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April 7, 1763 - Georgia Gazette Begins Publication
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Scot James Johnston published Georgia's first newspaper, the Georgia Gazette, on April 7, 1763. The newspaper continued publication until 1802. There were some name changes and temporary pauses along the way. The Stamp Act caused the first halt in publication on November 21, 1765. 

James Johnston (1738- 1808)

Born in Scotland, James Johnson immigrated to Georgia in 1761. A skilled printer, the Georgia assembly appointed him the public printer of the Province in 1762. He produced the first issue of the Georgia Gazette on April 7, 1763. 

The Stamp Act of 1765

Parliament passed the Stamp Act in 1765. It required that all legal documents, magazines, newspapers and other types of documents be printed on stamped paper. To get the stamp required printers to pay a tax. The tax proved unpopular in the colonies and led to massive protests. Parliament repealed the Stamp Act on March 18, 1766. The costs imposed by the tax caused a temporary cessation of publication for the Georgia Gazette. This was true for many other publications as well. After repeal, Johnson resumed publication of his paper.

Revolutionary War Fervor

Johnson continued publication until February 1776. When revolutionary fervor took root in the colonies, Johnson came down on the side of the king of England. He would not publish any of the revolutionary publications in his newspaper. The collapse of royal government in Georgia and the ensuing civil unrest caused him to halt publication. British Lieutenant Colonel Archibald Campbell took control of Augusta, Georgia on January 31, 1779. Royal rule returned later that year. Johnson resumed publication of his newspaper as the Royal Georgia Gazette. 

War's End

After the war, ended Johnson continued publication the newspaper, now under the name of Gazette of the State of Georgia. The American Antiquarian Society has many of the issues of this newspaper in its archives.
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April 16, 1763 - George Grenville Becomes Prime Minister of Britain
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At the urging of his trusted advisor, John Stuart, 3rd earl of Bute, King George III asked George Grenville to become Prime Minister, a position Grenville accepted on April 16, 1763.

George Grenville (October 14, 1712 – November 13, 1770) 

Native to Buckinghamshire, England George was the son of Richard Grenville and Hester Temple. He attended Eton College and at Christ Church, Oxford, and received a calling to the English bar in 1736. Grenville gained election to Parliament in 1741 and would spend twenty-nine years representing Buckingham. Grenville served in various Cabinet posts during his time in Parliament. 

John Stuart, 3rd Earl of Bute (May 25, 1713 - March 10, 1792)

Native to Scotland, John Stuart inherited the earldom of his father when he died in 1723. He met Louis Frederick, Prince of Wales in 1747. The two quickly became friends. He tutored the Prince's son, George William Frederick, with whom he became a close adviser when he ascended the throne as George III in 1760. George II appointed Bute as Secretary of State soon after he ascended the throne. He appointed him Secretary of the Treasury, which made him in effect, Prime Minister, in May 1762. He had made himself unpopular by ousting the popular William Pitt, who had engineered the successful outcome of the Seven Years War. Bute signed the Treaty of Paris in 1763, which most Britons disliked. He also imposed the Cider Tax, an unpopular tax. His unpopularity led to his resignation in 1763. Upon his resignation, he recommended George Grenville to the King to serve as his replacement.

Ascension as Prime Minister

Grenville's tenure as Prime Minister was rocky. His first move was to prosecute newspaper publisher and Member of Parliament, John Wilkes, for an article Wilkes had published that criticized a speech made by King George III. Wilkes, along with several others, was imprisoned in the Tower of London for Sedition. He won release after a week and sued the government for damages. He won the suit and established that general warrants were illegal. George III had the first of his mental illness attacks during Grenville's tenure. He recovered, but concerns over royal ascension persisted. Parliament introduced the Regency Bill to deal with this question, but Grenville's clumsy handling of the composition of the Regency Council displeased the king. Grenville was an accountant by nature and was concerned with the level of debt the government had incurred. This led to his support of a number of taxes that proved unpopular. 

