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Colonial American History Stories –1665 - 1753

Forgotten and Famous Historical Events

Timeline of United States History - Book 2

Paul R. Wonning

Description

Colonial American History Stories - 1215 - 1664 contains almost 300 history stories presented in a timeline that begins in 1655 with the performance of the first documented play performed in British North America and ends with the switch from the Julian to the Gregorian Calendar in 1752. This journal of historical events mark the beginnings of the United States and serve as a wonderful guide of American history. These reader friendly stories include:

September 27, 1540 - Society of Jesus (Jesuits) Founded By Ignatius Loyola 

December 19, 1675 - The Great Swamp Fight 

September 19, 1676 - Bacon's Rebellion - Bacon Burns Jamestown 

April 18, 1689 - 1689 Boston Revolt 

February 29, 1692 - Sarah Good, Sarah Osborne and Tituba Accused Of Witchcraft in Salem, Massachusetts 

May 22, 1718 - Edward Teach - Blackbeard - Begins Blockade of Charlestown. 

November 02, 1734 - Daniel Boone Born December 08, 1741 - Vitus Bering Died 

December 23, 1750 - Ben Franklin Attempts to Electrocute a Turkey 

December 31, 1752 – Julian/Gregorian Calendar Switch Complete

––––––––
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September 27, 1540 - Society of Jesus (Jesuits) Founded By Ignatius Loyola 
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The Society of Jesus, or Jesuits, played a huge role in the settlement of North America. The northern states of Michigan, Wisconsin, and Minnesota all had several Jesuit missions. Villages sprang up around these missions, birthing many of the modern cities. A former Spanish soldier, Ignatius de Loyola, founded the order in 1540.

Ignatius de Loyola (October 23, 1491 – July 31, 1556)

Loyola was born into a Basque noble family in Spain. After his knighthood, he received military training. He received serious wounds during the Battle of Pamplona in 1521. During his recovery from these wounds, he had a spiritual awakening. He abandoned the military life and made a pilgrimage to the shrine Our Lady of Montserrat. While there, he had a vision of the Virgin Mary. He retired to live the life of a hermit in a cave, praying and fasting. While there, he formulated the Spiritual Exercises. After his hermitage, he traveled to the Holy Land. The Franciscans sent him back to Europe. He studied theology at the University of Alcalá. In 1539, he and six followers took vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience. Thus, they bound themselves to form the Society of Jesus. Loyola presented the outline for his new order to Pope Paul II. He approved the new order on September 27, 1540 with the bull Regimini militantis ecclesiae. This bull limited to sixty members. The Pope later issued the Exposcit debitum, which removed the limitation. 

Fast Growth

The Society of Jesus grew quickly and soon became a potent missionary and educational force. Missionaries from the order traveled to Asia, Africa South America and North America. Samuel de Champlain invited the Order to come to Canada, an invitation the Jesuits accepted. The first Jesuit priests, Jean de Brebeuf, Ennemond Masse and Charles Lalemant arrived in Quebec in 1611.
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September 21, 1621 – The Earliest Possible Date for the First Thanksgiving Day
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Thanksgiving feasts were a common practice for the European settlers and their native neighbors. It was tradition for the Europeans to set aside days of thanksgiving. They celebrated for a bountiful harvest, drought-ending rains or other providential events. These events did not have any connection with their worship service. They were set during week and commonly involved fasting beforehand. After the fasting, they would have one or several days of celebratory feasting. The Indians had similar traditions. They had thanksgiving celebrations sporadically throughout the year for special events. Thus, both peoples had traditions of this type of celebration. 

Difficult Year

After establishing "Plimouth Plantation," the colonists had endured a long and difficult time. Food shortages, disease and privation had taken their toll. The cemetery contained the remains of many who did not survive the dark period. The summer had proved good and the fall harvest bountiful. Therefore, the colonists declared that they would celebrate a thanksgiving feast after the harvest. 

Winslow's Account

One of the Pilgrims, Edward Winslow, provides the only account we have of this feast,

"Our harvest being gotten in, our governor sent four men on fowling, that we might after a more special manner rejoice together, after we had gathered the fruits of our labors. They four in one day killed as much fowl as, with a little help beside, served the Company almost a week. At which time, amongst other recreations, we exercised our arms, many of the Indians coming amongst us, and among the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with some 90 men, whom for three days we entertained and feasted, and they went out and killed five deer, which they brought to the plantation and bestowed on our governor, and upon the captain and others. And although it be not always so plentiful as it was at this time with us, yet by the goodness of God, we are so far from want that we often wish you partakers of our plenty."

