
        
            
                
            
        


		
			Also by Shmuley Boteach

			Moses of Oxford: 
A Jewish Vision of a University and Its Life

			The Israel Warrior: 
Fighting Back for the Jewish State from Campus to Street Corner

			Parenting with Fire: 
Lighting Up the Family with Passion and Inspiration

			Lust for Love: 
Rekindling Intimacy and Passion in Your Relationship

			Kosher Emotions: 
Understand Your Emotions and Master Your Life

			Renewal: 
A Guide to the Values-Filled Life

			Kosher Sex: A Recipe for Passion and Intimacy

			10 Conversations you Need to Have with your Children

			The Broken American Male: And How to Fix Him

			The Kosher Sutra: Eight Sacred Secrets and for Reigniting Desire and Restoring Passion for Life

			10 Conversations you Need to Have with Yourself: 
A Powerful Plan for Spiritual Growth and Self Improvement

			Kosher Jesus

			Kosher Lust: Love is not the Answer

			The Fed-Up Man of Faith: 
Challenging G-d in the Face of Suffering and Tragedy

			Holocaust Holiday:
One Family’s Descent into Genocide Memory Hell

			





[image: ]





			A WICKED SON BOOK

			An Imprint of Post Hill Press

			ISBN: 978-1-64293-968-2

			ISBN (eBook): 978-1-64293-969-9

			 

			Kosher Hate:

			How to Fight Jew-Hatred, Racism, and Bigotry

			© 2021 by Rabbi Shmuley Boteach

			All Rights Reserved

			 

			Cover Design by Tiffani Shea

			 

			No part of this book may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted by any means without the written permission of the author and publisher.

			 

			[image: ] [image: ]

			 

			Post Hill Press

			New York • Nashville

			posthillpress.com

			 

			Published in the United States of America





 

			To 

			Miriam Adelson, Global matriarch of the Jewish people and great Jewish light to the world, whose generosity lifts the downtrodden everywhere.

			Nily, Simon, and Jana Falic whose love for Israel, America, and freedom, courses through their global philanthropy and veins. 

			David and Mona Sterling, loving friends who support worthy causes everywhere and whose wisdom and advice to me is never-ending.

			Without their support and others dedicated to the triumph of light over darkness, my lifelong fight against the evils of antisemitism, racism, and bigotry would not succeed. 





Introduction:

			Un-Kosher Hatred in America Today

			This book deals with a simple truth: the world will never become a better place until we resolve to fight and resist evil. The globe will never be peaceful until we are inspired to neutralize those who disturb the peace. And social cohesion will never be fully realized until those who seek to tear us apart are stopped.

			In order to achieve this goal we must begin by making some very important distinctions. We need to think about these matters in a different way from what we are accustomed to. To this end, traditional Jewish teaching is a better guide than Christianity or modern liberalism. 

			Our starting point may appear counterintuitive: Love is not always good, while hatred is not always bad. Like many other things in life, it depends on the circumstances. In what follows I will use the terms “kosher” and “un-kosher” to distinguish what is good or bad about these primary human emotions. 

			There are times when we need kosher love—the kind of love that brings us all together. And there are times when we need Kosher Hate, that is, the kind of revulsion for wickedness that causes us to say, “Enough.”

			This could not be more true than in the case of Anti-Semitism, the world’s oldest hatred, which is out of control and getting worse by the day, in the United States and elsewhere. As I write these words, in the aftermath of the recent eleven-day conflict between Israel and Hamas, Jews are being beaten in the streets of New York, assaulted in Toronto, and terrorized in Los Angeles. Friends have told me that even rabbis of orthodox congregations are advising their communities that they should not wear yarmulkes in the street as they walk to Shul. Others have told me stories of women hiding Magen Davids. 

			For me, none of this is particularly new. I spent eleven years as Rabbi to the students of Oxford University. I traveled all over Europe, where Jews are becoming a secret society, afraid to display their Jewishness in the open. We just never believed that it could happen here in the United States. 

			Even less did we believe that a man like Aaron Keyak, who served as President Biden’s Jewish liaison during his campaign, could tweet, “…if you fear for your life or physical safety take off your kippa and hide your Magen David.” Yes, an adviser to the President is reminding Jews that they are utterly powerless, and that even the most powerful man on earth cannot help them.

			I could not disagree with him more. Now more than ever, we need public displays of Jewish identity and pride.

