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Introduction

My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7 year old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturday’s in the fall watching ABC Sports College game of the week.  My first trophy game I attended was the 1971 Michigan-Minnesota Little Brown Jug game.  It wasn’t until the 1977 game that I finally saw my beloved Gophers get to run across the field and claim the Little Brown Jug.  Nothing like Trophy Games!!

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton
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Chapter one – FBS (Division I)
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In this chapter, I will write about the Trophy games in Division I (FBS) of College Football.  Many of these games are rivalries as well.  Not all of them are what College Football fans would consider a rivalry, they just happen to play for a trophy.  I will include a few notable games in each series as well.  More for some of the longer rivalries, not so many in some of the series.  The games will be listed in order of earliest known start dates of when the trophies were first awarded.  I hope you enjoy.
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The Thompson Cup is between the Army West Point Black Knights of the United States Military Academy (USMA) at West Point, New York, and the Navy Midshipmen from the United States Naval Academy (USNA) at Annapolis, Maryland. The Black Knights (formerly the "Army Cadets" and "Army Black Knights") and Midshipmen each represent their service's oldest officer commissioning sources. As such, the game has come to embody the spirit of the inter service rivalry of the United States Armed Forces. The game marks the end of the college football regular season and the third and final game of the season's Commander-in-Chief's Trophy series, which also includes the Air Force Falcons of the United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) near Colorado Springs, Colorado.

The Army–Navy game is one of the most traditional and enduring rivalries in college football. It has been frequently attended by sitting U.S. presidents.  The game has been nationally televised each year since 1945 on either ABC, CBS or NBC. CBS has televised the game since 1996 and has the rights to the broadcast through 2018.  Instant replay made its American debut in the 1963 Army–Navy game.  Since 2009, the game has been held the Saturday following FBS conference championship weekend.  The game has been held in multiple locations, but outside the 1926 game in Chicago and 1983 game in Pasadena, California, it has been along the East Coast, most frequently in Philadelphia, followed by the New York City area and Baltimore. The series has been marked by several periods of domination by one team or the other, with Navy's 14-game winning streak from 2002 through 2015 being the longest for either side. Through the 2020 meeting, Navy leads the series 61–53–7.

Series history - Army and Navy first met on the football field on November 29, 1890. The series has been renewed annually since 1899, except for 1909, 1917, 1918 and 1929. It has been held at several locations throughout its history, including Baltimore and New York City, but has most frequently been played in Philadelphia, roughly equidistant from the two academies. Historically played on the Saturday after Thanksgiving (a date on which most other major college football teams end their regular seasons), the game is now played on the second Saturday in December and is traditionally the last game of the season for both teams and the last regular-season game played in College football. With the permanent expansion of the regular season to 12 games starting in 2006, several conference championship games joined the Army–Navy Game on its then-current date of the first weekend of December. In 2009, the game was moved from the first Saturday in December to the second Saturday; this means that it no longer conflicts with conference championship games and once again is the last non-bowl contest in college football.  This game has inter-service "bragging rights" at stake. For much of the first half of the 20th century, both Army and Navy were often national powers, and the game occasionally had national championship implications. However, as the level of play in college football improved nationally, and became fueled by prospects of playing in the National Football League (NFL), the high academic entrance requirements, height and weight limits, and the five-year military commitment required has reduced the overall competitiveness of both academies. Since 1963, only the 1996, 2010, and 2016 games have seen both teams enter with winning records. Nonetheless, the game is considered a college football institution. It has aired nationally on radio since the late 1920s, and has been nationally televised every year since 1945. The tradition associated with the game assures that it remains nationally broadcast to this day.  Arguably, one of the reasons this game has maintained its appeal is that the players are playing solely for the love of the game. Most players are required to fulfill a post-graduation active duty military commitment and, by the time this ends, many players are deemed too old to consider playing competitively again. Nevertheless, some participants in the Army–Navy Game have gone on to professional football careers. Quarterback Roger Staubach (Navy, 1965) went on to a Hall of Fame career with the Dallas Cowboys that included starting at quarterback in two Super Bowls including being named the Most Valuable Player of Super Bowl VI. Wide receiver and Return Specialist Phil McConkey (Navy, 1979) was a popular player on the New York Giants squad that won Super Bowl XXI. Running back Napoleon McCallum (Navy, 1985) was able to complete his commitment to the Navy and play for the then-Los Angeles Raiders in 1986. After satisfying his Navy commitment, he joined the Raiders full-time.  

The game is especially emotional for the seniors, called "first classmen" by both academies, since it is typically the last competitive regular season football game they will ever play (though they sometimes play in a subsequent bowl game). During wartime the game is even more emotional, as some seniors will make the ultimate sacrifice once they are deployed. Recognition of those who share the uniform and are deployed overseas is an important part of the day.  At the end of the game, both teams alma matres are played and sung. The winning team stands alongside the losing team and faces the losing academy's students; then the losing team accompanies the winning team, facing their students.  This is done in a show of mutual respect and solidarity. Since the winning team's alma mater is always played last, the phrase "to sing second" has become synonymous with winning the rivalry game.  The rivalry between Annapolis and West Point, while friendly, is intense. Even the mascots (the Navy Goat and Army Mule) have been known to play pranks on each other. The cadets live and breathe the phrase "Beat Navy!" while for midshipmen the opposite phrase, "Beat Army!" is ingrained. They have become a symbol of competitiveness, not just in the Army–Navy Game, but in the service of their country, and are often used at the close of (informal) letters by graduates of both academies. A long-standing tradition at the Army-Navy football game is to conduct a formal "prisoner exchange" as part of the pre-game activities. The prisoners are the cadets and midshipmen currently spending the semester studying at the sister academy. After the exchange, students have a brief reprieve to enjoy the game with their comrades.

The game is the last of three contests in the annual Commander-in-Chief's Trophy series, awarded to each season's winner of the triangular series between Army, Navy, and Air Force since 1972. In years when Navy and Army have each beaten Air Force before the Army-Navy Game (1972, 1977, 1978, 1996, 2005 & 2012) the Army-Navy game has also determined whether Army or Navy would win this trophy. In years when Air Force has split its two games, the Army-Navy game determines whether the trophy is shared or won outright by the winner of the game.  The rivalries Army and Navy have with Air Force are much less intense than the Army–Navy rivalry, primarily due to the relative youth of the USAFA, established in 1954, and the physical distance between the USAFA and the other two schools. The Army–Air Force and Navy–Air Force games are usually played at the academies' regular home fields, although on occasion they have been held at a neutral field.  Navy won 14 Army-Navy games in a row from 2002 to 2015, the longest winning streak in the history of the series.  On December 10, 2016, Army snapped its 14-game losing streak against Navy with a 21–17 victory.

Traditionally, the game is played in Philadelphia, due to the historic nature of the city and the fact that it is approximately halfway between West Point and Annapolis. Additionally, Philadelphia has always had a stadium large enough to accommodate the crowds. Philadelphia's John F. Kennedy Stadium (JFK) hosted the game from 1936 to 1979 (except for three years in World War II) – more than any other venue in the history of the series. It even hosted the game for several years after the 1971 construction of nearby Veterans Stadium, which finally became the game's host in 1980. The Pennsylvania Railroad and its successors offered game-day service to all Army–Navy games (except several during WWII) at John F. Kennedy Stadium, using a sprawling temporary station constructed each year on the railroad's nearby Greenwich freight yard. The service, with 40-odd trains serving as many as 30,000 attendees, was the single largest concentrated passenger rail movement in the country.  Franklin Field, on the campus of the University of Pennsylvania, hosted the game in the early twentieth century before it was moved to JFK. New York's Polo Grounds holds the record for most games hosted outside of Philadelphia, even though the last time it hosted one was 1925. The city of Baltimore has hosted a number of games throughout the history of the series as well, even though Baltimore is closer to Annapolis.  The Rose Bowl is the only site west of the Mississippi River to host the Army–Navy game; it did so in 1983. The city of Pasadena, California, paid for the travel expenses of all the students and supporters of both academies – 9,437 in all.  A substitute, however, for Bill XXII – the Navy mascot – and four rented Army mules were brought in.  The attendance was 81,000.  The game was held at the Rose Bowl that year because there are a large number of military installations and servicemen and women, along with many retired military personnel, on the West Coast.  The game has been held one other time in a non-East Coast venue, at Chicago's Soldier Field, which played host to the 1926 game.

Currently the game is played primarily at Lincoln Financial Field in Philadelphia, the home of the Philadelphia Eagles. Since the 1980s, the game has been held roughly once every three or four years at a site other than Philadelphia. These sites have included Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (replaced in 2010 by MetLife Stadium, which has yet to host the game), M&T Bank Stadium in Baltimore and FedExField in Landover, Maryland. These are still considered neutral-site games, but provide locations that are closer to one academy or the other.

Historical facts of the Army-Navy game

The first Army-Navy game occurred in 1890 when Army Cadet Dennis Mahan Michie agreed to play the Naval Academy after the Midshipmen issued the challenge. The Army team was new and the game was played at West Point with Navy blanking Army 24-0.  Three years later, Navy defeated Army at Annapolis and a post-game argument between a Navy rear admiral and an Army brigadier general almost ended in a duel. President Grover Cleveland called a cabinet meeting that resulted in the Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of War declaring that each team was restricted from playing one another at home and may not play each other.  In fact a Navy Midshipman wore what is regarded by many as the first ever football helmet the same game that almost resulted in a duel. His name was Joseph Mason Reeves and he went on to become an admiral and a major lead of the Navy's aircraft carrier fleet. He had been advised by a Navy doctor that any further trauma to his head would result in "instant insanity" or even death. He asked a local shoemaker to make him a helmet out of leather and the football helmet was born.


  The Army and Navy have faced off a total of 116 times. To date, Navy has 60 wins, Army has 49. There have been seven ties.

  Cadets and midshipmen played the first Army-Navy football game Nov. 29, 1890 on "The Plain" at West Point. Navy had been playing organized football since 1879 and defeated the newly established Army team, 24-0.


  The 271 members of the Corps of Cadets each contributed 52 cents to pay half of the Navy's traveling costs for the 1890 game.


  Although today we know the game as an annual tradition (and it has been such since 1930), there have been 10 times when the Army-Navy game was not played. It's said that the longest interruption, which lasted from 1894 to 1898, came about after an argument between an Army general and a Navy admiral almost resulted in a duel following the 1893 game.  The game also wasn't played in 1909. That year, Army canceled its remaining games after Cadet Eugene Byrne died from an injury sustained in an October game against Harvard.  Twice during World War I, in 1917 and 1918, games were canceled on orders from the War Department. And in 1928 and 1929, the academies could not reconcile player eligibility standards.


  On Nov. 27, 1926, the game was held in Chicago for the formal dedication of Soldier Field in honor of the American servicemen who had fought in World War I.


  Going into both the 1944 and 1945 games, Army and Navy were ranked No. 1 and No. 2, respectively. Army won both games.


  The tradition of mules as mascots for Army dates back to 1899, when a quartermaster officer decided the team needed a mascot to counter the Navy goat and chose a white mule used to pull an ice wagon.  However, the first "official" mule was a former U.S. Army pack mule named "Mr. Jackson" that arrived at West Point in 1936. Since Mr. Jackson, there have been 17 "official" Army mules.  "Buckshot," the only female of the bunch, arrived at West Point in 1964, a gift from the Air Force Academy. Today, three mules serve as Army mascots: Raider, Ranger II and General Scott.


  Instant replay made its American debut in the 1963 Army-Navy game.


  A 1973 episode of "M*A*S*H" referenced a fictional Army-Navy game that ended 42-36 Navy. To this day, no Army-Navy game has ended with that score. The radio announcer in the episode says the game is the 53rd Army-Navy game. That game was played in 1952; Navy won, 7-0. 


  The Rose Bowl is the only site west of the Mississippi River to host the Army-Navy game—it did so in 1983.  Only six Army-Navy games have been held on the campus of either academy. Two of those games were during World War II, one in 1942 and the other in 1943.


  New York's Polo Grounds holds the record for the most games hosted outside of Philadelphia, although the last game played there was in the 1920s.


  Following each game, players sing both teams' alma maters. The winning team joins the losing team and sings facing the losing team's students. Then the losing team joins the victors on their side of the field and sings the winner's alma mater to its students. This act is a show of mutual respect and solidarity.





Top Games in Army-Navy Rivalry

1926 Army vs Navy - Soldier’s Field - Chicago, Illinois {Army 21 Navy 21}

The Setting - The day before the game the visiting student bodies from the two academies were treated to a luncheon at Marshall Field's giant department store in downtown Chicago, after which the cadets and midshipmen staged a big parade south on Michigan Avenue as they marched to Soldier Field for the formal dedication ceremony. Meanwhile, there was also a full slate of luncheons and parties planned to entertain the service personnel throughout the weekend. Helping to fuel the already overheated college football fans of Chicago was the fact that the two teams were among the nation's elite for 1926—Navy coming in with a record of 9-0-0 and Army at 7-1-0, with only a narrow 7-0 defeat to Notre Dame marring the Cadets record. The Army team was slightly favored, and its powerhouse included such great players as Chris Cagle, "Lighthorse" Harry Wilson, Chuck Born, Gar Davidson, and Red Murrell; while Navy countered with standouts such as Tom Hamilton, Frank Wickhorst, Tom Eddy, and Whitey Lloyd.

Game Day - When time for the kickoff finally arrived on November 27, 1926—amidst concerns over the many counterfeit tickets which had been found in circulation—Soldier Field was jammed with approximately 110,000 fans, with thousands more standing atop every nearby building, water tower, and bridge that afforded any hopes of a glimpse of the action.  It was a cold day along the Chicago lakefront, and, except for the sun breaking through on one occasion, the game was played under a gray and heavily clouded sky. Snow banks surrounded the field from an earlier storm that had required 300 men to work the entire night before the game shoveling off the seats of the stadium. Around the rim of the stadium were large American flags which rippled in the wintry breezes off Lake Michigan.

[image: image]The Game - Army kicked off to open the game, and surprisingly, Coach Jones of the Cadets had a half dozen of his first string players on the sideline. After the teams exchanged punts, the offensive fireworks began. Starting from its 45 yard line, Navy began to mix an array of short passes with its running attack. After several plays moved the ball to Army's 34, Jim Schuber of Navy faked an end sweep but instead rifled a long pass that Hank Hardwick plucked out of the air at the eight yard line before being dragged down at the one. Two plays later Howard Caldwell blasted in for the touchdown, and Tom Hamilton's drop-kick made it 7-0, Navy. Again the teams returned to an exchange of possessions although Navy clearly held the upper hand, and writer Walter Eckersall later declared that "the Middies appeared unbeatable in the first quarter." Late in the period Navy began a drive from its 43 yard line and, after a penalty set them back to the 32, Hamilton connected on a pass to Schuber that was good for 23 yards. After a couple more plays, Coach Jones rushed the rest of his Army first string into the game just before the quarter ended with the Middies at the Army 22. Several plays later Schuber blasted in from one yard out for the TD, and Hamilton's PAT made it 14-0. Later in the second quarter Army finally got its offense on track behind the hard running of Chris Cagle and Harry Wilson. Starting from their 37 yard line after a punt, the Cadets got rolling as Wilson broke off a dazzling change of pace run of 23 yards to the Navy 40. Two plays later Cagle swept around right end on a 21-yard gallop, and on the next snap Wilson slashed PAGE 11 through the left side of the line and sailed 17 yards to Army's first touchdown. Wilson's placekick made it 14-7. The next time Army had the ball it was unable to move, and so Red Murrell dropped back to his 20, from where he boomed a towering punt that came down to the Middies' Howard Ransford on the Navy 25. Attempting a running catch, Ransford fumbled the ball and the bouncing pigskin caromed off the foot of Army's Skip Harbold and toward the Navy goal line. Catching up with the ball near the 15, Harbold picked it up and rumbled toward paydirt, and despite falling down at the one, the weary cadet managed to squirm into the end zone for the touchdown. Wilson's PAT made it 14-14, and the wild first half soon came to a close.

The second half got underway as Army started from its 26 after Cagle's 20-yard run back of the kickoff. Several plays later Wilson swept around left end for a gain of 15 yards to the Navy 44, and on the next snap Cagle broke up the middle and dashed all the way for the touchdown that put Army ahead 21-14 after Wilson's PAT. Despite the stunning comeback by the Cadets, the Middies returned to the attack. Both of the high-powered offenses fought back and forth until late in the third quarter when Navy started from its 43 yard line after a punt. Slowly the Middies headed up the field as the action moved into the fourth quarter. Hamilton completed two key passes to Alan Shapley on the drive, and Ransford chipped in a critical gain of eight yards for a first down at Army's 15. The 12-play drive was capped off in sensational fashion when Shapley swept around right end on a fourth down and three play for an eight-yard touchdown run. With the entire stadium holding its breath, Hamilton calmly drop-kicked the extra point to tie it at 21-21. With just over seven minutes left to play, the surrounding gloom and darkness had gathered to the point where it was increasingly difficult for fans and writers in the press box to distinguish the players on the field. Still, Army mounted one last attempt at the win, starting from its 27 yard line after the following kickoff. On the second play of the series Wilson broke through left tackle for a 28 yard dash into Navy territory, and then he and Murrell alternated in pounding the Middies' line. Finally, checked just inside the 20, Wilson dropped back to attempt a place-kick from the 26. The ball was spotted directly in front of the goal posts, but incredibly Wilson's kick sailed just wide. The final couple minutes were played in "almost total darkness," as the electric lights over the stadium's entrance tunnels and on the Scoreboard twinkled in the gloom. On the last play of the game Hamilton attempted a desperate pass for Navy, but the aerial was intercepted by (and here's where the darkness contributed to the confusion) either Wilson, Cagle, or Chuck Harding—depending on which game account you choose to accept. The runback was finally halted deep in Navy territory, and so the monumental battle ended in a 21-21 tie.