The Menu

Much of the modern menu for Thanksgiving Day would not have been present. The potato, introduced into England in 1577, was still not popular. The New World English settlers would not have brought it with them. There was no butter, sugar or flour to make pie. Pumpkins were probably on the menu. However, these they roasted whole over coals, stuffed with milk, honey and spices made into custard. The Pilgrims had not even had time to construct baking ovens, yet. No one would make use of cranberry relishes for another fifty years. They would have had cranberries, but not the way we have them now. They would have roasted turkey and other fowl like duck, goose and swans. The meal also probably included native fruits like blueberries, plums, grapes and gooseberries. Vegetables included the onions, beans, lettuce, spinach, cabbage and carrots grown in their gardens. The natives brought five deer, as related by Edward Winslow. They probably roasted them over a slow burning fire. 

The Traditional Thanksgiving

Americans trace their traditional Thanksgiving Day feast back to this event in 1621. There were certainly more thanksgiving day events after this time. Historians do not know the exact date it occurred. They think it most likely occurred during the September 21 thorough November 9 period in 1621. By that time, most of the crops had been harvested and the harsh winter had not yet begun.
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September 28, 1542 - Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo Discovers California
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Until Cabrillo's 1542 voyage, the Spanish believed California was an island. His first discovery on this voyage was San Diego Bay.

Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo (1499 – January 3, 1543)

Cabrillo served as a crossbowman on Cortez's expeditions in Mexico. Before his appearance in Cortes' roster, historians know little of him. After Cortez defeated the Aztecs Cabrillo spent more time on Spanish expeditions. His exploits took him into Mexico, Guatemala, and San Salvador. At length he settled in Santiago, Guatemala. He rose in society and gained a reputation as a master shipbuilder. He also became successfully involved in mining gold, an exploit that enriched him greatly. 

Spain Seeks to Expand Its Empire

The Spanish Crown sought to expand its empire. Hernán Cortez commissioned Cabrillo to mount an expedition. On this expedition, Cabrillo discovered the Gulf of California. Spanish viceroy Antonio de Mendoza commissioned Cabrillo to embark on further expedition. On June 27, 1542, Cabrillo embarked with three ships. These ships he had built himself. They were the San Salvador, the La Victoria and the San Miguel. The San Salvador served as his flagship. He had a mixed crew of sailors, soldiers, Indians and probably black slaves. The expedition also included merchants, a priest, livestock and provisions for two years. His mission was to find Cibola, the legendary city of gold, and the "Straits of Anian." These legendary straits were the Spanish version of the nonexistent Northwest Passage. It was thought to connect the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

San Diego Bay

His ships entered the bay in late September. He named it "San Miguel.". He landed at a point somewhere near Ballast Point and claimed the area for Spain. After spending six days exploring the region, the flotilla departed, continuing the expedition. The National Park Service maintains a Monument near the site. 

Cabrillo National Monument

1800 Cabrillo Memorial Drive

San Diego, CA 92106-3601

(619) 557-5450

http://www.nps.gov/cabr/index.htm
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September 20 - 1565 - Spanish Destroy Fort Caroline
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Spanish admiral Pedro Menéndez de Avilés had accomplished the first part of his mission. He established a fort at St. Augustine on September 8. The second part of his mission was to destroy the French Fort Caroline. He embarked on this task as soon as the new settlement was established. On September 16, Menéndez began assembling his assault force.

Urgency Needed

A severe storm had blown up, packing heavy winds and rains. Menéndez knew that the French fleet would return after their encounter a few days earlier. He was in a hurry to unload his ships before they did.. He surmised that the French commander, Jean Ribault, would bring most of his force with him on that fleet. Ribault would want to attack the new Spanish fort and destroy it. He resolved to launch a surprise attack against Fort Caroline. Discussions with natives informed him of a route overland to reach Fort Caroline. Menéndez gathered a force of 500 men. On September 17, the expedition set off towards Fort Caroline. 

The March

The heavy rains from the storm had inundated the countryside. The ground was soaked and the soldiers had to cross rain-swollen streams. For three days, they struggled through heavy, wet forest. The men fought their way through the difficult, rain-soaked terrain. The force reached within a short distance of Fort Caroline on September 19. Menéndez ordered that no fires be lit by the wet, hungry troops, for fear, the French in the Fort would detect their presence. 

Inside the Fort

On the evening of September 19, the French had no inkling of the Spanish force that waited in the forests just beyond the fort's walls. His force had been reduced to about 240 defenders after Rinault's departure with the fleet. The weakened fort was not ready for any determined Spanish attack. But the idea of a force traveling overland in the marshy terrain in a storm like they were having was unthinkable. After setting the sentinels, the French commander went to bed. Near dawn, he arose. The rains still fell and the sentries were miserable. He relieved them, and then went back to bed. The Spanish garrison slept. 

