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INTRODUCTION

Years ago, when I was freshly born again, I did not have a good appreciation of the new life in Christ. I had well-meaning and sincere teachers who taught us all manner of doctrines. Though some were helpful, yet in my heart, there appeared to be something missing. What we were taught and made to believe about ourselves did not result in a constant victorious life. We were up today and down tomorrow. The focus was on one’s performance or effort to merit the goodness of God. The problem was that my performance was not perfect always, even by my own estimation. It waxes and wanes with the changing circumstances or situations. The cycle of defeat was inevitable in my life. I believe that, if you are reading this book, you may also have or continue to have that experience.

Like Apostle Paul in Romans 7, the more ‘I tried’, the more ‘I failed’. There were occasions I asked questions whether I was hearing the true gospel of Jesus Christ and whether this was the life that Jesus died for.

I asked all these because I did not have a good appreciation of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

What is the gospel? This is clearly defined by Apostle Paul.


Romans 1:16-17 (KJV)

16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.



Now, it is so clear that the gospel is the power (dunamis) of God unto salvation (deliverance from the molestation of the enemy, preservation, safety, wholeness, etc.) to them that believe. Therefore, if one believes the gospel, the power of God is unleashed for salvation. Most believers will end there and not find out what is in this gospel that one should believe, which will have the resultant effect of salvation. That was where I was too. Thanks be to God, that by His grace, the scales were taken off my eyes. Glory to God!!!

In the ensuing verse, it reads: 

Romans 1:17 (KJV)


17For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, The just shall live by faith.



We, therefore see, what is revealed in the gospel. The righteousness of God, not the sinfulness of men. Traditional teaching made us believe that righteousness was right doing which is not accurate. The righteousness of God is revealed in the person of Jesus Christ and His finished work on the cross of Calvary.

It is my prayer that, as you prayerfully go through the pages of this book, you will see Jesus Christ, which will result in inner transformation that will catapult you from glory to glory. Once you see Him in the scriptures, you become unconsciously confident in Him, to live His life through you. It is going to be a great glorious journey. All praise to His holy name!!!

You may find some of the things in this book contrary to traditional teachings. You will however, discover by God’s grace that the bible is its own best commentary. The bible explains itself. You will notice how seeing Jesus puts all the wrong believing out of your life.

Confidence in the Lamb is trusting from start to finish the work of Jesus Christ. Trust His work, to lift you out of the lowest valley of life. Trust His work, to settle or establish you on the solid rock foundation of His grace, no matter what comes your way.

Confidence in the Lamb shatters every iota of confidence in self-effort or performance before God. It places Jesus Christ, where He should be in our practical Christian life: the centre of it.
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LAW OF MERIT
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There has been a system of laws that operate in this world since the fall of man. These laws have affected every department of life either directly or indirectly. Even as children of God, its subtle influence cannot be overlooked. What is this law? It is the law based on merit or performance. This I chose to call the Law of Merit. Under this law, you get what you deserve based on your performance, origin, association amongst others.

Why do we take so much time attaining many degrees in school? I doubt if it is for the fun of it, but rather, so that one can attain a status that will merit better opportunities in life. As good as that may be and even sound, that was not the initial plan of God. God had better plans. God was solely to be the source of our provision for every need or want. Having said that, God is not against one attaining degrees.

Consider, how God created everything before creating man. Man came on the scene after the finished work and was to enjoy the over supplied provisions. The creation story tells you the primary intention of God for man. However, the free choice or will given to man, made man depend on self-effort and works for provision. This was contrary to the original gracious and benevolent intention of God.

Let’s read the proceedings after the fall: 

Genesis 3:17-19 (KJV)


17And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; 18Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; 19In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.



The ground was cursed for the sake of Adam’s disobedience. It was therefore, no longer producing or yielding by God’s provision. The gracious and benevolent supply was turned off. It meant that, only by the sweat on the face of Adam, would he have his daily provision. Sweat is indicative of self-effort, performance or labour. This was not the prior narrative. From that moment onwards, man had to earn his daily provision by his or her effort. The Law of Merit was therefore set in motion.

This even affects virtually every facet of our lives today. In school, one has to earn his grades by performance. At work, one has to earn his or her promotion by performance. Monthly salaries or wages all hinges on merit. Even some families have members much esteemed than others based on performance. I can go on and on.

The fact that you are born again into the kingdom of God’s dearest Son, Jesus Christ, this Law of Merit may not change if you don’t upgrade or update yourself with the new realities of the new realm we are born into. This is because we have been ‘wired’ unconsciously that way. It has been part of our nurturing and has become our default mode. Our God is super gracious and He has a better way of living in this world than we, who are in this world. See Jesus tell the Pharisees:

John 8:23 (KJV)


23And he said unto them, Ye are from beneath; I am from above: ye are of this world; I am not of this world.



The Lord Jesus was very conscious of His origin and did not hesitate to make it known. This identity is what the believer also bears in Him. Though we are in this world, we are not of the world. We operate and function in the Kingdom of God although we are in this physical world.

This is what JESUS CHRIST brought to us. A realm where we function and operate based on the goodness of God, not based on our merit. The perfect goodness of God is fully revealed by our LORD JESUS CHRIST and HIS FINISHED WORK ON

THE CROSS. This is what is called grace.

Grace is unmerited, undeserved and unearned favour. It is also captured in the G.R.A.C.E acronym: God’s Riches At Christ’s Expense. One can enjoy the riches of God’s goodness at the cost of another: Jesus Christ. It was a heavy price that was paid because He loved us so much. That is the grace of God for you.

The fullness of grace came by JESUS CHRIST.

John 1:17 (KJV)


17For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.



Though after the fall, God was still being gracious to man, man still trusted in self- effort to merit God’s goodness. This came to a climax at the foot of Mount Sinai. See what happened:

Exodus 19:8 (KJV)


8And all the people answered together, and said, All that the LORD hath spoken we will do. And Moses returned the words of the people unto the LORD.



The chosen people of Israel, by this time, were under the Abrahamic covenant of grace. It was purely based on God’s benevolence. However, they presumed in their ability to perform to the letter, the details of the commandments or laws which they were yet to see, in order to merit the goodness of God. This was a disastrous move. Meanwhile, prior to this, God was super gracious to them until this point. For example, when they murmured at the sight of the Red Sea, God did not rain judgement on them but split open the sea for them to walk on dry ground.

Exodus 14:9-12 (KJV)


9But the Egyptians pursued after them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and his army, and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside Pi-hahiroth, before Baal-zephon. 10And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Israel lifted up their eyes, and, behold, the Egyptians marched after them; and they were sore afraid: and the children of Israel cried out unto the LORD. 11And they said unto Moses, Because there were no graves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the wilderness? wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, to carry us forth out of Egypt? 12Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, saying, Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? For it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, than that we should die in the wilderness.



Murmuring is sin and total distrust in the Lord but the Lord still gave them a great salvation. Not because they merited it by what they did, but rather, the display of the riches of God’s benevolence. God was at work for them.

Exodus 14:30-31 (KJV)


30Thus the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. 31And Israel saw that great work which the LORD did upon the Egyptians: and the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD, and his servant Moses.



Not long after, they murmured again when they needed water and the only water they saw was bitter.

Exodus 15:23-24 (KJV)


23And when they came to Marah, they could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter: therefore the name of it was called Marah. 24And the people murmured against Moses, saying, What shall we drink?



What did God do? Rain judgement of bitterness on them? Certainly not, but rather made the bitter water sweet.

Exodus 15:25 (KJV)


25And he cried unto the LORD; and the LORD shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet: there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved them,
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