1971 Army vs Navy - JFK Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 24 Navy 23}

{Military.com} In one of the most exciting Army-Navy finishes, the Cadets escaped with a one-point victory when Navy's last-minute fourth-down try for victory-a 7-yard pass from Fred Stuvek to Andy Pease-just trickled off the receiver's finger tips at the goal line. Trailing 24-21, Navy head coach Rick Forzano eschewed a chip shot field goal that would have given his team a hard-earned tie, just two plays after the officials disallowed an apparent go-ahead touchdown by the Mids. Army raced out to a 16-0 lead on a pair of touchdowns by Bob Hines and a Jim Barclay field goal. Stuvek brought Navy back with a pair of second-quarter touchdowns, then hit Steve Ogden with a 12-yard pass in the third stanza for a 21-16 advantage. Kingsley Fink tossed a 3-yard scoring pass to Ed Francis and connected with John Simar on the two-point conversion for what would be the game-winning points later in the fourth.

1977 Army vs Navy - JFK Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 17 Navy 14}

{Military.com} Army escaped with a bitterly fought upset victory after Navy disdained a potential game-tying field goal attempt with 1:07 to play, instead trying for the win. But when Joe Gattuso's option pass from the Army 9-yard line just flew over the outstretched hands of Phil McConkey on fourth down, the Cadets had clinched their first series win since 1972. Army had taken a 10-0 lead on a 1-yard touchdown dive by Leamon Hall and a John Castelli field goal. The Cadets still led 17-7 in the third quarter after a pass interference call set up Greg King's 1-yard touchdown plunge in the second quarter. Gattuso brought the Mids close with a 2-yard sweep in the third.

1989 Army vs Navy - Giants Stadium - East Rutherford, New Jersey {Navy 19 Army 17}

{Military.com} In the first Army-Navy game played in East Rutherford, N.J., Frank Schenk hit a 32-yard field goal with 11 seconds left, to give the Midshipmen a come-from-behind 19-17 win over the Cadets. Navy got on the scoreboard first when Alton Grizzard hit B.J. Mason with a 54-yard touchdown pass. However, a bad snap on the extra point left Navy with a 6-0 lead. Schenk added three points to that advantage with a 38-yard field goal midway through the first quarter. Army's efficient wishbone offense consumed most of the second quarter, as Cal Cass notched a pair of one-yard touchdown runs to give the Cadets a 14-9 lead at halftime. Rodney Purifoy's three-yard touchdown run midway through the third quarter, followed by Schenk's extra point, put Navy back ahead, 16-14. Yet, Army regained the lead with two minutes to go in the third quarter, when Keith Havenstrite nailed a 21-yard field goal. With 5:02 remaining in the game, Navy took over possession on its own 22-yard line. Grizzard and fullback Mike Burns led the Mids down the field, setting the stage for Schenk's game-winning kick.  Frank Schenk wasn’t exactly given the best name for someone who would become a college football kicker, but he put it in the back of his mind when the Midshipmen called upon him to beat Army.  Navy was trailing 17-16 when Alton Grizzard intentionally threw an incomplete pass to Jerry Dawson to stop the clock with 15 seconds remaining. After Army head coach Jim Young called a timeout with the “ice the kicker” strategy, Schenk stepped up and booted the 32-yard field goal through the uprights. After the kickoff, Army had seven seconds to make magic happen, but Bryan McWilliams’ pass to Sean Jordan was incomplete — leaving just one second on the clock. McWilliams pitched to Mike Mayweather for what would have been an option pass, but he was brought down in the backfield, and Schenk was a football hero.

1992 Army vs Navy - Veteran’s Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 25 Navy 24}

{Military.com} Patmon Malcom's career-best 49-yard field goal with 12 seconds remaining won it for Army after the Cadets had fallen behind by 17 points in the third quarter. The Mids, who entered the game at 1-9, raced to a 24-7 advantage only to see the Black Knights come roaring back with three straight scores. A 68-yard touchdown pass from Rick Roper to Gaylord Greene, the longest pass play ever in an Army-Navy contest, and the ensuing two-point conversion (off a fake kick) pulled Army within 24-22 with over seven minutes remaining. Following an exchange of punts, Navy was unable to move the ball and was forced to kick into a stiff wind again. Army took over at the Mids' 33-yard line. On fourth down, Malcom drilled a 44-yard field goal, but the Cadets were flagged for delay of game. His second kick from 49 yards was perfect, capping the greatest comeback in Army-Navy history and a dramatic 25-24 victory for the Cadets.

1994 Army vs Navy - Veteran’s Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 22 Navy 20}

{Military.com} For the third straight year, the outcome of the Army-Navy game hinged on the swing of a leg. And for the third consecutive season, the Cadets came out on top, registering another dramatic win over their arch rivals after senior Kurt Heiss nailed a career-best 52-yard field goal with 6:19 to play. A crowd of 65,308 witnessed Army's wishbone offense, which amassed 373 rushing yards on the day, wage war against Navy's air attack, which riddled the Cadets for 361 yards passing. All three Navy touchdowns came on plays of 27 yards or longer. Heiss' game-winner, the longest field goal in Army-Navy history, was his third three-pointer of the day. Following the kick, Navy took possession at its own 24, but fell in a big hole when Al Roberts sacked quarterback Jim Kubiak for an eight-yard loss. Faced with a fourth down deep in their own territory two plays later, the Mids elected to punt. They would never regain possession as Army's relentless ground attack methodically killed off the clock. Kubiak passed for an Army-Navy record 361 yards, completing 24 of 34 passes with two touchdowns. However, he was intercepted three times, including a critical pickoff by free safety Derek Klein at the Army 2-yard line early in the fourth quarter. The teams exploded for 24 first-quarter points, with Navy leading 14-10 at the break. Heiss' second field goal, from 35 yards out, preceded a 3-yard run by Kevin Vaughn that gave the Cadets a 19-14 lead in the third. But Kubiak hit tight end Kevin Hickman along the left sideline and Hickman rumbled 56 yards to paydirt, shedding several tacklers along the way. Navy's two-point conversion attempt was stuffed by linebacker Ben Kotwica. Quarterback Ronnie McAda rushed for 127 yards and fullback Joe Ross added 120. Vaughn finished with 92 yards rushing.

1998 Army vs Navy - Veteran’s Stadium - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Army 34 Navy 30}

{Military.com} Trailing entering the fourth quarter, Army combined trickery and an old-fashioned wishbone attack to rally for a 34-30 victory over Navy as the teams combined for the most points ever in 99 meetings of this fabled service-academy rivalry. Bobby Williams' 36-yard halfback option pass to backfield mate John Johnson preceded a 70-yard scoring burst by fullback Ty Amey as the Cadets put 15 points on the board in the final stanza. Eric Olsen's 26-yard insurance field goal with 47 seconds left provided the contest's final points. The win was Army's sixth against Navy in a seven-game span. Amey's decisive touchdown run capped a day of big plays for the Cadets, who enjoyed five scoring plays of 25 yards or longer, including touchdown runs of 69 yards by quarterback Joe Gerena and 71 yards by fullback Craig Stucker. Army rolled up a season-high 401 yards rushing to seal its third national rushing title in six years. Amey (134) and Stucker (106) each rushed for more than 100 yards from Army's fullback position. Despite the impressive offensive performances by both teams, the game was marred by what took place after Amey's score. A railing collapsed in the Army student section, sending nine Cadets (four West Point students and five military academy prep school students) tumbling 12 feet to the ground.

2000 Army vs Navy - PSINet Stadium - Baltimore, Maryland {Navy 30 Army 28}

Fifty-six years after they met here for the national championship, Army and Navy staggered in with a combined record of 1-19. In an exciting if error-filled contest, the Midshipmen — aided by two questionable calls by officials — withstood a furious rally by Army to win their first game of the season. Navy’s Brian Broadwater passed for one touchdown and ran for another before a then-record crowd of 70,685 at PSINet Stadium.

2011 Army vs Navy - FedEx Field - Landover, Maryland {Navy 27 Army 21}

{Associated Press} Playing his last game before he goes to SEAL training, Alexander Teich absolutely, positively, emphatically did not want to be known as a member of the Navy team that finally lost to Army.  The fullback was out there returning kickoffs, something he hadn't done all year. He was running over to the stands to fire up the Brigade of Midshipmen that took up a quarter of the lower bowl of the Washington Redskins stadium.  It took a bit more suspense than usual, but Teich and the Midshipmen made it a perfect 10 against the Black Knights, winning 27-21 Saturday in the 112th edition of one of the most passionate rivalries in sports.  With President Barack Obama presiding over the first Army-Navy game to be played in the vicinity of the nation's capital, the Mids (5-7) got a pair of touchdown runs from quarterback Kriss Proctor and one from Teich to win their 10th straight in the rivalry.  At least this one was close. Navy had won the other nine by at least a dozen points. The Mids needed a pair of fourth-quarter field goals from Jon Teague and a fourth-down stop in their own territory before those in the blue uniforms could start chanting "10 more years!"  It eased the sting—and then some—of Navy's disappointing season. The Mids had a streak of eight straight bowl appearances come to an end this year.  "Whatever it is—we're not playing in a bowl game, we are playing in a bowl game—to beat Army for a decade is unheard of," said Proctor, also a senior. "To do anything 10 straight times is hard to do."  Consolation will be harder to come by for Army, though at least Black Knights linebacker Andrew Rodriguez beat out a Navy player—guard John Dowd—among others to win the William V. Campbell Trophy as the nation's top senior scholar-athlete For Army's graduating class, the sting won't ever go away, even if they did finally make a game of it.

Obama, accompanied by Vice President Joe Biden, worked the Navy sidelines before the game, shaking hands and even getting a hug from the mascot—a goat wearing a Santa hat. The president performed a left-handed coin toss at midfield—Army won and elected to receive—then adhered to presidential tradition by spending a half on each side of the field. He switched from Navy to Army with an escorted walk on the 50-yard line from sideline to sideline in a formal halftime ceremony.  As always, the pageantry was breathtaking, starting with the Army Corps of Cadets' march onto the field three hours before kickoff. Then the Brigade of Midshipmen took their turn. Both sides taunted each other in good spirits—"Why so quiet?" was the Navy chant after the Mids took a 14-0 lead—and beach balls and even an inflatable snake were batted while slick scoreboard videos poked fun at one academy or the other.  But there were also stirring moments of tribute for the crowd of 80,789; both sides swayed and sang loudly when Lee Greenwood performed "God Bless the U.S.A." at halftime.  Proctor ran 32 times for 97 yards, and Teich carried 18 times for 93 yards. Navy ran for 296 yards and completed only one pass in the tussle between rush-heavy, triple-option teams.  And how did Teich do returning kickoffs? His 48-yard return to open the second half led to a touchdown.  But it was the mention of Teague that brought Coach Ken Niumatalolo to the brink of tears after the game. Navy's kicking game was an adventure all season, and the senior kicker had made only 8 of 13 entering the game. Raymond Maples and Malcolm Brown rushed for 82 yards apiece for Army (3-9), which finished the season with four straight losses and now trails the overall series 56-49-7. The Black Knights, who have the top rushing team in the nation, ran for 298 yards and completed only four passes.  Army had a chance to win in the fourth quarter, but Navy linebacker Matt Warrick read the triple option perfectly to stop quarterback Trent Steelman on fourth-and-7 at the Mids' 25 with 4:31 remaining.

2012 Army vs Navy - Lincoln Financial Field - Philadelphia, Pennsylvania {Navy 17 Army 13}

{Associated Press} Navy's decade of dominance over Army was 14 yards away from sinking.  Then the Black Knights botched a handoff with an overdue victory in sight and the Midshipmen pounced on the fumbled ball.  Tight games or blowouts, Navy has made a habit of beating Army. Keenan Reynolds helped Navy top Army for the 11th straight time, scoring the winning touchdown late in the fourth quarter in a 17-13 victory in the 113th rivalry game Saturday.  The Midshipmen can hook an anchor to the Commander-in-Chief's Trophy and bring it to Annapolis. Navy (8-4) and won the CIC trophy awarded to the team with the best record in games among the three service academies. Army and Navy each beat Air Force, putting the prestigious trophy up for grabs in the regular-season finale for the first time since 2005.  Army (2-10) hasn't hoisted the CIC trophy since 1996.  Unlike previous games over the last decade, the Black Knights were in this one until their final 70-yard drive. Army had driven to the 14 when QB Trent Steelman and fullback Larry Dixon fumbled on a sloppy exchange. Navy recovered and the Midshipmen on the sideline went wild and rushed the field.  In front of 69,607 fans and Vice President Joe Biden at Lincoln Financial Field, Navy caught a break when Army missed a late field goal attempt.  Reynolds quickly found Brandon Turner down the sideline for a 49-yard gain. Reynolds, named the game's MVP, then escaped a rush and followed with the 8-yard touchdown run with 4:41 left in the game.

The CIC trophy was coming back to the Naval Academy for a record 13th time after a two-year stint at Air Force. Before Navy started its 11-game winning streak, the longest one in the series, started in 1890, was only five games for either team.  The Midshipmen gathered at midfield and posed with the trophy while their classmates in the stands celebrated the win.  This one was the toughest victory yet during the streak. Late in the third, Army's James Kelly stripped the ball and linebacker Alex Meier recovered to give the Black Knights the ball at Navy's 37. Eric Osteen kicked a 21-yard field goal 10 plays later for a 13-10 lead.  Osteen, however, was wide left on a 37-yard attempt with 6:57 left in the game.  Navy made them pay on Reynolds' score. The Midshipmen now lead the series 57-49-7.  Navy not only won 10 straight, but pretty much dominated the Black Knights, winning games in 2007 and 2008 by a combined 74-3 score.  Navy's 27-21 win last season was the tightest margin since the winning streak started. Last year was just a start at nudging closer toward ending the winning streak.  After a scoreless first quarter, Army and Navy swapped rushing TDs in the second. Navy fullback Noah Copeland plowed straight up the middle for a 12-yard score. Steelman matched him with an 11-yarder for his program-tying 17th TD run of the season, then saluted the cadets after the score.  Carlton Jones had 17 rushing touchdowns in 2004.  Nick Sloan put Navy up 10-7 with a 31-yard field goal.  Then came the ugly—yet, so sweet—kick for Army that send the game into halftime tied at 10. Navy twice tried to freeze Osteen with consecutive timeouts. They didn't work. There was a high snap, a line drive kick, a glance off the upright and—good! Osteen's 41-yarder as time expired had the cadets rocking the Linc.  The fun wouldn't last and it was just the latest loss for the Black Knights.

With cadets and midshipmen standing, bouncing and cheering on a gloomy day, it was clear how much the centuries-old rivalry means to both sides.  Biden handed off coin flipping duties to a referee before the game and made the traditional switch from the Navy side to the Army side at halftime. Team highlights were played to "Gonna Fly Now." Billed as "America's Game," the hours before kickoff were highlighted by the Army Corps of Cadets and the Brigade of Midshipmen march onto the field. The cadet glee club performed the national anthem.  Cadets even brought one of those oversized goofy cutouts of Biden's head to show off during the game.  There were reminders all around the Linc, full and with a festive vibe for a rare time this football season, that this was no ordinary game. Forget the kiss cam during timeouts. Purple Hearts and Distinguished Service Cross awards were presented.  Low clouds wiped out the parachute jumps.  The Midshipmen played with "Rafi" stickers on the back of their helmets as a salute to injured third-string quarterback Ralph Montalvo. Montalvo remained in a medically-induced coma after he was critically injured in a car accident near his home on Thanksgiving night.  Montalvo was scheduled to travel to Philadelphia and dress for the Army-Navy game before the accident. The Naval Academy had shipped his game jersey to his parents and it will be waiting for him.

2016 Army vs Navy - M&T Bank Stadium - Baltimore, Maryland {Army 21 Navy 17}

{Associated Press} The Army football team and its fans around the world can finally rejoice.  No longer will they have to listen to barbs from Navy or lament another missed opportunity in the biggest game of the year.  At long last, The Streak is over.  Army ended a 14-year run of frustration against the Midshipmen, using an overpowering running game and opportunistic defense to carve out a long overdue 21-17 victory Saturday.  With future commander in chief Donald Trump looking on, the Black Knights blew a 14-point lead before quarterback Ahmad Bradshaw scored on a 9-yard run with 6:42 left to give Army the win it had been waiting for since 2001.  The Black Knights' 14-game losing streak was the longest by either academy in a series that began in 1890. Army (7-5) now trails 60-50-7 in one of the nation's historic rivalries.  Navy (9-4) was coming off a physical 34-10 loss to Temple in the American Athletic Conference title game and had only one week to prepare for Army with a new quarterback, sophomore Zach Abey, who was making his first college start. Abey took over Will Worth, who broke his foot against Temple.  Abey ran for two touchdowns but passed for only 89 yards and was intercepted twice. Navy had four turnovers, three in the first half. This senior class at Navy has accounted for 37 wins, most ever at the Academy over a four-year period. But they'll never forget this defeat.  That was a mantra chanted by the Black Knights for the past 14 years. Not anymore. By halftime, Army led 14-0 and owned a 14-1 advantage in first downs.  After watching from the Navy side of the field before halftime, Trump visited the TV booth on the Army side in the third quarter. The interview with the president-elect coincided with a big shift in momentum.  Andy Davidson lost a fumble on the Black Knights' first possession of the second half and the Midshipmen recovered at the Army 32. A screen pass for 16 yards set up a 1-yard touchdown run by Abey to get Navy to 14-7.  Minutes later, the Midshipmen got a field goal after a replay overturned a lost fumble by Abey at the Army 11.  A 41-yard touchdown run by Abey gave Navy the lead with 12:42 remaining. But Army wasn't done.  The Black Knights put together a 12-play, 80-yard drive that lasted nearly seven minutes and ended with Bradshaw's TD.  Bradshaw went 2 for 4 for 35 yards and an interception in Army's first win in Baltimore since 1944.  Davidson ran for 87 yards and two first-half scores, and Kell Walker carried 16 times for 94 yards.  Some teams might fold after letting a two-touchdown lead vanish. Not Army.  