The Attack

At dawn, Menéndez prepared his attack. The fort was situated on a point of land surrounded by swampy water. Led by a bound French prisoner the Spanish had captured earlier, the force made its way through the marshy ground to the fort. After a brief skirmish with some early rising French troops, the Spanish swept into the fort. Most of the French were still in bed. Many arose, half-dressed or naked, to defend themselves against the attack. The Spaniards killed most of the defenders, but some managed to escape. When the battle ended, Menéndez slaughtered most of the male survivors. He spared the women and children that lived in the fort. Most of these were later killed. Some of the French managed to escape the carnage. Renault’s fleet rescued some of these. Others managed to find their way to Matanzas Inlet where the Spanish slaughtered them a few days later.
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September 14, 1585 - Drake Departs on the Great Raid
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Drake's Raid against Spanish ports in the West Indies marked one of the beginning military actions in the Anglo-Spanish War that lasted from 1585 - 1604.

Anglo-Spanish War 

Spain had precipitated the conflict between Spain and England when it seized several merchant ships in several Spanish ports on May 14, 1585. Parliament had authorized military action against Spanish fishing fleets in New Foundland and the Grand Banks. The success of this action led Queen Elizabeth to have her secretary Francis Walsingham order Sir Francis Drake to lead a naval expedition against Spanish colonies in the West Indies. 

Drake Launches the Raid

Drake assembled a fleet of seven large ships. He had twenty-two smaller support vessels included in the fleet. The assemblage departed from Plymouth, England on September 14, 1585, bound for the New World.
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July 05, 1643 - First Possible Recorded Tornado In British Colonies
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Massachusetts Governor John Winthrop recorded what many think is the first tornado recorded in the British Colonies.

John Winthrop (January 12, 1588 - March 26, 1649)

Adam Winthrop, lord of Groton Manor and his wife and Anne Browne brought their son, John, into the world in Edwardstone, Suffolk, England. He attended Trinity College, Cambridge, in 1603 and went on to marry Mary Forth in 1605. She had six of his children, the first one, John Jr. arriving in 1606. John Winthrop Jr. would follow his father’s example as governor of Massachusetts. He studied law, gaining admittance as a lawyer 1655 and served as a country justice beginning three years later. Mary died in early 1615 and later in the year, he married Thomasine Clopton. Thomasine died in childbirth a year later. In 1618, he married Margaret Tyndal Winthrop. He fathered sixteen children with four wives. Eight of his children did not survive childhood. Margaret bore eight of his children. He sat as a country squire at Groton for twenty years. He trained himself in the Puritan faith. During this time, he became convinced that he was part of the elect that God saved for salvation. He recorded his spiritual experiences in a journal he called a "Christian Experience." He continued this journal for thirty years. 

Journal Notation

On July 5, 1643 John Winthrop described a violent gust of wind that struck the town. In his journal he wrote of a gust that:

“lifted up their meeting house at Newbury, the people being in it.”

Meteorologists cannot tell from this description if it was a tornado or a straight-line wind, but it could very well have been a tornado. In July 8, 1680, Cambridge resident Reverend Increase Mather wrote of a thick black cloud that produced a whirlwind that tore down trees and picked up large rocks, trees and other things. Massachusetts residents could hear the tremendous "singing" of the storm for a mile away. Injuries suffered from the storm killed a servant, John Robbins, who may be the first recorded victim of a tornado.
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September 09, 1664 - Dutch Surrender New Amsterdam to the British
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Englishman Richard Nicolls headed a fleet of four frigates that captured the Dutch colony of New Amsterdam. The fleet arrived on August 27, 1664. The outgunned Dutch Director General Stuyvesant surrendered the city without firing a shot on September 9, 1664. The incident set off the Second Anglo-Dutch War, which would last until 1667. Nichols renamed the city New York after James Stewart, Duke of York.
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August 27, 1665 - Ye Bare & Ye Cubb" Is First Play Performed In North America
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What many feel was the first English language play performed in North America opened in Fowkes' Tavern. The play's first performance was on a Sunday, an illegal act in Colonial America. 

Lawsuit Filed

A citizen of Acomac filed a lawsuit against the actors. Performance of a play in colonial America was a crime by itself. By performing it on a Sunday, the actors had committed a second crime. No one knows the nature of the play, as the script has been lost. One of the charges was sedition, so many feel it was political in nature. The lawsuit brought the performance to a halt. The second performance took place during the court proceedings. The presiding judge declared that the show was not blasphemous and released the actors.

