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Chapter 1 Sebastien

A lone tiny neko sat still. His ears and tail were black. His face was mostly white. He had intense yellow eyes which didn’t blink. Soon a rat approached him cautiously. The neko was as still as a statue. The rat stood up and stared into the nekos’ eyes. The neko didn’t move. The rat blinked.

The rat didn’t have any warning. The neko’s right hand grabbed the rat by its neck and strangled it to death. Then the neko casually ate the rat. He finished up his meal and cleaned himself up as any cat would. He blinked and stared at the horizon.

It was time to go back and check on his twin sister. He stood up and walked by himself. There were birds flying around. They were startled to see him moving again. They had just gotten used to him being there unmoving. The tiny neko felt alone, but knew it was just an illusion.

He was a natural at meditation as his twin sister knew. She knew when he was in deep meditation and was careful not to disturb him. He knew she missed him. He missed her too, but he had to be alone for awhile. After their mother had died and their little brother had run off, he was too upset to cope among the other nekos.

So, he ran off leaving his twin sister alone. He knew the other nekos would look after her. During his meditation, he could see them looking after each other. But later on, things happened. His sister had discovered the Guardians were real and their brother was still alive. He had been raised by an elf.

Sebastien paused to see the elf. There was something about her. His brother thought she was his mama. Others had explained to that tiny neko the elf was his adopted mother and not his birth mother. Sebastien knew this elf treated his only brother well. It was more than Sebastien had hoped for. To see and know his brother and sister were still alive. It had kept him going. It had helped him to accept their mother’s death.

But what of their father? Sebastien frowned. He didn’t like Him who claimed to be their father. He was cruel. He thought he owned the tiny nekos, but the nekos themselves knew they were people. The Guardians even confirmed that. The tiny nekos were free and living their own lives without Him to terrorize them anymore.

These were all the images that he could understand. Others were fragments of a dancing she elf in steampunk clothing on cobblestone streets. A castle surrounded by mists near the sea. A city built out of the sea. Nothing more could he glimpse when he had focused on those images.

Sebastien looked around him. His hunter instincts in full alert. The colony may have been abandoned, but he could hear two people inside the compound. He sniffed for them. He raised an eyebrow. He stopped walking and stared at the compound.

Vampires were inside. But why? Were they Guardians? Or were they dangerous? Sebastien found a hiding place and crawled inside. His father never knew about these hidey holes Sebastien had found over the years. He was able to hide from Wilhelm too easily and for long periods of time. Wilhelm never liked it that he couldn’t find his first born son.

Sebastien could still hear all the things Wilhelm would yell about not being able to find the tiny neko. Sebastien smiled knowing he had outwitted the clever scientist. Sebastien was content to meditate and not cause any harm to anyone.

Now he had to know who the vampires were and where to find his siblings. He listened to them talking.

“Sam, these records are quite complete.”

“I see that.”

“But there is something odd. Do you see this?”

“Oh, Claira Jaen has a twin brother?”

“Apparently.”

“And like White Lion he is quite an escape artist. Wilhelm couldn’t find him.”

“You know I wouldn’t be surprised if there are hiding spaces throughout this compound where the nekos can hide.”

There was a crash near them. They both looked up towards the ceiling. Felicia pointed the scanner towards the ceiling. She smiled and showed Sam the results. He smiled. They nodded to each other.

Felicia looked up at the ceiling again. “Hey, Sebastien, we know you’re hiding in the ceiling. Would you like to rejoin your siblings? They are doing well. They have a special home with two elves who just got married.”

Sebastien gasped. He lost his grip and fell to the floor. At the last minute, he altered his body so he could land on both feet.

Sam said, “Just like a cat. Welcome home. I’m Sam and this is my partner Felicia.”

Sebastien dusted himself off. He looked at both vampires. “She’s a fairy?”

She nodded. “I was a fairy before I became a vampire. Sam was human once.”

“Oh.”

“Who are the elves who are looking after my siblings?”

“Silver Moon Unicorn and Leon. They’re both Guardians as we are. They just got married and your siblings decided to give them some space for a couple of weeks.”

“So where are my siblings now?”

“They are living in a Guardian hold with more tiny nekos.”

Sebastien blinked. “Some of the nekos are now Guardians?”

Felicia and Sam nodded.

“Wow. I guess I’ve missed a lot out there meditating.”

Sam used his tablet to contact Claira Jaen. She answered fairly quickly.

“Hi, Sam.”

“Hi, Claira Jaen. Felicia and I are at the compound where you grew up and your twin brother Sebastien has crashed in on us. Would you like to talk to him?”

Claira Jaen gasped. “Sebastien? Are you alright? You’ve been gone too long!”
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