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			Introduction

		


			Thank you for purchasing this book. It has everything you need to know about the total eclipse in Idaho on August 21, 2017.

			A total eclipse passing across the United States is a rare event. The last US total eclipse was in 1979. It traveled over Washington, Oregon, Montana, and the corner of North Dakota.

			The next total eclipse over the US will not be until April 8, 2024. It will pass over Texas, the Midwest, and on to Maine. After that, the next coast-to-coast total eclipse will be in 2045!

			It’s imperative to make travel plans today. You will be amazed at the number of people swarming to the total eclipse path. Some might say watching a partial versus a total eclipse is a similar experience. It’s not.

			This book is written for Idaho visitors and anyone else viewing the eclipse. You will find general planning, viewing, and photography information inside. Should you travel to the eclipse path in Idaho in mid-August, be prepared for an epic trip. The state estimates a half million visitors will converge on Idaho.

			The Sturgis motorcycle rally will end one week before the eclipse. The event had a half million attendees in 2015. Bikers often drive to Idaho and Wyoming before and after the event. Chances are those bikers will travel to see the eclipse afterward.

			All hotels in the Idaho communities of Idaho Falls, Driggs, Victor, and Swan Valley are sold out as of the writing of this guide. Finding lodging along the eclipse path will be a major challenge.

			Resources will be stretched far beyond the normal limits. Think gas lines from the late 1970s. It’s common for the shelves of Victor’s grocery stores to quickly become short on bread, bananas, and similar staples during the summer. Be prepared with backup supplies.

			Many smaller Idaho towns are far from any major city. Idaho roads are slow. Please obey posted speed limits within all forest and park areas. Be cautious about believing a map application’s estimate of travel time in Idaho.

			People in all communities along the path of the total eclipse plan to rent out their properties for this event. With a major celestial event in the summer of 2017, be assured that Idaho “hasn’t seen anything yet.”

			Is this to say to avoid east Idaho or other areas during the eclipse? Not at all! This guidebook provides ideas for interesting, alternative, and memorable locations to see the eclipse. It will be too late to rush to a better spot once the eclipse begins. Law enforcement will be out to help drivers reconsider speeding.

			Please be patient and careful. Large, beautiful, but dangerous animals make the forests in Idaho their home. Throughout the year, over one hundred animals are hit in Wyoming’s Grand Teton alone. Moose, bear, and bison are difficult to see along the highways.

			You should feel compelled to play hooky on August 21. Ask for the day off. Take your kids out of school. They’ll likely be adults before the next chance to see a total eclipse. Create family memories that will last a lifetime. Sastrugi Press does not normally advocate skipping school or work. Make an exception because this is too big an event to miss.

			Wherever you plan to be along the total eclipse path, leave early and remember your eclipse glasses. People from all around the planet will converge on Idaho. Be good to your fellow humans and be safe. We all want to enjoy this spectacular show.

			Visit www.sastrugipress.com/ideclipse for the latest updates for this book.

			

			Author Information

			Polar explorer and motivational speaker Aaron Linsdau’s first book, Antarctic Tears, is an emotional journey into the heart of Antarctica. This Jackson Hole native ate two sticks of butter every day to survive. Aaron coughed up blood early in the expedition and struggled through equipment failures. Despite the endless difficulties, he set a world record for surviving the longest solo expedition to the South Pole.

			Aaron teaches audiences how the common person can achieve uncommon results. He uses stories to build grit, teach courage, and show how to maintain a positive attitude in the face of adversity. He hopes that you will have a comfortable and enjoyable time watching the total eclipse in Idaho.
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			All About Idaho

			

			Overview of Idaho

			Idaho, the Gem State, is full of wide-open country. With a population topping 1.6 million in 2014, Idaho ranks as one of the least populated states in the United States. Other than famous potatoes, many may not know about Idaho. That will soon change with the total eclipse passing over the state on August 21, 2017.

			Idaho is dominated by mountains, farmland, and rivers. The largest city in the state is Boise with a population under a quarter million people. The next most populated city in Idaho is Nampa with a mere 86,000 people. Manufacturing, health care, tourism, and agriculture are the largest industries in the state.

			Fortunately for eclipse viewers, the northern part of the state generally receives more precipitation than southern Idaho with its warmer summer temperatures. Idaho winters can be long and particularly cold.

			Yellowstone, the nation’s first national park, is partly contained in Idaho. The state’s panhandle even shares a forty-five-mile border with Canada. Grizzly bears, moose, and mountain lions are a few of the denizens of Idaho’s wild backcountry.