			A few years ago I visited Paris with my wife Debbie. As we bought tickets to the Musée d’Orsay, the woman selling us the ticket asked my wife to cover her Magen David. We were aghast. She protested. “No, please, I don’t hate Jews. Quite the contrary. I love them, which is why I want to protect you. Please hide it so you don’t get hurt.”

			Here was a woman, working at the second most famous museum in Paris, telling us that Jews were going to be assaulted even in her museum. She may have had the best of intentions, but her words were a searing indictment of modern France. Forget the fact that it spoke to the French Republic’s intolerance. More importantly, it spoke to its impotence. It could not even protect people in its capital and cultural epicenter?

			Is this also going to happen in the United States? Will the most powerful country in the world succumb to anti-Jewish thuggery? Will the Jewish community surrender to Anti-Semitism? Will we teach our kids to cower in fear?

			Not if we learn to practice Kosher Hate, which I define as a firm moral determination to resist and defeat Anti-Semitism, racism, and every other form of bigotry. 

			I would say to Aaron Keyak, “Would you advise a Muslim woman to take off her hijab to be safe? Would tell a Sikh to take off his turban? Would you have had the nerve to advise an American Christian to hide his cross? If not, why would you tell Jews to hide their yarmulkes?”

			Precisely the opposite is true. Now is the time to wear our tzitzis out, to wear our kippas proudly, and to fly American and Israeli flags outside our homes. Now is the time to show courage and fearlessness. Not only so that young Jews can take pride in who they are and in the righteous democracy of Israel, but so America itself can remain the land of the free and the home of the brave. Now is the time to resist and defeat evil by inculcating within our children a moral loathing of wickedness.

			My argument in this book is simple, although I also know it will engender strong reactions. There are, in essence, two forms of hate, just as there are two forms of love. There is moral love, like that between a mother and child or husband and wife; and there is immoral love, like that between a man and his mistress. Or, infinitely more odious, like that between the German people and their Fuhrer. Likewise, there are kosher and un-kosher hate. The latter is practiced by the Klan against blacks, by Hamas against the Jews, and by terrorists against democracies. This kind of hate may be described as an irrational loathing of evil against good. But there is also a “kosher” form of hate, which I would characterize as a healthy and supremely moral impulse to prevent those who are evil from harming the righteous. Kosher Hate never allows us to be indifferent in the face of evil. It removes from us the possibility of ever being a neutral bystander. 

			It speaks volumes that when our African-American brothers and sisters watched a man killed by a bad cop in Minnesota—and for the record, I believe most cops are heroes—they marched through the streets of our nation by the tens of thousands, emboldened by an absolute refusal to put up with ongoing racial discrimination. That’s Kosher Hate in action—aimed not against Derek Chauvin himself but against institutionalized racism in our criminal justice system. 

			In the aftermath of the recent anti-Semitic attacks in New York and elsewhere, Jews rallied as well. But how did we do it? Not by marching bravely in the streets to affirm our identity and rights. Instead our mainstream communal organizations got together at the end of May and staged—get ready for this—an online rally! 

			Such timid displays of resistance will never defeat the problem of the un-kosher hatred that blames and punishes Jews here in the US for the actions of the Israeli government, which in any event are utterly righteous and just. And unless we begin to show Kosher Hate toward the perpetrators of these attacks, we risk America, in terms of anti-Semitism, becoming like Europe. 

			In the summer of 2017 I took my kids on a journey to the major Holocaust extermination and concentration sites of Europe: Poland, Slovakia, Hungary, Italy, France, and more. I chronicled that journey in my recent book Holocaust Holiday: One Family’s Descent into Genocide Memory Hell. The journey started in Berlin where, as we arrived in Tegel Airport, a security guard walked over to me to plead that I remove my young sons’ yarmulkes so that they would not get hurt. 

			Yes, we had arrived to commemorate the martyrdom of the six million only to be told that in Europe the unkosher hatred of Jews had not abated.

			America is different. It was always different. The pilgrims came here to escape Europe’s religious persecution and intolerance. Enshrined in our constitution is the freedom to worship as we are and to express ourselves as we please.

			We dishonor our Jewishness and commitment to freedom by suppressing that. And we dishonor America by hiding it.

			Now is the time for a new generation of Americans to determine that they will no longer tolerate the intolerable or accept the unacceptable. We must resist those whose irrational hatred is tearing our country apart. Beginning with those, from left to right, who are infected with the disease of anti-Semitism, the world’s oldest and most malignant prejudice. 

