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For the women

who carried voice

when silence was demanded—

and for those

who are still learning

how to speak.
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AUTHOR’S NOTE
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This work was written to be spoken.

HINENI: In Sarah’s Tent – The Women Speak arises from years of ritual practice, feminist theology, performance, and communal listening. It was not conceived as a play for passive viewing, but as a gathering in which voices—ancient, modern, and living—are received with attention and care.

The text is intentionally structured as a reader’s script. Stage directions are minimal and functional. The heart of the work lives in breath, pacing, and presence rather than theatrical embellishment. Silence is not absence here; it is part of the language.

Nothing in this book requires belief. What it requires is willingness—to listen, to speak when invited, and to remain present when stories become difficult.
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The word Hineni appears in moments of turning.

It is spoken by those who are called and do not yet know what will be asked of them. It is not a declaration of readiness or certainty, but of presence: ‘Here I am.

This book gathers women who answered in that spirit—sometimes with courage, sometimes with defiance, sometimes with trembling honesty. Their voices form a lineage that is not neat or unanimous, but alive.

HINENI does not attempt to correct history. It listens back into it.
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Sarah’s Tent, according to midrash, was open on all sides.

It was a place of hospitality, argument, learning, birth, grief, laughter, and decision. The Tent was not quiet. It was not orderly. It was holy because it held people without demanding sameness.

This work imagines such a Tent now.

The women who enter it do not arrive as symbols. They arrive as themselves—each speaking once, each carrying her own weight, each part of a larger ritual arc that moves from welcome, to struggle, to memory, to blessing.

The reader is not outside this Tent. To open this book is to enter it.
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HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
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This book is meant to be used, not consumed.

It may be read privately, studied in groups, or spoken aloud as a communal ritual. It may be performed with many voices or few. It may be adapted to different spaces and communities, provided the integrity of the arcs and the presence of all thirty-six women are maintained.
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