This was the final game in the broadcasting career of 76-year-old Verne Lundquist. He was cheered by the crowd during a live shot on the scoreboard.
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The Territorial Cup rivalry, sometimes known as the Duel in the Desert.  Though not one of the longest football rivalries, the winner receives the Territorial Cup, created for the 1899 champion between schools in Arizona and which the NCAA has certified as the oldest rivalry trophy in college football.  While the Territorial Cup did not change hands as a regular part of the competition until 2001, the rivalry between the two schools continued after 1899, a semi-regular event until becoming an annual event from 1946 onwards.

Territorial Cup - In 1899, and continuously since 2001, each year's winner receives the Territorial Cup, a traveling trophy. The trophy was originally used in 1899 for the series that involved the teams' first ever meeting. As the Normal School won all three of its games, it was declared champion and awarded the trophy.  The cup's name refers to the fact that Arizona was a U.S. territory at the time; it became a state in 1912.  After the tournament the trophy's whereabouts were unknown until 1980 when it was rediscovered in the basement of a church adjacent to Arizona State's campus. The cup was put on display in the Alumni Association headquarters and then the University Archives.  It was later authenticated as the original cup by the NCAA, making it the oldest rivalry game trophy in college football.  In 2000, Arizona contacted Arizona State about displaying the cup on their campus. The following year, then ASU President Lattie Coor ordered that the Territorial Cup be shared as a traveling trophy, to be displayed by each year's winner. Coor and then UA President Peter Likins signed a protocol governing the cup's use and care. Each year the tradition is celebrated at a pre-game reception for boosters. A replica version was also made and is the trophy presented to the winner after the game.  The cup is silver plate over Britannia base metal and was manufactured by Reed and Barton of Taunton, Massachusetts. It was a standard style priced at $20 ($462.05 in 2010 dollars) in Reed and Barton's 1910 catalog. The inscription reads "Arizona Football League Championship 1899 Normal".

History - The rivalry dates to 1899, when the University of Arizona in Tucson played the Normal School of Arizona in Tempe – which later evolved into Arizona State University, as part of the Arizona Territorial Football League Championship. The championship was a four-way series that also included Phoenix Union High School and Phoenix Indian School. Arizona and the Normal School met on November 30, 1899 for a Thanksgiving Day match at Carrillo Gardens Field in Tucson. Contemporary newspaper stories indicate that this was the first game for the University squad, while the Normal team was comparatively more experienced and better trained. The event drew 300 enthusiastic fans and was followed by a post-game Thanksgiving celebration for both teams hosted by the University. The "Normals", as they were called, won the game 11-2; as they had previously defeated the other schools, they were declared champions and received the Territorial Cup.  The two teams played each other sporadically for the next decades and have played almost every year beginning in 1925 (when Arizona State became a four-year college). The rivalry became particularly heated in the late 1950s amid the political contention overturning Arizona State College into an official university, a change opposed by the University of Arizona and many of its alumni. In 1958, the year the measure was to be put to a statewide vote, Arizona State defeated Arizona 47–0. The blowout win was a major point of pride for Arizona State, which became a university later that year.  Another notably heated game came in 1968. The contest was expected to decide which team would go on to the Sun Bowl, but before the game, Arizona coach Darrell Mudra issued an ultimatum to the Sun Bowl committee that his team would not play in the bowl unless they were selected regardless of who won. The committee chose Arizona, who promptly lost to Arizona State 30–7 in what became known as the "Ultimatum Bowl"; Arizona proceeded to lose the 1968 Sun Bowl 34-10 to the Auburn Tigers. The events led to the creation of the Fiesta Bowl as a default bowl for Arizona State should they receive no other bids; it went on to become part of the highly lucrative Bowl Championship Series and is now part of the College Football Playoff system.  In the modern era of the game, it has often been played on the day after Thanksgiving. It has most recently been scheduled for the Saturday after Thanksgiving to accommodate network television coverage. Starting with the 2009-2010 school year, State Farm became the presenting sponsor for the State Farm Territorial Cup Series. Through the 2023 season, Arizona leads the series 51-45-1.

Historical facts - Arizona-Arizona State rivalry


	In 1899 ASU was known as the Normal School of Arizona: it served high school students and graduates training to become teachers.

	The first territorial cup football game took place in 1899: The Normal School won.

	After that first win, the Normal School wouldn’t win the territorial cup for another 42 years!

	The Normal School of Arizona changed to Arizona State College and became a four-year university in 1952.

	One of the most heated territorial cup games took place in 1968, and it became known as the “Ultimatum Bowl.”

	
1968 - The Ultimatum Bowl - The champion of the WAC (the conference to which both ASU and UA belonged in 1968) was yet to be determined, but Wildcat Coach Darrell Mudra wanted his team to be treated like a champion even before the 1968 Duel in the Desert.  The Sun Bowl was set to extend an invitation to the WAC champion that year, which was a big deal, as bowl games were much sparser in 1968. But before UA’s game vs. the Sun Devils, Mudra went to the Sun Bowl committee and gave it an ultimatum: Invite the Cats to the bowl before they played ASU, or they wouldn’t go at all – even though ASU still had a chance to surpass the Wildcats for the conference lead.  The committee caved, and the furious Sun Devils took out their frustrations on the field a few days later, blowing out Arizona 30-7 in Tucson.   And as fate would have it, due to a tiebreaker, neither ASU nor UA won the WAC that year – Wyoming did. But thanks to Mudra’s ultimatum, the Wildcats went on to the Sun Bowl – where they were trounced by Auburn, 34-10.

	The territorial cup trophy was lost for a number of decades and was finally discovered in 1980 in the basement of a church near Arizona State’s campus.

	The game is now known as the “Duel in the Desert” and is usually played the Friday after Thanksgiving.



Top Games in Arizona-Arizona State rivalry (Duel in the Desert)

1975 Arizona at Arizona State - Sun Devil Stadium - Tempe, Arizona {Arizona State 24 Arizona 21)

“The Catch” - The 1975 Territorial Cup game has been considered of the greatest games in this rivalry.  Arizona came into the game 9-1 and ranked #12 in the country.  Arizona State came into the game 10-0 and ranked #8 in the country.  Excitement and emotions were running high.  Sun Devil Stadium was sold out.  The Sun Devils trailed 14-3 when with 30 seconds left in the first half, Jefferson flew across the south end zone at Sun Devil Stadium to snag an 8-yard touchdown pass, immortalized as "The Catch."  Arizona still led 21-17 in the second half, but the only scoring in the fourth quarter was on Sproul's 1-yard run capping an 80-yard drive. Harris made a key late interception to help clinch a 24-21 victory, what up to then was considered the premier game in a rivalry dating to 1899, No. 8 Arizona State improving to 11-0, No. 12 Arizona ending at 9-2. Arizona would not get a bowl bid after the season.  Arizona State would go the Fiesta Bowl and beat Nebraska in one of the greatest Bowl games ever.  Arizona State would finish ranked #2 in the country in the final polls.  Sporting News ranked them as #1 in the country.

1983 Arizona at Arizona State - Sun Devil Stadium - Tempe, Arizona {Arizona 17 Arizona State 15}

Max Zendejas became known as a Sun Devil killer during his four years in Tucson, and it all started in ’83.  UA took a 14-6 lead into halftime thanks to a touchdown pass from QB Tom Tunnicliffe to WR Vance Johnson. But the Devils took a late 15-14 with a TD toss from QB Todd Hons to tailback Mike Crawford, though the two-point conversion attempt failed.  Arizona State kicker Luis Zendejas set multiple NCAA kicking records that season and connected on three field goals against the Wildcats, but Max overshadowed his brother by hitting a 45-yard field goal as time expired to give Arizona its second straight win over the Devils. The loss dropped Coach Darryl Rogers and Arizona State to 6-4-1 on the season, while Smith’s Wildcats improved to 7-3-1.

1995 Arizona at Arizona State - Sun Devil Stadium - Tempe, Arizona {Arizona 31 Arizona State 28}

Quarterback Jake Plummer and the Sun Devils appeared to be on their way to avenging losses to the Wildcats in each of the previous two seasons. But trailing 28-14 in the fourth quarter, Arizona mounted a rally thanks to a touchdown pass from QB Dan White to WR Cary Taylor, followed by a sack and forced fumble of Plummer that resulted in an 8-yard return for a TD by defensive tackle Joe Salave’a.  The shell-shocked Sun Devils were unable to mount any offense the rest of the way, and White drove the Wildcats into position for kicker Jon Prasuhn to boot a 36-yard game-winner with less than 30 seconds to play in Tempe.  The win allowed the Wildcats to finish the season above .500 (6-5), as Dick Tomey improved to 6-2-1 against Arizona State as Arizona head coach.  Arizona State also finished the year 6-5, and Coach Bruce Snyder fell to 1-3 against the ‘Cats.

1998 Arizona State at Arizona - Arizona Stadium - Tucson, Arizona {Arizona 50 Arizona State 42}

Here’s everything you need to know about the highest-scoring game in Territorial Cup history: Sun Devil QB Ryan Kealy threw for 511 yards and four TDs — the third-highest passing yardage total in school history at the time — but it wasn’t enough against No. 7 Arizona in the ’98 Duel in Tucson.  In arguably the greatest individual performance in Duel in the Desert history, Wildcat RB Trung Canidate rushed for 288 yards on 18 carries and scored TDs on rushes of 80, 66 and 48 yards.  The ‘Cats and Devils combined for nearly 1,200 yards of total offense as Tomey’s team beat Arizona State for the fifth time in six games en route to a 12-1 record and a Holiday Bowl win over Nebraska. Snyder’s Sun Devils ended the season 5-6.

2010 Arizona State at Arizona - Arizona Stadium - Tucson, Arizona {Arizona State 30 Arizona 29}

There wasn’t a whole lot on the line other than state pride in 2010, but for Arizona State, it was a moment of redemption after a disappointing season with several close losses.  Trailing 20-14 at Arizona Stadium, Arizona QB Nick Foles connected with WR David Douglas for a 5-yard TD to pull the Wildcats even with less than a minute to play. But the extra-point attempt by Alex Zendejas, nephew of Max and Luis Zendejas, was blocked by ASU defensive lineman James Brooks, sending the game to the first and only overtime in Territorial Cup history.  Both teams traded field goals in the first overtime. In the second OT, RB Cameron Marshall’s 2-yard TD run put Arizona State ahead. Arizona responded on a Douglas TD run, but Zendejas’ PAT attempt was once again blocked by Brooks, allowing Coach Dennis Erickson and the Devils to escape Tucson with a win and a 6-6 season record.  The Wildcats finished the season 7-6, losing their final five games in Stoops’ last full season as Arizona head coach.
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The Stanford Axe is a trophy awarded to the winner of the annual Big Game, between the California Golden Bears and the Stanford Cardinal. The trophy consists of an axe-head mounted on a large wooden plaque, along with the scores of past Big Games.  The Stanford Axe was originally a standard 12-inch lumberman's axe. It made its first appearance on April 13, 1899 during a Stanford rally when yell leaders used it to decapitate a straw man dressed in blue and gold ribbons while chanting the Axe yell, which was based on The Frogs by Aristophanes.

The Axe made its second appearance two days later on April 15, 1899 at a Cal-Stanford baseball game played at 16th Street and Folsom in San Francisco. Led by Billy Erb, the Stanford yell leaders paraded the Axe and used it to chop up blue and gold ribbon after every good play by the Stanford team, while shouting the Axe yell. However, Stanford lost the game and the series, and the yell leaders debated if the Axe was a jinx and whether to dispose of it.  As Stanford students discussed the Axe's fate, a group of Cal students seized it and ran off with the Axe. It in turn was passed from student to student, and a chase ensued through the streets of San Francisco, first followed by Stanford students and fans, and second followed by the San Francisco police. During the chase, the Axe's handle broke off.  Cal student Clint Miller, who was wearing an overcoat so he could easily conceal the axe head, was the last to handle the Axe. As he reached the Ferry Building, he noticed the police inspecting the pockets of every boarding male passenger. As luck would have it, Miller encountered an old girlfriend, Agnes. Posing as a couple, the two successfully boarded the narrow gauge ferry to Alameda/Oakland (to avoid the police searching those buying tickets to Berkeley) and from there Miller took the Axe back to Berkeley where it was first stored in a fraternity (Chi Phi), and later in a bank vault. Two days later, Cal held its first Axe Rally.  For the next 31 years, the Axe stayed in Berkeley as a prize of conquest. In 1930, twenty-one Stanford students plotted to take back the Axe from Cal. This group became known in Stanford lore as the Immortal 21; Cal partisans call them the Immoral 21.  Cal's protection of the Axe at the time was intense—it was kept in a Berkeley bank vault and brought out, in an armored car, only for spring baseball and Big Game rallies. The Stanford group decided that their best chance would be right after the spring Axe rally, held that year on April 3 at Cal's Greek Theatre.  After the rally, four Stanford students posing as photographers temporarily blinded Norm Horner, the Grand Custodian of the Axe, with camera flashes. In the subsequent scuffle, the Stanford students grabbed the Axe while several others disguised as Cal students tossed a tear gas (or smoke, depending on account) bomb at the Cal students who guarded it. The Axe was taken to one of three cars which sped off in different directions. Several other Stanford students (disguised as Cal students) further delayed attempts to recover the Axe by organizing a search party away from the direction of the getaway cars. Although several of the raiders were caught, the Axe made it back to Stanford where it was paraded around the campus.

For three years after the raid on Berkeley the Stanford Axe lay in a Palo Alto bank vault while both universities decided what to do with it. In 1933, both sides agreed to designate the Axe as the annual trophy to be awarded to the Big Game's winner; in the event of a tie, it would be kept by the side already possessing the Axe.  However, the agreement did not stop students from both schools from stealing (or attempting to steal) the Axe. Since 1933, Cal students have stolen the Axe three times and Stanford Students four times; the most recent incident occurred in 1973. On January 28, 1978, a group of Cal students paraded a carefully constructed replica of the Axe across the court of Stanford's Maples Pavilion during the Cal-Stanford basketball game. This "Fake Axe" stunt led to erroneous reports in the following day's papers that the Axe had been stolen, therefore some sources report 1978 as the most recent theft.  Depending on which school holds the Axe, the trophy's recorded score for the 1982 Big Game is changed. This is part of the continuing dispute surrounding The Play, the last play in the final seconds of the 1982 game, which ended with a kickoff return marked by five laterals, the Stanford Band thinking the game was over and rushing the field, and then a touchdown run through the band featuring the last Cal returner bowling over a Stanford trombone player in the end zone. Referees declared the touchdown as legal and California the winner of the game. However, Stanford contends that one of the five laterals on that play was an illegal forward pass and that a Cal player was tackled before he lateraled the ball. As a result, whenever Stanford wins the Axe, the 1982 score is changed on the trophy from "California 25, Stanford 20" to read "California 19, Stanford 20."  Despite this practice, the official score must be on the Axe prior to the start of each Big Game no matter who has it at the time.  When Stanford has the Axe, it is guarded by the Stanford Axe Committee and kept in a secret location, when not on display in the lobby of the Arrillaga Sports Center. When California is in possession of the Axe, the Chairman of the UC Rally Committee acts as its custodian. It is generally displayed in the lobby of the Martin Luther King Junior Student Union Building.

During the Big Game, the Stanford Axe is displayed by the school that won the Big Game during the previous year. The Stanford Axe is transferred at the Big Game during what is known as "The Stare Down." With two minutes remaining in the Big Game, the Stanford Axe is brought to the 50 yard line, where members of the UC Rally Committee and the Stanford Axe Committee wait until the end of the game to determine who will take the Axe. Once the game ends, the winner of Big Game takes possession of the Axe until the next Big Game is played.  Currently, California has the Axe after winning the 122nd Big Game in 2019 by the score of 24-20.  Although Stanford leads the all-time series before and after the use of the Axe as a trophy, California still has held the Axe for a longer amount of time due to their 31 year possession before the recapture of the Axe by Stanford. Through the 2023 season, Stanford leads the series 65-50-11.

The Big Game is played by the California Golden Bears football team of the University of California, Berkeley, and Stanford Cardinal football team of Stanford University. First played in 1892, it is one of the oldest college rivalries in the United States. Stanford leads the series 62-46-11. The game is typically played in late November or early December, and its location alternates between the two universities every year. In even-numbered years, the game is played at Berkeley, while in odd-numbered years it is played at Stanford. Stanford has won the last seven games, the latest at Memorial Stadium 45–31.