Architect of the Cider Bill of 1763, Sugar Act and Stamp Act

To pay down this debt, Grenville first supported the Cider Bill of 1763 that taxed cider, an alcoholic drink made from apple juice. The tax provoked widespread riots. This bill was repealed in 1766. Grenville felt that since the Colonies had benefited from the successful conclusion of the Seven Years War (French and Indian War in North America), the colonies should pay some of the cost. He supported the imposition of the Sugar Act in 1754. The colonies protested the imposition of the tax, which led to widespread smuggling to avoid paying it. The revenue the Act raised was less than anticipated, so Grenville next introduced the Stamp Act, an act that taxed legal documents, newspapers and periodicals and playing cards by requiring a stamp be placed on them. This tax provoked widespread protest in the Colonies. The cry "No taxation without representation," became the theme that eventually led to the American Revolution, even though Parliament repealed the tax. 

Deposed

King George lost confidence in Grenville over these and other bumbles. He dismissed Grenville in 1765.
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April 19, 1763 - Teedyuscung, King of the Delaware, Murdered in His Home 
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Teedyuscung, the self-proclaimed "King of the Delaware," had been one of the chiefs involved in the treaty negotiations at the Treaty of Eastwick in 1758. He had fought hard to obtain peace for his people and a permanent home in the Wyoming Valley. In exchange for his work for peace, he demanded that the Wyoming Valley be set aside as a permanent home for his tribe and other natives, that had filtered into the area. 

Wyoming Valley

The crescent shaped valley, formed by a depression in the Appalachian Mountain, occupies northeastern Pennsylvania. The cities of Scranton and Wilkes-Barre occupy the central area. The Susquehanna River flows through its southern region. The name derives from a Delaware (Lenape) phrase meaning "at the smaller river hills." At the beginning of the French and Indian War bands of various tribes, including the Lenape, Mohican, and Shawnee had moved into the region. The Iroquois had driven the Lenape into the area and dominated the region. During this period, many peoples quarreled over this desirable land, including New York, the Iroquois, the Delaware, Pennsylvania and others. 

Treaty of Eastwick 

The Treaty of Eastwick, signed on October 26, 1758, was an attempt by the British to keep many of the tribes out of the French and Indian War. As per the terms of the treaty, the British promised to honor the native's hunting lands in the Ohio River Valley. The twelve-day conference that led to the agreement was filled with many disagreements. Teedyuscung managed to extract his wish of the Wyoming Valley as a place of refuge. It came at a cost. The Iroquois managed to reduce his influence and maintain dominance of the area. 

Teedyuscung's Death

Competing interests among the various elements that desired the Wyoming Valley prevented Teedyuscung's peace from developing. When the French and Indian War ended in February 1763, tensions rose. Teedyuscung's influence had declined, but many still considered him a danger. On April 19, 1763 arsonists burned his cabin and the accompanying village of Wyolutimunk that had grown up around it. The Lenape drifted away from the area as another conflict for control of the area between competing white interests in the region waxed.
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April 27, 1763 - Pontiac Speaks at Council to Unite Tribes - Beginning of Pontiac's War
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Pontiac's Rebellion began because of British Major General Jeffrey Amherst's policies after the French defeat and abandonment of North America after the French and Indian War ended in 1763. 

Jeffrey Amherst

Jeffrey Amherst (January 29, 1717– August 3, 1797)

Born to Kentish lawyer Jeffrey Amherst and Elizabeth Kerrill Amherst near Sevenoaks, England, Jeffrey Amherst served as page to the Duke of Dorset as a young boy. He joined the Grenadier Guards in 1735 and saw extensive action during the War of the Austrian Succession. During the Seven Years War, he received an appointment as commander-in-chief of the British army in North America in the North American version, the French and Indian Wars. He played a prominent role in the battle to subdue Louisburg and Fort Ticonderoga. His greatest achievement during that war was his campaign to capture Montreal. This English victory ended the French presence in North America. As a reward for his achievements, he received the post of governor-general of British North America. He held this title until 1763. 

