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			Dedication

			 

			To God be the glory, great things He has done; so loved He the world that He gave us His Son, who yielded His life an atonement for sin, and opened the life gate that all may go in.

			 

			Great things He has taught us, great things He has done, and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son; but purer and higher and greater will be our wonder, our transport, when Jesus we see.
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			Introduction

			 

			It is a normal Saturday in September when a young man prepares for his autumn weekend ritual.  He carefully selects the clothes he will wear.  They have been specially chosen for this event.  Shoes, socks, hat, and belt; all must coordinate.  He wants to make sure there is no doubt about the message being conveyed.   He is a football fan and the colors declare allegiance to his favorite team.

			With everything prepared and ready to go the young man gets into his vehicle.  He carefully places his team flag on the side window before closing the door.  It will wave his pride to the world.

			While backing out of the driveway he notices a bumper sticker on his neighbor’s car.  He gives it a glance and then pulls away.  It was not a clever message like most, just a combination of letters and numbers.  He thinks little of it as he pulls onto the highway.

			Racing along with his music at full blast he sees an electronic billboard with a message emblazoned across it.  Before he can read the entire slogan the digital display changes.  He could not make out the words, but he does remember the numbers he saw: 316.

			Finally the stadium is within view.  He quickly finds his designated area to park and heads inside to find his seat.  It is a beautiful day for football.  The sun is shining, the temperature is perfect, and his team is on a winning streak.  He has looked forward to this day all week long.

			The pre-game ceremonies are in full stride when an airplane flies over with a banner attached to the tail.  The message is large and easy to read.  Interestingly it contains the same numbers he saw on the bumper sticker of his neighbor’s car and the billboard.

			As his eyes return to focus on the field he notices someone holding up a sign behind the goal post.  He can’t quite make it out so he grabs his binoculars to focus in more closely.  The sign is folded in half so he cannot see what it says on the top but the bottom clearly displays “316.”  He slowly begins to ponder these things when he realizes the captains are headed out to mid-field for the opening coin toss.

			The large jumbotron on the scoreboard displays the events taking place at the fifty yard line.  The camera work is superb, you can see everything in perfect detail.  The referee turns to the opposing team asking them to choose heads or tails.  As the face of the quarterback comes into view he sees it once again.  Painted under the eyes of the opposing team’s signal caller are the numbers he has seen all day: 316.

			 

			*

			 

			If you are a Christian, you recognize these numbers as part of the verse for John 3:16.  However, does that chapter and verse combination play a bigger role in the New Testament?  Could it be God so ordained His written word so the entire story of His redemption of mankind could clearly be seen in the simple combination of 3:16?

			Coincidence or Divine inspiration, that is for you to decide!  Welcome to 3:16: The Story of God.
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