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    To my beloved wife, Wai Yin, whose love and unwavering support have been the foundation of everything I do.

To my sons, who have brought joy and purpose into my life.

To my daughters-in-law, who have enriched our family with their warmth and kindness.

To my grandsons and granddaughters, the light of my life, who remind me daily of the beauty and wonder of the world.
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            1 Corinthians 13:13  And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
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In 1 Corinthians, Dr. Andrew C S Koh provides an expositional commentary, Bible study, and daily devotional guide for Christians of all maturity. This book is divided into 17 chapters, each beginning with a prayer followed by reflection, application, and prayer. With careful reading, study, meditation, and application of scripture, readers will be encouraged to grow spiritually, mature in the faith, and rightly dividing the Word of Truth. This book is a great tool for deepening your knowledge and grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. It's a must-read for those looking to strengthen their relationship with God and draw closer to Him. With this book, readers will be able to grow spiritually and develop a newfound appreciation for the Word of Truth. Read 1 Corinthians today and discover the power of the Bible and how it can change your life.

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work, 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NKJV).

Even though we are separated from 1 Corinthians by 2000 years of cultural, historical, geographical, and linguistic gap, the teachings of 1 Corinthians can be applied to the 21st-century church by utilising hermeneutics.

I have given a clear background and simple explanations of every passage in 1 Corinthians. At the end of each lesson, there is a devotional application and prayer. These 17 lessons can be used as a Bible study guide over 17 weeks. Any reader who goes through this study guide carefully will gain a good foundational understanding of 1 Corinthians. 

Dr. Andrew C. S. Koh
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Many people, including Christians, are looking for a perfect church. Someone once said this aptly: 'If you find a perfect church, please do not join it; because once you join it, it will become imperfect.' Christians today are always very critical of their own church and leadership. They seem to think that the grass is greener next door. They are unconsciously hoping for a 'Garden of Eden' within their church. Unfortunately, some Christians resolve to leave their church, which is imperfect, and journey to the next church, which they think is better.  

Apostle Paul has dealt with an imperfect church such as the Church in Corinth. They were full of problems and sins. Some of them "are not even named among the Gentiles." He did not mince his words when he reprimanded the Corinthian Christians, and even calling them carnal or immature. It was a church full of spiritual gifts but lack of 'agape' love. Never at any moment, Paul has hinted to the Corinthian Christians to leave and form another church, rather he urged them to trust God to overcome the difficulties and to bring about change - "Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ." The secret of this imitation is anchored in the embrace of the concept of the LOVE of Christ in all things, including the mind, heart, emotion, action, relationship, obedience, learning, personal living, and ministry. 

The author has rightly reminded his readers that Paul's firm affirmation and strong advocacy on 'living righteously and avoid reckless living' is the main pursuit for the Corinthian Christians. This is also true to us today, failing which our churches will only be left with the empty structure of yesteryears. The answer is not in the 'once for all' solution in getting rid of all problems, rather in the life-long process of sanctification i.e., becoming like Christ, until His coming again. 

Archbishop Ng Moon Hing, 

Anglican Archbishop of Southeast Asia
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Testimonials
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The first question Dr. Andrew C S Koh asks of us when entering this Bible Study is "Do you want to grow in the knowledge and grace of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ?" If your answer is yes then I think this is the study for you. I am not an authority on the study of the Bible but having read through this outline, I believe you will be on the path. 1 Corinthians is a Christ-centered, life-changing, Bible study guide and daily devotional guide for readers from all walks of life. Dr. Koh emphasizes that all Scripture is given by the inspiration of God, and all are given for us to learn and grow. The study is well written, broken down into units for each participant to review and learn from the Word of God. I received this novel from Story Origin. This review is my honest opinion, P A R.

A Great Read: A very inspiring book on the teaching of Apostle Paul. A clear explanation of each chapter for a good Bible study. Apostle Paul did not mince words but was very direct in his words. His great love for God is shown in these teachings. There are inspiring prayers too in each chapter. I found this book very informative and better understanding these teachings. I am on the ARC team. I leave an honest review. I also recommend this book to other readers, Sharmani Jeyaram. 

I love the format of this book. Each chapter begins with a prayer for understanding and edification. Then, the Word is presented with commentary and purpose. Amazon user.

I read a chapter a day as part of my daily Devotion. Very well-written and encouraging, Daniel Hamman.

A touching devotional that delves into the Corinthian letters and shares background information to enhance your understanding of the text, Ellen Ebeze.