Excerpted from the Author's book:

American History A Day at A Time - July

A Year of Colonial American Frontier History

Amherst's Policy Change Angers Amerindian Tribes

The French had a policy of bestowing generous gifts to the native tribes that inhabited their regions. By giving these gifts, they honored Amerindian traditions and thus showed them respect. The gifts included guns, knives, tobacco, and clothing. The gifts had deep symbolic meaning to the natives. When the British forced the French from Canada, they moved their troops in. Amherst did not try to hide the contempt he felt for the tribes. He cut back on the gifts and restricted the supply of gunpowder and ammunition. This enraged the natives as the weapons made it easier for the tribes to obtain the food they needed during their hunting forays. Additionally, intermarriage between the natives and British, which had been encouraged between the French, was discouraged between the natives and the British. 

Pontiac or Obwandiyag (c. 1720 – April 20, 1769)

Historians know little about the Ottawa chief Pontiac. He first surfaced in history during 1763 when he led an uprising against the British. He managed to put together an alliance of various native tribes and lead a rebellion against the British known as Pontiac's Uprising or Pontiac's War. 

The Alliance

On April 7, 1763, Pontiac held a great council on the Ecorse River in current Michigan. The tribes that attended included the Ottawa, Ojibwa, and Pottawatomie, Huron, Miami, Wea, Kickapoo, Mascouten, Piankashaw, Delaware (Lenape), Shawnee, Wyandot, and Mingo tribes. Pontiac urged the tribes to take united action to drive the British from the Ohio River Valley and Great Lakes regions. Fed by the exhortations of the Delaware prophet Neolin, who preached that unless the natives drove the British out, disease and famine would plague them, the natives were receptive to Pontiac's pleas for unity. He exhorted them to shun the white man's trade goods, alcohol and culture and return to traditional native values. An epidemic of smallpox and food shortages drove the natives to believe this message. During the council, Pontiac urged the native tribes to unite and drive the British out. Pontiac had a plan to achieve this grand vision. 

The Plan

Pontiac drew up a plan that involved closely spaced, multiple attacks on the eleven British forts that existed in the region. Pontiac first struck against Fort Detroit on May 7, 1763. His plan to take the fort failed, however it succeeded at other locations. During the uprising, the natives managed to take nine out of the eleven British outposts in the region. 

Portions of this article excerpted from the author’s book:

A Year of Colonial American Frontier History

http://mossyfeetbooks.blogspot.com/2015/12/a-year-of-colonial-american-frontier.html
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May 7, 1763 - Pontiac Begins Siege of Detroit
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Pontiac's Rebellion began because of British Major General Jeffrey Amherst's policies after the French defeat and abandonment of North America after the French and Indian War ended in 1763. 

American History A Day at A Time - July

A Year of Colonial American Frontier History

Siege Begins

Pontiac assembled his force to attempt taking Fort Detroit. However, other tribes in the area had warned the British of his plans and the British commander successfully thwarted Pontiac’s plans. The British attempted to re-supply the fort several times during the siege; however, the natives always attacked the supply trains, preventing any supplies from getting to the beleaguered fort.

Fort Miami Taken

The first fort to fall was Fort Sandusky on Lake Erie on May 16. They captured Fort St. Joseph in Michigan on May 25. The third fort, Fort Miamis at the junction of the St. Mary's, St. Joseph's and Maumee Rivers fell on May 27. The natives induced the fort commander’s mistress, a native woman, to lure him out of the fort. The warriors killed him. The nine-man garrison surrendered after the death of the commander.
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May 25, 1763 - Fort St. Joseph Taken - Pontiac's War
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Eighteen days after Pontiac's allies began the Siege of Fort Detroit, native warriors took Fort St. Joseph.

Fort St. Joseph

The French established the fort as a trading post in 1691 in current Niles, Michigan. They used the fort as a trading post. A Jesuit priest stationed there ministered to the local native tribes. The British occupied the fort after the French and Indian War. The warriors took the fort without a struggle, using the same tactics that had failed at Detroit. They killed fourteen men out of the fifteen-man garrison, and then took the commander to Detroit to ransom him.
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June 01, 1763 - Capture of Fort Ouiatenon
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Pontiac's plan to drive the British out of North America recieved an additional boost when a band of Wea, Kickapoo and Mascouten captured Fort Ouiatenon without firing a shot. 