A highway marker on Highway 178 near the town of Pungoteague, Virginia marks the event. 

Back to Table of Contents

Author Note:

The preceding articles should have been included in the first volume in this series:

Colonial American History Stories - 1215 – 1664

The author’s oversight caused them to be omitted. He has included them here, in this volume.
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September 23, 1667 - Virginia Slaves Banned From Obtaining Freedom By Conversion To Christianity
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The evolution of blacks to slavery did not happen overnight. From the time the first blacks arrived in Jamestown in 1619, the Virginia assembly passed stricter laws regarding blacks. During the Seventeenth Century. In 1662 the Assembly decreed, "Negro womens children to serve according to the condition of the mother," thus condemning a slave woman's children to perpetual servitude. Many slaves attempted to gain their freedom by converting to Christianity. A law passed on September 23, 1667 ended this practice.
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March 01, 1669 - Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina Approved

[image: ]




The English monarchy desired to install a feudal style government in the new colonies. The Fundamental Constitutions were an attempt by the Crown to impose it. Many have long believed that John Locke authored the Constitutions because they are written in his handwriting. However, since Locke was the Secretary to the eight Lords Proprietors it is possible that he just wrote what they authored. Many historians now feel that he did not actually write them. 

John Locke (August 29, 1632 – October 28, 1704)

The son of John and Agnes Keene Locke, John was a native of Wrington, Somerset England. Soon after his birth, the family moved to Pensford. He attended the Westminster School in London in 1647 and to Christ Church, Oxford after completing his studies at Westminster. He obtained a bachelor's degree in 1656, a master's degree in 1658 and a bachelor of medicine in 1674. During his time at Oxford, he studied the works of modern philosophers like René Descartes. During his lifetime, Locke achieved a significant level of respect as a philosopher. His published works had a profound effect on the founders of the American republic, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison and Thomas Jefferson. Known as the “Father of Liberalism," he opposed the aristocracy and slavery, believed in religious tolerance and the right to defend "Life, health, Liberty, or Possessions." In government, he believed in the separation of powers and believed that political revolution was not just a right of the people, but a necessity. The Founders of the American republic embodied many of these ideas in the Constitution of the United States. 

Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina 

The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina embodied everything Locke opposed, thus many criticize him as a hypocrite for writing it. The document established a feudal, manorial type government with the eight Lords Proprietors at the head of it. The Proprietors had vast powers to enact laws, levy taxes, raise troops and impress ships. The oldest resident Proprietor would be the governor. The Constitutions gave title of the land to the Proprietors. It set up a class system with the aristocracy at the top. Under them were "freemen" who were entitled to hold property and had a limited voice in local government. Below the freemen were the "leet-men." This class was essentially a peasant class bound to manorial land and serving the nobility and had no say in local government at all. Below the leet-men were the slaves. 

Failure

The Fundamental Constitutions of Carolina failed by 1677. The farmers refused to live on manors, rebelled against the taxes, and quit rents. In 1677, they deposed the governor in North Carolina. In both provinces, the Fundamental Constitutions had died away by the beginning of the Eighteenth Century.
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October 13, 1670 - Virginia Passes Law - Arriving Christian Blacks Exempt from Slavery
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During the colonial era preceding the development of the slave culture of the southern colonies, blacks could achieve freedom in various ways. Freed blacks were free to buy property, purchase black slaves, have white indentured servants and were protected by the same English laws that protected their white neighbors. Free blacks and their white neighbors socialized together and considered each other as equals. Blacks worked as both slaves and as indentured servants during this era. Blacks as indentured servants became free when their contracts expired. Slaves could purchase their freedom. Baptism as a Christian was another path to freedom. Sometimes slave owners granted freedom when certain conditions were met, such as reaching a certain age. Frequently freedom came with the bequeathal of property of some sort. This could range from a tract of land to a couple of mules. On October 13, 1670, the Virginia House of Burgesses passed a law that banned both whites and free blacks from purchasing blacks newly arrived from Africa that had been baptized.
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January 1, 1673 - Regular Mail Delivery Begins Between New York and Boston
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The first roads on the British Colonies followed trails used by the natives or wildlife. The colonists used these ancient trails, widening and expanding them. Mail service during early colonial times was infrequent, uncertain and mostly within the colony. The first mail carriers were family members, friends and sometimes Indians. The first mail deliverers were post riders that delivered this mail. Colonial governments hired these post riders to deliver the mail. These Post riders were independent contractors who delivered mail in designated areas. 