Series history - The Big Game is the oldest college football rivalry in the West.  While an undergraduate at Stanford, future U.S. President Herbert Hoover was the student manager of both the baseball and football teams. He helped organize the inaugural Big Game, along with his friend Cal manager Herbert Lang.  Only 10,000 tickets were printed for the game but 20,000 people showed up. Hoover and Lang scrambled to find pots, bowls and any other available receptacles to collect the admission fees.  The term "Big Game" was first used in 1900, when it was played on Thanksgiving Day in San Francisco. During that game, a large group of men and boys, who were observing from the roof of the nearby S.F. and Pacific Glass Works, fell into the fiery interior of the building when the roof collapsed, resulting in 13 dead and 78 injured.  Fred Lilly, the last victim of the disaster, died on December 4, 1900, bringing the death toll to 22. To this day, the "Thanksgiving Day Disaster" remains the deadliest accident to kill spectators at a U.S. sporting event.  In 1906, citing concerns about the violence in football, both schools dropped football in favor of rugby, which was played for the Big Games of 1906–14.  The first incident of card stunts was performed by Cal fans at the halftime of the 1910 Big Game.  California resumed playing football in 1915, but Stanford's rugby teams continued until 1917. From 1915–1917, California's "Big Game" was their game against Washington, while Stanford played Santa Clara as their rugby "Big Game".  The 1918 game, in which Cal prevailed 67–0, is not considered an official game because Stanford's team was composed of volunteers from the Student Army Training Corps stationed at Stanford, some of whom were not Stanford students.  The game resumed as football in 1919, and has been played as such every year since, except from 1943 to 1945, when Stanford shut down its football program due to World War II. A handful of Stanford starters—including guards Jim Cox, Bill Hachten and Fred Boensch, running back George Quist and halfback Billy Agnew—shifted to Cal to continue playing.  Quist returned to Stanford, playing against Cal in the 1946 Big Game.  Scenes for the Harold Lloyd silent classic The Freshman was filmed at California Memorial Stadium during halftime of the 1924 Big Game.  Since 1933, the victor of the game has been awarded possession of the Stanford Axe. If a game ended in a tie, the Axe stayed on the side that already possessed it; this rule became obsolete in 1996 when the NCAA instituted overtime. The Axe is a key part of the rivalry's history, having been stolen on several occasions by both sides, starting in 1899, when the Axe was introduced when Stanford yell leader Billy Erb used it at a baseball game between the two schools.  In March 2007, the National Football League announced that it intended to trademark the phrase "The Big Game" in reference to the Super Bowl, but soon dropped the plan after being faced with opposition from Cal and Stanford.  In 2013, the new Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara was proposed as the site of the 2014 Big Game, which according to the traditional rotation should be played at Cal's Memorial Stadium.  The 2015 game would then be held in Berkeley, reversing the current rotation of odd-numbered years at Stanford and even-numbered years at Cal.  But several days later Cal declined the offer.

Historical facts – California-Stanford rivalry


	Although this is the first time the Big Game has been played in October, the first one was held on March 19, 1892. It was the only “spring” Big Game in history.

	The teams played rugby for 10 straight games before switching back to football after Cal won 67-0 in an unofficial 1918 Big Game. That game was played just three weeks after World War I ended, with Stanford quickly reassembling a team for the first time since 1914.

	From 1920 through ’23, Cal’s so-called Wonder Teams outscored Stanford 117-7.

	There have been 24 shutouts: 14 by Cal, 11 by Stanford. Why doesn’t that add up? Because the teams played to a 0-0 tie in 1932.

	All five Big Games decided on the final play have occurred since 1972, and all of them were played in Berkeley.

	The longest pass completed by a Cal player in the Big Game was an 80-yarder to Paul Keckley in 1947 — thrown by running back and future American League MVP Jackie Jensen.



Top games in California-Stanford “Big Game” rivalry

1924 Stanford at California - Memorial Stadium - Berkeley, California {California 20 Stanford 20}

Stanford, playing its first year under the coaching of Glenn S. "Pop" Warner, used the double wingback with the center throwing the ball to the back with an end-over-end motion rather than the present-day spiral.  It was a meeting of two undefeated teams and to the winner was to go the right of meeting the Four Horsemen of Notre Dame in the Rose Bowl. It was the largest crowd to witness a Pacific Coast American football game to that time.  California's Memorial Stadium was packed with some 80,000 red-hot football fans on November 22nd. Some additional thousands viewed the game from the surrounding hillsides and rooftops.  Fullback Cliff Hey's running, and a pass received by Ted Shipkey on the seven-yard line set up the first score of the game in the second quarter. Little Murray Cuddeback, probably the most maligned player of the year, then booted a three-point field goal from the 18-yard line to put Stanford in the lead, 3 to 0.  But it was Murray Cuddeback who marked up the next three points after a fierce exchange of down and punts. This came with a half-minute left in the half and from the 45-yard line. His place kick put the Cards in front 6 to 0 at the intermission.

A drive featuring a 47-yard Jim Dixon to "Tut" Imlay pass started on their 19-yard line and ended up with the ball over the goal line. California led 7 to 6.  After a short exchange of punts, California took the ball on the Stanford 42-yard line and began another march. As the quarter ended, Imlay had run the ball to the Stanford 20. On the third play of the fourth quarter the Bears scored again, Dixon to Imlay for 15 yards and a 14 to 6 score.  A Stanford fumble gave Cal the ball on the Stanford 29-yard line. Four successive line bucks by Griffin took him over and the score stood 20 to 6 with but five minutes remaining in the game. Carlson missed his first conversion of the day. But it did not seem to matter at that time.  On the next Stanford drive, Ed Walker to Fred Solomon to the Cal 15-yard line. A loss of seven yards on an end-around. Captain and All-American Jim Lawson makes 4 yards on the same play.  Then it is Walker to Ted Shipkey behind the goal. Cuddeback scores his seventh point of the game, and it is California 20 to Stanford 13.  With only a few minutes left and it seems that the Cards must take to the air again. But first they send Hey through the line to draw the Cal defense up. George Bogue comes in for Hey and gets one yard up the middle.  Cuddeback passes incomplete.  It was a frenzied and unbelieving stand that then saw Walker go back to throw 20 yards to Cuddeback who ran it over for the marker, 20 to 19.  Two minutes left. Stanford approaches the line for the try for point, the linemen just start to get settled when George Baker, who had met and played equal to Cal's great Horrell, centered the ball back for the kick. The surprised Cuddeback put it squarely between the goal posts and it was 20 to 20.

1972 Stanford at California - Memorial Stadium - Berkeley, California {California 24 Stanford 22}

It had rained solidly all week before the game, and Memorial Stadium was a giant mud hole. It took the players most of the first half to adjust to the playing conditions. Stanford managed a TD, and Cal a field goal by future 49er Ray Wersching, and late in the first half, Stanford was up 7-3. But with 8 seconds left in the half, Stanford's Gordon Riegel intercepted a Ferragamo pass and took it 71 yards for a TD, putting Stanford up 14-3 at the half. Given Stanford's superior defense and the muddy conditions, the game seemed to be just about finished.  But the game turned out to be far from over. 

On its first possession of the second half, Stanford fumbled a hand-off, and Cal recovered at the Cardinals 32. The Bears scored a TD and a two-point conversion to narrow Stanford's lead to 14-11. Cal added a TD in the fourth quarter, set up by a long punt return by Scott Stringer. The Bears led 18-14. But Stanford came right back with a TD drive of its own and took a 21-18 lead with 3:42 left in the game.  All seemed lost for the Bears when, with only 2:28 left, Ferragamo threw his fourth interception of the day. Amazingly, the Bears got the ball back through a strong defensive stand, and careful use of time-outs. The Bears had the ball on their own 38-yard line with 1:13 remaining. With the help of two pass interference calls, Ferragamo drove the Bears down the Stanford 8-yard line, with 3 seconds left.  The Bears now had a choice to make, send out their outstanding kicker, Wersching, to attempt a virtually certain 25-yard field goal for the tie, or take one final shot at the win. With only 3 seconds left, either choice would be the last play of the game. Rookie head Coach Mike White decided to roll the dice and sent Ferragamo back out on the field. Cal's star wide receiver, Steve Sweeney, was sent out to line up at tight end. Sweeney collided with Stanford defender Jim Ferguson when he made his cut, and Ferguson fell. Ferragamo threw to the corner of the end zone. Sweeney stumbled and dived for the ball, holding on even after he fell face down into the mud.  Mike White's gamble had paid off, and the underdog 2-8 Bears won the Big Game.

1982 Stanford at California – Memorial Stadium – Berkeley, California {California 25 Stanford 20}

The Play was a last-second kickoff return during the Stanford Cardinal and California Golden Bears Rivalry game on Saturday, November 20, 1982. Given the circumstances and rivalry, the wild game that preceded it, the very unusual way in which The Play unfolded, and its lingering aftermath on players and fans, it is recognized as one of the most memorable plays in college football history and among the most memorable in American sports.  Stanford took a 20–19 lead on a field goal with four seconds left. The Golden Bears used five lateral passes on the ensuing kickoff return to score the winning touchdown and earn a disputed 25–20 victory. Members of the Stanford Band came onto the field midway through the return, believing that the game was over, which added to the confusion and folklore. There remains disagreement over the legality of two of the backward pass attempts, adding to the passion surrounding the traditional rivalry of the annual "Big Game."  This was the two teams' 85th Big Game, and was played on Cal's home field, California Memorial Stadium.  Although Cal was guaranteed a winning record (with bowl eligibility) for the season, no bowl game was looking to invite them. The implications of this game were far more important to Stanford, led by quarterback John Elway, playing in his last regular season game before heading off to become a future National Football League star enshrined in both the Pro Football Hall of Fame and College Football Hall of Fame. The Cardinal football squad was in the midst of an exciting season—they were 5–5 but had victories over highly ranked Ohio State and Washington—and needed a win to be eligible to play in a bowl game. In fact, representatives of the Hall of Fame Classic committee were in attendance, apparently to extend an invitation to Stanford, if the Cardinal won.  Also at stake was possession of the Stanford Axe, an axe-head trophy that is awarded to the winner of this annual matchup. Its origins date back to 1899, but in 1933, after years of increasingly more elaborate thefts of the Axe by students from one or the other school, the two schools agreed that the winner of the Big Game would take possession of the Axe. The plaque upon which the Axe is mounted carries the scores of previous Big Games.

The situation - With Cal leading 19–17 late in the fourth quarter, quarterback John Elway and the Cardinal overcame a 4th-and-17 on their own 13-yard line with a 29-yard completion, then managed to get the ball within field goal range for placekicker Mark Harmon. Elway called a timeout with 8 seconds left on the clock. Had Elway let the clock run down to four seconds before calling time, the ensuing kickoff would not have taken place since the clock would have run out on the field goal. But Elway was under instruction from Coach Paul Wiggin to call timeout at the 8 second mark to allow time for a second field goal try in case Stanford drew a penalty on the first attempt. Harmon's 35-yard kick was good, putting Stanford ahead 20–19. However, the team's celebrations drew a 15-yard unsportsmanlike conduct penalty, enforced on the ensuing kickoff. This was crucial, as Stanford was now kicking off from their 25 instead of the 40. At that point, Cal announcer Joe Starkey praised Stanford and Elway for their efforts, and added, "Only a miracle can save the Bears now!"  With 4 seconds left, Stanford special teams coach Fred von Appen called for a squib kick on the kickoff. Due to confusion, Cal took the field with only 10 men, one short of the regulation eleven, but still legal in American football.  What happened next became one of the most debated and dissected plays in college football history.


	Harmon squibbed the kickand Cal's Kevin Moen received the ball inside the Cal 45 near the left hash mark. After some ineffective scrambling, Moen lateraled the ball leftward to Richard Rodgers.

	Rodgers was very quickly surrounded, gaining only one yard before looking behind him for Dwight Garner, who caught the ball around the Cal 45.

	Garner ran straight ahead for five yards but was swallowed up by five Stanford players. While Garner was being tackled, however, he managed to pitch the ball back to Rodgers. It was at this moment, believing that Garner had been tackled and the game was over, that several Stanford players on the sideline and the entire Stanford band (which had been waiting behind the south end zone) ran onto the field in celebration.

	Rodgers dodged another Stanford player and took the ball to his right, toward the middle of the field, where at least four other Cal players were ready for the next pitch. Around the Stanford 45, Rodgers pitched the ball to Mariet Ford, who caught it in stride. Meanwhile, the Stanford band, all 144 members, had run out past the south end zone—the one the Cal players were trying to get to—and had advanced as far as twenty yards downfield. The scrum of players was moving towards them.

	Ford avoided a Stanford player and sprinted upfield while moving to the right of the right hash mark, and into the band, which was scattered all over the south end of the field. Around the Stanford 27, three Stanford players smothered Ford, but while falling forward he threw a blind lateral over his right shoulder.

	Moen caught it at about the 25and charged toward the end zone. One Stanford player missed him, and another could not catch him from behind. Moen ran through the scattering Stanford Band members for the touchdown, which he famously completed by running into unaware trombone player Gary Tyrrell.



The Cal players celebrated wildly—but the officials had not signaled the touchdown. Stanford coach Paul Wiggin and his players argued to the officials that Dwight Garner's knee had been down, rendering what had happened during the rest of the play moot. Meanwhile, the officials huddled. The chaos at the end of The Play made the officials' task very challenging. In particular, the questionable fifth lateral took place in the midst of the Stanford band, greatly reducing visibility. Referee Charles Moffett recalled the moment:

I called all the officials together and there were some pale faces. The penalty flags were against Stanford for coming onto the field. I say, 'did anybody blow a whistle?' They say 'no'. I say, 'were all the laterals legal'? 'Yes'. Then the line judge, Gordon Riese, says to me, 'Charlie, the guy scored on that.' And I said, 'What?' I had no idea the guy had scored. Actually, when I heard that I was kind of relieved. I thought we really would have had a problem if they hadn't scored, because, by the rules, we could have awarded a touchdown [to Cal] for [Stanford] players coming onto the field. I didn't want to have to make that call.  I wasn't nervous at all when I stepped out to make the call; maybe I was too dumb. Gee, it seems like it was yesterday. Anyway, when I stepped out of the crowd, there was dead silence in the place. Then when I raised my arms, I thought I had started World War III. It was like an atomic bomb had gone off”

After determining that Cal had scored and no one had ruled any of the laterals illegal, Moffett signaled the touchdown, rendering the illegal participation penalty on Stanford irrelevant and ending the game. The final score was Cal 25, Stanford 20. The California Golden Bears win the Stanford Axe.
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Controversy - The officials' ruling of a Cal touchdown was highly controversial at the time, and The Play has remained a source of often intense disagreement throughout the intervening decades, particularly between ardent Stanford and Cal fans. The controversy centers on the legality of two of the five laterals as well as on the chaos that ensued when the Stanford team and band entered the playing field while the ball was still live.  Many Stanford players and coaches objected immediately to the third lateral, from Dwight Garner to Richard Rodgers, asserting that Garner's knee was down moments beforehand. Kevin Lamar, a Stanford player who was in on the tackle, maintains that Garner's knee had hit the turf while he was still in possession of the ball; Garner and Rodgers themselves, however, assert the opposite.  TV replays were inconclusive; due to the distance from the camera and the swarm of tacklers, one cannot see the exact moment Garner's knee may have touched.  Afterward, upon viewing the game footage, some suggested that the fifth lateral, from Mariet Ford to Kevin Moen, could have been an illegal forward pass. Ford was being tackled at about the 26-yard-line when he released his blind, over-the-shoulder heave, which Moen appeared to catch while crossing the 25. Because both players were in full stride, and because the lateral traveled some distance, some thought the ball had in fact gone forward. Under the rules of football, the direction of a pass is judged relative to the field. Complicating this was the fact that Ford was falling forward upon releasing the ball, while Moen reached backwards to catch it, thus making it quite possible that the ball itself traveled sideways or backward. However, to be a forward pass, the ball must actually travel forward; a ball that travels laterally only is a backward pass and, in this situation, legal.  Finally, while the replays of the tackle of Garner and the fifth lateral are inconclusive, Stanford was clearly guilty of illegal participation, both from too many players on the field and the band. At least two game officials immediately threw penalty flags on Stanford for having too many men on the field. A football game cannot end on a defensive penalty (unless it is declined), so had any of the Cal ball-carriers been tackled short of the end zone from this point on, Cal would have been granted at least one unclocked play from scrimmage, and perhaps a touchdown outright for outside interference. The game referee, Charles Moffett, noted this as a likely outcome in a subsequent interview (see above). Rule 9-1, Article 4 of official NCAA football rules, "Illegal Interference", allows the referee to award a score if "equitable" after an act of interference.  Officials in the 1954 Cotton Bowl Classic awarded a touchdown to Rice after an Alabama player jumped onto the field from the sideline to tackle a Rice ball carrier.  The NCAA's instant replay rules were not adopted until 2005, more than two decades later, so the officials could not consult recorded television footage to resolve these issues. It is unclear whether instant replay would have had any impact, as a field ruling cannot be overturned unless there is "indisputable video evidence" to the contrary.

Analysis of the controversy - Many attempts have been made to analyze the disputed areas of The Play and resolve its controversies. This has proven to be a difficult task for several reasons. Only one television replay is available, and it is from a distant and elevated midfield camera. The rules of college football do not precisely cover The Play's bizarre final seconds. Finally, the intense passion from both Cal and Stanford fans often makes objective analysis of The Play a great challenge.  Among the notable attempts at deconstructing The Play are:


	The national magazine Sports Illustrated, as part of a 12-page article that appeared the following fall ("The Anatomy of a Miracle," September 5, 1983), found no mistakes in officiating. Cal's only error was having four men in the restraining area before kickoff, an issue that did not result in a penalty. In the article, Garner said that his knee was parallel to the ground when he tossed the third lateral. Of the fifth lateral, SI determined that it was "clearly thrown backwards" and would have hit the 27 had Moen not caught it.