I found the book to be a great study guide and a great time to reflect on my life and path. I recommend this book about faith in 1st Corinthians to anyone who wants to deepen their understanding. Kevin Booker.

Dr. Koh has done a wonderful job in creating this Bible study on 1st Corinthians. I enjoyed studying this book of the Bible as a Religious Studies major. It was nice to have it to revisit and reflect on. R. E. Creech.

This book is difficult to understand - but with Koh’s cliff notes, it becomes easier. I love the reflections at the end of every 2-4 verses. Makes perfect sense, T. Townsend. 

It goes through the entire book of 1 Corinthians and breaks the passages down succinctly. This would be a good gift for perhaps a new believer or someone wanting clarification or a different perspective on some of the more debated topics amongst Christendom, B. Swaby.

Introduction:

Author, Date, Recipients, setting

The apostle Paul wrote this letter to the Corinthian church in the spring of between A.D. 53-55 AD, during his third missionary journey, near the end of his three-year ministry in Ephesus, Acts 19:21-22. Paul wrote four letters to the Corinthian church, but only 1 and 2 Corinthians had survived.

Acts 19:21-22 (NKJV),  When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.” So he sent into Macedonia two of those who ministered to him, Timothy and Erastus, but he himself stayed in Asia for a time.

Corinth

Ancient Corinth and Ephesus are influential cities notorious for pagan worship and philosophy. Corinth is located near the isthmus connecting the southern Greek peninsula to the mainland. It has two ports, on the east and west, across the four-mile wide isthmus. Cargo ships on either port uploaded their cargo and transported them across to the other port by land. 

Ancient Corinth is notorious for sexual immorality. To be a Corinthian means to be an immoral person. It was home to the temple of Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of love. Every night, temple prostitutes offered their services on the streets of Corinth.

Theme

Paul encouraged the divided Corinthian churches to close ranks, restore the faith of the weak, and work together in the ministry. 

Purpose 

Paul was informed by an oral report and a letter from the Corinthian churchs regarding issues on church division, spiritual immaturity, sexual immorality, idolatry, controversies over eating foods offered to idols, disagreements on head covering for women, confusion over spiritual gifts, denial of the resurrection, doctrinal and theological other issues. Paul wrote this letter to encourage, admonish, instruct and address these issues. 

Outline

1:1-31, Salutation, spiritual gifts, factionalism, power of the Gospel, glory in Christ

2:1-16, Godly wisdom and worldly wisdom. 

3:1-23, Evangelism a team effort, the foolishness of worldly wisdom 

4:1-21, Servants and stewards, warning against pride

5:1-13. The  cancer of sexual immorality 

6:1-20, Lawsuits among Christians, glorifying God in body and spirit. 

7:1-40, Marital relationship, sexual purity, divorce, remarrying, instructions to the spouse with an unbelieving partner, celibacy

8: 1-13, Knowledge puffs up, love builds up, instructions on eating food offered to idols

9:1-27, The rights of an apostle, be all things to all people, run to receive the imperishable crown

10:1-33, Old Testament types, instructions on overcoming temptation and idolatry

1 Corinthians 11:1-34, Instructions on head covering, misconduct, instructions, and appropriate conduct at the Lord’s Supper

12:1-31, Spiritual gifts, one Body, diversity of members, one Holy Spirit, diversity of spiritual gifts and ministries.

13:1-13, tongue, prophecy, faith, hope, and love

14:1-40, Prophecy and tongues

15:1-28, Risen Christ, victory over death, resurrection body, final victory

16:1-24, Collection for the mother church, final encouragements, farewell
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Chapter 1

1 Corinthians 1: Salutation & Factionalism 
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Prayer

Heavenly Father, may the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to You. We pray for the presence, anointing, and enlightenment of the Holy Spirit in our journey of faith, in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Verses 1-3, 1 Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, 2 to the assembly of God which is at Corinth—those who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called saints, with all who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ in every place, both theirs and ours: 3 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Reflection

The author identified himself as Paul. He spelled out his credentials, an apostle of Jesus Christ called by the will of God. He also acknowledged, Sosthenes, his co-worker.  Acts 18:7 mentioned Sosthenes, the ruler of the synagogue, who was beaten by the Greeks. Most scholars believed Sosthenes in Acts 18:7 and 1 Corinthians 1:1 was the same person. 

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image000.jpg
Dr. Andrew C S Koh

BESTSELLING AUTHOR ON
MAZON'S NUMBER ONE

LIST.

[Ty R ———

sl





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