Post Roads

Residents of towns that received mail service had to travel to a central location to pick up their mail. This location was usually the town’s general store. The term “post road” originated to designate the early mail delivery routes. Since the post riders had to maintain a tight schedule to deliver mail on time, a system of mile markers developed along these roads. The markers served to inform them of their progress along the road. Many of these "mile markers" still exist along the older post roads. Many of these post roads later became the first major highways in the United States. 

The First Mail Service

Francis Lovelace, governor of New York, instituted the first inter-colony mail service. The service did not last long, but the route became known as the Old Boston Post Road. Modern US 1 follows this route, the upper portion of which followed an earlier Indian route, the Pequot Path. 
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March 18, 1673 - Lord Berkley Sells His Half of New Jersey To The Quakers
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England captured New Amsterdam and New England during the Second Anglo-Dutch War (1665–1667). King Charles II granted his brother, the Duke of York, the entire area. The Duke of York, James Stewart, in turn granted the area we know as New Jersey to Sir George Carteret and Lord John Berkeley of Stratton as a reward. These men had remained loyal to James during the English Civil War. The men named the territory New Jersey after the isle of Jersey, which is in the English Channel. Sir George Carteret's family was from Jersey. It had served as his home during the time that Parliament exiled him during the English Civil War. 

New Jersey Splits In Two

Political differences arose between Carteret, New York Governor Richard Nicolls and Berkley. This situation and financial problems led the sale of his share on March 18, 1673 to two Quakers named Edward Byllynge and John Fenwick. These men then conveyed the property to William Penn and two other Quakers a year later. This sale divided the colony into to two parts, East and West Jersey. This division lasted from 1674 until 1702. At that time, the Crown took the colony over because of financial difficulties and reunited them.
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May 17, 1673 - Louis Joliet and Jacques Marquette Begin Exploring Mississippi River
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Jacques Marquette and Louis Joliet depart from St. Ignace on the Michilimackinac Peninsula. On their journey, they would become the first Europeans to explore the Mississippi River. 

Jacques Marquette (1637–1675)

The northern French city of Laon served as the birthplace of Jacques Marquette on June 1, 1637. When he turned seventeen, he joined the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). He served the Order for several years, teaching in France. The Order moved him to Quebec in New France in 1666 to serve as a missionary to the local Indian tribes. While serving in Quebec he became adept at speaking the Huron language. Seeing value in this, the Order moved him to missions in the Great Lakes area in present day Michigan. During his time in this area, he founded missions in two of Michigan's oldest towns, Sault Ste. Marie and St. Ignace in 1668 and 1671 respectively. Once he had established the missions at Sault Ste. Marie and St. Ignace he moved on to begin work on a new mission at La Pointe. During his work among the native tribes there, he encountered the Illinois Tribe. This tribe lived in the area drained by the upper Mississippi River. The Illinois told him of a mighty river the natives called the Mississippi River. They also invited him to come and work among their people there. 

Louis Joliet (1645 –1700?)

Wheelwright Jean Joliet and Marie d’Abancourt birthed a son, Louis, near Quebec in 1645. At ten years old, he entered the Jesuit College in Quebec and began studies to be a priest. During these years, he studied music, becoming a skilled harpsichordist and church organist. At twenty-three years old, in 1667, he decided on a change of vocations. He left the priesthood and became a coureur des bois, or fur trader. By 1673, he had become well known as a trader and explorer. He often visited La Pointe. It was there that he became acquainted with Jacques Marquette during his time at his missions. The men became friends and collaborators in the first mission to explore the Mississippi River. 

Rumors of the River

Rumors of a great river somewhere to the west or south had percolated through the French government in New France for years. French missionaries had seen portions of it and had provided sketchy descriptions of the river. By 1671, French authorities had approved an exploratory mission but they would not fund it. Since he was an experienced cartographer and geographer, they picked Louis Joliet to organize it. Because of his proficiency in native languages, they picked Jacques Marquette to accompany him. Joliet created a formed a commercial society to fund the expedition. He recruited six other coureur des bois to join it. By May 17, 1673, the expedition was ready to depart.
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May 17, 1673 - James Needham and Gabriel Arthur Depart Virginia for Tennessee
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Explorer and fur trader sent James Needham and Gabriel Arthur from his base of operations at Fort Henry to explore lands to the west, seeking a water passage to the Pacific Ocean.