	ABC, as part of the show prepared for the award of "Pontiac's Ultimate High-Performance Play of the NCAA", analyzed the video of the fifth lateral from Ford to Moen and concluded that the ball traveled laterally along the 25-yard line, thus making it a legal action.

	In 2007, as part of the buildup to The Play's 25th anniversary, the Bay Area News Group asked Verle Sorgen, the Pac-10 Conference's supervisor of instant replay, to review the two disputed laterals according to modern NCAA instant replay review rules. (Sorgen was not asked to rule on the larger issue of the Stanford band's outside interference.) After watching enhanced footage on a modern, large-screen monitor, Sorgen opined that there was insufficient video evidence to overturn the third lateral, from Garner to Rodgers. However, Sorgen believed that the fifth lateral from Ford to Moen "was released at the 22 and touched at the 20-1/2. From that, it clearly appears forward." Asked for his "ultimate call", Sorgen replied, "I would be tempted to reverse it...then go out and get the motor running in my car.”



Aftermath - Four days after the game, students at The Stanford Daily published a bogus version of Cal's student newspaper, The Daily Californian, with the lead story claiming that the NCAA had declared Cal's last play to be dead in a ruling three days after the game. According to that bogus paper, the official score would be recorded in the NCAA record books as Stanford 20, California 19. The Stanford students then distributed 7,000 copies of the phony "extra" on the Cal campus. A few days later, blue and gold t-shirts depicting the play with Xs and Os (much like a coach's diagram) complete with squiggly lines for the laterals, appeared in the Cal bookstore and throughout the Bay Area.  The season after The Play, Stanford went 1–10 and Paul Wiggin was fired. Wiggin later said The Play "had a big effect on our program, especially on recruiting." Athletics director Andy Geiger said the loss devastated the program. Others blamed the loss on the Stanford Band. Of the band's role, Geiger said, "Although the Band did not cause the Play, it was typical that they would have been in the wrong place at the wrong time." The incumbent Stanford band manager now annually passes his or her position to the new manager with 4 seconds left in the Stanford–Cal game.  Whenever Stanford holds the Stanford Axe, the plaque is altered in protest so that the outcome reads as a 20–19 Stanford victory.  When the Axe is returned to Cal's possession, the plaque is changed back to the official score: California 25, Stanford 20.

1986 Stanford at California - Memorial Stadium - Berkeley, California (California 17 Stanford 11}

{The Biggest Upset of them All} On Stanford's first possession, all seemed to be going as expected.  Paye led the Cardinal to a first and goal on Cal's 7-yard line. But the Cal defense held, and then Stanford missed a field goal try. The Bears started to believe they had a chance. And so did their fans. "Those Cal crazies got excited," said Paye.  The Bears managed a field goal early in the second quarter to take a 3-0 lead, and the team and the fans got even more excited. Then Brown took the Bears on a 93-yard drive. Brown hit Mike Ford with a 61-yard pass, but on that play Brown himself received a helmet-to-helmet hit and suffered a concussion. But he stayed in the game, completing the drive with a 5-yard TD pass to Wendell Peoples, putting Cal up 10-0. Today, Brown's concussion would have resulted in his removal from the game, but in 1986 he was left in to play. "It was frightening," says Brown, who still doesn't remember throwing that TD pass.

Stanford managed a field goal right before the half to cut the Cal lead to 10-3. The third quarter and the early fourth quarter were scoreless, and it was still a 10-3 game with 7:36 to go. On 2nd and 7 from the Stanford 47, Kapp called an option end-around. Kevin Brown says, "I was smiling to myself, because it probably wouldn't work. But if it does work, this game is over." Brown pitched the ball to Mike Ford. Ford got a block behind the line from James Devers. Kam King threw another key block at the Cal 40, as did Todd Powers at the 30. Ford then waltzed into the end zone to give Cal a 17-3 lead.  By now, the crowd noise was deafening. And it was the defense that really got them going, with seven sacks of John Paye. But Paye was a gamer, and, despite an injured shoulder, on Stanford's next possession he completed a 69-yard TD pass to Jeff Jones, 55 yards of it in the air. Stanford made the 2-point conversion, and suddenly Cal's lead was down to 6 points: 17-11.  Stanford got the ball back one more time, and Paye took the Cardinal down to the Cal 37. But the Cal defense came through one last time, sacking Paye twice to end the game. The 21-point underdog Bears, with a back-up quarterback and a fired head coach, had pulled off the biggest upset in Big Game history.

1990 Stanford at California - Memorial Stadium - Berkeley, California {Stanford 27 California 25}

This game had echoes of the 1982 game due to late seesaw scoring, the critical role of fans on the field, and the winning points being scored as time expired. It has been called "The Payback" or "The Revenge of the Play" by Stanford fans.  After trailing since the first quarter, left-footed Stanford kicker John Hopkins kicked his fourth field goal of the game with 9:56 left to give Stanford its first lead at 18–17. Cal responded with a touchdown and added a two-point conversion to lead 25-18 with 6:03 left. Stanford stopped Cal on a third and 6 on the Stanford 46 with 2:06 left to play. After Cal's punt, Stanford took its final possession on its own 13 with 1:54 left. Escaping two near interceptions and converting a 4th and 6, Stanford moved the ball to the Cal 19 with 0:17 left. Quarterback Jason Palumbis threw a touchdown pass to Ed McCaffrey in the end zone to make it 25–24. With no overtime, and even though a tie would keep the Axe at Stanford for another year, Cardinal Coach Dennis Green quickly went for a two-point conversion. The attempt failed and Cal fans and players engulfed the field, causing a lengthy delay and resulting in a 15-yard delay of game penalty. With 12 seconds left and now kicking from the 50 yard line, Hopkins bounced the ensuing onside kick off a Cal player and, after being touched by seven players, the ball was recovered by Stanford's Dan Byers on the Cal 37. With 9 seconds left and no time outs, a pass attempt to McCaffrey to set up a field goal fell short, but Palumbis was roughed on the play moving the ball to the 22 yard line. With 5 seconds left, Hopkins connected on a 39-yard field goal into the wind, giving Stanford a 27–25 victory as time expired.

This time Stanford students and players engulfed the field. The late passing and kicking excitement overshadowed two excellent running performances by Cal's Russell White (177 yards and 2 TD's) and Stanford's Glyn Milburn (196 yards and 1 TD). Milburn also led Stanford receiving with 9 receptions for 66 yards and had 117 return yards. His 379 all-purpose yards set a Pac-10 record at the time and remained Stanford's record until it was eclipsed by Christian McCaffrey's 389 all-purpose yards in the 2015 edition of the Big Game.
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The Little Brown Jug is played between the Michigan Wolverines and Minnesota Golden Gophers. The Little Brown Jug is an earthenware jug that serves as a trophy awarded to the winner of the game. It is one of the oldest and most played rivalries in American college football, dating to 1892. The Little Brown Jug is the most regularly exchanged rivalry trophy in college football, the oldest trophy game in FBS college football, and the second oldest rivalry trophy overall, next to the 1899 Territorial Cup (which did not become a travelling/exchange trophy until 2001), contested between Arizona and Arizona State (which did not become a four-year college until 1925).  Both universities are founding members of the Big Ten Conference. As a result of the Big Ten not playing a complete round-robin schedule, Michigan and Minnesota occasionally did not play. In 2011, with the conference's initiation of divisional play, Michigan and Minnesota were both placed in the Big Ten's Legends division under the new two-division alignment. However, when the conference expanded again three years later, the teams were split into opposite divisions (Michigan in the East, Minnesota in the West). The conference stated there will be only one protected crossover matchup under the new alignment, Indiana vs. Purdue for the Old Oaken Bucket, meaning the rivalry will not be contested every year.  Michigan is the current holder of the jug with a 49–24 victory on October 24, 2020. Through the end of the 2023 season, Michigan leads the series, 77–25–3.

1903 game - The earthenware jug, originally used by Michigan coach Fielding H. Yost, is painted with the victories of each team. The name most likely originates in the 1869 song of the same name by Joseph Winner.  After Yost took over coaching the Wolverines in 1901, the team went on to win 28 straight games. In the meantime, Minnesota assembled one of the best teams in school history, so Gopher fans were excited about possibly ending the Wolverines' streak.  When Yost and the team came into Minneapolis for the 1903 game, student manager Thomas B. Roberts was told to purchase something to carry water. Yost was somewhat concerned that Gopher fans might contaminate his water supply. Roberts purchased a five-gallon jug for 30¢ from a local variety store.  Twenty thousand fans watched the matchup between the two teams in an overflowing Northrop Field. Minnesota held the fabled "point-a-minute" squad to just one touchdown but hadn't yet managed to score a touchdown of their own. Finally, late in the second half, the Gophers reached the end zone to tie the game at 6. As clouds from an impending storm hung overhead, pandemonium struck when Minnesota fans stormed the field in celebration. Eventually the game had to be called with two minutes remaining. The Wolverines walked off the field, leaving the jug behind in the locker room of the University of Minnesota Armory.  The next day custodian Oscar Munson brought the jug to L. J. Cooke, head of the Minnesota athletics department, and declared in a thick Scandinavian accent: "Yost left his yug." Exactly how Munson came to possess the jug is a bit of a mystery. Some accounts say that Munson purposely stole the jug in the chaos that ended the game, although most believe it was accidentally left behind. Thomas Roberts, writing in 1956, stated that the jug had served its purpose, so he intentionally left it sitting on the field.  Still, Cooke and Munson were excited to have this little bit of memorabilia, proceeding to paint it brown (it had originally been putty-colored and currently is painted half blue, which is Michigan's color) and commemorate the day by writing "Michigan Jug –; Captured by Oscar, October 31, 1903" on the side along with the score "Michigan 6, Minnesota 6". Of course, in the spirit of the moment, Minnesota's score was written many times larger than that of Michigan.  When the two schools met in football again in 1909, Cooke and the Minnesota team captain decided that playing for the jug "might be material to build up a fine tradition between the two institutions." When presented with this idea, Yost and Michigan's captain agreed, and the jug thus became the traveling trophy it is today.   Michigan took home the jug in 1909 and 1910. Minnesota and Michigan met up again in 1919 after Michigan rejoined the Big Ten Conference, marking the first year that Minnesota won the jug outright.

Top Games in Michigan-Minnesota Rivalry (The Little Brown Jug)

1940 Michigan at Minnesota – Memorial Stadium – Minneapolis, Minnesota {Minnesota 7 Michigan 6}

{Battle of the Giants} On November 9th, 1940, the #3 ranked Michigan Wolverines played the #2 ranked Minnesota Golden Gophers, in front of over 63,894 fans at “The Brickhouse”, Memorial Stadium in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  This was the largest crowd to see a Golden Gopher game to date.  Both teams came into the game undefeated.  Michigan had the dream backfield of Tom Harmon, Forest Evashevski, “Bullet Bob” Westfall and David Nelson.  This game was played in rain and mud, hampering both offenses. Michigan slightly outgained Minnesota 210 yards to 199, and they attained 15 first downs to 5 for Minnesota, but Minnesota won on one big play and, for the second week in a row, on one extra point.

In the first quarter, Michigan drove to the Minnesota one-yard line, but Tom Harmon slipped on fourth down, and the ball went to Minnesota on downs. In the second quarter, Michigan took a 6-0 lead on a touchdown pass from Harmon to Forest Evashevski. Harmon missed "by inches" the kick for extra point. Later in the second quarter, Michigan's Ed Frutig blocked a Minnesota punt that was recovered by Michigan's Reuben Kelto at the Minnesota three-yard line. However, Harmon's pass into the end zone was intercepted, and Minnesota took over at the 20-yard line. On the next play from scrimmage, Minnesota scored on an 80-yard run by Bruce Smith. Joe Mernik kicked the extra point which was the difference in the game, Minnesota winning by a 7-6 score. In the 2nd quarter, Michigan blocked a punt and recovered the ball at the Minnesota 3, but this time, after a couple of runs were stuffed, Harmon was intercepted in the end zone. The next play is often considered by Minnesota fans to be the greatest play in Minnesota football history.  Minnesota's Bruce Smith launched an 80 yard touchdown run that, with a made extra point, would give Minnesota the game 7-6.

[image: image]Late in the 3rd quarter, Michigan put together a strong threat. Two runs carried for 21 yards, Harmon hit a 22 yard pass to the Minnesota 36, and then Michigan ran the ball down Minnesota's throat to first and goal at the 4. However, Michigan fumbled the wet ball twice, thereafter, losing it to Minnesota the 2nd time, and that was that.  Michigan outgained Minnesota with 210 yards from scrimmage to 199 for Minnesota and led with 15 first downs to five for the Gophers.

Michigan was led by halfback Tom Harmon, who won the Heisman Trophy this season. Minnesota held him to just 58 yards on 29 carries, but he had a good day passing. In the opening quarter, Harmon hit a couple of passes in a drive that went to the Minnesota 1 yard line, but Michigan was stopped there. After an exchange of punts, Minnesota fumbled the ball away at their own 4, giving Michigan another shot at it. A couple more runs went nowhere, so Harmon went to the air again and bagged Michigan's first touchdown. However, Harmon's extra point try was wide, leaving the score 6-0, and that would be the difference in this game.

1977 Michigan at Minnesota – Memorial Stadium – Minneapolis, Minnesota {Minnesota 16 Michigan 0}

[image: image]On October 22nd, 1977, the #1 ranked Michigan Wolverines traveled to Minneapolis, Minnesota to take on the Minnesota Golden Gophers at Memorial Stadium (The Brickhouse).  It had been 10 years since “The Little Brown Jug” had resided in Minnesota.  In a dominating defensive effort, the Golden Gophers beat Michigan 16-0.

The band played the theme from "Rocky" and there was chorus after chorus of the "Minnesota Rouser" coming out of the Minnesota football locker room. What was all this about? The underdog, upstart University of Minnesota football team pulled off what will probably be the biggest upset of the year by shutting out the University of Michigan 16-0 Saturday at Memorial Stadium. Sophomore place-kicker Paul Rogind booted three field goals and a swarming Minnesota defense stymied Michigan as the Gophers shut out and shut down the No. 1 ranked Wolverines all afternoon. Sophomore quarterback Mark Carlson started his first game for Minnesota, completing six of 10 passes for 60 yards. Rogind added a 31-yard field goal with years in the first half, and Marion Barber scored on a three-yard run to give Minnesota a 13-0 halftime lead. Rogind added a 31-yard field goal with just over four minutes remaining in the game to complete the scoring. Michigan fumbled four times, losing possession three times, while the unranked Gophers played mistake-free football and harassed Wolverine quarterback Rick Leach all afternoon, intercepting two passes in the final quarter. Keith Edwards and Ken Foxworth sparked the spirited Minnesota defensive unit. Foxworth hit Michigan running back Harlan Huckleby and forced a fumble in the first quarter and intercepted a Leach pass in the fourth period with 10:07 remaining in the game. Edwards recovered a fumble by Leach in the first quarter that led to a Gopher touchdown, which gave Minnesota a 10-0 lead, and then iced the contest when he picked off a Leach pass with 2:11 left in the game. "We worked hard all week," states Edwards. Leach did set an all-time Michigan total offense record while gaining 122 yards. It gave him 3,727 career yards to break Don Moorhead's 1968-70 record by 86 yards. Michigan had not been held scoreless in 13 games – the last time the Wolverines were blanked was in 1967, when they lost 34-0 to Michigan State. It was Coach Bo Schembechler's first shutout at Michigan.

Minnesota took a quick 3-0 lead at 4:28 of the first quarter. After holding Michigan on its first series of plays, the Gophers went 34 yards in five plays to the Wolverine 24, where Rogind booted a 41-yard field goal. Key plays in the drive were a 23-yard pass from Carlson to Jeff Anhorn and a 10-yard completion to running back Steve Breault. An errant pitchout by Michigan's Leach on the Wolverines' next play from scrimmage was recovered by Minnesota safety Keith Brown at the Michigan 12 and led to Minnesota's next score. Carlson ran six yards to the four and one play later, on fourth-and-one, freshman Marion Barber went into the end zone standing up from the three. Rogind's conversion at 8:35 made it 10-0. The Gophers moved 54 yards near the end of the first half and took a 13-0 lead on a 37-yard field goal by Rogind. Garry White rushed for 24 yards and Kent Kitzmann gained 21 yards in the 11-play drive. The Gophers continued to move the ball in the third quarter, but a blocked field goal attempt by Rogind prevented Minnesota from scoring. Operating almost exclusively from the shotgun formation, Carlson connected on a key third-down pass for a first down to the Michigan 24 to keep the Gopher drive going. An interception by Michigan's Dwight Hicks, which he returned to the Minnesota eight, was nullified by a defensive interference call and also aided the Gophers' 61-yard drive.