Fort Ouiatenon

The French, in their bid to control North America, built Fort Ouiatenon in 1717, making it the first European structure in what would become the State of Indiana. They named it Ouiatenon, a Wea word meaning "place of the whirlpool." The French encouraged the growth of the fort as a trading post for the local tribes. It soon became one of the more important trading posts in the region, perhaps having as many as 2000 - 3000 inhabitants. Its location, about eighteen miles below the mouth of the Tippecanoe River and about five miles south of the current city of Lafayette, was opposite a large Wea village on the banks of the Wabash River. French fur traders descended the Wabash River once a year to trade goods that the natives needed for the furs they had gathered. Many of these traders remained in the village, often described as the finest trading post in the upper country. The village inside the stockade consisted of a double row of ten houses, chapel, blacksmith shop and trading places. Outside the walls almost ninety houses stood. During the approximately forty-year period of French occupation, the French and the natives co-coexisted in relative peace. 

The French and Indian War Ends the Peace

The French and Indian War (1754 - 1763) ended this tranquil period. The French, as per terms of the Treaty of Paris, abandoned the fort when they departed North America at the wars conclusion. The British did not develop the same close relationship with the natives that the French had.
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June 2, 1763 - Chippewas capture Fort Michilimackinac in Pontiac’s War
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The Indian chief Pontiac's plan so far was working. By June 2, 1763 four British forts had fallen. Fort Sandusky, Fort St. Joseph, Fort Miami and Fort Ouiatenon each fell in succession. These forts had fallen so quickly that word had not had time to spread to Fort Michilimackinac. Thus, when warriors of the Ojibwas and Sauks engaged in a game of baggataway, it raised no alarm to the watching soldiers. 

Fort Michilimackinac 

The French built Fort Michilimackinac in 1714 - 1715 when they controlled the area on the Straits of Mackinac. They built it on the northern tip of the Lower Peninsula that stuck out into the Straits. It served as a French fort and trading post until the conclusion of the French and Indian War, when the British took control in 1761. Units from this fort had harassed the British during that war. At the time of Pontiac's Rebellion, the French population still outnumbered the British. During the French occupation, fur traders used the post to re-supply during the summer months. 

Straits of Mackinac

The Straits of Mackinac connect Lake Michigan and Lake Huron and have always been an important area. During Colonial times, the Straits served as an important trade corridor. The straits are five miles wide and about 120 feet deep and will freeze over during the winter. They became an important link between Michigan’s iron mines and Indiana's steel mills. They are still an important shipping lane. 

Game as Ruse

British Major George Etherington watched the game of baggataway with his soldiers. They were unaware of the role it played in a fatal ruse by the Amerindians. Though the Major had received warnings about native unrest, he paid no heed to them. He had not heard about the fall of the other forts. The game involved about five hundred players. It would have resembled a fierce battle. No one noticed that numerous native women entered the open doors of the fort, wrapped in heavy blankets. After several women had entered one of the players knocked the ball into the fort's door. Other "players" immediately followed him in. The waiting women handed concealed knives, tomahawks and other weapons to the men as they entered. 

Short Battle

Taken by surprise, only one of the men in the thirty-five man garrison was armed. The Ojibwa quickly killed fifteen men and subdued the fort, taking the soldiers prisoners. The natives killed only the British and left the French inhabitants of the village alone. Another five of the soldiers would die during ritual torture in the coming days. Fort Michilimackinac had fallen.
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June 18, 1763 - Fort Le Boeuf Falls - Pontiac's War
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During the beginning days of Pontiac's War, a band of native warriors allied to Pontiac attacked Fort Le Boeuf, taking it. The British garrison guarding it fled to Fort Verango. However, this fort had previously fallen to Pontiac's warriors. The soldiers traveled to Fort Pitt to take refuge there. 