			Most people will visit the larger towns and cities in Idaho for the total eclipse. Thankfully, during the eclipse, the chance of snow and difficult weather is highly unlikely.

			

			Hotels and Motels During the Eclipse

			Driggs and Victor have seen a massive influx of people purchasing part-time or second homes in recent years. Many of the owners only stay for a few weeks while they enjoy winter activities in Idaho and Wyoming. The pressure from Jackson has significantly increased prices in Teton Valley as a consequence. Other towns in Idaho have not suffered from the same housing pressure.

			Other cities in Idaho do not have the housing difficulties of Teton Valley. However, once word of the total eclipse over Idaho spread, rooms became scarce. Nearly every hotel in towns along the path of totality has been sold out for a year or more.

			What does this mean for eclipse visitors? Lodging and room rentals in eclipse towns will be at a massive premium. Does that mean all hope is lost to find a place to stay? Not at all. But you will have to be creative. There will be few if any hotel rooms available in these eclipse cities by the time this book is printed. Accomodations in the cities and towns along the path of the eclipse have been sold out for months.

			On March 29, 2017, the author searched on Hotels.com for rooms along the total eclipse path on the weekend of August 21 and found the following:

			

			
					
• Rexburg, ID, had rooms available at the Super 8 for $855 per night. They will likely be gone by the time you read this.

					
• Idaho: Few if no rooms were available in Idaho Falls, Pocatello, Blackfoot, Rexburg, Driggs, Victor, or Tetonia.

					
• Wyoming: No rooms are available in towns near Idaho. Jackson, Alpine, and Afton are all sold out.

			

			

			Search for rooms farther away from the eclipse path. If you are willing to stay in Logan, UT, and drive two hours to Idaho Falls, rooms were available in March 2017. As the eclipse approaches, people will book rooms farther from the totality path. By midsummer, rooms in cities like Logan may be unavailable. The effect of this event will be felt across the country.

			Tour buses routinely drive five hours from Salt Lake City to tour Jackson and Grand Teton and then drive back at night. Think regionally when looking for rooms. Be prepared to search far and wide during this major event. If a five-hour drive is manageable, your lodging options greatly expand, but it also increases your travel risk.

			

			Yellowstone for East Idaho

			Do not stay in towns or cities that require you to drive through Yellowstone to reach anywhere you want to be on the weekend of the eclipse. Traffic and unexpected animal jams can delay travel for hours. These jams are caused by tourists stopping to view popular animals. If wolves or bears appear, traffic will come to a complete standstill.

			Do not believe any other map website when they show that travel through Yellowstone will only take an hour. Unless you are traveling late at night, add an extra hour to the travel estimate. The  speed limit in Grand Teton and Yellowstone is heavily enforced.

			

			Internet Rentals

			To find rooms to stay in towns along the eclipse path, try a web service such as Airbnb.com. Note that many people rent out rooms or homes illegally, against zoning regulations. The towns of Driggs and Victor are starting to feel the crunch during summer months.

			If Idaho towns fully enforces zoning laws, authorities may prevent your weekend home rental. Online home rentals during the eclipse will be a target for rental scams. People from out of the area steal photos and descriptions, then post the home for rent. You send your check or wire money to a “rental agent” then show up to find you have been scammed. If the deal sounds strange or too good to be true, run away.

			

			Camping

			If you can book a campsite, do it now. Do not wait. All areas in the national forests are first-come, first-served. Forest roads will be packed. Expect all areas to be swarming with people. Show up early to stake out your spot. Consider staying farther away and driving early on August 21.

			Please respect private land too. Idaho folks don’t take kindly to people overrunning their property without permission. In a big state with only 1.6 million residents, people are very protective, but they’re friendly, too. You never know what you might be able to arrange with a smile and a bit of money.

			This all said, there are plenty of camping opportunities throughout Idaho. You don’t have to sleep exactly on the eclipse path. If you’re ready to rough it, there are national forest camping options.

			Government agencies have been meeting since 2016 to talk about how to manage the influx of people. Please note that every possible government agency will be working full time to enforce the various rules and regulations.

			

			National Parks

			Chances are you will not find a camping site in the national park. To watch the eclipse from Craters of the Moon National Monument and Preserve, you do not have to sleep in it. You just need to drive there in the morning.

			Park law enforcement will be present on the eclipse weekend. Hundreds of thousands of people are expected in the region. Parking will overflow. It will make parking lots and lines on Black Friday at the mall look uncrowded. For an event of this magnitude, you’ll need to find your parking space early.
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