1986 Minnesota at Michigan – Michigan Stadium – Ann Arbor, Michigan {Minnesota 20 Michigan 17}

1986 Minnesota-Michigan game (The Little Brown Jug) was played on November 15th at Michigan Stadium in Ann Arbor, Michigan.  Minnesota came into the game unranked with a 5-4 record.  Michigan was the #2 ranked team in the country and sporting a 9-0 record. Chip Lohmiller kicked a 30-yard field goal as time ran out today as Minnesota stunned Michigan, 20-17, in a Big Ten Conference game.  The heavily favored Wolverines turned the ball over five times, resulting in the Gophers' first 17 points.  The defeat snapped Michigan's unbeaten streak at 15 games. Michigan dropped to 9-1 for the season, 6-1 in the Big Ten as Ohio State, a winner over Wisconsin, took over first place in the conference. Minnesota, which beat Michigan under similar circumstances to spoil the Wolverines' 1977 season, improved to 6-4 and 5-2. The two upsets represent the only times Minnesota has beaten a team coached by Bo Schembechler in the Michigan coach's 19 seasons with the Wolverines.  Rickey Foggie, the Minnesota quarterback, led the Minnesota attack, passing for one touchdown and running for another.  Foggie's 31-yard run to the Michigan 17-yard line from a first-and-10 situation set up Lohmiller's winning field goal.  Lohmiller also kicked a 25-yard field goal. Thomas Wilcher scored on an 8-yard run for Michigan, Gerald White scored on a 1-yard dive and Mike Gillette kicked a 35-yard field goal for the Wolverines.  White's touchdown came with 2 minutes 26 seconds remaining, but Foggie led the Gophers 58 yards in eight plays for the clinching field goal. Michigan, which had outscored its opponents 89-9 in the third quarter this season, was outscored 10-0 in that period by Minnesota to the disbelief of 104,864 partisan fans.  The Wolverines, who lost three of four fumbles and had one pass intercepted, had 341 yards in total offense while Minnesota finished with 321 yards. The Gophers lost one of two fumbles but allowed no interceptions.  Foggie completed eight of 22 pass attempts for 94 yards. He was Minnesota's leading rusher, gaining 78 yards on 12 carries.  A pair of Michigan fumbles led to Minnesota's first touchdown.

2003 Michigan at Minnesota – HHH Metrodome – Minneapolis, Minnesota {Michigan 38 Minnesota 35}

{The Comeback} The 2003 Michigan-Minnesota game was played on Friday night, October 10th at the HHH Metrodome in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  Michigan was 4-2 and ranked #20 in the AP Poll.  The Golden Gophers were 6-0 and ranked #17 in the AP Poll.  For many Golden Gopher fans, once again their team squandered a big lead and “snatched defeat from the jaws of victory”.  What is even more amazing is that Minnesota rushed for over 400 yards and could not put the game away with ease.  Unfortunately, this was not to be the last of historic meltdowns by the Golden Gophers.  (See Ohio State 1989, Texas Tech 2006).

{Associated Press} John Navarre directed the biggest comeback in Michigan history and put the Wolverines back into the thick of the Big Ten race.  Garrett Rivas kicked a 33-yard field goal with 47 seconds left to cap Michigan's 31-point fourth quarter as the #20 Wolverines rallied for a 38-35 victory over #17 Minnesota on Friday night.  The win was the Wolverines' 15th straight over the Golden Gophers in the 100th anniversary of the game that began the series for the Little Brown Jug.  Michigan trailed 28-7 at the start of the fourth quarter, but the Wolverines (5-2, 2-1 Big Ten) pulled within 35-28 on Navarre's 52-yard TD pass to Braylon Edwards with 10:18 left in the game.  Trailing 35-28, Michigan got the ball back at its own 40 with just over eight minutes to play. On second down, Navarre, who came into the game 0-6 on the road against ranked teams, connected with Chris Perry for an 18-yard gain to the Minnesota 13 yard line.  Two plays later, Perry ran it in for a 10-yard score to tie the game.  The comeback eclipsed Michigan's rally from 17 down for an 18-17 victory over Virginia in 1995.

Minnesota (6-1, 2-1), which looked to be on its way to its first win over Michigan since 1986, went three-and-out on its next possession and Michigan got the ball back at their own 42.  Navarre converted on fourth down with a 1-yard plunge to the Gophers' 48. He also found Perry for a 10-yard gain on third down to the Minnesota 22. Navarre took a knee on third down after Tim Massaquoi recovered a fumble by Perry at the 14.  That set up Rivas' kick.  After the kick, Minnesota quarterback Asad Abdul-Khaliq had an 18-yard run to midfield negated by a penalty. Two plays later Markus Curry intercepted Abdul-Khaliq at the Michigan 14 to seal the game.  Michigan's emotional win came a week after a disappointing loss to Iowa that dropped the Wolverines from No. 9 to 20. Perry, who entered the game as the nation's fifth-leading rusher at 129 yards per game, was held to 85 on the ground. But he caught 11 passes for 122 yards and his 10-yard reception in the fourth quarter started the rally.   Just 1:24 after Perry's catch, Jacob Stewart picked off Abdul-Khaliq and ran it back for a 34-yard score to make it 28-21. Navarre finished 33-of-47 for 353 yards with an interception and two touchdown passes. He also ran for a score in the third quarter.  Minnesota's collapse wasted a great effort on the ground and the most points the Gophers have scored against Michigan since 1937.  The Gophers outgained the Wolverines 424-94 on the ground.

Marion Barber III ran for 197 yards on 21 carries and set a school record in the first quarter with his 14th rushing touchdown of the season. Freshman Laurence Maroney ran for 81 yards and two scores, while Abdul-Khaliq finished with 106 yards on nine carries, including a 52-yard TD in the fourth that made it 35-21.  The game was moved to Friday to avoid a potential conflict with a Minnesota Twins' playoff game.  The Gophers haven't beaten Michigan in Minneapolis since 1977.  A win would have legitimized Minnesota's record and Top 25 ranking. The Gophers took criticism for padding their record with soft nonconference opponents.  Michigan avoided losing for the third time in four games.  In the first three quarters, the Wolverines looked nothing like the team that shut out Notre Dame 38-0 last month.  Navarre struggled to find his rhythm in the deafening Metrodome and his receivers missed several passes.  Minnesota cornerback Justin Isom intercepted Navarre in the third quarter and fullback Thomas Tapeh scored on a 2-yard run to put Minnesota up 28-7 with 58 seconds left in the quarter.

​​
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The Illibuck Trophy is the centerpiece of the game between the Illinois Fighting Illini and Ohio State Buckeyes, with the winner of the game receiving the trophy.  The Illibuck is a carved wooden turtle that serves as the trophy awarded to the winner of the game. Two junior honorary societies, Bucket and Dipper of Ohio State and Atius-Sachem of Illinois are responsible for the care of the Illibuck. 

Originally the "trophy" was a live turtle when the tradition began in 1925, picked for its expected long life as a symbol of the anticipated long life of the rivalry. From 1919 to 1933, the Illinois–Ohio State game was the regular-season finale for both teams. Since the original turtle's death on April 14, 1926, ten wooden replica Illibucks have been carved, each with the scores from games on its back.  The Illibuck is the second oldest trophy passed between Big Ten Conference football programs (the Little Brown Jug was created in 1903).  The winning team in the Illinois–Ohio State game receives this wooden turtle, named the Illibuck.  The rivalry once included the smoking of a "peace pipe" between members of the two junior honorary societies, which occurred at halftime of the game. This practice has not been done for many years. However, the trophy is still presented to the winning school of the previous year's contest between quarters.  The series was temporarily interrupted during the 2003 and 2004 seasons when Ohio State and Illinois did not play each other. When the teams met in 2005, Illinois presented the trophy to Ohio State for winning the BCS National Championship in 2002. Ohio State leads the overall series 69–30–4 and the trophy series 65–23–2 through the 2023 season.

Historical Tidbits – Illinois-Ohio State


	Ohio State and Illinois play for the Illibuck Trophy.  In 1925, the Bucket and Dipper honorary society at Ohio State, and the Atius-Sachem honorary society at Illinois, worked together to come up with a way to commemorate the rivalry between the Buckeyes and the Fighting Illini. Beginning with the 1925 season, the team that won the rivalry game was presented with a live turtle, named the Illibuck. A turtle was chosen because of their long lifespan, which was meant to symbolize the long life of the rivalry between the Buckeyes and the Illini. The original Illibuck disproved the long lifespan theory as it died just two years later, and since 1927 the teams have played for a wooden facsimile of a turtle.  

	Ohio State got off to a very slow start in the series, with a 0-0 tie in 1902; a 46-0 loss in 1904; and a 37-0 loss in 1914. The Buckeyes finally managed a field goal in 1915 to force a 3-3 tie with the Fighting Illini. Ohio State's first win came the following season, when the legendary Chic Harley led the Buckeyes to a 7-6 road victory.

	During the 1920's, Illinois owned the rivalry with a record of 7 and 3, outscoring Ohio State 94 to 29 with six shutouts. This period included the Red Grange era (1923 to 1925, all wins for Illinois). Grange was arguably the best player ever to suit up for Illinois. In just 20 games over three seasons, Grange rushed for 3,362 yards (168.1 yards per game) and scored 31 touchdowns.

	Illinois was a true powerhouse program during the early days of college football. From 1910 to 1929, the Fighting Illini compiled a record of 104-34-10 (.737 winning percentage) with eight Big Ten Championships and four national titles (1914, 1919, 1923, 1927).

	Illinois's last real shot at a national championship came during the 1951 season. The Fighting Illini won their first seven games of the year, but in the eighth game the Buckeyes held them to a 0-0 tie, thus spoiling their perfect season and ultimately their hopes for a national championship (but see below). The star of the Buckeye defense was back Fred Bruney, who had a team-record three interceptions (tied with 8 others). After beating Northwestern in the season finale, Illinois would finish its regular season with an 8-0-1 record, an outright Big Ten championship, and a trip to the Rose Bowl.

	In the 1975 contest, Tom Skladany, a three-time All American as a punter, kicked a 59-yard field goal which remains the longest in Ohio State history.

	In 1980, Ohio State beat Illinois 49-42 even though the Illini had a record-setting offensive performance. On the afternoon, Illinois had 36 first downs and 659 yards of total offense, while quarterback David Wilson completed 43 passes for 621 yards passing and 6 TDs. Thirty-five years later, all five marks remain opponent single-game highs against Ohio State.

	Illinois has kicked the two longest punts ever by an Ohio State opponent: 86 yards by Dwight Eddleman in 1948, and 82 yards by Phil Vierneisel in 1974.



Top games in Illinois-Ohio State series

1943 Illinois at Ohio State - Ohio Stadium - Columbus, Ohio {Ohio State 29 Illinois 26}

The 1943 matchup was Ohio State's homecoming game. The Illini scored late in the second quarter to establish a 19-13 lead at the half, but the Buckeyes were undeterred, scoring 13 unanswered points in the second half to make the score 26-19, and the Illini added a touchdown late in the game to tie the score at 26-26.  With just ten seconds remaining in the game, Illinois halfback Eddie McGovern fumbled on the Illinois 23-yard line, giving the Buckeyes just enough time and putting them in prime position to put some points on the board and win the game. Quarterback Bobby McQuade's pass intended for halfback Ernie Parks was incomplete, and the official fired his gun to signal the end of the game. Both teams headed to their respective locker rooms, and the bulk of the 36,000-plus fans in attendance filed to the exits, with everything thinking the game had just concluded in a 26-26 tie.

However, an Illinois player had been offsides on what was assumed to be the final play of the game, and a flag was thrown, but it went unnoticed by most people, including the other referees. Paul Goebel, the official who threw the flag, informed the other referees, and they agreed that they could not allow the game to end on a defensive penalty. A referee met with Buckeyes head coach Paul Brown in the locker room and informed him that the Buckeyes could have one extra down.  About ten minutes after the game had presumably ended, both teams put their equipment and uniforms back on and took the field for one final play. Johnny Stungis, a freshman who wouldn't have been playing if not for the Big Ten making changes to accommodate the absence of so many young men serving in World War II, kicked a field goal, one that narrowly made it over the crossbar, to give the Buckeyes a 29-26 victory.

1980 Illinois at Ohio State - Ohio Stadium - Columbus, Ohio {Ohio State 49 Illinois 42}

Behind the passing of Art Schlichter, the Buckeyes scored early and often on their way to a 28-0 lead. But with just over a minute remaining in the first half, Wilson connected with receiver Greg Dentino for a 24-yard touchdown pass to cut the lead to 28-7 at halftime. But OSU was not about to let up in the second half.  Beginning the 3rd quarter with the ball, the Buckeyes moved quickly down the field and Schlichter hit receiver Doug Donley with a 26-yard TD pass to increase their lead to 35-7. At this point, White decided that running was futile, and he decided to throw on every play. They got the ball back and moved down the field swiftly, scoring on a 38-yard pass from Wilson to tight end Lee Boeke to cut the lead to 35-14.

In those days, it was not expected that teams could come back from so large of a deficit, and so Ohio State attempted to kill the clock with the running game and played a variation of a "prevent" defense to try to keep Illinois from scoring quickly. Neither was very effective on this day. OSU's Murray fumbled on their next possession, and the Illini quickly took advantage with another passing TD to cut the lead to 35-21.  After a forced punt, Illinois once again moved down the field in only 7 plays to score another TD on a 13-yard pass. Now it was 35-28 and OSU fans were getting restless. Illinois forced a punt on the next possession, but Dentino fumbled it away and the Buckeyes were in business. They scored quickly to up the lead to 42-28, but Wilson and the Illini were far from finished. He led them on an 83-yard march that culminated in a 2-yard scoring pass to running back Greg Foster that made the score 42-35.  Ohio State finally got a long, time-consuming 72-yard drive for a touchdown when Spencer scored from the 2 to increase the lead to 49-35, but there was still almost 11 minutes remaining in the game. On their next possession, Wilson connected with receiver Mike Martin on a 62-yard pass, but Martin fumbled on the play and OSU cornerback Ray Ellis recovered to stop the drive. Wilson drove them down deep into OSU territory on the next possession, but Buckeye safety Vince Skillings intercepted him in the end zone to end that threat. The Illini scored one more touchdown with 11 seconds left in the game, but it was too little and too late as Ohio State held on for a 49-42 victory.

1984 Illinois at Ohio State - Ohio Stadium - Columbus, Ohio {Ohio State 45 Illinois 38}

Mike White's Fighting Illini club started hot and jumped out to a 24-0 lead in the second quarter. With 4:13 left before halftime, Byars scored from 16 yards out. Officials ejected Illinois' Craig Swoop after the touchdown for a flagrant foul. With the 15-yard penalty assessed on the kickoff and trailing by 17, Bruce elected to go for the onside and his gamble paid off. Joe Jenkins recovered at the Illini 31.  Two plays after the onside, Tomczak and Carter hooked up for a 30-yard touchdown. In 50 seconds, the Buckeyes went from trailing by 24 to just 10. The scoring before halftime, though, wasn't over.  Trudeau had Illinois near midfield, but Gordon intercepted his first down pass at the Ohio State 34-yard line and returned to the 38. Tomczak threw eight times and Byars rushed twice as the Buckeyes traveled 62 yards in 10 plays and 1:40. Byars scored from four yards out with 23 seconds left. The half ended with Illinois clinging to a 24-21 lead.  Trouble continued for the Illini when their return man fumbled the second half kickoff and Scott Leach recovered for Ohio State at the 26. Tomczak handed to Byars four consecutive times, and the Buckeyes took their first lead of the game, 28-24.  Illinois immediately responded with a field goal, and then a play for the ages happened. Byars ran 67 yards for a touchdown, but he did it without his left shoe for the final 40. Most people remember this great run, but what is forgotten is that the team trailed 24-0 and still had to fight off the Illini. This great run gave Ohio State a 35-27 lead, but Illinois wasn't finished.  Late in the third, Trudeau threw a 9-yard touchdown, and the successful 2-point conversion tied the game 35-35. The teams exchanged field goals to set the table for a dramatic ending.  Tomczak led the Buckeyes on an 80-yard drive that culminated with Byars rushing left for his fifth touchdown of the game. The score came with just 36 remaining, and Gordon broke up Illinois' last-second Hail Mary attempt to give Ohio State a thrilling 45-38 victory.  Byars' 274 rushing yards broke Archie Griffin's single-game school record of 246. His five touchdowns tied Pete Johnson for the most ever in a game.

2007 Illinois at Ohio State - Ohio Stadium - Columbus, Ohio {Illinois 28 Ohio State 21}

For the second consecutive season, undefeated Ohio State flopped spectacularly in a big game. Only this season, the loss came a few weeks earlier for the top-ranked Buckeyes.  In its first defeat since being blown out by Florida in last season’s national title game, Ohio State lost, 28-21, to unranked and enigmatic Illinois (8-3, 5-2 Big Ten) on Saturday. Quarterback Juice Williams threw four touchdown passes to deliver the signature victory of the Ron Zook era and the Illini’s first triumph against a No. 1 team since 1956.  For most of the 105,453 fans at Ohio Stadium, many of whom sat in stunned silence as the clock ran out on Ohio State (10-1, 6-1), it was a hard loss to swallow. It ended the Buckeyes’ 28-game winning streak in the regular season and their 20-game streak in the Big Ten. One could almost hear the shrieks of joy in Oregon, where the Ducks will likely leap to No. 2 in the Bowl Championship Series standings. They and soon-to-be No. 1 Louisiana State would likely play in the national title game if the season were to end this weekend.  The game’s turning point did not come on the field, but in a message from Williams to Zook on the sideline with less than seven minutes left and Illinois clinging to a 7-point lead.  On a fourth-and-1 from their 33-yard line, the Illini lined up to punt. But Ohio State Coach Jim Tressel called a timeout because he was unsure if he had 11 players on the field.  Williams demanded that Zook let Illinois go for the first down. Williams lunged for the first down and then ran out the clock, depriving Ohio State of a chance to tie the score. After that critical first down, Williams iced the game with three third-down runs that he also converted into first downs.  Williams entered the game having thrown nine interceptions and eight touchdown passes. He was so inconsistent that the Illini had been using two quarterbacks.  His first-down spree on the final drive ended the game and sparked a celebration in which Illini players tried to dance on the Ohio State logo at midfield.  Illinois lineman Xavier Fulton said he was punched and scratched.

