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AUTHOR’S NOTES

JUST A REGULAR GUY

 


The first time that I met Keanu Reeves was in 2003
during a Los Angeles press conference for the third installment of
The Matrix film series, The Matrix: Revolutions. My
initial impression was that glad-handing the press and making
happy-talk about his latest film while paparazzi were clicking and
shuttering images of the event was the last thing Reeves wanted to
do.

Although he was the star of the film, his body
language and painfully shy smile pointed to an actor doing his best
to fade into the background. Shifting uneasily in a chair and
trying to hide behind a microphone, you had to feel for the guy.
You knew that chit-chatting with the assembled press while
attempting to look relaxed—as he was blinded by paparazzi flash and
camera click—was definitely not his thing. And to be fair, the
media in attendance knew it as well.

Reeves’ responses to questions were concise, if not
overly insightful or earthshaking. He was polite and seemingly
eager to please, but displayed none of the ego and arrogance we’ve
come to associate with stars of his caliber. His matter-of-fact
tone was less easy than calculating and predictable; far from the
usual softball responses offered up by Hollywood. Keanu Reeves was
more than willing to get out the word on the film. It was his job,
and he’s always been someone who would step in and do something to
help the cause.

But as the press conference concluded, Reeves,
politely, after a few handshakes and some informal “happy talk”
with his fellow actors, was out the door and into the day. Where he
was going was anybody’s guess.

Perhaps he went to walk on the beach, ride his
motorcycle on winding roads in the Hollywood Hills, visit a nearby
art gallery or walk the city streets alone, deep in thought.
Because while Keanu Reeves knew his place in the world of
celebrity, he also worked hard to maintain the truth that in his
heart and soul, he was just a regular guy.

There seemingly has never been a rhyme or reason to
Keanu Reeves. In the best of times, Keanu could appear lost in his
own thoughts, or a bit oblivious He’s mystical in attitude,
spiritual in an earthy sort of hippie, punk-rock way. Yet he’s
definitely made some wise choices when it’s come to career, even if
those choices were often more luck and happenstance than
calculating Hollywood hustle.

If he never did anything beyond Bill and Ted’s
Excellent Adventure, Speed, The Matrix and,
recently, the John Wick action movies, he’d be in the hall
of fame 10 times over. He’s had his share of clinkers and
borderline stinkers, as well as some good work in obscure foreign
and art films, many of which came and went with little recognition
or public impact. If he liked the role, Reeves took it. Simple as
that. And the consequences of his choices be damned.

It would take a film completist of the nth degree to
pronounce any one film as his signature performance. If you
blinked, you missed two of his more underappreciated efforts as the
stoic, subtly worldly everyman in Johnny Mnemonic and 47
Ronin. And if you’d bet the farm that Reeves could not do wry,
expansive humor, you’d lose because of the direct-to-cable romantic
comedy Always Be My Maybe, in which Reeves did a hilarious
turn playing himself.

Keanu Reeves has wandered through his life and times
in such a lowkey manner that observers have often wondered aloud
just how he can be so normal. But the fact remains that by
Hollywood standards he is just that.

Reeves does not travel with a posse. If you catch
him on the likes of TMZ or the other tabloid celebrity
shows, odds are good that he was simply walking through the
frame.

He is wildly approachable and friendly to the max.
It is not unusual for Keanu to engage strangers and fans as if they
were long-lost friends. He is generous with his time, uses his
money wisely in the support of numerous charities, and remains
humble in the face of the accolades that, in recent years have
painted him as both one of the sexiest men alive and one of the
nicest guys on the planet. If you’re looking for a Boy Scout,
Reeves fits the bill, more or less. Because lurking below the
surface has always been the wild child, giggling as it attempts to
get out.

But it has not been, pardon the cliché, a bed of
roses. Reeves has experienced disappointments, tragedies,
dysfunction and loss; in other words, all the ups and downs of
human life and experience. Any author attempting to write a book on
Keanu Reeves ends up facing a monumental challenge.

