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The Prison Epistles by Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh is an insightful exposition and devotional guide to the study of Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. Drawing on the power of Scripture, Koh provides compelling insight into how the teachings of Paul can still be applied to the modern church. Giving a clear background and simple explanation of each passage, this book is perfect for individual or group study. Each lesson is followed by a devotional application and prayer to help readers encounter the God of the Word through the Word of God.

The Prison Epistles provides an easy-to-follow, 50-week guide to the study of Paul’s prison epistles. With Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh, readers can gain a deeper understanding of the teachings of Paul and the power of Scripture. This book is perfect both for those looking for a deeper understanding of the Bible and those seeking a spiritual devotional guide. Get your copy today and discover the power of Scripture and the teachings of Paul.

Shalom and God bless, 

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh

July 2021
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Paul’s prison epistles of Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon contain important teachings to counter false teachers and early Gnosticism. False teachers and prophets preaching corrupt doctrines are relevant to our modern church. The author has provided clear backgrounds and simple explanations for every passage in these Epistles. Rev. Ng Wah Lok.

Immerse yourself in a vivid Bible study exploring Paul's transformative journey during his time in custody. He wrote the books that teach us to be prepared for warfare and how to grow in Christ. A clean and concise read that brings the words alive as you read, Margarita Bailey, 

I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on myself. I recommend this book to anyone wanting a deeper understanding of Faith that is found in the Books of Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon, Kevin Booker.

Dr. Koh takes the reader into the life of Paul when he was in prison through his words in the Bible. This book was a wonderful way to experience the scripture and Paul for a deeper understanding of these scriptures. Rowan E. Creech.

I really enjoy the author’s books. Books are all Bible based and do not distort the context of God’s word. Paul’s life is deep; he didn’t have it easy. Learn about the Disciples’ mistakes, trials, and successes. His journey is a testament to faith. T Townsend.

A great study on apostle Paul's prison epistles. An informative book for all ages which helps in building better faith in the understanding of the doctrines. Beautiful prayers accompany this book. I am on the ARC team and I leave an honest review. I recommend this book to other readers, Sharmani Jeyaram.
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Introduction to Philippians
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Philippi was a Roman colony in Greece. Paul visited Philippi in AD 51 on his second missionary journey. In Philippi, Paul’s message converted and saved Lydia, and her family at a riverside on a Sabbath day. Then all hell broke loose when Paul exorcised a demonized slave girl, landing him and Silas in the local prison, Acts 16:16–24. At midnight, when Paul and Silas were singing, praying, and praising God, an earthquake broke the prisoners’ chains and opened the prison doors. 

Paul prevented the Philippian jailer from committing suicide, saying that no one had escaped. Paul’s message converted the Philippian jailer and his family, and they were baptized. When the magistrate realized that Paul was a Roman citizen, he immediately released him the following day, Acts 26:25–40. Paul established the Philippian church with Lydia, the Philippian jailer, and their families. 

Paul left Philippi, travelled to Thessalonica, Berea, Corinth, Ephesus, and other places before returning to Jerusalem in AD 57. When the Jews mobbed him outside the temple, the Romans arrested him and sent him off to Caesarea. In AD 59, the Romans sent Paul on a prison ship to Rome, Acts 21–26. 

After surviving a major shipwreck and a poisonous snake bite in Malta, Paul finally made it to Rome in AD 60, as a prisoner under house arrest, Acts 28. Epaphroditus visited Paul with financial support from the Philippian church. 

Paul, the author of the letter to the Philippians, wrote it between AD 60 and 62, under Roman house arrest, guarded by a Roman Praetorian guard, around the clock. According to church tradition, the Roman emperor Nero released Paul in AD 62, but had him rearrested and beheaded in AD 66 at the Mamertine prison.

This is one of the four Pauline prison epistles (letters): Philippians, Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon. 

The theme of Philippians is joyfulness and rejoicing in Christ. 

Lydia was the first Christian in Europe and the Philippian church was the first church there.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


1

Paul’s Prayer
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Philippians 1:1–7

Verses 1–2, Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ; to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, with the overseers and servants, 2 Grace to you, and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Reflection 

Paul and Timothy were bond servants of Jesus Christ. Bond servant in Greek is doulos, which means, slave. Greek for saint is hagios, which means sanctified, consecrated, holy, or set apart for God. The Philippian Christians, and us, are saints, who are set apart for God. Greek for bishop is episkopos, which means an overseer. Greek for deacon is diakonos, which means a minister. Greek for grace is charis, which means getting something undeserved. Greek for peace is eirene, which means an inner sense of well-being. Paul pronounced grace and peace on his audience, and us. 

Grace comes before peace. An unsaved person is at enmity with God due to sin. Salvation and justification by grace lead to peace with God, peace from God, and the peace of God. 

Romans 5:2, Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Philippians 4:7, and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Verses 3–5, 3 I thank my God whenever I remember you, 4 always in every request of mine on behalf of you all, making my requests with joy, 5 for your partnership in furtherance of the Good News from the first day until now. 

Reflection

Paul remembered, thanked, and prayed joyfully for the Philippian Christians, for their fellowship as co-workers in the gospel from the first day he met them. 

Verses 6–7,6 being confident of this very thing, that he who began a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. 7 It is even right for me to think this way on behalf of all of you, because I have you in my heart, because both in my bonds and in the defense and confirmation of the Good News, you all are partakers with me of grace.

