
    
      
        
          
        
      

    



    
        
          Modern Christianity under the Microscope of Truth, a Biblical Critique of Today's Doctrines, Practices and Spiritual Fads

        

        
        
          Apologetics, Volume 1

        

        
        
          Wm. C. Woods III

        

        
          Published by Wm. C. Woods III, 2025.

        

    



  
    
    
      While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book, the publisher assumes no responsibility for errors or omissions, or for damages resulting from the use of the information contained herein.

    
    

    
      MODERN CHRISTIANITY UNDER THE MICROSCOPE OF TRUTH, A BIBLICAL CRITIQUE OF TODAY'S DOCTRINES, PRACTICES AND SPIRITUAL FADS

    

    
      First edition. November 29, 2025.

      Copyright © 2025 Wm. C. Woods III.

    

    
    
      Written by Wm. C. Woods III.

    

    
      10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

    

  



  	
  	
			 

			
		
    To all who seek the truth unvarnished — those who choose to hear the still soft voice of the Spirit amid the loudness of the crowd. To those who recognize the urgency of the hour and discern the signs of the times. May this work strengthen your resolve, sharpen your discernment, and anchor your faith in Christ alone, the Way, the Truth, and the Life.

      

    



  	
        
            
             

 

"My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me." — John 10:27
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​Preface

​In an age of unprecedented access to religious content, believers are simultaneously blessed with opportunity and burdened with deception. The challenge is no longer just persecution or secularization, but the distortion of the Gospel from within. As believers in Jesus Christ, our calling is to walk in truth and discernment (1 John 4:1).

Many sincere Christians have drifted from the foundation of Scripture, swept away by emotional experiences, self-help gospels, and a culture increasingly allergic to sound doctrine (2 Timothy 3:5). The sobering reality is that error often enters not through the front door of heresy, but through the side entrance of compromise.

This book was written with deep love for the Church and unwavering reverence for the Word of God. It is unapologetically intended to tear down the walls of deception that have crept into the fold, exposing error and exalting truth—so that every believer may walk in bold assurance, “proving what is acceptable unto the Lord” (Ephesians 5:10).

It is a call to return to the purity of biblical faith, to test all things, and to hold fast that which is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21). May those who read these pages be stirred not to fear—but to faithful obedience and spiritual clarity in a time of great confusion.

Introduction

Throughout Scripture, God's people are called to guard against false doctrine, to test the spirits, and to remain sober and vigilant. Yet the modern church has embraced practices, doctrines, and ideologies that would be unrecognizable to the apostles of Christ. These trends often go unquestioned, cloaked under the guise of tradition, revelation, or innovation.

​Many popular movements today blend truth with error, emotion with manipulation, and Scripture with man-made philosophies. The result is a form of Christianity that retains the language of faith but abandons its substance. It is a Christianity shaped more by culture than by Christ.

​This book aims to expose these mixtures and shine the light of God’s Word upon them. We will examine not only fringe teachings but also widely accepted trends, asking the hard questions: Are these teachings consistent with the Bible? Do they glorify God or elevate man? Are they producing true disciples or deceived followers?

​We must ask ourselves if we are truly worshipping in spirit and in truth—or if we, like sheep, have gone astray. Let this work serve as a mirror, a challenge, and a compass for every believer who desires to stand firm on the unshakable ground of God’s Word.
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​How to Read This Book

This work is not meant to be skimmed like a magazine article or consumed as mere information. It is a call to discernment, a guide for testing the spirits, and a challenge to return to the narrow way. Because readers will approach it with different needs, here are several ways to engage:

​1. Straight-Through Reading (Sequential Path)

●  Best for: Individual readers who want the full argument.

●  Approach: Begin with the Foreword and Introduction, then read each chapter in order.

●  Benefit: You’ll see the progression from diagnosis (Part I), through case studies (Part II), into historical/theological foundations (Part III), and finally remedies (Part V).

●  Tip: Keep a Bible open alongside the text; mark every Scripture reference and test the argument against the Word.

​2. Topical Reading (Pick-and-Choose Path)

●  Best for: Readers interested in specific movements or doctrines.

●  Approach: Use the Table of Contents to jump directly to chapters such as Prosperity Gospel, Signs and Wonders, or Dispensationalism.

●  Benefit: Allows focused study on one issue without needing to read the entire book at once.

●  Tip: After reading a topical chapter, return to Part I (Diagnosis) for context—this ensures you see how the issue fits into the larger problem of apostasy.

​3. Leader’s Track (Small Group or Teaching Path)

●  Best for: Pastors, teachers, or small-group leaders.

●  Approach: Select one chapter per week, pair it with the provided study questions, and encourage participants to read the Scripture references in advance.

●  Benefit: Creates a structured curriculum for discipleship and discernment.

●  Tip: Begin with Chapter 1: The Spirit of the Age to set the tone, then move into case studies most relevant to your congregation.
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​Chapter 1

​The Spirit of the Age — How Apostasy Creeps In

Throughout history, God’s people have faced two persistent threats: persecution from without and corruption from within. Roman oppression refined the faith of early believers, while moral decay in Corinth revealed how sin erodes the church from inside. Of the two, internal deception is often more dangerous, because it rarely announces itself boldly. It slips in quietly, cloaked in spiritual language and cultural relevance. Its stealth is its deadly approach, for its destructive seeds are planted long before they are revealed.

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils.” — 1 Timothy 4:1 (KJV)

​Subtle Infiltration

Apostasy seldom begins with outright denial of Christ. Instead, it starts with a question — bending the exclamation mark of what God has spoken into a question mark. This questioning is nothing new; it is the same tactic used by the serpent in the Garden of Eden. Once conceived, the root of compromise begins to take hold, and from compromise grows corruption, until faith is eroded from within.

What was once unthinkable becomes tolerable, what was tolerable becomes normalized, and what was normalized becomes celebrated. Satan’s tactic in Eden was not confrontation but suggestion: “Yea, hath God said?” (Genesis 3:1). The same whisper echoes today, inviting believers to reinterpret God’s Word in light of human desire.

Modern churches often elevate personal experience above Scripture. Emotions, revelations, and impressions override the plain teaching of the Word. Worship shifts from God-centered reverence to man-centered entertainment. Conviction is replaced with comfort; repentance with affirmation. In the name of “relevance,” sermons become motivational talks, discipleship becomes branding, and the line between sacred and secular disappears.

This is not revival — it is infiltration. Left unchecked, it produces spiritual decay disguised as progress.

​The Language of Deception

False teaching rarely abandons biblical vocabulary; it hijacks it. Familiar words are retained but redefined:

●  Grace — once God’s unmerited favor leading to holiness, now twisted into license for sin.

●  Love — once defined by God’s holiness and sacrifice, now reduced to unconditional affirmation.
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“Prove all things: hold fast that which is good."/
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