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Scripture quotation from Psalm 139.
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Dedication
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To Tatay and Inay—whose perseverance became my foundation, whose faith became my compass, and whose grit became my inheritance.
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Introduction

[image: ]




Before Sunrise

Leadership, I have learned, rarely begins in boardrooms.

It begins before sunrise.

My father woke before the rooster.


Four.

Sometimes five.

The air was still dark when he moved—not rushed, not loud, just steady. The kind of movement that comes from responsibility, not alarm clocks.

The early morning air was cool, almost sacred. No traffic. No voices. Just the quiet shift of someone preparing to work.
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