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1
Rearrange the phrases a–h to make a paragraph.

 


a) ‘bios’ as they’re
often called. Unfortunately,

b) for ELT Teacher 2
Writer on writing bios.

c) have to write them
quite often. Perhaps

d) if you’re a writer
and a lecturer, you

e) My name is Philip
Kerr and I’ve

f) never liked, or been
any good at,

g) someone could write
a module

h) writing biographical
information – or

 


2
Now read the rest of the text.

 


The first ELT materials
that I wrote were during my first job teaching English language in
a lycée in Morocco, and I was motivated mostly by frustration with
the Coursebook I was using. It was called Practice and Progress and
it was written by Louis Alexander. It has been out of print for a
long time but I saw today that a brand new copy of it is available
via Amazon for £1,460.68. I can’t help wondering how the seller
settled on the 68p, but, coincidentally, I recently saw one of my
own books on sale for 68 Czech crowns in a remainders box at a
conference.

 


It was a long time
before anything I wrote was published. I’d been doing bits and
pieces of work for publishers – reader’s reports and piloting
materials – and eventually I was asked if I would like to write
something myself. The first two books I worked on (a grammar book
and a Coursebook for CAE) were killed by the publishers before they
got near to publication. I was naïve and overambitious and I had to
learn the hard way.

 


But I’ve also been very
fortunate. When I worked at International House London in the 1990s
my colleagues included some of the best ELT writers of the last 30
years: Ruth Gairns, Sarah Cunningham and Pete Moor, Richard Acklam,
Jon Soars, Martin Parrott, Araminta Crace, J.J. Wilson, Chris
Redston, Frances Eales, Jane Comyns Carr, Jenny Parsons, Jim Rose,
Marisol Gower, Jon Naunton, Sue Leather and Antonia Clare among
others. It was a heady place to work and writing was encouraged. I
was lucky to be in the right place at the right time.

 


I was also very
fortunate with the first editors I worked with, David Riley and
Katy Wright, who encouraged and pushed me to improve my writing,
without destroying my confidence. I’ve now been involved in four
Coursebook series, and again I’ve been lucky with my co-writers:
Ceri Jones, Lindsay Clandfield, Sue Kay, Vaughan Jones, Luke
Prodromou, Marta Rosinska. Writing can be a very solitary
occupation and you need good people to share ideas.

 


As writers, we need to
know our limitations. As you now know, writing bios is one of mine.
The biography of my life as a writer is mostly about the people
that I have worked with. Many have become friends. That, more than
anything, is what I have got out of the writing work that I have
done.


​ Task 1

Before you start this
module, it will be
helpful to complete this brief task.

1 If you look for vocabulary materials
online (and the internet is awash with them!), what kind of task
types do you expect to find? Try to think of at least three
different task types.

2 Do a quick internet search (no more
than five minutes), using ‘English Vocabulary Exercises’ as your
search words. How many different task types can you
find?

3 Evaluate these task types as
material for the classroom.

​ 4 Take a Coursebook that
you know quite well. Look, at random, at four double-page spreads. What is the proportion of space devoted
to vocabulary compared to the space devoted to grammar? Then,
looking only at the vocabulary material, what is the proportion of
space devoted to practice compared to the space devoted to
presentation?

Read the task
commentary here.


​ 1 Aims

The basic aims of this
module about writing vocabulary materials are to:

 


1 provide an overview
of the theoretical and practical issues involved in writing
vocabulary materials.

 


2 provide you with a
framework which can guide you in the planning of vocabulary
materials.

 


​3 provide practical suggestions on writing
vocabulary materials (and rubrics) and to provide a wide range of
models.

 


4 suggest ways of using
teacher’s notes to support and extend the vocabulary materials that
the students see.

 


5 encourage you to
think critically about vocabulary materials.

Note

This module focuses
primarily on materials for adult and secondary school learners. It
also looks mostly at printed, as opposed to digital, materials. For
these other areas, you should supplement your reading of this
module with the modules How To Write For
Primary and How To Write For
Digital Media.


​ 2
Preliminary Questions

Your approach to
writing vocabulary materials will inevitably be influenced by your
beliefs about language learning and teaching, and more specifically
your beliefs about the role of vocabulary in this process.

 


​I am old enough to remember a time when published
teaching materials were almost exclusively concerned with grammar
(mostly tenses) and vocabulary was introduced (usually in the form
of word lists) as a way of practising the grammar. Things changed
in 1984 with the publication of The Cambridge English Course
(CUP) by Michael Swan and Catherine Walter – the first major
international Coursebook series with a strong lexical strand to
the syllabus. The importance of vocabulary in language learning
materials was given further boosts in 1990 with the publication of
Dave Willis’s The Lexical Syllabus (Cobuild) and in 1993
with the publication of Michael Lewis’s The Lexical Approach
(LTP). Now, in the second decade of the 21st
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