philistines for a period of forty years. His birth just like ours was a date with destiny. He was to deliver his people from this conquest. However, I dare say that Samson did not fully locate his sense of destiny because he ended up serving his own interests and not those of the nation. He failed the test of selfishness, consecration, control and care. He forgot that it was not about him but about God and other people. Any time we are addicted and tortured with a passion to make a difference in other people’s lives, we connect with God’s desire for our lives. 

As we look at Samson, we cannot help but see the nuggets that can help one locate his/her sense of destiny and live a successful life on earth. We are also presented with the opposite: the hindrances that can make one miss out his/her date with destiny and hence live a worthless life. As such, the nuggets presented have both positive and negative overtones. For the purpose of this book we have presented them as they occur within the development of the plot in Judges 13:1-16:31. 

Samson’s life is a life worth learning from. It presents to us the real things that real people face in a real world as they try to live for a real purpose that they really believe in. This book will espouse the reason why success remains elusive to some people and why others seem to have it as their garment. It answers the question of why winners win and why losers lose. However, I must admit that what is presented in this book is not all there is. I have spent time reading and reflecting again and again on this portion of scripture and it is amazing how one can receive God’s illumination if at all we can listen to Him speaking through the text.  The other thing is that life is not just about accumulation of wealth and achievement of personal ambitions or attainment of personal success but having a relationship with God that changes one’s outlook in life. 

I welcome you to the inspiring study of the life and times of Samson and the nuggets on succeeding in life. I encourage you to interact with the material in this book. Underline the areas you need to improve. At the end of each nugget I have included an overview of the nugget under the following headings:


	
Recapitulation: this is a summary of the major points.

	
Reflection: These are questions to help you meditate on the material

	
Application: This is an action step point. It leads you to make a decision on specific things you need to do to make the nugget a reality in your life. This section is meant to let you digest the nugget and make it your own.

	
Recommended Readings: whenever possible, I have listed some books that I would recommend somebody to read which can further the point advanced in a deeper sense.



It is important to note that truly successful people base their success on biblical foundations and not necessarily on their strength of mind or will. Read on...

Bernard K.Kimani. PhD(cand)

Chapter 1
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Nugget 1
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There is no such thing as something for nothing.
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Judges 13:1

“And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD gave them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years”.

Israel had sinned and God gave them over to the Philistines. It was one of their own in the person of Samson who was to rise up and oppose the Philistines. When Samson failed, they were to fight many battles after that to release themselves through the Philistine domination.  Why did God do this even though he could have delivered them in another way? Could be he wanted to show them the truth that many have failed to understand: that peace, and success in life does not come easily. People work to achieve it. There is no such thing as something for nothing - neither can children of God get away with any thing. Samson ruled for twenty years and yet never delivered Israel like other judges of his time though he had advantages and the strengths that other judges did not have. This teaches us that if one does not follow the principles of success laid out in scripture nothing will work for him no matter how spiritual they are. Samson failed to follow his principle of success: the Nazirite vow. As a result he failed miserably.
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