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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

BOOK TRAILER: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

How hard do you have to shake the family tree to find the truth about the past?

Fifteen year-old Rae Kerrigan never really knew her family's history. Her mother and father died when she was young and it is only when she accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Guilder Boarding School in England that a mysterious family secret is revealed.

Will the sins of the father be the sins of the daughter?

As Rae struggles with new friends, a new school and a star-struck forbidden love, she must also face the ultimate challenge: receive a tattoo on her sixteenth birthday with specific powers that may bind her to an unspeakable darkness. It's up to Rae to undo the dark evil in her family's past and have a ray of hope for her future.
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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USA Today Bestselling author, W.J. May, continues the highly anticipated bestselling YA/NA series about love, betrayal, magic and fantasy. 

Be prepared to fight... it’s the only option.

Time is running out...

As an insidious darkness sweeps across the land, Evie and her friends find themselves in a race to fulfill the prophecy. They acquire a ship and make haste for the Dunes. But, as usual, fate has other plans...

Instead of arriving at their destination, the friends find themselves stranded on the shores of a distant land. A land where the rules don’t matter and nothing is as it seems. In the quest to band together, powers are tested and relationships are strained. No matter how hard they try to move forward, it always seems like they’re falling several steps behind.

A change is coming, but can the friends rise to meet the challenge? Will they find the stone and stop the darkness in time?

Or do Evie’s dreams tell a fateful warning... that they’re already too late?

Be careful who you trust. Even the devil was once an angel.
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There are a few things one might think when encountering a Carpathian horde...

I wish I’d put my affairs in order.

I wonder how many arrows are in my quiver.

I should have taken the long way around.

A thought that would never cross a person’s mind?

I’d really love to rob these guys.

Evie and the others crept out of the woods and into the Carpathian encampment.

As far as infiltration went, it was the easiest incursion ever. There were no gates, no guards, no perimeter sweeps. Most of the dwellings didn’t even have doors. Entering the settlement was literally as simple as stepping off one road and stepping onto the next.

Probably because no one in their right mind would be stupid enough to come here by choice.

“Come on,” Ellanden urged quietly, “keep moving.”

The friends stayed close together, keeping their heads down and sticking to the shadows.

It hadn’t been their choice to come either. Their initial hope had been to bypass the settlement altogether and make their way straight to the docks. But while the Carpathians might be rather lax in terms of security, they weren’t foolish. They’d scattered their ships along stretches of beach within the camp itself. Short of approaching by water and climbing in from the sea—a tactical nightmare—anyone who hoped to gain entry would have to get there on foot.

It was a level of proximity no one was comfortable with and, as if that wasn’t bad enough, the lateness of the hour didn’t seem to have any effect on the encampment whatsoever. If anything, more and more people kept pouring onto the streets the further the six friends ventured inside.

“Incoming!”

The princess glanced up just a body plummeted to the ground in front of her, spraying the hem of her cloak with ribbons of greenish-grey blood. It was impossible to know what kind of creature it had been. All that remained were a few dented tentacles, oozing slowly into the dirt.

Eight tiny shoes landed on top.

Seven hells.

The friends lifted their heads in unison, but the window above them was dark—nothing but a tattered curtain blowing in the breeze. Not that it would have mattered. As soon as the beast fell, a chorus of dark laughter echoed from a tavern across the street. The princess cast a swift glance, only to see it wasn’t just the patrons doing the laughing. A table of what looked like off-duty soldiers, armed to the teeth, reveled in the grisly homicide just like everyone else.

So much for the rule of law...

“Don’t stop—we don’t want to be standing here.”

This time, it was Seth who ushered them along. His bright eyes flashed to the table of men as well before he ducked his head and kept walking, an oddly blank expression on his face.

Evie glanced once more at the eight-legged corpse before hurrying after him.

Just keep your head down, she told herself. Just keep walking.

Strangely enough, it wasn’t the murder that had unsettled her as much as the soldiers. They were a far different breed than the ones they’d fought in the forest. Not just in size and stature; it was something about the way they held themselves. Like they wouldn’t hold themselves back.

Those Carpathians hunted animals.

These ones hunted men.

Not surprisingly, she wasn’t the only one rattled by the scene. The second they rounded the corner Freya quickened her pace, falling into step by Seth’s side.

“Did you ever fight a Carpathian?” she whispered. “In the arena?”

There was no need to make the distinction. They were all thinking the same thing.

“Twice.”