			Hatred of Jews has been one of the few historical constants of the last 2,500 years. Only one nation has ever been accused of murdering god. The Jews. And our inability to properly respond to so heinous a charge—how can anyone murder an infinitely powerful being?—brought centuries of devastation to our people. Then they accused us of being vampires, of murdering Christian children to suck out their blood. No other nation has faced a similar libel, which led to the spilling of rivers of Jewish blood.

			The degree of anti-Semitism ebbs and flows, often according to local conditions and the need for a scapegoat. When the Black Plague swept across Europe, Jews were often blamed. When the local economy declined, Jews were held responsible. Christians and Muslims alike have accused Jews of using the blood of children to make matzo for Passover. The sinister Russian forgery, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion, created the myth of an all-powerful Jewish cabal controlling the world. Hitler’s Mein Kampf portrayed Jews as “the symbol of all evil” and dehumanized them to the point where “ordinary” people helped him pursue a final solution to the “Jewish problem.”

			As many others have noted, the establishment of Israel was the catalyst for new outbreaks of anti-Semitism. Jew haters now use “Zionist” as a euphemism for Jews while denying their own bigoted motives. Natan Sharansky suggested a “3-D” test for differentiating legitimate criticism of Israel from anti-Semitism. The first “D” is whether Israel or its leaders are being demonized or their actions blown out of proportion. Equating Israel with Nazi Germany is one example. The second “D” is the test of double standards, as when Israel is singled out for condemnation at the United Nations for alleged human rights abuses while other nations that violate human rights on a massive scale, such as Iran, Syria, and Saudi Arabia, are not even mentioned. The third “D” is delegitimization. One may criticize Israel’s actions. But questioning its legitimacy, that is, its right to exist, is always anti-Semitic.1

			As Sharansky correctly observed, a double standard exists whereby Israel is treated differently from every other country and singled out for criticism and demonization. In the United Nations, the organization established to promote world peace, Israeli actions are routinely condemned and the perpetrators of atrocities against them ignored. According to UN Watch, between 2012 and 2020, the General Assembly voted on 180 resolutions censuring Israel compared to 45 for the rest of the world.2

			The Orwellian Human Rights Council, composed of some of the world’s worst human rights abusers, has a permanent item on the agenda for just one country. Even after terrorist groups like Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad committed war crimes by using civilians as shields and indiscriminately firing rockets at civilian neighborhoods, it was Israel the HRC accused of atrocities. The equally politicized International Criminal Court, which has no jurisdiction over Israeli actions, has likewise given itself a mandate to investigate the only democracy in the Middle East for its alleged crimes. In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, the World Health Organization found time to allow twenty-five delegations to accuse Israel of violating the health rights of Palestinians.3

			The world has settled into a comfortable routine whereby terrorists attack Israel, the Israelis respond, and an outburst of anti-Semitism follows. 

			Over ten days beginning May 9, 2021, more than 4,000 rockets were fired at Tel Aviv, Sderot, Ashkelon, and other communities within their range. The terrorists know that Israel is expected to fight an antiseptic war that does no damage and kills no civilians. They use civilians as shields while firing rockets from residential neighborhoods, storing weapons in schools and mosques, and building tunnels under apartment buildings, which inevitably results in civilian deaths when Israel legitimately targets them. The result is that more Palestinians die in battles with Israel than Israelis. This imbalance is unfairly described as disproportional. 

			The publicity of the loss of innocent life predictably sets off new outbursts of anti-Semitism. During and after Israel’s operation in Gaza, rallies were held around the world, not to protest the indiscriminate shelling of Israelis, but to condemn Israel for having the chutzpah to fight back.

			Even before the war in Gaza, anti-Jewish violence has been rising in the US. There were the horrific attacks on the Tree of Life synagogue in 2018 and the Poway Chabad in 2019. Vandalism of Jewish institutions has become common. Jews have been attacked on the streets of New York, in Jewish neighborhoods like Crown Heights and the tourist mecca of Times Square in the heart of Manhattan. During the fighting in Gaza in May the ADL reported 131 anti-Semitic incidents. The following week the number grew to 193, including one in which a group of pro-Palestinian men in cars started throwing bottles at Jews dining at a Sushi restaurant in Los Angeles while yelling “dirty Jew” and other slurs. Five people were injured in the attack.4

			Anti-Semitism is ever-present but has become increasingly overt and tolerated. In Europe, the situation is so bad that serious people question whether Jews have any future there. Jews have felt compelled to hide their Judaism, to remove yarmulkes, Stars of David, or anything that identifies them as Jews for fear of being attacked.

