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      Rebecca’s successful bakery produces a mouthwatering range of holiday treats—except gingerbread.

      She hates it when people ask why she doesn’t make it. HATES it.

      But she doesn’t hate enough to follow in the footsteps of her baking mentor, Mrs. Gilmore.

      crumptious and disturbing, “Why Don’t You Make Gingerbread?” originally appeared in Bloody Christmas: A Holiday Anthology (WMG Publishing, 2020).

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Why Don’t You Make Gingerbread?

          

        

      

    

    
      My cookie boutique, Rebecca’s Cookie Confections, is popular all year, but unsurprisingly, orders increase exponentially during the holidays.

      I make sugar cookies sprinkled with festively colored sugars,  and peppermint meltaways and peanut butter thumbprints. Pistachio-cranberry rugelach, Italian Christmas cookies, Norwegian wreaths, Swedish snowballs, and more

      And every year, I get the same question, over and over, in some format:

      Why don’t you make gingerbread?

      Because people talk, and would likely compare answers over a glass of Chard while they bitch about the lack of gingerbread available from my shop, I give the same general answer:

      I’ve never quite gotten the hang of gingerbread. Or, I haven’t created the perfect recipe for gingerbread.

      This would be a lie.

      If I told the truth, I’d be out of business faster than I could sift a cup of flour. And I can do that mighty fast.
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      Mrs. Shirley Gilmore wasn’t exactly one of those sweet little old ladies of Farrows County. Her hair was dyed bright red and teased for height, allowing glimpses of her pink scalp. Her green eyes were bright and sharp, but not unkind, behind bifocals, and she was sinewy-thin like some women get when they age.

      She volunteered at the library for as long as anyone could remember, including organizing the annual book sale so well that nobody wanted to volunteer for the position.

      No pets, no Mr. Gilmore in anyone’s memory (the consensus was that she’d moved to our neighborhood after being widowed), just a sturdy Cadillac that kept on ticking and a well-tended yard with a few beds of flowers and herbs, and a lawn the teenage boys looking for extra cash mowed in the summer and a driveway they shoveled in the winter.

      And, most importantly, the best gingerbread anyone had ever tasted, which she generously shared at the holidays with everyone who’d crossed her path that year.

      Neighbors. The aforementioned teenage boys. Anyone who’d worked on the library book sale as well the library staff. Her doctor’s office. Her hairdresser. The mechanic that kept that old Caddy running. Friends from the senior center where she took Yoga for the Mature classes and attended biweekly dances where the women outnumbered the men two to one (and, of course, the yoga instructor and the dance coordinator). Police stations and fire stations and homeless shelters and nursery schools, oh my.

      She started baking right after Thanksgiving, and kept on going until Christmas, with deliveries continuing until New Year’s Eve. She did it all by herself, too.

      Until I came along, that is.

      I was about ten years old when my father chose his secretary over us and my mother went back to work full-time as an attorney., which brought up the need for me to be watched over after school, and on the occasional weekends when her job demanded it.

      Our house was on the end of the street, and Mrs. Gilmore lived three doors down and across the street. The houses on our side had long, sloping lawns that lead to a wide river, and the houses on the other side had smaller lawns that ended against a tangle of trees

      All the houses had huge front and back yards, and generous space between them, marooning us in a sea of green in the summer and white in the winter like distant islands.
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