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Chapter 1: The Report Card

Ethan held the report card with both hands, as if holding it too lightly might make it disappear. The paper felt heavier than it looked. Red marks circled numbers he did not want to see.

Math: D Science: C- Reading: C

His name was printed neatly at the top, but the grades below felt messy, like they didn’t belong to him. Ethan stared at them anyway, hoping they would change if he looked long enough.

Around him, the classroom buzzed with noise. Chairs scraped the floor. Kids laughed and compared scores.
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