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Chapter One


The Secret Map
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Theo Jenkins was thirteen, curious, and always a little lost in thought. He liked books more than football, and he often forgot his lunch but never forgot his questions. His favorite place in the whole school was Room 3B—Mr. Crumble’s geography class.

Mr. Bartholomew T. Crumble wasn’t like other teachers. He wore bright socks with sea creatures on them, had a wild moustache that curled like waves, and spoke with a voice that sounded like it had sailed through storms. He called volcanoes “angry mountains” and said the ocean had moods. Every lesson felt like a story.

Theo and Mr. Crumble had a special bond. Every morning, Theo would arrive early just to chat with him.

“Did you know,” Mr. Crumble would say, sipping tea from his narwhal-shaped mug, “that there’s a place in the Pacific where the sea glows at night?”

“Bioluminescence,” Theo would reply, grinning. “I read about it last night.”

“Ah, my clever lad,” Mr. Crumble would wink. “You’ll make a fine explorer one day.”
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