Contemplating Keanu Reeves’ Excellent Adventure:
An Unauthorized Biography forced me to be of two minds. He has
a cool personality; he’s definitely not a by-the-numbers kind of
guy. He has an interesting philosophy, a Tao of Keanu, if you will.
He is a much under-appreciated actor who consistently does good to
great work. But there was also that little matter of his being a
genuine human being. There would be no room for B.S. in this book.
It would be an emotional and psychological journey through a
minefield. And some of the mines would explode.

I couldn’t say yes fast enough.

One could easily do the complete life and redundancy
of a Keanu Reeves. I love movie-making anecdotes just like the rest
of you, but I’ll be the first to admit that books which go that
route often tumble into a blur of repetition and sameness. You know
the drill: The director was a wonderful human being. The script was
a work of art. The entire cast and crew were princes and princesses
for the ages. Get the picture?

I was looking for something much deeper and, yes,
personal. That’s when I realized that Keanu Reeves was staring me
in the face.

He was a good and decent person who, like all good
and decent people, had a rollercoaster life. He was a person of
humanity and character who just happened to moonlight as a massive
celebrity. How he encountered obstacles and made it through them,
for better or worse, and examples of just what a good person he was
at heart, could be the hook. Using his work as a signpost that lead
to his personal struggles and triumphs was the way to go.

And so, Keanu Reeves’s Excellent Adventure: An
Unauthorized Biography, was born.

Pure journalism and the requisite amount of research
ensued. As the stories piled up and his triumphs and heartaches
found their way to the page, I often found it difficult to be
emotionally detached from Reeves. I was, at times, feeling sorry
for him, rooting for him, cheering him on, and mentally high fiving
him as he moved through his life and his challenges. All pretense
of keeping a distance was slowly fading. Whether I liked it or not,
I was on his side.

The main hook throughout the writing was that even
the hint of cynicism, ego or Hollywood bullshit was nowhere to be
found, and believe me I looked. Keanu Reeves was unfolding as a
simple, down-to-earth guy making his way through a world of glitz,
glamour, rampant egos and big money with quiet confidence and
integrity intact.

There was no getting away from the fact that he was
something special. But I never had the urge to put him on a
pedestal. To make him appear something bigger than the rest of us
seemed out of place with who the real Keanu Reeves really was.

And so in Keanu Reeves’s Excellent Adventure: An
Unauthorized Biography, what he is, is decidedly human.

 


Marc Shapiro, 2020


PREFACE

KEANU NEVER SUCKS

 


William Irwin is a Professor of Philosophy at Kings
College in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. But if you’re looking for
the stereotypical college teacher, Irwin is not it. When not in the
classroom, the enthusiastic and, by turns, funny Irwin has also
moonlighted as the originator of the “philosophy-meets-pop culture”
book genre with such bestsellers as Seinfeld and Philosophy: A
Book About Everything and Nothing and The Simpsons and
Philosophy: The D’oh! of Homer. In an interview conducted in
early June 2020, Irwin took on the burning question of just what
makes Keanu Reeves tick.

Irwin is well aware that Keanu has been the topic of
a growing interest in academic circles and he’s not surprised.

“Contemplating Keanu is a cottage industry. A lot of
academics like Keanu because he is so ambiguous, so open to
interpretation, a blank canvas on which to paint ideas and apply
theories. Keanu is blank, but not vacant. And that’s important. We
know his ancestry, but his appearance is ethnically androgynous.
But he does have feminine qualities. He’s certainly no alpha male.
There’s no toxic masculinity there.”

Irwin offers that much of Keanu’s popularity stems
from a sense of universal love, and that there’s much that goes
into that feeling.