Abraham Wood (c.1610 - c.1682)

The son of Francis Wood and Marie Chadwick, Abraham immigrated to Virginia at age ten on the ship, "Margaret and John." Two Spanish ships attacked the vessel on the voyage, killing most of the passengers. Abraham was one of the few survivors that made it to Jamestown. Virginia’s governor Samuel Matthews employed him sometime after 1625 and in 1644; he gained election to the Virginia House of Burgesses. He had received a patent for 400 acres on the Appomattox River, Virginia in 1638, near the site of Fort Henry. Virginia had constructed Fort Henry in 1645 to mark the boundary between the white settlements and lands occupied by the natives at the conclusion of the Second Anglo-Powhatan War. Wood became the commander of this fort, using it as a bas of operations for many exploratory parties that penetrated the areas west of the fort. 

The Expedition

James Needham and Gabriel Arthur had become friends and formed a partnership to become fur traders. The two made acquaintance with Abraham Wood and he hired them to mount an expedition to contact the Cherokee tribe, located somewhere to the west. On May 17, 1763, the men left Fort Henry, accompanied by eight Indian guides. The men traveled into current Tennessee as far as the Tennessee River. They contacted the Cherokee and made a treaty with them. Needham departed to return to Fort Henry, leaving Arthur with the Cherokee. When Needham returned to the Cherokee village, one of the Indian guides killed him. Arthur would return to Fort Henry in 1671 with furs he had obtained in trade.
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June 17, 1673 Marquette and Joliet Reach the Mississippi
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Louis Joliet and Jacques Marquette departed from St. Ignace (Michigan) on May 17, 1673. Thus, they began their epic journey to find the Mississippi River. 

First Leg

The expedition followed the coast of Lake Michigan until they reached Green Bay. They entered the Fox River and traveled up the river, at length reaching Lake Winnebago. After following the western shore of the lake, the voyeurs continued up the Fox. At the present site of Berlin, Wisconsin, they encountered the Menominee tribe. As they camped with the natives, the Indians told them of a large river called the “Meskousing” that was near the source of the Fox River. The natives told them that they could reach it by means of a short portage. Using this portage, about two miles long, they entered the Wisconsin River near the site of Portage, Wisconsin. The city is named for this important portage. In their journals, they mentioned the wild rice, or “folle avione,” that grew throughout the region. They noted that the natives used as an important food source. 

Reaching the Goal

The expedition traveled the nearly one hundred miles from Portage to the Mississippi River by canoe. On June 17, 1673, they reached their goal, entering the river near present day Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin. Their mission was to paddle the length of the great river to find its mouth and find possible routes west, to Asia. During their voyage, downstream Joliet and Marquette noted other rivers that entered the Mississippi. They also described the unfamiliar fish they found. They also saw the vast herds of bison that grazed the parries that bordered the river. When they reached a point about 435 miles from the Gulf of Mexico, they encountered natives using European goods. Fearing that they might fall into the hands of the Spaniards, the two decided to return. They had established that the Mississippi did flow into the Gulf of Mexico. Therefore, in mid-July they turned their canoes back north. 

The Return

The natives they met told them that the Illinois River was a shorter route back to Lake Michigan. Therefore, the men entered the mouth of the Illinois and paddled northeast. Using the portage near present day Chicago, they re-entered Lake Michigan. They returned to Green Bay, where Marquette stopped at the mission of St. Francis Xavier. Joliet continued on to spread the news of their findings. He traveled by way of the St. Lawrence River and decided to enter the Lachine Rapids. His canoe overturned in the rapids and he lost his journals of the trip. He reconstructed them later from memory. Luckily, Marquette had also kept a journal of their findings and historians use these to study their journey. 

Together the two men and their companions had put another piece of the puzzle into place in the vast continent of North America.
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August 23, 1673 - Dutch Capture New York From the English
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The English captured New Amsterdam from the Dutch in 1665 during the Second Anglo-Dutch War and held it for eight years. Dutch Vice-Admiral Cornelis Evertsen captured it back during the Third Anglo-Dutch War.

Third Anglo-Dutch War

Lasting from 1672 until 1674, the Third Anglo-Dutch War began because of an incident known at the "Merlin Incident." King Charles II of England lusted for another war with the Netherlands. He created an incident to incite war fever in the English people. Parliament had been reluctant to go to another expensive war. The King hoped that public pressure would force them to support it. The royal yacht, Merlin, needed maintenance while off the Dutch coast. He allowed the ship to pass through the Dutch fleet anchored offshore. A previously signed treaty required the Dutch to strike their flags and fire white smoke from their cannons in salute. The Dutch did not believe that the Merlin was a warship. They struck their flags but did not fire the cannon. The King used their supposed lack of respect to incite a war against the Dutch.

