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      Winter had arrived in Driscoll. The snow was a dense veil that blanketed the lands and masked the sounds of nature. The chirping of birds was faint, and the powdery curtain concealed steps, leaving scant traces of wildlife. Plumes of smoke blew from the chimneys of roaring fireplaces inside residences. The village had settled down, with many opting to remain inside, away from the elements. But not everything had come to a halt; life had to go on, regardless of the weather.

      The assignment given to Dahlia was to bring supplies and goods to her grandmother, who lived in a remote area of the woods and worked as an apothecary. A shudder ran down her spine as she remembered a certain tribe who lived little more than a few miles away from the village—which was another reason residents preferred to stay inside during wintertime. Even hunters were hesitant to venture into the woods.
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