
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Secrets in Anderton Forest

Quillton's Urgent Pigeon Post

(Book two in the Anderton Forest Series)

––––––––

Author:  A. Daly


To:

All you young readers everywhere—who dare to believe that magic exists in every forest,

And maybe — just maybe —

you’ll accidentally find

your own forest meeting.

[image: ]

One tree—produces about 1 million seeds in its lifetime 

A portion of the proceeds from this book is donated to the Woodland Trust, supporting the protection and restoration of native forests. To learn more about trees, wildlife, and how to care for our forests, visit:

woodlandtrust.org.uk

crann.ie



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Anderton Forest Map – 1852
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Meet Anderton Forest Guardians
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1. - B.G. - 2. Doeity – 3. Quillton – 4. Oldfather
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The Main Characters
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1.-6.  The Lady  - B.G.In River Falls,  - Doeity resting in The Heathlands, -  Quillton Chattering, -  

Prunella the Messenger  - Oldfather  Owl

at the celebrations.

The Lady

An Office Manager

The lady works in a busy London office. She moved there when she was young to be near her Aunt, when her Mother passed.

During an unplanned visit to Anderton Forest, she discovered she has a deep connection with this magical place.

She had always felt that woodlands and forests should be protected now more than ever. Sometimes, she plants small trees to replace old trees.

Her accidental encounters in Anderton Forest leave her with more questions than answers. 

She though it was just a spiritual connection from her visit, however, she has no idea what would unfold— until a strange message arrives.
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B.G

Guardian & Gatekeeper of Anderton Forest

B.G wears his family crest with pride. He takes his role as Gatekeeper of Anderton Forest very seriously attending to every detail, of the meetings just like his Father, Great-grandfather and past generations. He loves organising meetings and making sure they run smoothly. He is also one of the forest guardians responsible for making sure the forest and all those living there are safe.

His Great-grandfather got honoured in the Book of Records  for bravery in risking his life for others, and it is B.G`.s silent wish to follow in his footsteps. 

He can be impatient at times, but he has a big heart. He Likes to dress well and is close friends with Doeity and  they meet up regularly just for forest walks to catch up on the latest news.
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Doeity

Guardian of Anderton Forest

Doeity loves roaming free on the Heathlands with the deer and stag. She is very gentle and kind.

When she lost her husband, to Farmer Higginbottoms wicked ways, she became close friends with B.G. 

Sometimes they go for walks together with B.G. perched on her back for a better view, while they chatter about all the forest stories. This has become a weekly event, one which is enjoyed by both.

She is cared for by everyone and all the woodlanders like to protect her and they treat her as family too.
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Quillton 

Guardian & Beak-writer

Quillton is a beak-writer and he writes the notes for the meetings with his beak on bark wood with natural ink from the forest. His great grandmother invented the art of beak writing and it stayed with the family ever since. Beak-writing has become very important for the forest and those living there. 

Notes are taken almost every week and especially at the Annual General Meetings and the occasional Extraordinary General Meetings. Quillton is a bit of a joker and doesn't like working very much, especially building nests. He hurt his leg years ago and walks with a limp occasionally - more noticeable during nest building season.

He almost lost the beak-writing skill years ago, but with B.G.`s help and mentorship, he now feels he does a good job. He can get himself covered in ink sometimes, which amuses everyone, but he doesn't mind it. He sometimes cleans up in the springs or in River Falls.

Oldfather Owl 

Guardian & Wizard

Oldfather lives with his wife in Tawney Dale. He comes from a family of good wisdom wizardry and all his Forefathers were writers and designers of magic and were very intelligent. He takes great pride in guarding all the old books and records of Anderton Forest. 

The oldest dates back to 1756, titled The Wisdom Book of Magic. The wisdom book of records records deeds of outstanding bravery and it is a great honour when this occurs. Its kept safe under lock and key by Oldfather in his library. There are four main magic books there. Oldfather is a wise fellow and likes his quiet home  in the forest core. He wears glasses when reading and speaks with a deep voice and is respected by all.
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Prunella 

The Pigeon Post

Prunella lives  with her friends next door to  Oldfather in Tawney Dale. She has been Oldfathers messenger for many years now. 

Some of Prunella's family live in London and occasionally she flies  there to visit them. They deliver messages too. 

This is important work and has been a tradition for thousands of years. Many important life saving messages have been sent this way.  Flying to London is a long journey, but she is used to travelling. so its easy for her.

Oldfather trusts Prunella with all his important messages and knows she will always deliver them on time.
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Forest Life
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The days in Anderton Forest continued peacefully in the months following farmer Higginbottom's hasty departure. No one had seen any sighting of him since he ran down the road screaming and perhaps he would never visit again. His tree cutting machine was now overgrown with tall grasses and he was likely too scared to return for it. The magic dust had done its work and was a huge success.

The usual chores were being completed in the forest. The squirrels were very busy gathering nuts and seeds and hiding them in special places so they would have enough food to get them through the winter. There were so many squirrels that it was hard to see how they all could have separate stores—but they did. 

The squirrels don't hibernate during the winter, so these stores of nuts help them to survive during the colder winter months. Sometimes one or two of them sat and ate the nuts for their store so they had to go back and get more.  But they do try and eat more to store energy and to help them stay warm in their homes during the winter months. They all look out for each other and there is a squirrel rule— no one shall go hungry during the winter. If one squirrel hasn't enough food the others share. They were also busy lining their homes with twigs and moss so it would be comfy during the winter. B.G and all the rabbits were growing a thicker coat to prepare for the winter. B.G.`s wife Betsy wanted a new clay oven for her baking, since she loves to bake, so B.G, with a little help managed to complete the task. 

The De Bouse family had to build an extra two rooms in their house to make room for their growing family.  Everyone was making sure their homes were more comfy and warm for the coming season.

River falls welcomed a new family of beavers who were busy building dams for security and to create a pond for a good supply of water. B.G.`s wife always makes her delicious carrot cake for newcomers and even though some prefer other food, it is a nice gesture and Benjamin beaver and his family got one too.

Quillton was preparing a store of new bark wood for his beak-writing, helped along by a few woodpeckers. The other rooks found woodland berries and other supplies of natural inks for him.

B.G and Doeity met every week for their usual forest walk. B.G looked forward to those walks and it was a welcome treat when she arrived to explore a new forest  path.
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Oldfather`s Library
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Oldfather Owl was always updating his wizardly skills and making sure his good wizard magic was the best it could be. Every year around this time he dusts down all the books in his library, of which there is more than one hundred. He likes to add to his collection now and then.  Some of the books are very old rare books and very valuable. Its a good thing his home is in an old chestnut tree, since they have the largest trunk size up to 9 metres wide, so there is plenty of room for the library.

The oldest books in his collection and the most important  are The Wisdom Book of Magic, 1756, The Wisdom book of Records 1767 and The Wisdom Book of Future Deeds, no one knows what date it was written, because the book keeps updating itself. These three books are very rare and all have their own magic powers and B.G. Carefully took them down one by one to dust them  and replace them back in their usual place on the shelves. First he dusted The Wisdom Book of Magic.  
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The Forest Guardians
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