Vice-Admiral Cornelis Evertsen (November 16, 1642 – November 16, 1706) 

The son and nephew of seamen, Eversten began his seagoing career at age ten. In 1652, he sailed with his father, Lieutenant-Admiral Cornelis Evertsen the Elder when he was ten. During 1665, he became a privateer during the Second Anglo-Dutch War. The English captured his ship. As the English closed in, Eversten attempted to blow up his ship. His crew had to restrain him. The English had particular interest in him because of his father and his uncle, Lieutenant-Admiral Johan Evertsen. During the fight, a bullet had passed through his hat. During questioning, an English officer queried him about the hat. He said that he wished the bullet had passed lower, as that would have been preferable being an English prisoner. King Charles II personally released him on April 24, 1665 because of his witty replies during his meeting with the King. 

After his return, he witnessed a cannonball cut his father in two during the Four Days Battle. Later he saw his uncle die during the St. James's Day Battle.

The Dutch Retake the City

Eversten received the task of capturing New York from the English. He commanded a fleet of twenty-one ships, the largest ever assembled in the New World at that time. He sailed into New York harbor and began deploying 600 Dutch troops. The English capitulated and the Dutch took control of their old possession. They renamed it New Orange, in honor of the Duke of Orange.
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February 19, 1674 - Netherlands & England sign Peace of Westminster
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The city that now carries the name of New York has had three names during its existence and has belonged to three different nations. Founded as New Amsterdam by the Dutch in 1625, the Dutch held the site until August 27, 1664. At that time, the English captured it setting off the Second Anglo-Dutch War. The English renamed it New York, after the Duke of York. His brother, King Charles II, granted him the lands. The Dutch attacked, took and held the town for a short period in July 1673 during the Third Anglo-Dutch War. They renamed the town New Orange after Duke of Orange. 

The Treaty of Westminster

Signed on February 19, 1674 the Treaty of Westminster ended the Third Anglo-Dutch War. Parliament, alarmed by Dutch success in the war, forced King Charles II to sign the treaty on March 5, 1674 by cutting off funds for the war. They took this action mostly because of the Dutch retaking of New York and capture of an unanticipated number of English ships.

The treaty bestowed Suriname, captured by the Dutch in 1667, to the Dutch. It returned New York to England and it restored the terms of an earlier peace treaty, the Treaty of Breda of 1667. The Dutch did not press retaining New York because they thought that Suriname was the more valuable colony. The English had to return the islands of Tobago, Saba, St Eustatius and Tortola in the West Indies. New Orange now became New York again and a British possession until the American Revolution.
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February 21, 1674 - Jethro Tull Born
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Jethro Tull invented a number of agricultural tools that spawned the British Agricultural Revolution and, in turn, agriculture in the British colonies. 

Jethro Tull (1674 – 21 February 1741) 

A native of Basildon, Berkshire, Tull was the son of Jethro Tull, Sr and his wife Dorothy (Buckeridge). He trained for a legal profession at St John's College, Oxford. He married Susanna Smith. He received a call to the bar, but before he could begin his legal profession, he became ill and settled on his father's farm. He traveled to Europe for his health. He noted the agricultural practices in Montpellier, France, where he was staying. He noted that the French pulverized the earth before planting, making it easier for the plants to absorb the manure. The French did not manure their vineyards, but they did constantly work the soil around the vines. He came away with the mistaken idea that manure was not necessary, that the earth was the sole sustenance plants needed. 

The Seed Drill

Farmers sowed seed at the time by broadcasting the seed by hand. This method was not very efficient, as it used vast quantities of seed and made it necessary to thin the crops. He first attempted to get the servants to plant the seed at specified distances in a row. The servants resisted, so he responded by inventing his mechanical seed drill, a machine that dropped seeds at regular intervals in a furrow. 

Other Methods and Machines

Tull also advocated hoeing cultivated soils, a novel concept to farmers of that era. He maintained that hoeing soil destroys weeds and makes nutrients more available to the plants. He invented a multi-row planter that could sow two different kinds of seed at one time and promoted new sowing methods for American farmers to improve their cotton yields. He advised that to increase yields, they did not need to increase the amount of seed grown. They needed to plant the seed at the proper distances so each plant could thrive. Though he was mistaken about the need for manuring fields, the agricultural practices he developed helped spawn a new age in agriculture in Britain and her North American colonies.
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Timeline of United States History - Book 2