The Buckeyes had been struggling to get respect, despite entering the weekend as one of three undefeated teams in the Football Bowl Subdivision. Part of that doubt sprung from skepticism about how the junior quarterback Todd Boeckman would perform in a close game.  Boeckman buckled under the pressure while trying to direct the first fourth-quarter comeback of his college career. Facing a relentless pass rush, Boeckman threw three interceptions, including two in the second half. In the third quarter, he scrambled awkwardly and tried to force the ball into the end zone on a third down. The Illini’s Marcus Thomas tipped the ball to Antonio Steele for the interception. Illinois responded with an 80-yard drive that culminated with Williams’s fourth touchdown pass, 31 yards to Marques Wilkins, for a 28-14 lead.  It was Wilkins’s first touchdown catch of the season, and he was one of many unheralded stars for the Illini, who lost two of their best players to concussions. The freshman receiver Arrelious Benn left in the third quarter, and cornerback Vontae Davis left in the first.  The surprising performances on offense were complemented by a stellar one on defense by Illini linebacker J Lehman, an all-American candidate who finished with 12 tackles.  But the upset may be best remembered for Zook’s fourth-down gamble, a play that helped clinch the game and perhaps enabled Zook to shed his reputation as a great recruiter who struggles as a game coach.
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The Old Oaken Bucket is a traveling trophy awarded to the winner of the Indiana Hoosiers and the Purdue Boilermakers game. It was first awarded in 1925.  Indiana and Purdue first met on the gridiron in 1891. The rivalry has been renewed annually every year in peacetime since then, except for 1903. Purdue leads the overall series 77–42–6 through the 2023 season.

History of the Trophy - The concept of a trophy for football games played annually between Purdue University and Indiana University was first proposed during a joint meeting of the Chicago chapters of the Indiana and Purdue alumni organizations in 1925:  "discuss the possibility of undertaking worthy joint enterprises on behalf of the two schools."  During that meeting Indiana alumnus Dr. Clarence Jones and Purdue alumnus Russel Gray were appointed to propose a suitable trophy. At a subsequent meeting in Chicago Jones and Gray recommended some oaken bucket be that trophy and the chapters drafted the resolution that:  "an old oaken bucket as the most typical Hoosier form of trophy, that the bucket should be taken from some well in Indiana, and that a chain to be made of bronze block "I" and "P" letters should be provided for the bucket. The school winning the traditional football game each year should have possession of the "Old Oaken Bucket" until the next game and should attach the block letter representing the winning school to the bail with the score engraved on the latter link."  Purdue alumnus Fritz Ernst and Indiana alumnus Whiley J. Huddle were appointed to find a suitable oak bucket. They found such a bucket at the then Bruner family farm between Kent and Hanover in southern Indiana.  Although the bucket might have been used at an open well on the Bruner family farm that had been settled during the 1840s, the Bruner family lore indicates that the bucket might have been used by General John Hunt Morgan and his "Raiders" during their jaunt through southeastern Indiana during the Civil War.  In accordance with the Chicago alumni organization's resolution, the winner of the bucket gets a "P”, or "I" link added to the chain of the bucket with the score, date and the city where the game was played engraved on the link. In case of a tie, an "I–P" link was added. The inaugural Old Oaken Bucket Game ended in a 0–0 deadlock on November 21, 1925, in Bloomington resulting in the very first and most visible link, an "I–P" link, being added to the handle of the bucket.  When Indiana and Purdue moved to separate divisions for the 2014 season—Indiana to the East and Purdue to the West—the Old Oaken Bucket was the only inter-divisional rivalry protected under the new alignment.  The 1903 contest, scheduled to be played on October 31 at Washington Park in Indianapolis, Indiana, was canceled after one of the trains carrying the Purdue football team struck a coal train near 18th Street on the north side of Indianapolis. In all, 17 Purdue football players, coaches, alumni, and team supporters were killed in the Purdue Wreck.

Top games from the Old Oaken Bucket rivalry

1936 Indiana at Purdue - Ross-Ade Stadium - West Lafayette, Indiana {Purdue 20 Indiana 20}

Coming into this game, Indiana and Purdue had the exact same record: 5-2 overall and 3-1 in conference play. The game attracted 32,000 fans, the largest crowd ever at Ross-Ade Stadium. Indiana’s Vern Huffman returned the opening kickoff 89 yard to the Purdue 10 yard line, but Indiana could not score, and the first quarter ended 0-0.  Both teams failed to score in the second quarter and the half ended with a score of 0-0. In the second half, Purdue scored the first two touchdowns (but missed the one of the extra points) to lead 13-0 in the third quarter. Indiana quarterback Vern Huffman’s touchdown passed closed the gap to 13-7 at the end of the third quarter. In the fourth quarter the Hoosiers’ struck first with a touchdown pass from Huffman to R. L. Kenderline, but the Indiana kicker missed the extra point. After a Purdue fumble, Indiana scored again and after a successful extra point led 20-13. However, near the end of the game Purdue responded by driving down the field and scoring with less than a minute left on a pass from quarterback Cecil Isbell to Jim Zachary. Isbell successfully kicked the extra point, and the game ended in a 20-20 tie. Purdue gained 501 yards that day, and Indiana 455. The teams finished in a tie for third place in the Big Ten Conference behind Minnesota and Ohio State.

1962 Indiana at Purdue - Ross-Ade Stadium - West Lafayette, Indiana {Indiana 12 Purdue 7}

The 1962 game was played at Ross-Ade Stadium before 50,462, which was the largest crowd in the history of the series. Purdue came into the game 4-3-1; Indiana entered 2-6 and winless in the Big Ten. Not surprisingly, the Boilermakers were favored by two touchdowns in the game. Purdue scored first, but Indiana countered with two field goals. At the end of the first quarter Purdue led 7-6. Near the of the second quarter, Indiana’s All-Big Ten half-back Marv Woodson intercepted a Purdue pass at the Indiana seven yard line and returned it 93 yards for a touchdown. At the half Indiana led 12-7. In the third quarter each team had scoring chances, but turnovers and a missed field goal by Indiana kept the score at 12-7. Purdue’s best chance to score in the second half came with only two minutes left in the game. The Boilers drove from their own 45 yard line to the Hoosier’s seven yard line but could not score. The game ended with a final score of Indiana 12, Purdue 7. For the first time in 15 years, Indiana had beaten Purdue.

1967 Purdue at Indiana - Seventeenth Street Stadium - Bloomington, Indiana {Indiana 19 Purdue 14}

Purdue entered the 1967 with high expectations. They had just won the Rose Bowl and returned starting quarterback Bob Griese and All-American halfback Leroy Keyes. Indiana on the other hand had plenty of question marks, including who would start at quarterback (eventually Harry Gonso was selected). Purdue entered the 1967 Bucket game with only one loss (to Oregon State in an upset) and with no losses in the Conference. With a win over Indiana, Purdue would win the Big Ten title. Indiana also entered the game with only one loss (to Minnesota), but many of the wins were so close that the media began calling the Indiana team the "Cardiac Kids." A win by Indiana in the Bucket game meant a tie for the Big Ten title and a trip to the Rose Bowl. Purdue entered the game in Bloomington as a two touchdown favorite.

The Hoosiers scored first on a touchdown pass from Harry Gonso to Jade Butcher. However, the Boilers responded immediately with a touchdown, and at the end of the first quarter the game was tied 7-7. In the second quarter a Purdue fumble resulted in another Indiana touchdown, but the Hoosiers missed the extra point. Just before halftime, Indiana scored again, but failed on a two-point play. At the half, the score was Indiana 19, Purdue 7. Although Purdue dominated the second half, the Boilers could only manage one additional score, a touchdown and extra point at the midway point in the third quarter. In the last two minutes of the game Purdue mounted one last drive, but it stalled on IU’s 22 yard line. Final score Indiana 19, Purdue 14. Indiana went on to play USC in the Rose Bowl. The game was a defensive battle, in which the Hoosier’s defense held the Trojans to their lowest point total of the season, and their star running back, O.J. Simpson, to his third –lowest total yardage for the year. However, in the end USC prevailed in the game by a score of 14-3.

2007 Purdue at Indiana - Memorial Stadium - Bloomington, Indiana {Indiana 27 Purdue 24}

Both teams entered the game with the same 7-5 overall record and 3-5 in the Big Ten. In the first half, Indiana scored the only the only touchdowns of the half on a 9 yard run by quarterback Kellen Lewis, and an 8 yard pass from Lewis to James Hardy. Meanwhile, the Indiana defense held the Purdue offense to only one field goal in the first half. At the half Indiana led by a score of 17-3. In the third quarter Indiana scored first and extended the lead to 24-3. However, Purdue rallied with two 1-yard TD runs from Kory Sheets, and finally tied the score at 24 on a 5-yard pass quarterback Curtis Painter to Jake Standeford with 3:39 to go. Indiana responded with a drive into Purdue territory. When the drive stalled in the waning seconds of the game, Indiana place kicker Austin Starr lined up for a 49 yard field goal. With only 30 seconds remaining in the game, Starr’s kick sailed through the crossbar. Final score: Indiana 27, Purdue 24. The win catapulted Indiana into their first bowl game in 14 years. The Hoosiers met Oklahoma State in the Insight Bowl, where the Hoosiers were defeated 49-33.

​​
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The Battle for the Golden Egg, also known as the Egg Bowl, is a rivalry game played annually between Southeastern Conference members Mississippi State University and the University of Mississippi. The rivalry is the tenth longest uninterrupted series in the United States. The two teams first played each other in 1901. Since 1927 the winning squad has been awarded possession of the "Golden Egg Trophy". In cases where the game ended in a tie the previous winner retained possession of the trophy. Ole Miss leads the series, 65–49–6, through the 2023 seaosn.  The game is a typical example of the intrastate rivalries between several public universities. These games are usually between one bearing the state's name alone, and the land-grant university, often styled as "State University." Like most such rivalries, it is contested at the end of the regular season, in this case during the Thanksgiving weekend and has been played on Thanksgiving 21 times, including from 1998–2003 and in 2013.

Series history - The first game in the series was played on October 28, 1901 at Mississippi State. Mississippi State, then known as the Mississippi A&M College and nicknamed the Aggies, defeated Ole Miss, nicknamed the Red and Blue at that time, by a final score of 17–0. The two squads met on the gridiron every year from 1901 until 1911 and then, after a 3-year hiatus, resumed the series in 1915; since that 1915 meeting the two teams have met on the field every season except for the 1943 season when neither school fielded teams due to World War II.  From 1973 through 1990 the game was played at Mississippi Veterans Memorial Stadium in Jackson, which seats approximately 62,000. Besides being centrally located in the state, at the time it was the only venue in the state capable of seating the anticipated crowd; for many years Vaught–Hemingway Stadium in Oxford, seated only about 32,000 and Scott Field in Starkville, seated only about 31,000. Both have been considerably expanded and are now capable of accommodating the crowds which can realistically be expected, and both on-campus venues have been continually upgraded to the point where they are superior in amenities to Mississippi Veterans Memorial Stadium.  At one point the level of rivalry was such that a victory by one of the schools in this game could salvage what had otherwise been a poor season. This was however proven not to always be the case when in 2004 Ole Miss won the game but fired its coach, David Cutcliffe, the next year, following a disappointing season.  The series was relatively close for most of the first half of the 20th century. However, Ole Miss now leads the series by a significant margin, due in part to its dominance of the rivalry under Johnny Vaught. Vaught went 19–2–4 against the Maroons/Bulldogs during his two separate tenures at Ole Miss. Ole Miss leads the series 62-48-6 through the 2019 season.

The birth of the Golden Egg - The Aggies (Bulldogs) dominated the early days of the series including a 13-game A&M winning streak from 1911–25 during which time the Aggies outscored the Red and Blue by a combined 327–33.  By 1925 Ole Miss had won only five times out of twenty-three total contests. In 1926 when the Red and Blue ended their 13-game losing streak by defeating A&M 7–6 in Starkville, the Ole Miss fans rushed the field while trying to tear the goalposts down. A&M fans did not take well to the Ole Miss fans destroying their property and fights broke out. Some A&M fans defended the goal posts with wooden chairs, and several injuries were reported. According to one account:  "Irate Aggie supporters took after the ambitious Ole Miss group with cane bottom chairs, and fights broke out. The mayhem continued until most of the chairs were splintered.”  To prevent such events in the future, students of the two schools created the "Golden Egg", a large trophy which has been awarded to the winning team each year since 1927. The trophy is a large football-shaped brass piece mounted to a wooden base and traditionally symbolizes supremacy in college football in the state of Mississippi for the year. The footballs used in American football in the 1920s were considerably more ovoid and blunter than those in use today and like the balls still used in rugby; the trophy thus, to modern eyes, more resembles an egg than a football. The awarding of the "Golden Egg" was instituted in 1927 by joint agreement between the two schools' student bodies. In the event of a tie (before overtime was instituted in Division-I college football in 1996) the school that won the game the previous year kept the trophy for the first half of the new year and then the trophy was sent to the other school for the second half of the new year.  The game was given the nickname "Egg Bowl" by Clarion-Ledger sportswriter Tom Patterson in 1979.

Top Egg Bowl Trophy games

1983 Ole Miss vs Mississippi State - Mississippi Veterans Memorial Stadium - Jackson, Mississippi {Ole Miss 24 Mississippi State 23}

{Immaculate Deflection} The 1983 Ole Miss-MSU game required a Rebels’ rally just for Ole Miss to have a chance. Ole Miss trailed 23-7 to start the fourth quarter and took advantage of three MSU turnovers in the final period.  In what has become known to Ole Miss and Mississippi State fans as "The Immaculate Deflection," the 1983 Egg Bowl played in Jackson is notable because the wind helped preserve Ole Miss' 24–23 victory. Down by a point with 24 seconds left in the game, Mississippi State kicked what would have been a 27-yard game winning field goal. Mississippi State freshman kicker Artie Cosby kicked it straight and long and what appeared to be over the crossbar, but as the ball reached the goal posts, a 40 mph gusting wind suspended the ball inches from the uprights, after which it fell short of the goal post, securing the victory for the Rebels.

1992 Mississippi State at Ole Miss - Vaught-Hemingway Stadium - Oxford, Mississippi {Ole Miss 17 Mississippi State 10}

{The Stand} In a defensive struggle that saw a combined 12 turnovers between the two, a goal line stand of epic proportions by the "Red Death" defense ultimately gave Ole Miss the win. Mississippi State had 11 plays in 2 different possessions inside the Rebel 10 within the last 4 minutes of the contest but failed to score. The first possession ended on a third down pass that was intercepted in the end zone by Michael Lowery who would bring the ball out to the 2 yard line. A couple of plays later saw rebel running back Cory Philpot fumble the ball back to the Dogs, the Rebels' 7th turnover on the day. On the ensuing possession, State had fourth and goal and the pass was incomplete. However, pass interference on Orlanda Truitt kept the drive alive, moving the ball to the 2. However, the next four plays resulted in negative yardage, with the final pass falling incomplete with only 20 seconds remaining. The Rebels won 17–10.

1999 Ole Miss at Mississippi State - Scott Field - Starkville, Mississippi {Mississippi State 24 Ole Miss 23}

{Pick and Kick} This game is best known for its dramatic ending. Down 20–6, Mississippi State rallied late in the 4th quarter to tie the game. With 20 seconds left, instead of kneeling the ball to go to overtime, Mississippi decided to run a play, deep in their own territory. Rebel quarterback Romero Miller dropped back and lobbed a deep pass which was deflected by the hands and then the foot of Mississippi State cornerback Robert Bean before being intercepted by Eugene Clinton and returned deep into Rebel territory. On the next play, with 8 seconds left, Bulldog kicker Scott Westerfield kicked a 44-yard game-winning field goal.

2007 Ole Miss at Mississippi State - Scott Stadium - Starkville, Mississippi {Mississippi State 17 Ole Miss 14}

Mississippi State scored 17 straight points in the fourth quarter, capped by Adam Carlson's 48-yard field goal with 18 seconds left, to beat rival Mississippi 17-14 on Friday and probably lock up the school's first bowl bid since 2000.  The longest field goal of Carlson's career finished a rally that tied the school record for largest fourth-quarter comeback. The 104th meeting in one of the nation's oldest rivalries was among the most exciting.

The Rebels (3-9, 0-8) finished the season winless in the Southeastern Conference for the first time since 1982 and gave the Bulldogs (7-5, 4-4) enough wins to distinguish themselves in the crowded league bowl scene, where 10 teams are eligible for the postseason.  Carlson's kick was made more difficult because of a bloodied big toe on his kicking foot, injured earlier in the game when a teammate landed on his foot during a celebration.  Carlson missed a potential game-tying 51-yard field goal in the final seconds of last year's Egg Bowl. The junior was forced to relive that kick every day in the spring when the team finished each practice with a 51-yard field goal attempt. He looked like he might lose his job at the beginning of the season after missing half of his 16 field-goal attempts in his first two seasons.  He finished 9-for-12 this year and erased a lot of bad memories with Friday's dead-center winner.  That was just one of several big plays for the Bulldogs, who put together precious few while falling behind 14-0 in the first three quarters.  BenJarvus Green-Ellis, who rushed for 117 yards, put Ole Miss up 7-0 with a 14-yard touchdown run on the opening drive. Brent Schaeffer threw a 13-yard touchdown pass to Shay Hodge on Ole Miss' opening drive of the second half to put the Rebels up 14-0.

