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Audrey clocked out as the bar crowd started filing in. She was grateful she didn't have to work the late shift that night. Her feet ached, she smelled like fryer grease, and she longed for a hot shower and Netflix.

Her boss handed over her paycheck and her share of the tips.

"This is a joke," she said. "Ever since you made us pool tips, I get less money."

"It's more fair, honey," her boss said.

She decided to let the "honey" slide. Again.

"I get more than anyone each shift," she said. "I bus my own tables because the guys are too damn slow. Sometimes I even have to make my own drinks."

And I know you're skimming our tips. She kept that part to herself. She still needed this job tomorrow.

"You're on a team. We all work hard here."

That was debatable.

"Quit bitching," her boss continued. "Be grateful you have a job."

She bit her lip and headed out the back door. She passed two co-workers scrolling on their phones. One showed her screen to the other and they laughed.

Working hard, yeah right.

Audrey's boss was wrong about one thing—she was grateful she had a job, and about other things too. She still lived with her parents, so she had a comfortable place to sleep. She had enough money to help them with the groceries. She had a car, a clunker that shook whenever she went above 50, but it took her from point A to point B most of the time.

Counting her blessings didn't make her situation less crappy, though. She'd let herself drift for years, telling herself she wasn't that ambitious. The reality? She was afraid. Afraid to stretch herself, afraid she'd fail. Could she cut it in an office job? Sure, restaurant work sucked, but at least she knew she was good at it.

On the way to her car, she absently checked her phone and paused at an unexpected notification. A voicemail from a company she'd interviewed at last week in a momentary fit of confidence.

Would they have called her just to tell her "no?" With trembling fingers, she hit Play.

"Hey, this is Gail at BizAdvantage and we'd like to hire you for our sales team. I know it's short notice, but can you start on Monday? If you can, just show up and we'll get you trained and settled in."
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