
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


Roots in Two Worlds

––––––––

A Short Collection of Family, Heritage, and Home

by Tierrah Skye Bird


Introduction

Every family has its stories. Some are told over Sunday dinners, some tucked away in drawers, and some live only in the eyes of the people who remember. This is my family’s story—or rather, pieces of it, glimpses of lives that have shaped mine, carried me, and whispered lessons I could never unhear.

In these pages, you’ll meet my great-grandfather, a man whose quiet authority could command respect without a single harsh word, and my great-grandmother, whose pockets held secrets, snuff, and a wisdom deeper than the rivers of our homeland. You’ll glimpse the laughter and lessons of my foster parents, the way their love can hold me steady even when life feels unsteady, and the echoes of the hollers and hills where my grandmother raised me.

Some stories are tender, some are loud, some are wild, and some are quiet—but all of them carry a truth I’ve inherited: that love, resilience, and heritage are never small.

As you move through this collection, you may hear the beat of stomp dances beneath your feet, feel the rhythm of the earth in a field plowed by hands long gone, or catch a laugh that refuses to be silenced. You may sense the pulse of generations guiding me, shaping the person I am today—the person I invite you to meet in these pages.

These are my roots, my wings, my family, and my home. I hope you will walk beside me.
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My great-grandfather was a good man.

Everyone who remembers him says it—

the kindest man you could ever meet.

But anger him, and the sky would crack.
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