SEPTEMBER 27, 1540 - SOCIETY OF JESUS (JESUITS) FOUNDED BY IGNATIUS LOYOLA

SEPTEMBER 21, 1621 - EARLIEST POSSIBLE DATE FOR THE FIRST THANKSGIVING DAY

SEPTEMBER 28, 1542 - JUAN RODRIGUEZ CABRILLO DISCOVERS CALIFORNIA

SEPTEMBER 20 - 1565 - SPANISH DESTROY FORT CAROLINE

SEPTEMBER H, 1585 - DRAKE DEPARTS ON THE GREAT RAID

JULY 05,1643 - FIRST POSSIBLE RECORDED TORNADO IN BRITISH COLONIES

SEPTEMBER 09, 1664 - DUTCH SURRENDER NEW AMSTER DAM TO THE BRITISH

AUGUIST 27, 1665 - YE BARE & YE CUBB? IS FIRST PLAY PERFORMED IN NORTH AMERICA
SEPTEMBER 23, 1667 - VIRGINIA SLAVES BANNED FROM OBTAINING FREEDOM BY CONVERSION TO
CHRISTIANITY

MARCH 01, 1669 - FUNDAMENTAL CONSTITUTIONS OF CAROLINA APPROVED

OCTOBER 13,1670 - VIRGINIA PASSES LAW - ARRIVING CHRISTIAN BLACKS EXEMPT FROM SLAVERY
JANUARY 1, 1673 - REGULAR MAIL DELIVERY BEGINS

MARCH 18, 1673 - LORD BERKLEY SELLS HIS HALF OF NEW JERSEY TO THE QUAKERS

MAY 17,1673 - LOUIS JOLIET AND JACQUES MARQUETTE BEGIN EXPLORING MISSISSIPPI RIVER

MAY 17, 1673 - JAMES NEEDHAM AND GABRIEL ARTHUR DEPART VIR GINIA FOR TENNESSEE

JUNE 17,1673 MARQUETTE AND JOLIET REACH THE MISSISSIPPI

AUGUST 23,1673 - DUTCH CAPTURE NEW YORK FROM THE ENGLISH

FEBRUARY 19, 1674 - NETHERLANDS & ENGLAND SIGN PEACE OF WESTMINSTER

DECEMBER 04, 1674 FATHER MARQUETTE FIRST EUROPEAN TO LIVE IN CHICAGO

FEBRUARY 21, 1674 - JETHRO TULL BORN

JANUARY 8, 1675 - FIRST AMERICAN COMMER CIAL CORPORATION CHARTERED

MARCH 03,1675 - GOVERNOR BERKELEY APPOINTS NATHANIEL BACON TO VIRGINIA COUNCIL OF
STATE

JUNE 20, 1675 - KING PHILLIPS WAR BEGINS

AUGUST 31,1675 - GOVERNOR BERKELEY BEGINS INVESTIGATION INTO SUSQUEHANNA kg
SEPTEMBER 26, 1675 - PARLEY BETWEEN MARYLAND, VIRGINIA AND SUSQUEHANNA
OCTOBER 30, 1675 - PRAYING INDIANS REMOVED FROM THEIR. COMMUNITIES
DECEMBER 19, 1675 - THE GREAT SWAMP FIGHT
JANUARY 1676 - SUSQUEHANNOCKS RAIDS DEEP INTO VIR GINIA y
FEBRUARY 10, 1676 - WAMPANOAG INDIANS UNDER KING PHILIP KILL ALL MEN [ BV IR MA
MARCH 1676 - GOVERNOR BERKELEY CALLS LONG ASSEMBLY

MARCH 29, 1676 - PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND DESTROYED BY WAMPANOAG

APRIL 21,1676 - SUDBURY ATTACKED BY INDIANS - KING PHILLIPS WAR

MAY 2, 1676 - MARY ROWLANDSON RANSOMED BY COLONISTS

MAY 03, 1676 - GOVERNOR BERKELEY GATHERS FORCE AGAINST BACON

MAY 28, 1676 - BERKLEY ISSUES "DECLARATION AND REMONSTRANCE"

JUNE 06, 1676 - BACON'S REBELLION - BACON LEADS BAND OF ARMED

JUNE 23, 1676
JULY 29,1676
JULY 30, 1676 - BACON ISSUES ‘DECLARATION OF THE PEOPLE
AUGUST 03, 1676 - BACON HOLDS CONFERENCE

AUGUST 12, 1676 - KING PHILIPS WAR ENDS IN NEW ENGLAND
LATE AUGUST 1676 - BERKELEY CAPTURES BACON'S FLEET
SEPTEMBER 07, 1676 - BERKLEY RECAPTURES JAMESTOWN
SEPTEMBER 18,1676 - BACON CAPTURES JAMESTOWN
SEPTEMBER 19, 1676 - BACON'S REBELLION - BACON BURNS JAME
OCTOBER 26, 1676 - BACON'S REBELLION - NATHANIAL BACON
NOVEMBER 13,1676 - FIRST BACON'S REBELLION INSUR GIENT |
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