Without looking away from the street, he lifted a finger to his neck and temple. Even in the shadowy moonlight, Evie could see the silver imprint of a faded scar. She stifled a shudder. Scars didn’t come easy to a shifter. And she’d recently seen exactly what that particular shifter could do.

“There’s no one watching the village,” he continued quietly, glancing back at the rest of them. “The villagers themselves are defense enough. But there are soldiers patrolling the dock.”

Ellanden and Asher nodded slowly. If they were doubting their plan, they didn’t show it. But there was a quickness to their step and a tension to their shoulders that wasn’t there a moment ago.

“It’ll be fine,” the fae said quickly when he felt the eyes of the group. Unseen behind him, a succubus plunged a dagger into a potential suitor before getting shot in the head. “This place isn’t much worse than Tarnaq and we survived that, didn’t we?”

...barely...

“There might be soldiers patrolling the docks, but the crew is most likely getting drunk in one of these taverns. As long as we can slip aboard, there’s every chance we can...” He trailed off, glancing over his shoulder as the vampire came to a sudden stop. “Ash? What’s the matter?”

Asher was frozen in the middle of the street, staring up at one of the store fronts with a peculiar expression on his face. The princess followed his gaze, then froze as well when she saw the skeleton dangling from beneath the sign. Her mouth fell open when she saw the fangs.

Holy crap.

There weren’t many things that could kill a vampire. Even a young vampire. Even a vampire as young as the one standing by her side. She shot him a sideways glance, then laced her fingers through his. No effect. Not until she gave a sharp squeeze did he snap out of his trance.

“We should, uh...we should keep moving.”

The others nodded silently, but their eyes were still glued to the sign. Staring in morbid fascination as the bones started swaying in the breeze.

“Ellanden.”

The prince jumped with a guilty flush, then snapped back into action—leading the rest of them deliberately to the other side of the street. In truth, he didn’t know what disturbed him more: the skeleton itself, or the fact that it had been inexplicably dangling from the apothecary.

Can’t believe they even have an apothecary. If something got infected, you’d think they’d just cut it off.

With as much speed as possible, the six friends continued making their way to the docks. It wasn’t easy. As the moon climbed high above them, the entire encampment was coming to life.

At first, the princess had thought the settlement was reserved exclusively for Carpathians. But as they continued making their way down to the water, she saw many other creatures as well.

Not the kind she was looking for. Not the kind she wanted to see.

It was like all the dregs of Tarnaq had ended up in one place. The worst-tempered, the most dangerous, all those special little horrors that made one’s skin crawl. They spent the days gambling and drinking in the village, then headed back to the settlement for an evening of entertainment.

In the land of the Carpathians, entertainment meant blood. And given how much blood the princess could see around her, it was truly a wonder there were any of them left.

A sudden shout echoed across the road, followed by a chorus of riotous laughter as what had started as a bar fight turned into a full-on slaughter. The instigator was quickly surrounded by a tight-knit circle, all of whom seemed intent upon doing their own bit of damage. Then a giant man stepped into the middle and ended the fight...by ripping the perpetrator in half.

Evie froze where she stood, forgetting for a moment to breathe.

Even a dozen yards away, she could feel the impact as both halves of the man fell to the pavement. The laughter swelled even louder. The crowd screamed out for more—

“Let’s keep it moving.”

She jumped a mile when a quiet voice spoke in her ear. A second later an arm appeared around her shoulder, gently yet firmly leading her away. She glanced up quickly, expecting to see Asher, and was surprised that it was Seth instead. The shifter had angled his body between her and the carnage, never breaking his stride as they continued walking up the street.

He alone didn’t look surprised by what was happening. Instead of gawking at every silent horror, he slid right through the middle—a decidedly grim expression on his face.

“Sorry,” she muttered, flushing with embarrassment. “I guess none of this is new to you.”

His eyes tightened, but he kept walking. He kept her walking as well.

“Fights like that aren’t uncommon for Carpathians,” he replied quietly. “Some people say the idea for an arena came from them.”

Evie nodded slowly, thinking this over.

She remembered her father telling her once that he’d been introduced to the Carpathian people in a remarkably similar way. It had been an off-handed comment, said without thought and prompted by an ungodly amount of alcohol. When she’d pressed further, he’d quickly shut down—flashing a tight smile and having the governess whisk her off to bed. But she’d always remember those quiet words. And she’d always remember the look on his face when he said them.

“It’s hard to believe all of this happened in ten years,” she murmured, looking around at the weather-beaten taverns, the thick grooves worn in the road. “Things used to be so different.”
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