“He has a distinctive one-word name, ‘Keanu’, that
helps to elevate his iconic status. But Keanu is ultimately loved
because he is awesome. I mean that in a technical sense. Awesome
people express individuality in a way that invites community. An
awesome action creates a social opening. This is the kind of thing
that Keanu has done repeatedly. For example, reading aloud to
fellow passengers in a van or cuddling with puppies while answering
fan questions. The ultimate awesome gesture is the high five, and
Keanu would never leave you hanging if you tried to high five him.
The opposite of awesome is sucky and Keanu is never sucky. Anyone
who would hate on Keanu is sucky!”

The professor delves deeper into Keanu, offering
ways in which he stands out from the stereotypical impressions we
have of celebrities.

“He seems pleased with success rather than taking it
for granted. He’s authentic and approachable the way old-school
country singers were. This is almost unheard of in Hollywood. Bill
Murray, who is very un-Hollywood, is the only other actor who comes
to mind. Keanu is not political or preachy. He has his interests
and pursuits but he doesn’t have airs about him. He does not
pretend to be something he is not. He has a quest quality, always
searching. He’s very Buddha-like.”

Given these traits, Irwin admits that on occasion
he’s been surprised at the actor’s sheer complexity.

“I’ve been pleasantly surprised at the longevity of
his career. I first saw him in 1986 in River’s Edge,
a movie that meant a lot to me as an alienated teenager quite like
the one he portrayed. I then saw him in 1988 in Dangerous
Liaisons. A lot of people didn’t like him in that, but I
thought he was perfect in the part. His career went on from there
with some quiet times when he did smaller movies and had some
flops. So I guess I’m surprised that public opinion has finally
caught up with my opinion concerning Keanu. I compare this to the
song ‘Crazy Train,’ which only heavy metal fans knew and liked
throughout the 1980’s. Now everyone knows it and most people like
it. Ozzy Osbourne is awesome much like Keanu.”

Irwin concedes that Keanu’s propensity for being
secretive and elusive only adds to his attraction.

“There isn’t anything calculated about Keanu. Keanu
seems more of a work in progress, going with the flow, the Tao. The
most interesting people we know in our personal lives are like
this—stable but not rigid, and open to change. We can ask
ourselves: What would Keanu do? We don’t necessarily know. But we
know that he wouldn’t be a dick, a jerk or an asshole. If we asked
him what to do, he would not have instructions. He’d just say
‘dude, be nice.’”

Irwin finally concedes that, in philosophical terms,
even Keanu might not really know Keanu.

“Knowing yourself is the great philosophical quest.
No one really knows himself or herself. Keanu is in good company
here and he maybe better than most at being open to change and self
exploration.”

Irwin was so taken with the process of getting
inside Keanu’s head for the purposes of this book that he was
inspired to spontaneously write a poetic ode to Keanu Reeves.

Awesome

Hymn to him

Who has Keanu cool

Absorbing insults without offense

Playing parts without pretension

Loving people not attention


INTRODUCTION

KARMA KEANU

 


Going into 2019, Keanu seemed to be on top of the
world. He had long since cemented his reputation as box-office
royalty and, with new Bill and Ted, Matrix and
John Wick movies on the horizon, professionally he had it
all. But personally?

Keanu Reeves in love? By November 2019, the answer
was that he just might be. Not that this breathless proclamation
was anything new. Over the years, Keanu’s love life had become a
pop culture perennial. It seemed like every time devoted fans
turned around, their favorite actor/personality was always
seriously with somebody. But this time, the consensus around the
world was this just might be the real thing.

Hollywood was abuzz with excitement and anticipation
and had the photos to back them up when Reeves, 55, was captured
stepping out on the town with longtime friend, business partner,
artist and philanthropist Alexandra Grant, 46, at the LACMA Art and
Film Gala in Los Angeles.

As observers noted, they were acting very much a
couple, holding hands and standing close together as they posed for
paparazzi cameras, something the actor had scrupulously avoided
doing in close to four decades. But this time Keanu appeared at
ease, relaxed and happy as the cameras clicked away. While the
ravenous Hollywood press perceived this as their official coming
out as a couple by, sharp-eyed journalists were quick to note that
a month earlier, Keanu and Alexandra had, in fact, been spotted
arriving and leaving a posh Santa Monica, California,
restaurant.