Reflection

Paul was confident that the God who started the Philippian church would continue to sustain and render her perfect until Jesus Christ’s second coming. Even in prison, Paul had the interest of the Philippian Christians at heart, as they were his co-workers of the gospel and recipients of God’s grace. 

Philippians 1:6 is a memory verse and promise to claim, He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ. When God started a good work in you, He will complete it before His second coming

Application

Consider your prayer life. Do you show joy and gratitude for others in your prayers? You should thank God for those He has brought into your life and pray joyfully for them to help spread the gospel.

Think about how much hope and faith you have in God's ability to fulfill His plans for your life and the lives of others. Do you believe He will complete what He began? While waiting for God, be patient and wait with hope.

.
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A Marketplace Soul Winner
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Philippians 1:8–18

Verses 8–11, 8 For God is my witness, how I long after all of you in the tender mercies of Christ Jesus. 9 This I pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and all discernment, 10 so that you may approve the things that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense to the day of Christ, 11 being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.

Reflection

Paul’s witness was God. Greek for affection in Greek is splangchnon, which means intestines. The Greeks in first-century Israel considered the intestines, not the heart, to be the seat of the emotions. Paul longed to see his audience and had affection for them. He prayed that his audience, and we, should have love, excellent knowledge, discernment, and sincerity, and be blameless until Jesus Christ’ second coming. Paul prayed for them, and us, to be filled with fruit of the Holy Spirit. 

Proverbs 11:30, The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he who wins souls is wise.

Galatians 5:22–23, But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. 

1 Peter 4:8, And above all things have fervent love for one another, for love will cover a multitude of sins. 

Verses 12–14, 12 Now I desire to have you know, brothers, that the things which happened to me have turned out rather to the progress of the Good News, 13 so that it became evident to the whole palace guard, and to all the rest, that my bonds are in Christ, 14 and that most of the brothers in the Lord, being confident through my bonds, are more abundantly bold to speak the word of God without fear.

Reflection

Paul’s house arrest turned out to be a blessing in disguise. When Paul preached to the Roman Praetorian guards, some might have been converted and then shared the gospel with the household of Caesar. Paul was a role model for other Christians to preach the gospel with confident and boldness. He was a prison soul winner. The prison was his pulpit for evangelism. Paul considered himself a prisoner not of Nero Caesar but of Jesus Christ. 

Today, you can be a soul winner in your workplace. Your office is your pulpit. Your colleagues and clients are your congregation. You can share the gospel and be a minister to the people in your workplace. 

Verses 15–18, 15 Some indeed preach Christ even out of envy and strife, and some also out of good will. 16 The former insincerely preach Christ from selfish ambition, thinking that they add affliction to my chains; 17 but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the Good News. 18 What does it matter? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed. I rejoice in this, yes, and will rejoice. 

Reflection

Some people preach the gospel with ulterior motives, envy, strife, deception, and selfish ambition. Some people preach the gospel with goodwill, love, and truth. This is true even today. Paul rejoiced however Christ was preached and glorified. 

Application

Think about how your love for God and discernment have evolved over the years. Do you work to improve these qualities? Please pray to God for more love, wisdom, and discernment, so that you can live a life of righteousness and purity for God's sake.

Take into consideration how your attitude towards difficult situations impacts others. Do you see challenges as an opportunity to spread the Gospel? Choose joy regardless of your circumstances, as God will employ them to advance his plan and support others.
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For Me to Live Is Christ
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Philippians 1:19–30

Verses 19–21, 19 For I know that this will turn out to my salvation, through your prayers and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope, that I will in no way be disappointed, but with all boldness, as always, now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Reflection

Paul was confident that the prayers of his audience for him through the Holy Spirit would be answered. He was not ashamed to be in prison as he had not done anything wrong. He prayed that Jesus Christ would be magnified in his body whether by life or by death.

Philippians 1:21 is a memory verse and a promise to claim, For, to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

Paul lived for Christ with the hope of heaven. Even at death, he had nothing to lose as he would be united with Christ in glory. If you live for Christ, your death will be a gain. If you live for anything else, your death will be a loss. When Christians die, they gain heaven and eternal life. When non-Christians die, they lose everything. 

Verses 22–26, 22 But if I live on in the flesh, this will bring fruit from my work; yet I don’t know what I will choose. 23 But I am hard pressed between the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Yet to remain in the flesh is more needful for your sake. 25 Having this confidence, I know that I will remain, yes, and remain with you all for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 that your rejoicing may abound in Christ Jesus in me through my presence with you again.

Reflection

Paul wrestled between living and departing this life. If he lived, he would continue to serve his audience in the kingdom. If he died, he would depart the world and be united with Christ in glory. But he needed to be alive to continue to serve his audience with joy, and to be united with them in the future. 

2 Corinthians 5:8, We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.

Verses 27–30, 27 Only let your way of life be worthy of the Good News of Christ, that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your state, that you stand firm in one spirit, with one soul striving for the faith of the Good News; 28 and in nothing frightened by the adversaries, which is for them a proof of destruction, but to you of salvation, and that from God. 29 Because it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in him, but also to suffer on his behalf, 30 having the same conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.

Reflection

Paul encouraged his audience, and us, to walk worthy of the gospel, in unity of spirit, being faithful to the gospel, and not being afraid of tribulations. We are blessed if we suffer for righteousness’ and for Christ’s sake. 

Matthew 5:10–11, Blessed is those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 
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