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      Whereas poetry can be set out nicely on the printed page, it can look scrappy on an e-reader, both detracting from the visual experience and hindering clarity. I therefore advise that you play about with your font size until you get the poems sitting nicely on the page.

      

      If you subscribe to any music platform such as Spotify, or Apple Music, you can hear all these poems, and more, set to music - just go to the music platform and enter the search term ‘Adrian Sturgess Other Places’

      

      For more information about my poems and other writings, please view the ‘Also by’ page at the end of this volume.

      

      I hope you enjoy these poems.
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        A white carpet lay across my land

        And silence reigned.

        A white dove flew straight past and

        Its dark eyes looked peacefully

        Into mine.

        I heard the hateful sound of a gun.

        It blasted without pity,

        And the white dove lay quite still in the snow,

        A small pocket of warmth in the winter coldness.

        Dark red blood seeped from its breast

        And shone like a beacon in the snow.

        The dove looked beautiful in death,

        And the man with the gun wept

        Like a child at what he had done.
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        I stood at the chasms edge

        And looked across at the tree whose fruits were moons.

        From the highest branch, there hung a fruit of special splendour

        And as I gazed, it slowly filled my view.

        It pulled me to itself with gentle force,

        Until I lay and watched the stalk from which it hung

        Divide the sky,

        A dark umbilical cord.

        Far beyond, hung other shining globes

        And far below, lay the chasm, as dark as Satan’s heart.

      

        

      
        My tranquil thoughts were pushed aside,

        By a howling wind, that sent great shudders through the tree

        And I sensed despair.

        Not yet; not yet.  Too soon; too soon.

        The thoughts of the tree echoed through my skull

        And I sensed malevolent greed,

        Floating up from the chasm’s depths.
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