But to hear actress Jennifer Tilly tell it in a
Page Six interview, Keanu and Alexandra have been more than
friends for a lot longer than that. “I remember a couple of years
ago Grant said ‘Keanu Reeves is my boyfriend.’ It’s really
astonishing to me how, in the last five months, all of a sudden she
goes to an event with him and everybody goes insane. It’s just
suddenly surfaced that he’s been dating her for several years.”

Bottom line, the relationship of everybody’s
favorite internet boyfriend and perennial Hollywood bachelor was
now out in the open. And it wasn’t surprising that Keanu was mum on
the subject.

On the other hand, after the gossip frenzy settled,
Alexandra seemed to have no problem having a good laugh and
offering a bit of personal insight into their relationship. In
conversation with Vogue UK, she said, “I think every single
person I knew called me in the first week of November and that’s
fascinating. Love at every level is deeply important to my
identity. I do not believe that isolation is the way. I deeply
value the experience of being in relationships.”

So, is it true love or just two longtime friends
(Reeves and Grant have known each other since 2011) out for a
friendly night on the town? Given Reeves’ legendary low key and
private nature, nobody really knows for sure. His team had long
since gotten used to the idea of being mum of their client’s
personal life, and this time was no exception. And it went without
saying that Keanu was not talking.

Completists will tell you that Reeves has been with
a lot of women over the years. Not surprisingly. There was just
something about the guy that was anti-Hollywood. He was a nice guy,
humble, attentive, stoic. What woman would not be interested
in Keanu?

So sure, he has not been a monk. But research shows
that he has not been in a serious relationship since the early
2000’s. But it’s safe to say that the actor has not been a
shrinking violet with the opposite sex during all these years, and
has been quick to acknowledge in interviews that, philosophically
and spiritually, love and relationships are an important element of
his life makeup. So much so, in fact, that entire websites, such as
Goalcast.com and Brainy Quote, have devoted immense
amounts of space to Keanu’s philosophy of the heart.

“What sort of girls do I like? They are all
angels.”

“It’s fun to be hopelessly in love. It’s dangerous
but it’s fun.”

“Falling in love and having a relationship are two
different things.”

Over the years, Keanu’s philosophy of life has been
something to behold. He wanders through a celebrity world of ego,
greed and, often downright dishonesty a man at peace and balance,
while remaning one who rarely conforms. It’s a contrariness that
Keanu easily and freely talks about.

“I don’t live in a mansion,” he said in a quote from
PickTheBrain.com. “I don’t have bodyguards. I don’t wear
fancy clothes. I’m worth $100 million and I still ride the
subway.”

Being all over the place emotionally and spiritually
has long been the mystery and the mystique of Keanu. So while he
may be in love or may be not in love in November 2019, if
karma and decades of good deeds count for anything, he deserves to
have true love. Keanu did not come by the title of nice guy by
accident. It’s something that has been cultivated over the decades
via a seemingly endless array of good deeds. To wit…

Keanu once gave a down-on-his-luck set builder on
the movie The Matrix a $20,000 check as a Christmas bonus. A
woman was stranded with a broken-down car on an isolated highway
outside of Los Angeles when a black Porsche unexpectedly pulled up
beside her. It was Keanu, who attempted to jumpstart her car.
Failing that, he called AAA and, in an only-in-Hollywood moment,
offered to drive her 50 miles out of his way to make sure she got
home. After making sure the woman was safe, Keanu gave her his
phone number and told her to call him if she needed further help.
The woman would later offer that that he did not put a move on her
and had behaved like a true gentleman.

The stories of good-guy Keanu are so numerous and
legendary as to have taken on a life of their own and, on the
surface, appear too good to be true. But they are.

