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MADELINE IONESCU, SABRINA BOGDAN STILL MISSING—TCT SEEKS HELP
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Madeline Ionescu, the 19-year-old star of Netflix hit show The Book of Eibon, disappeared on the afternoon of January 10. Her whereabouts remain unknown. She was last seen buying snacks and soda at an Exxon on Arlington Avenue and driving east on Boynton. Ionescu was wearing a gray skirt, a white blouse with long frilly sleeves, black running shoes, and carrying a large black Margaux bag. She was driving a Fiat 124 Spider. The producers of The Book of Eibon reported that she had not returned to set the next morning as scheduled. After a disappearance last year, which held up the shooting of her film Winter Loves for a week while she and friends went partying in Hoia-Baciu Forest in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, show producers immediately called authorities. The case is being investigated by the Berkeley Police Department and the FBI.


According to police reports, on January 11, a patrol officer found the Fiat rolled over on its side in a ravine in Berkeley Woods, with no sign of Ms. Ionescu. Apparently, the driver had been heading west away from the ruins of Abigail Ronan’s home. The trees around the site were gnarled and discolored in ways authorities cannot explain. Several personal items of the actress were found in the house, such as her tablet and bag, as well as a smartphone belonging to Sabrina Bogdan, 17, a Berkeley freshman earlier questioned by police along with Ms. Ionescu about Lucia Cristian’s murder. Ionescu and Bogdan have been romantically linked by the tabloids.

Police have also not been able to locate Ms. Bogdan. A look through the phone’s contents and subsequent investigation revealed she was a ward of the Cristian family, though the exact circumstances around her guardianship remain cloudy under curious access restrictions and disclosure exemptions. Representatives of the Cristians did not return calls for comment.

The conversation between Ionescu and Bogdan, apparently recorded on the phone by accident, is bizarre. Some authorities believed it was part of an elaborate hoax for several reasons. Among those reasons, contrary to Bogdan’s claim on the recording and apparently to Child Protective Services, searches of the burnt home of Abigail Ronan revealed no evidence of either her or “Daveigh’s” imprisonment. (The latter’s existence has never even been verified.) Indeed, the remains of Mrs. Ronan and her two daughters were never found either, and police still consider them missing as well. Neither were signs of alleged occult activities ever discovered. The fire department concluded the fire was accidental. Furthermore, the school district superintendent's investigation of St. Andrew’s Academy revealed no evidence for Bogdan’s “outlandish” claims concerning the school’s curriculum and residents.


Nevertheless, both young women also remain missing after months. Given the strange events that had taken place globally the past year, some of which are referenced in the recording, many are not ready to dismiss the girls’ claims just yet. The producers of The Book of Eibon and Winter Loves are offering a $75,000 reward for information leading to Ionescu and Bogdan’s safe return.



TCT has obtained a copy of the recorded conversation and transcribed it in the hopes that anyone with insight into these events will step forward.




Maddie: Lucky, the electricity is still going. How the hell…?



Sabrina: Abigail must have been paid up for the year, and the fire didn’t damage the wiring.



Maddie: I don’t see how… Anyway, wish the volume on the tablet didn’t keep going up and down. It was working fine till I got here, and I just bought this new last week.



Sabrina: I’m sure it’s fine. At least the screen is big enough so we can see it with it propped up on the nightstand there.



Maddie: Sure you don’t want to plug in your phone?



Sabrina: Maybe later. It’s fully charged right now. It won’t show video anyway since I got here.



Maddie: What’s that blinking light? It isn’t recording, is it?



Sabrina: No. Just started malfunctioning too, when I got here.



Maddie: You know, it’s weird that I went right past this place twice and missed it.



Sabrina: It’s always been like that. Even the Cristians, the fire department, Child Protective Services, and Detective Hardaway had a hard time finding it.



Maddie: Is that protection spell from the book still going, Sabrina?



