
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


CZECH SUNDAY READER

Save and Multiply

––––––––

[image: ]


Kytka Hilmarova

[image: A logo of a lion with a crown

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

Czech Sunday Reader: Save and Multiply Copyright © 2023 by Kytka Hilmarova.

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law. For permission requests or information about special discounts or bulk purchases, please contact:

Czech Revival Publishing.

www.czechrevival.com 

US+ 727-238-7884
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Summary: "Save and Multiply" is a captivating addition to the Czech Sunday Reader series, curated and translated by Kytka Hilmarova. This book serves as a treasury of wisdom and practical guidance from early 20th-century Czech literature, offering readers a transformative journey towards financial prosperity, personal growth, and a meaningful life. It includes a collection of writings that delve into topics such as cultivating a healthy mind and body, the power of education, and the importance of family and patriotism. With notable Czech entrepreneurs as examples, readers are inspired to apply these lessons to their own lives. This book stands as a testament to the enduring power of Czech literature and provides readers with a remarkable opportunity to engage with the wisdom of the past for a more prosperous and fulfilling future.
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Dedication
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This dedication is for a determined and visionary Czech individual aspiring to be an entrepreneur. Embrace challenges fearlessly, learn from setbacks, and trust in your instincts. Build a business that makes a positive impact, surround yourself with mentors, and stay true to your values. With dedication, perseverance, and an unwavering belief in your abilities, you have the power to shape your own destiny. May your journey be marked by innovation, success, and a profound positive impact on the world.
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Preface
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The Czech Wealth Blueprint: Save And Multiply the Wealth of Your Nation! is an English translation of the booklet entitled Šetři a rozmnožuj majetek svého národa! This publication, written by Jan Křen, was originally published in 1913 as part of a series known as "Nedeľní čtení" or "Sunday reading" in English. 

The booklet, akin to the popular "Think and Grow Rich" series, aimed to provide guidance on financial prosperity and was published by the Holešov District of the National Union in Holešov. It is worth noting that this edition was approved by the Union of Czech Savers in Prague.
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Translator’s Introduction
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In 1913, The Czech Republic as we know it now did not exist as an independent country. The region was part of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, specifically the Kingdom of Bohemia and Moravia. 

During this time, there were significant events and developments in the region which will give you a context in which this booklet was written.

The political climate in the region witnessed the rising momentum of both Czech and Slovak national movements. These movements passionately advocated for increased autonomy and sought recognition for their unique identities. They strove to assert their distinct cultural and national characteristics within the diverse landscape of the empire.

During this period, the German language held significant prominence in the region, but the Czech and Slovak populations fervently fought for the recognition and promotion of their own languages. The struggle for language rights focused particularly on education and public administration. Czech and Slovak activists and intellectuals advocated for the use of their native languages in schools, aiming to preserve and strengthen their cultural identities. They also pushed for the inclusion of Czech and Slovak languages in public administration, seeking equal linguistic representation and the right to access government services in their own languages. The language rights movement played a pivotal role in asserting the linguistic and cultural autonomy of the Czech and Slovak populations within the broader multilingual context of the time.

The Czech National Revival, a vibrant cultural and literary movement, was in full swing. This period saw the flourishing of Czech arts, literature, and intellectual endeavors. Notable figures like Karel Čapek and Jaroslav Hašek emerged as prominent Czech writers and intellectuals, contributing to the rich cultural tapestry of the time. Their works and ideas played a significant role in shaping the Czech literary landscape and furthering the aspirations of the Czech people during this era.

In 1913, the region witnessed notable industrialization and substantial economic growth. Various sectors experienced significant advancements, including textile manufacturing, iron and steel production, and coal mining. These industries played crucial roles in driving the region's economic development and expanding its industrial capabilities. The expansion of textile manufacturing contributed to the production of fabrics and textiles, while iron and steel production supported the growing infrastructure and manufacturing needs. Additionally, the thriving coal mining sector provided a vital energy source for industrial processes. The industrialization efforts of the time propelled the region forward, shaping its economic landscape and laying the foundation for further progress in the years to come.

Despite the progress made in industrial development during 1913, significant social and economic challenges persisted, particularly for the lower classes. The working and living conditions for many individuals remained harsh and difficult. Low wages were prevalent, often failing to provide a decent standard of living for workers and their families. Long working hours were common, with laborers facing arduous and exhausting schedules. Furthermore, inadequate social protections meant that workers had limited support in times of sickness, injury, or unemployment. These challenges highlighted the need for improved labor rights, fairer wages, and enhanced social safety nets to address the disparities and hardships faced by the working class during that period.

As 1913 progressed, tensions within the Austro-Hungarian Empire escalated, fueled by the growing national aspirations of various ethnic groups. The calls for greater autonomy and eventual independence became more pronounced. Nationalist movements gained momentum, with different regions and ethnicities expressing their desire for self-governance and the preservation of their unique cultural identities. The mounting tensions reflected a broader discontent with the centralized imperial rule and a yearning for greater self-determination. These increasing calls for autonomy and independence set the stage for the significant political shifts and eventual disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian Empire in the years to come.

It's important to note that Czechoslovakia as an independent nation was established after the end of World War I in 1918.
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The Slogans of the Union of Czech Savers
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The book begins with the following slogans listed:


✓  Be a source of happiness and bring joy to others - Bolzano's wisdom reminds us of the noble task of being human.

✓  Start saving, no matter how little, and persevere - Comenius emphasizes the importance of taking small steps towards saving and maintaining consistency.

✓  Czechs, save in order to be generous - Hlávka's slogan encourages Czechs to save so that they can generously contribute to the well-being of others.

✓  Work, save, take action, and accumulate wealth - Havlíček highlights the indispensable role of hard work, savings, and acquiring resources for achieving success.
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