Keanu once hung out with a homeless man, spending
some time—sharing drinks, food and listening to his stories—and,
according to passing paparazzi who captured the moment for
posterity, Keanu seemed truly interested in the homeless man and
what he had to say.

Keanu had long preferred traveling around town on
public transportation and was photographed on one occasion giving
up his seat on a bus to a woman. Keanu has traditionally been
uncomfortable with many of the perks and privilege of celebrity,
preferring to just blend in as part of the crowd. Nowhere was this
more evident than one rainy night in Hollywood when he ended up
standing out in the downpour for the wrap party for his own film
Daughter of God before a mix up on the guest list was
finally resolved. Those on the scene would marvel at how Keanu
could have easily thrown a fit, told the bouncer who he was and
pulled the celebrity card. That he did not and came across as a
real human being was not surprising. Because Keanu Reeves’
reputation as a man of the people had long since been set in
stone.

Keanu remains humbled and self- effacing in the
onslaught of “nice guy” plaudits and, as acknowledged in a
collection of quotes from PickTheBrain.com, chalks it up to
a good upbringing. Although it would be anything but the
stereotypical, white picket fence family situation, Keanu would
grow up hardly acknowledging the existence of his biological father
and would deal with the emotional rollercoaster of having scattered
relationships with his three subsequent stepfathers. But through it
all, his Bohemian/hippie mother Patricia taught him the fragments
of decency that would be with him always.

“I was raised to treat people exactly how I would
like to be treated by others. It’s called respect.

“I was taught to knock before I open a door. To say
hello when I enter a room. To say please and thank you and to have
respect for my elders. I’d let another person have my seat if they
needed it. I say yes sir and no sir and help others when they need
me and do not stand on the sidelines and watch.”

Yes, in this cynical world, Keanu’s attitude often
sounds too good to be true. But because it weighs out to be true,
it’s no wonder that fans and hard-eyed observers alike are pulling
for him to find true love. A karmic sign that after a whole lot of
heartache and struggle, it’s time the fates balance the scales
because, truth be known, Keanu has not had an easy life.

He’s spent a lifetime estranged from his father.
He’s struggled with dyslexia. Keanu has lost a close friend to a
drug overdose. He met the love of his life and lost her to tragedy.
He has grieved and has been disappointed, but Keanu has seemingly
made it through the challenges in his life unscathed.

“Even in the face of tragedy, a stellar person can
thrive,” Keanu said philosophically in PickTheBrain.com.”
Life is worth living.”

And for Keanu circa 2020, there is still much to
reflect and, yes, speculate on. There is a past, present and future
to consider. There is a certainty of unexpected personal and
professional moves that will only serve to deepen the mystique of a
celebrity of massive proportions who moves to the beat of his own
drum.

And no one is more aware of that than Keanu
himself.

“Most people know me,” said Keanu in
PickTheBrain.com. But they don’t know my story.”


CHAPTER ONE

BEFORE THERE WAS KEANU

 


Patricia Taylor was born in 1944 in the city of
Hampshire in the United Kingdom. Things get a bit sketchy at that
point. Research and a whole lot of speculation indicates that the
family tree may have had distant ties to royalty and the
generations had roots across the globe. Other notions saw
Patricia’s parents being very conservative. Who her parents are or
what they did seems to have vanished without leaving a trace. What
is known about Patricia’s childhood is equally sparse.

But what one can sense through the bits and pieces
of information was that Patricia, at an early age, was a wild child
in the making. She was very much an emotional byproduct of the age,
smitten by the notion of creativity, adventure and the great wide
world that most certainly existed outside the confines of prim and
proper Hampshire. Her spirit was, by all accounts, restless at the
notion of experiencing life on a much more expansive level. And so
at age 15, Patricia left home and was soon out and about in the
world.