Fort Le Boeuf 

The French constructed Fort Le Boeff about fifteen miles inland from Lake Erie, guarding a portage road on Le Boeff Creek that ran from Lake Erie to French Creek on the Allegheny River. Waterford, Pennsylvania is near the site of the fort. French Captain Francois Le Mercier commenced construction of the fort on July 11, 1753. Commander Jacques Legardeur de Saint-Pierre took command of the fort on December 3, 1753. Saint-Pierre was in command when George Washington, sent by British Governor Robert Dinwiddie, who presented the governor's demand that the French abandon their forts in the disputed Ohio River Valley. Le Boeuf was the second of four forts the French constructed to guard their claims in the Ohio River Valley. When the British captured Fort Niagara on July 25, 1759 from the French, they abandoned Le Boeff. The British took control of the fort sometime later. The British held the fort until tribes allied with Pontiac captured it during the uprising. The British never reoccupied the fort. After Washington visited the fort in December 1753 he related that the fort had thirteen foot tall, sharpened log palisades, one blockhouse on each of the four corners. Le Boueff Creek surrounded it on three sides. Portholes for cannon and riflemen were cut into the walls and the blockhouses. Eight six-pound cannon and one four-pound cannon guarded the gate. He noted that about a hundred French troops manned the fort.
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June 29, 1763 - Colonel Bouquet Receives Letter - Use Smallpox Against the Indians

[image: ]




The Indian unrest had spread during Pontiac's War and Fort Pitt was under siege. The strategic fort at the junction of the Allegheny, Monongahela and Ohio Rivers was in danger of falling. To break the siege Colonel Henry Bouquet prepared an expedition to rescue the besieged fort. On June 29, 1769, he received a letter from his superior, General Jeffery Amherst. The General suggested using germ warfare against the Amerindians. 

Henry Bouquet (1719 – September 2, 1765)

The oldest son of a Swiss roadhouse owner in Rolle, Switzerland, Bouquet began his military career at age seventeen. At that time, he joined the army of the Dutch Republic. Many officers in that age served as professional soldiers. It was common for them to fight for many different nations during their careers. After a stint in the Kingdom of Sardinia, he returned to the Switzerland. There he became a lieutenant colonel of the Swiss guards. In 1754, he joined the British Army and received a post in North America during the French and Indian War. He played a role in the British campaign to wrest Fort Duquesne from the French. He became commander of Fort Pitt after the French abandoned and burned Fort Duquesne. He ordered and oversaw its construction and is reputed to have given it the name, Fort Pitt. He was the commander of Fort Pitt at the time of the siege, but was away from the post in Philadelphia. 

The Letter

As he prepared a force to rescue the fort under his command, he received a letter from his superior on June 29, 1769. General Amherst stated, in part:

"Could it not be contrived to Send the Small Pox among those Disaffected Tribes of Indians? We must, on this occasion, Use Every Stratagem in our power to Reduce them."

Bouquet answered, "I will try to inoculate the Indians by means of Blankets that may fall in their hands, taking care however not to get the disease myself."

The two officers did not know that during this exchange of letters the commander of Fort Pitt, Captain Simeon Ecuyer, had already employed this strategy.
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July 15, 1763 - Clendenin's Massacre - Shawnee Chief Cornstalk Raids Greenbriar Valley
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Northwestern Virginia served as the scene of a bloody massacre on July 15, 1763 as part of the insurrection inspired by the Ottawa Chief Pontiac in 1763 known as Pontiac's War. The Shawnee chief Cornstalk led a band of about sixty warriors across the Ohio River from the current state of Ohio to the northwestern Virginia Greenbrier Valley's Muddy Creek region. t least two bloody raids ensued.

Cornstalk (Hokolesqua) (c. 1720 - November 10, 1777)

Whites pronounced His Shawnee name as Hokolesqua, Colesqua or Keigh-tugh-qua, a name in Shawnee which means "blade of corn." It is probable his birth took place in Pennsylvania, the home of the Shawnee during the years of his birth. During the previous French and Indian War, he sided with the French. Colonial incursion into the Western Virginia region around Greenbrier disturbed him, as it was still considered native land. The Shawnee considered the settlers trespassers and would take severe measures to end the encroachment into their hunting lands.

