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      Full disclosure, I always feel a bit goofy writing an introduction. After all, shouldn’t the story simply stand on its own? Aren’t those words enough? I suspect these introductions are as much for my own amusement as they are to give a little background on how a particular story came into being. A metaphorical clearing of my throat.

      So, by all means, skip on ahead to the narrative. Maybe come back to this later.

      My novella “Wildest Skies” appears in the November / December 2024 issue of Asimov’s Science Fiction Magazine. Somewhere along the way, with Ed Linklater’s adventures in the novella, I realized that there were other stories to tell about Ed and the mission, both before and after those events.

      As I write this, in September 2024 I find that I am writing more stories in the world. I just started one this morning titled “Landing Protocols”. I suspect that part of writing these is a vague excitement about seeing my work in print. While I’ve had numerous other stories in the pages of Asimov’s, this will be the longest so far.

      I like to think that “Wildest Skies” harks back to the old science fiction I was reading as a kid in the seventies and eighties… when I was mostly reading books from the fifties and sixties. Good old-fashioned adventure stories that are fun to read.

      And that’s what I hope for these stories. Fun to read.

      Of course, as I seem to be writing in many of these little story introductions, a writer is the worst judge of their own work. In a way, that’s a cool thing. It means that you the reader can take what you want, and see it how you see it.

      Thanks for picking up “Spindle Shatters”. I hope you enjoy the read.

      Cheers

      
        
        Sean

        September 2024

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            
CHAPTER ONE


          

        

      

    

    
      In the centrifuge room, Ed Linklater watched with horror as the gimbals went out and the capsule with Michelle inside shuddered on the spindle.

      The centrifuge was a perfectly balanced trestle, sixty feet across. The ironwork stood on the axle on a plinth in the center. Below, the axle ran on a purpose-built Quatermain electric truck engine. Freewheeling now.

      Above, the axle shook in its housing in the ceiling. Pieces fell.

      Ed's mouth went dry.

      The air stank of smoke, though that was probably just a psychological reaction rather than reality. The control room was sealed and separate from the centrifuge torus.

      Everything was shades of white and blue. There was a sheen to the plastic in the walls that made them seem pristine. As if no one should lean on them or even touch them.

      At the corner of the training building, the centrifuge stood in a donut-shaped, aluminum and titanium enclosed shell. Ed had done his share of spins in it. All part of the training for the upcoming mission.

      And after, as a kind of joke, there would be sweet donuts to eat. Most days there was a box of them on the corner of the control room's consoles. Doughy, with sickening levels of brightly-colored icing, and sprinkles. They never lasted beyond early afternoon.
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