Suddenly emancipated, Patricia embraced the concept
of truly being on her own and would prove fearless in the face of
unknown possibilities. Patricia made her way throughout Europe for
the next three years, spending time in Paris and gravitating toward
the garish element of show business, acquiring the skills, as both
a costume designer and a showgirl, to make her way. By age 19,
Patricia had travelled to the Middle East, where she landed a job
as a showgirl at a popular Beirut, Lebanon casino.

It was there that she crossed paths with 21-year-old
Samuel Nowlin Reeves, a transplanted Hawaiian native who, much like
Patricia, was attracted to the “anything goes” lifestyle of the
early ’60s.

Samuel’s parents had divorced when he was 10. His
mother remarried and the resultant odyssey around Europe found the
young Samuel falling in love with the idea of wanderlust and
drugs.

Samuel acknowledged in a Honolulu Star
Bulletin interview that “I had always smoked pot. In Beirut, I
did some cocaine and heroin.”

While in Beirut, Samuel worked for a time as a clerk
in a publishing house. Stories have circulated over the years that
indicated he might have spent some time in a university and also
worked as a geologist. But, by his own admission, Samuel told the
Honolulu Star Bulletin that he “really did not have a
trade.”

What he did have was an eye for Patricia Taylor.

It was the ’60s and it was, for Samuel and Patricia,
love and lust at first sight. Without going into details, Samuel
admitted to the Honolulu Star Bulletin that “She roped me in
as soon as I saw her.” Samuel was hopelessly hooked and,
accordingly, he was open for anything that came of the
relationship. “When she got pregnant she flat out told me that ‘I’m
going to pop out the little buggah so we’re getting married.’ It
was fine with me.”

For a short period of time, the couple was quite the
item in Beirut, often being spotted, as reported by Vanity
Fair, driving down the street in their purple Jaguar XKE with
Patricia looking very much a child of the ’60s in a cowboy hat,
blue jeans and a mink coat. On the surface, all was bliss.

But Samuel would, years later, concede that marriage
to Patricia was probably not the wisest move as he spoke about in
the far-reaching Honolulu Star Bulletin interview. “It was
the ’60s. It was a hard time to be married.”

However, Samuel did not duck his responsibilities.
The couple married and he remained the dutiful, supportive husband
throughout the months of Patricia’s pregnancy. Keanu Henry Reeves
was born in Beirut, Lebanon on September 2, 1964. The name Keanu
was in honor of Samuel’s favorite uncle, Henry Keanu Reeves.

A literal translation of Keanu is “Cool breeze over
the mountains.”


CHAPTER TWO

DADDY ISSUES

 


By the time Patricia gave birth to the couple’s
second child, a daughter named Kim, on September 16, 1966, the
marriage of Samuel and Patricia was, for all intents and purposes,
over. The reasons were many and there seemed be evidence on both
sides that neither parent was cut out for a job which revolved
around a level of responsibility, commitment and love that neither
seemed to possess at that time.

Samuel continued to have issues with both drugs and
alcohol throughout the marriage, and was more inclined toward
getting into trouble and living recklessly than being an upstanding
husband and father. For her part, Patricia continued to crave the
spotlight in the rest of the world and, although reportedly a good
mother, she chaffed at the limitations of domesticity.

Keanu’s childhood years have long been subject to
conjecture. The most popular version appears to be, upon further
research, inconsistent at best.

Shortly after Kim’s birth, Samuel and Patricia moved
from Beirut to Toronto, where, according to countless reports,
Samuel decided he was finished with the burden of responsibility
and abandoned the family. During an interview with the Honolulu
Star Bulletin, Samuel attempted to set the record straight. He
denied the abandonment charges, offering that during the time he
had allegedly walked out, he had been traveling with his brother
and earning a living caring for his stepfather’s horses. He further
acknowledged that Patricia and he had shared the apartment in
Toronto until Keanu turned 5 years old.

As with everything else surrounding Keanu’s
childhood, there appears to be an alternate take on those early
years promulgated by his father In a 1996 interview with TV
Week, Samuel acknowledged the move, but the chronology
differed. He offered that the family did relocate from Lebanon, but
was quick to correct what he perceived as wrong information.