The Rebels had won four of five in the series and looked as if they had locked up the win after the SEC's worst defense stifled Mississippi State for three quarters. The Bulldogs managed just 59 yards in the first half and came into the fourth quarter with 144. But Ole Miss coach Ed Orgeron decided to go for it on fourth-and-1 at the Rebels' 49 early in the fourth quarter.  The Bulldogs stuffed Green-Ellis for a 3-yard loss.  The stand awakened the Bulldogs and Wes Carroll finally began to move his team on the ensuing drive, which started with 10:05 remaining. He entered the quarter 4-for-12 for 28 yards and had even been yanked for two series.  He hit four of his next five passes for 37 yards, however, capping the drive with a 4-yard scoring toss to Anthony Dixon, who had 101 yards receiving.  The Mississippi State defense held Ole Miss on its next two series, with the help of some dropped passes.  Derek Pegues then fielded Justin Sparks' 33-yard punt at his 35 and sprinted straight ahead, making one move around midfield before tying the game 14-14 with 2:38 left.  After a final Ole Miss three-and-out, the Bulldogs took over at their 35 with 43 seconds left. Carroll went 3-of-4 for 34 yards and picked up a first down on a designed run.  Carlson's kick capped the comeback win.​​

2019 Mississippi at Mississippi State – Davis Wade Stadium @ Scott Field – Starkville, Mississippi {Mississippi State 21 Mississippi 20}

[image: Internet Buzzing About "Piss And Miss" In Starkville | RSHV News]Ole Miss-Mississippi State is an old-fashioned, hate-filled rivalry that got a bit out of control in 2019. Rebels receiver Elijah Moore caught a touchdown with 4 seconds remaining in the game to cut the Bulldogs lead down to 21-20, with the PAT pending. Moore celebrated the TD by getting on his knees and miming a dog peeing on Mississippi State's name in the end zone. That was grounds for an unsportsmanlike penalty, which pushed the extra-point attempt back...and of course the Rebels missed. State wins the game in what is referred to in some circles as "The Piss Miss." Ole Miss Head coach Matt Luke was fired after the game, and Mississippi State's Joe Moorhead was fired a few weeks later.
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The Victory Bell was played between the Missouri Tigers and Nebraska Cornhuskers. The rivalry was the second oldest in the Big 12 Conference and third oldest west of the Mississippi River. However, it ended following the 2010 game, when Nebraska and Missouri met in league play for the last time prior to Nebraska's 2011 move to the Big Ten Conference.  In November 2011, Missouri announced that it would join the Southeastern Conference in July 2012.

Series history - The Tigers and Cornhuskers have met 104 times since 1892, dating back to the formation of the Western Interstate University Football Association. The rivalry remained competitive through 1978, with Nebraska leading the series 37–32–3 up to that point. However, starting in 1979, Missouri lost the next 24 games.  Following a close overtime game in Columbia in 1997, the rivalry began to gain attention once again. A miraculous touchdown catch by Nebraska's Matt Davison tied the ballgame at the end of regulation, which allowed #1 Nebraska to barely escape a loss to unranked Missouri. Davison caught the ball after it bounced off the hands, chest, foot of a Missouri safety and foot of teammate Shevin Wiggins in what is now known as the famous Flea Kicker play. Nebraska went on to share the national title with Michigan.  An unranked Missouri finally broke through in 2003 with a 41–24 victory over #10 Nebraska. Fans, players, and coaches from both sides had remarked that in recent years the rivalry had returned to the levels of intensity that was felt prior to the late 1980.  A Missouri campus tradition came to an end following the Tigers' win over Nebraska in 2005. Anytime the goalposts were torn down at Faurot Field, they were carried out of the stadium, around the columns, and then finally to Harpo's Bar and Grill at 29 S. Tenth Street in downtown Columbia, in a tradition that dated back to 1971. Students rushed the field and tore down the goalposts following the Missouri wins in 2003 and 2005. Following the 2005 incident, 20 fans were arrested on trespassing charges and the university announced it would be forming an internal task force to reduce fan rowdiness. In May 2006, Missouri athletic director Mike Alden announced that collapsible goalposts would be installed for the upcoming 2006 season, hoping to end any future incidents with students rushing the field to tear down the goalposts. Nebraska leads the series 65-36-3 after the 2010 season when the last meeting was held.

End of the rivalry - On June 11, 2010, the Nebraska Cornhuskers announced that its regents unanimously voted to end the university's affiliation with the Big 12 Conference and would be joining the Big Ten Conference beginning with the 2011 season.  Therefore, the October 30, 2010 contest between these two teams was the last unless the programs meet in a future non-conference game or postseason bowl game. On November 6, 2011, the Missouri Tigers announced their decision to leave the Big 12 for the Southeastern Conference beginning with the 2012 season.  Due to both Nebraska's and Missouri's move to the Big Ten and SEC respectively, there are several opportunities for the teams to possibly meet in a bowl game each season. Three bowls feature the Big Ten and SEC as their contracted matchup, in addition to the possibility that other bowls can take teams from the Big Ten or SEC if their contracted conferences fail to produce enough bowl-eligible teams. 

Victory Bell - The Victory Bell (sometimes known as the Missouri–Nebraska bell) was awarded to the winner of the Nebraska and Missouri football game annually.  The exchange was organized by the Innocents Society of Nebraska and QEBH of Missouri.  The tradition dates back to 1892 when these teams first met, when the bell was taken from a church in Seward, Nebraska by members of Nebraska fraternities Phi Delta Theta and Delta Tau Delta. At the time, the members of the two fraternities occupied the same house. When the two groups moved into separate houses, there was a dispute over who should keep the bell. Annual scholastic or athletic contests were held, with the bell being used as a trophy. This rivalry abated, yet still the ownership of the bell was left in question.  In 1926, Missouri athletic director Chester D. Brewer suggested an annual award be established for the annual Missouri-Nebraska football game. The bell was selected to be the prize to end the conflict between the fraternities, and the letters 'M' and 'N' were engraved on opposite sides of the bell.  The exchange was coordinated by the Innocents Society and Missouri’s prestigious Q.E.B.H. Society. Missouri won the first game in 1927 7–6. The scores from the games up through 2005 are engraved on the bell.  With Nebraska's victory over Missouri in the final league meeting of these teams on October 30, 2010, Nebraska's Memorial Stadium became the apparent final home of the Victory Bell, though a commemorative bell will be produced for permanent display at the University of Missouri. It is possible that the Victory Bell could change hands again if the teams meet in a future non-conference game or postseason bowl game.

Top Games in the Missouri-Nebraska series

1969 Nebraska at Missouri - Faurot Field - Columbia, Missouri {Missouri 17 Nebraska 7}

Nebraska attempted to bring a fight to Columbia to go along with their new #20 ranking, but after Missouri went up 7-0, it did not help that the Cornhuskers turned over a fumble to Missouri which was converted into 7 more points before the half. Nebraska managed to avoid the shutout with a 3rd-quarter touchdown but could not overcome Missouri's defense to score again, and subsequently fell back out of the polls.

Unbeaten Missouri Nebraska today with two touchdown passes—one short and the other long—and then chopped down the Cornhuskers with a sterling standup defense, 17-7.  A 69-yard scoring pass from Terry McMillan to Mel Gray rocked the red-knickered visitors on the Tigers' second offensive play of a wet afternoon in mid-Missouri. And then Ol' Mizzou used two pet offensive weapons to give its A-1 defense the only help it needed.  Dan Devine's defense, strong all year, made basically one mistake all day, allowing halfback Jeff Kinney to turn a short pass into a 77-yard touchdown early in the second half. The Tigers were otherwise flawless, rendering NU one-dimensional—NU halfbacks were held to 59 yards on 23 carries—and twice picking off NU passers Jerry Tagge and Van Brownson.  The first half began and ended in perfect fashion. Gray's long touchdown gave Mizzou an almost immediate 7-0 lead, and McMillan capped the half with an eight-yard strike to Tom Shryock with nine seconds left.  The 14-0 lead came in handy when Kinney scored early in the second half, but Henry Brown bombed in a 48-yard field goal later in the third quarter to all but seal the game.  McMillan had a particularly McMillan-like day; he was just 5-or-21 with two interceptions, but his two great passes were perfect, and both resulted in scores.  Meanwhile, Joe Moore paced the Tigers with 38 carries for 134 yards.

1973 Nebraska at Missouri – Faurot Field – Columbia, Missouri {Missouri 13 Nebraska 12}

{HuskerMax.com official recap} - Nebraska's hopes for an undefeated season were dashed by the Missouri Tigers, 13-12, when the Cornhuskers went for two in the final minute after a sensational comeback and missed.  It had been an old-fashioned defensive dog fight between two nationally-ranked unbeaten teams for almost the entire game — each team had a pair of field goals going into the final three minutes, and a record crowd of 68,170 at Faurot Field roared for something to happen. And when the Huskers' Randy Borg bobbled a Tiger punt at the NU 12 and Missouri recovered the ball at the four-yard line, things began to pop.  Two plays later, Tom Mulkey pounded over from the one to put Missouri on top, and Greg Hill's PAT kick made it 13-6 with 2:03 left in the game.  Back charged the Cornhuskers. In four plays, the dramatic finish was set: Dave Humm hit Ritch Bahe for 31 yards to the Tiger 41, then he rifled another strike to Larry Mushinskie to the MU 21. Tony Davis lost one and then Humm spotted Bahe again, and the Fremont junior took the ball at the 10 and raced into the end zone. With 1:00 left in the game, it was Missouri 13, Nebraska 12, and the Cornhuskers went for two and a chance at victory. But Humm's pass was intercepted by Tony Gillick and Missouri had the game of the unbeatens in the bag.  Nebraska had a whopping edge in statistics, leading in first downs, 21-7, 292-7 in passing and 444-170 in total offense. But the Tigers had the important statistics — the final score — and the Huskers started an uphill climb in the Big 8 race.

1978 Missouri at Nebraska - Memorial Stadium - Lincoln, Nebraska {Missouri 35 Nebraska 31}

After a big win over Oklahoma the previous week, Nebraska head coach Tom Osborne was concerned heading into the season finale against Missouri about the chance of a mental letdown against a tough and upset-minded Tiger squad. Osborne's worries turned into reality in the form of a 35-31 loss.  Rick Berns churned to a record-breaking 255 yards and two touchdowns on 35 carries to set the Nebraska single-game rushing mark and the career rushing record of 2,605 yards. But Berns' performance wasn't enough to counter a potent Missouri attack, led by the running of James Wilder — with 181 yards and four touchdowns — and the pass receiving of All-Big 8 tight end Kellen Winslow.  Berns led off the scoring on the first play of the game from scrimmage by ripping off an 82-yard run. The early score was a sign of what was to come as both teams moved almost at will throughout the game and it was the last team to score that came away with the win.  The loss dropped Nebraska back into a tie for the conference title and brought a surprising rematch with Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl.

1997 Nebraska at Missouri – Faurot Field – Columbia, Missouri {Nebraska 45 Missouri 38}

{Flea Kicker} In the 1997 college football season, the Flea Kicker was a notable play executed by the Nebraska Cornhuskers against the Missouri Tigers on November 8, 1997 that sent the game into overtime and resulted in a win for the Cornhuskers who went on to share the NCAA Division I-A National Championship with the Michigan Wolverines. The final minutes of the game were seen by many people on ABC, after other regional games ended.

Background - The Cornhuskers, who had won national championships for the 1994 and 1995 seasons, went into the game with an 8–0 record and a No. 1 ranking in the AP Poll.  They had only given up seven points in their last three games and had beaten the Tigers eighteen straight times.  The Tigers were unranked with a 6–3 record, and in the school’s history, had never beaten a No. 1 ranked team.

[image: image]The Play - In the fourth quarter, Tigers quarterback Corby Jones completed a pass to Eddie Brooks to give Missouri a 38–31 lead, giving Missouri fans hope that they would beat Nebraska for the first time since 1978 and moving Coach Larry Smith to tears.  The Huskers took possession from a punt after Missouri failed to convert a first down on their own 33-yard line with 1:02 left. In less than a minute, the Huskers moved the ball 55 yards. The Huskers were on the Missouri 12-yard line with only seven seconds left when Nebraska quarterback Scott Frost threw a pass intended for wingback Shevin Wiggins. The ball hit Wiggins directly in the chest near the goal line. The ball immediately shot down and hit a Missouri safety in the foot and popped back in the air. Then Missouri safety Julian Jones tackled Wiggins as time expired. As Wiggins was pulled to the ground, his leg popped up, kicking the ball into the air for a second time. Cornhusker’s receiver Matt Davison leaped for the ball, his hands scraping the turf as he managed to make the catch in the end zone for a touchdown. Missouri fans stormed the field in celebration, thinking they had won.  The play could have resulted in a 15-yard penalty (illegal kick) if officials had considered the kick intentional. Instead, they ruled the catch a touchdown. Once fans were cleared from the field, Kris Brown kicked the extra point for Nebraska to send the game into overtime. In OT, Frost ran for a touchdown, and Jones was sacked on 4th and seven by Grant Wistrom to give Nebraska a 45–38 win.

Aftermath - Missouri finished the season 7–5 with a loss to Colorado State in the Holiday Bowl. The Tigers did not defeat the Cornhuskers until 2003, ending a 24-game losing streak in the series.  After the game, Wiggins claimed to have kicked the ball intentionally to keep the play alive, and some of his statements indicate that he did so to keep the ball away from Missouri defenders. He also at various times and in later interviews claimed to have been trying to kick the ball back to himself for a catch. Regardless, and unfortunately for the Tigers, the outcome of the game could not be changed after the fact, despite the kick leading to Nebraska's win.  The legality of the play remains in dispute among college football fans and experts, as NCAA rules at the time generally made it illegal for an intentional kick (by players other than kickers and punters) but also allowed players to use any part of their bodies - including feet - to help themselves catch a forward pass. Furthermore, the rules only allowed officials to establish intent to kick only as they could determine clearly on the field of play.  Although Nebraska dropped to No. 3 in the AP Poll the following week, they were still undefeated, and national title hopes were still alive. The Cornhuskers defeated Iowa State and Colorado in the last two games of the regular season and beat Texas A&M 54–15 in the Big 12 Championship Game. Nebraska went on to defeat Peyton Manning and No. 3 Tennessee 42–17 in the Orange Bowl to finish the season 13–0. The Cornhuskers had a No. 1 ranking in the Coaches Poll, giving them a third national championship in four seasons.  However, they had to split the championship with the 12–0 Michigan Wolverines who defeated No. 8 Washington State 21–16 in the 1998 Rose Bowl and ended the season topping the AP Poll.

​​
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The Rip Miller Trophy is played between the Navy Midshipmen and Notre Dame Fighting Irish. It has been played annually since 1927, making it the longest uninterrupted intersectional rivalry in college football.  Notre Dame leads the series 80–13–1 through the 2023 season.  The trophy is named in honor of Edgar “Rip” Miller, one of Notre Dame’s famed “Seven Mules,” who served the Naval Academy for 48 years as a coach and athletic administrator.  Before Navy won a 46–44 triple-overtime contest in 2007, Notre Dame had a 43-game winning streak that was the longest series win streak between two annual opponents in the history of Division I FBS football.  Navy's previous win came in 1963, 35–14 with future Heisman Trophy winner and NFL QB Roger Staubach at the helm. Navy had come close to winning on numerous occasions before 2007. The Midshipmen subsequently won again in 2009, 2010 and 2016.  Though the game is often played at Notre Dame Stadium in South Bend, it has never been played at Navy–Marine Corps Memorial Stadium, due to its relatively small size. Instead, Navy usually hosts the game at larger facilities such as Baltimore's old Memorial Stadium or current M&T Bank Stadium, FedEx Field in Landover, Maryland, or at Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey. From 1960 to 1970, the Midshipmen hosted the game at John F. Kennedy Stadium in Philadelphia, and they hosted the 1972, 1974 and 1993 games at Philadelphia's Veterans Stadium. The game has been played twice in Dublin, Ireland—in 1996 at Croke Park and 2012 at Aviva Stadium.  The game was also occasionally played at old Cleveland Stadium. The 2016 game was held at EverBank Field in Jacksonville, Florida.  Navy's 2018 home game will be played at Qualcomm Stadium in San Diego, California (the first time the teams will have played each other west of the Eastern Time Zone), and the 2020 game will be at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, New Jersey (where it also was played in 2010).

History - Despite the one-sided result of the last few decades, most Notre Dame and Navy fans consider the series a sacred tradition for historical reasons. Both schools have strong football traditions going back to the beginnings of the sport. Notre Dame, like many colleges, faced severe financial difficulties during World War II, which were exacerbated by the fact that it was then still an all-male institution. The US Navy made Notre Dame a training center for V-12 candidates and paid enough for usage of the facilities to keep the University afloat. Notre Dame has since extended an open invitation for Navy to play the Fighting Irish in football and considers the game annual repayment on a debt of honor. The series is marked by mutual respect, as evidenced by each team standing at attention during the playing of the other's alma mater after the game, a tradition that started in 2005. Navy's athletic director, on renewing the series through 2016, remarked "...it is of great interest to our collective national audience of Fighting Irish fans, Naval Academy alumni, and the Navy family at large.”   The series is scheduled to continue indefinitely; renewals are a mere formality.
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