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​Preface

I am grateful to the Lord for all He
has done in my life. His wonderful works are seen daily not only in
my life, but also in the life of all those that call upon His name.
Because of His goodness, believers should be inspired to worship
and praise His name.

I have written this book to challenge
and encourage others to worship the Lord in spirit and in
truth.

R.L. Evans



​Introduction

What is worship? What is praise and
adoration? These questions remain on the frontlines of discussion
in Christianity. How does one express worship, praise, and
adoration in the Christian Church?

To answer these questions in depth, the
Mikhtam Music Worship Series was developed. In this series, we will
define worship and how it is to be expressed in the New Testament
worship experience.

In this publication:

What is worship? What is praise and
adoration? These questions remain on the frontlines of discussion
in Christianity. How does one express worship, praise, and
adoration in the Christian Church? Does worship consist of silence
in the sanctuary? Or, is worship not worship until someone sings or
lifts the hands?

In the pages of the Bible, various
forms of worship are presented. Silent and vocal worship are
described, as well as exuberant and clamorous forms of worship. So,
which is the proper way to worship the Lord?

From the scriptures, we learn that God
expects to be worshipped in many ways. There is not a set worship
style that is deemed mandatory. However, one criterion does
exist.

God is a Spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in truth. (John 4:24)

God requires His worship to be offered
in spirit, which could also be translated sincerity. True worship
begins with a sincere heart. Alongside sincerity, truth has to be
incorporated into God’s worship. Worship that is not founded upon
the truth of God is vain and leads men into deception.

When there is an understanding of God,
Christ, and His plan for man, worship, praise, and adoration will
become more than an external exercise of singing, lifting up hands,
and jubilation. Worship, praise, and adoration will become the
driving force in the life of the Christian.

Worship, praise, and adoration is not
designed for man, but it is for the Lord. All of God’s creation is
endued with the responsibility and ability to worship, praise, and
glorify the Lord.

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the
earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fullness thereof. Let the
field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees
of the wood rejoice before the Lord. (Psalms 96:11-13a)

If all of creation praises Him, those
that He has given dominion over creation have the command to
worship and praise His holiness. Thus, man was created to worship,
praise, and glorify Him.

This people have I formed for myself;
they shall show forth my praise. (Isaiah 43:21)

The prophet declared that God called
Israel unto Himself that they may praise Him. The nation existed to
praise God. Since Christians become God’s chosen through Jesus
Christ, like Israel, they receive the same description.

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show
forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into
his marvelous light. (I Peter 2:9)
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