“We moved from Lebanon to Sydney, Australia because
things were getting dangerous in the country because of political
and social reasons. There was shootings, shellings and kidnappings
all the time. We arrived in Sydney when Keanu was five and my wife
Patricia was pregnant with our second child Kim.”

Samuel related to TV Week that Sydney, by
contrast, was a breath of fresh air, a warm and inviting place that
seemed to smooth over the seemingly rough patches in Samuel and
Patricia’s relationship. Samuel found work in a film lab and spent
quality time with his entire family, especially Keanu. “The years
we spent in Australia were the happiest of Keanu’s childhood. I
would teach him to swim and we would always ride together on my
motorcycle.”

This is where Keanu’s early childhood odyssey
appears to dovetail around to the family leaving Australia for
Canada and the inevitable dissolution of the Reeves’ marriage. A
cousin, Leslie Reeves, in a candid conversation excerpted in
Vanity Fair, saw the end coming. “There were always fights
about Sam’s drug taking. My aunt grew out of the hippie phase. My
uncle refused. In fact, he wouldn’t give up the drugs.”

Although there was the occasional story that
indicated that Samuel and Patricia would remain legally married
until Keanu turned 15, the consensus was that the couple officially
divorced in 1966 when Samuel walked out on the family and into
decades of drug-infused misadventures.

How Keanu took his father walking out on him has
seemingly left an indelible psychological scar that, in later
years, he would avoid dealing with, but, in recent times, he would
face, on occasion, be candid in talking about.

“The story of me and my father is pretty heavy
stuff,” Keanu was quoted in US Magazine. “I knew him up
until I was six, then I would see him on occasion when I would
visit him in Hawaii on holidays. He recalled that the last time he
saw his father, at age 13, was an existential exercise as he
explained in an US Magazine interview. “We were in Kauai and
I remember my father speaking about the stars, something about how
the world is a box. I had no idea what he was talking about. But I
remember he was speaking about the stars as we looked up.”

Years later Keanu would recall his final moments
with his father in a Penthouse Magazine interview. He said
that his father “brought my sister and I to the airport and that
was it. We didn’t hear anything from him for 10 years. No calls. No
letters. No nothing.”

At that point, Keanu was emotionally spent on the
subject of his father. But, by the mid-’90’s, the absence of a
father in his life had seemingly taken a psychological and
emotional toll. A sense of anger began to surface, an anger born of
frustration and loss, the young actor exploded in a mid-’90s
interview chronicled in TV Week.

“My father is nothing but a 60’s deadbeat
reject.”

The anger and loss would continue to fester over the
years. As late as 2017, in a Rolling Stone conversation,
Keanu found it difficult to control his ire at yet another question
about the relationship with his father.

“The story with me and my dad is pretty heavy. It’s
full of pain and woe and a fucking loss and all that shit.”

A year later, January 26, 2018, Samuel passed away.
To the end, Samuel would constantly make attempts through family
members and the media to try and reconnect with his son. But Keanu
would not acknowledge those attempts, and, on the day of the
funeral, Keanu did not attend.


CHAPTER THREE

WILD LIFE

 


Following the disillusion of her marriage to Samuel,
Patricia would juggle duties as a single mother while attempting to
carve out a living in what had become her chosen profession as a
costume designer. She would prove to be quietly aggressive when it
came to her chosen profession, showcasing determination and
confidence, in an entertainment world that often continued to look
askance at a woman attempting to better herself. It would come as
no surprise that Patricia would soon be going places.

And then there was the other side of her, one of
surprising tradition. As an English woman, Patricia was well versed
in the world of manners and respect, two qualities that she passed
down to her children when they were quite young. But she quickly
found that Toronto, at least during a brief first stay that went
largely unnoticed, was not the place to establish herself
professionally.
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