The Greenbrier

Amerindian tribes and British representatives worked out the 1744 Treaty of Lancaster in which the natives agreed not to cross "the great Ridge of Mountains which extended along your Frontiers." This area included the Greenbrier Valley, through which the Greenbrier River ran. Many of the whites felt that the treaty did not prevent them from settling in the area, and many did. The natives protested the settlements and disagreements ensued. Muddy Creek's source is near the current town of Piercy's Mill, West Virginia. The creek winds its way through the mountains to unite with the Greenbrier River just west of Alderson, West Virginia. Several settlements had sprung up in the Greenbrier Valley, farmers clearing land to raise wheat and corn.

The Raid and Massacre

Archibald Clendenin had returned to his farmstead after completing a successful hunting trip during which he bagged three elk. His wife, Ann Ewing Clendenin and three children would feast well, as would their many neighbors. The settlement contained about a dozen families spread over the valleys around his farmstead. For reasons unknown most of the neighbors had gathered at Clendenin's farm on July 15. On this same day, the Shawnee began arriving at the farm and joined the seemingly impromptu feast. Unknown to the settlers at the Clendenin settlement, the Shawnee had just conducted a raid at the Muddy Creek settlement, about twenty miles away, the day before. The warriors struck suddenly, when an old woman inquired of one of the natives if he knew of any cures for her sore leg. He answered her with a tomahawk blow. The warriors acted quickly, assassinating most of the men and taking the women captive. The captured Ann Clendenin resisted the natives, calling them cowards and otherwise verbally abusing them as they tied her up. The warriors swung her infant in the air while they tied her husband's scalp around her head, hung under her jaw. She would later escape them, believing that they would at least save her children. This proved wrong, as they slammed the baby's head against a tree, killing it and had her son tomahawked during a dispute between two native women over which would adopt him. No one knows what happened to the third.
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July 31, 1763 - Battle of Bloody Run
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After the conclusion of the French and Indian War in 1763, the British began occupying the forts the French abandoned. This was because of the peace treaty. The Amerindians in the Great Lakes region preferred the French to the British. They resisted the British occupation. Ottawa chief Obwandiyag, called Pontiac by the British, organized a rebellion. This rebellion became known as Pontiac's Rebellion. The uprising resulted in the capture of eight of the twelve forts the British maintained. The united Ottawa, Ojibwa, Pottawatomie, and Huron tribes of the region gained the upper hand. In spite of this, Pontiac failed to capture the most important fort, Fort Detroit. 

Siege of Fort Detroit

After the failed attempt at capturing the fort, Pontiac laid siege to it, beginning on May 7, 1763. The British commander of the fort could not get supplies into the fort. The settlement that surrounded the fort was in the hands of the natives. 

The Battle of Bloody Run

Captain James Dalyell had persuaded his commander to allow him to lead a force to Detroit to break the siege. With reluctance, the commander agreed to the plan. Captain Dalyell hoped to surprise the natives with an attack of his 250 men. Pontiac learned of the attack and laid an ambush for the British force. He sprang the ambush as the soldiers crossed a narrow bridge that spanned Parent’s Creek. The attack caught Captain Dalyell by surprise. He attempted to retreat from the superior numbers of the native force, but the natives cut him off. Captain Dalyell had to charge the force behind him to break through. The ensuing firefight killed twenty of the soldiers, including Captain Dalyell. Another thirty-four more were wounded. The waters of Parent's Creek ran red with the blood of the dead and wounded, prompting its name change to Bloody Run. Though he won the battle, Pontiac failed to destroy the British force. If he had, it would have demoralized the British and hampered their efforts to break the siege. Pontiac finally abandoned the siege in October.
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August 5, 1763 - Battle of Bushy Run Begins - Pontiac's War
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