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The Girl Who Became Thunder
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The girl who was told to be seen and not heard 

grew up to be thunder—

but first, she was geology. 

Years of sediment settling in her throat, 

each "hush" and "not now" and "that's not ladylike" 

compressed into strata of silence, 

fault lines forming beneath her careful smile.

Sit with your knees together. Don't interrupt the men. Pretty girls don't need opinions.

The pressure built as tectonic plates, 

each generation of women before her 

adding their weight to the bedrock— 

great-grandmother's swallowed songs, 

grandmother's abandoned dreams, 

mother's careful diplomacy 

disguised as love.

She learned the language of weather:

how barometric pressure drops 

before the storm breaks,

how the air grows thick 

with what cannot be contained.

At sixteen, she was a light drizzle, 

apologizing for taking up space. 

At twenty-five, a steady rain, 

nourishing others' gardens 

while her own ground stayed parched.

But somewhere between the board meeting 

where they discussed her as if she weren't there 

and the moment she realized 

her daughter was learning to whisper, 

the atmospheric conditions shifted.

The first crack was small— 

saying "no" without explanation, 

a hairline fracture in the bedrock 

that had been her foundation. 
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