Sabrina: Mm-hm. I’ll say the last part when it’s time. The mastiff figurines will keep us safe till then. According to the text, this is what will keep the rift closed. Stop it from trying to open, causing all this havoc.



Maddie: You memorized the steps while I was getting the snacks?



Sabrina: Mm-hm. And we went over some of this sort of stuff at the academy, and…I remember Abigail and her girls doing this dozens and dozens of times.



Maddie: With those clay figurines.



Sabrina: Mm-hm. Just don’t touch them; they’re delicate. It’s a miracle they weren’t destroyed in the fire. Just knocked over, apparently.



Maddie: As long as they keep those creepy shadows outside. I wish those things would stop scraping the walls and roof. I’m sure those sounds aren’t trees.


[thumping noise]


Sabrina: I’m sure they will. Look, there goes another one.



Maddie: How did they find this place in, well, the first place?



Sabrina: Probably just traced the spell from wherever they come from. Baciu always said spells leave a trail to whoever’s casting them.



Maddie: A trail.



Sabrina: Mm-hm.



Maddie: Well, it's not gonna work any faster if you keep staring out the window, right? Come back to bed. The news program's about to start. A lot of fast-moving, mostly short bits from correspondents around the world, eh? And close the window. I can hardly hear myself think, and it's getting cold as hell outside. Lucky Abigail had this bed up here. Comfortable too. This blanket isn’t very warm, though. Could you try another calefactio charm?



Sabrina: Vreme frumoasă, vă rog să străluciți, În această zi specială a mea, Am alungat norii, Deci soarele va străluci toată ziua.



Maddie: Ah, that's better. Toasty. Thank you, Sabs. Good thing you dug out that book from the rubble while I was getting snacks. Yeah, just put it on that windowsill there, right next to the figurines. Come over here.



Sabrina: You were a little closer to the window, you know.



Maddie: You seemed to have everything in hand. You sure you didn’t need the ice pack? You feel OK down there?



Sabrina: Huh?



Maddie’s Tablet: Albury Police Department employee, Jeffry Ross, had just gotten a cup of coffee from a stand when something dropped from the sky. She says it was something that looked like worms, large clumps of them, but they were not like any worms she had ever seen. Though when asked to describe them, she was at a loss for words.


Ross says, "When I saw that they were skittering like crabs, I said, 'It's worms but...not!’ I got the hell out of there!"

He sent his co-worker inside these pictures to show he wasn't making it up after she did not believe his description.

Their origin is a mystery, but some believe that a nearby spring described by residents as "acting strangely" may have something to do with it.


Maddie: Sabs, we really have to watch this? The world's depressing enough without the news.



Sabrina: I told you, I have to know what's happening to try to see if the protection spell works. Your soda’s gonna fall off the nightstand.



Maddie: What the hell happened anyway?



Sabrina: I told you, Maddie.



Maddie: No, you never did. The shadows found you. What the hell does that even mean? You were just standing there in front of the house when I found you. Why did you come back here in the first place?



Maddie’s Tablet: Colored rain is pouring in the Kottayam district. Reports about colored rain have also come from Palakkad, Ernakulam, and Pathanamthitta in the past two days. Oddly enough, none of the reports has been able to describe the color, any more than have viewers or observers here at the station who looked at the footage. Some say it looks green, others bright red, and others cannot decide. Different callers have called in to tell us the same thing.


Differently colored rain was also reported from Chittar in Pathanamthitta district.

People have brought samples to the Centre for Earth Sciences for analysis.

Though the water has some traces of particulate matter, other elements have baffled scientists, one commenting to reporters that they have never seen anything like it before and have no classification for it.

Dr. M. Baba, the Centre's director, said they are still attempting to design a chemical analysis for the water.


Sabrina: All I know is that while I was about to see my advisor about something, I suddenly just felt the need to come back here. I wasn’t sure why until I came.



Maddie: Good thing it’s the end of the semester. Were there any shadows? At the university, I mean. These shadows you told me about that aren’t seemingly cast by anything.
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