			One 2018 survey found that 40 percent of European Jews were considering emigrating, with two-thirds saying they would go to Israel. In Germany, the figure increased from 25 percent to 44 percent in the last five years. The situation was most frightening in France, where 80 percent of Jews said anti-Semitism had “increased a lot.” Overall, 28 percent of European Jews (41percent of Germans) said they had experienced anti-Semitic harassment over the preceding twelve months, including “offensive and threatening comments, offensive gestures or offensive comments on social media.” The respondents said 30 percent of the perpetrators were “someone with an extremist Muslim view” and 21 percent were “someone with a leftwing political view.”5

			The growth of anti-Semitism has many causes. In Europe, an uninhibited far right political movement has gained legitimacy and a place in some parliaments. Neo-Nazis remain on the fringe but are increasingly vocal. A few weeks after my family visited Berlin in 2017, 500 neo-Nazis held a march commemorating the death of former Hitler deputy Rudolf Hess. 

			The large-scale migration of Muslims from the Middle East has also had a deleterious impact. While most European Muslims are inoffensively going about their lives, extremists have proliferated and are responsible for much of the violence directed at Jews.

			While there is no talk among American Jews of mass migration, the statistics are equally grim. In a 2021 poll, the ADL found that 63 percent of American Jews either experienced or witnessed some form of anti-Semitism in the last five years, up from 54 percent a year ago. One-fourth said they had been targeted and 9 percent said they had been physically attacked in this period.6

			Some have blamed former President Donald Trump for fueling this atmosphere through his seeming tolerance for racial bigots, starting with his comment that there were “very fine people” on both sides following a violent rally of far-right extremists in Charlottesville. That event included a march by white supremacists chanting, “Jews will not replace us.” He later refused to condemn groups like the Proud Boys and QAnon conspiracists. 

			Trump may indeed have been too slow to condemn these white nationalists—or his words may have been taken out of context. Yet it is hard to make the charge of anti-Semitism stick. Not only are his son-in-law and grandchildren Jewish, but many American Jews, myself included, have praised him as the most pro-Israel president in American history. 

			After all, it was Trump who recognized Israeli sovereignty over Jerusalem and the Golan Heights and moved the U.S. Embassy to Israel’s capital, overcoming decades of State Department opposition. Trump also pulled out of the catastrophic Iran nuclear deal, which was negotiated by Barack Obama despite Iran’s stated intention to annihilate Israel, and took a more confrontational approach to that nation, which has threatened Israel with genocide.

			He also took important steps to fight anti-Semitism at home and abroad. He appointed Elan Carr as special envoy to monitor and combat anti-Semitism and he proved to be one of, if not the most effective person to hold the position at the State Department. Under Carr, the Department encouraging other governments and international organizations to use the working definition of anti-Semitism adopted by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). A dozen countries adopted or endorsed it on his watch.

			Trump also addressed the problem of anti-Semitism on college campuses, and the unwillingness of university administrators to confront the issue, by issuing an executive order to amend Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, which “prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, and national origin in programs and activities receiving Federal financial assistance.” The order said, “It shall be the policy of the executive branch to enforce Title VI against prohibited forms of discrimination rooted in anti-Semitism as vigorously as against all other forms of discrimination prohibited by Title VI” and, in seeking evidence of discrimination, agencies enforcing the act should consider the IHRA working definition of anti-Semitism.7

			Meanwhile, the anti-Semitic attacks we’ve seen in 2021 are not coming from white racists but from pro-Hamas and pro-Palestinian mobs. Which simply goes to show that Jews are being pincered from two extremes.

			One of the most dangerous emerging movements is QAnon. People who support QAnon accept a variety of conspiracy theories, including that a “Deep State” operates a global sex-trafficking ring. According to the ADL, “Several aspects of QAnon lore mirror longstanding anti-Semitic tropes. The belief that a global ‘cabal’ is involved in rituals of child sacrifice has its roots in the anti-Semitic trope that Jews murder Christian children for ritualistic purposes. In addition, QAnon has a deep-seated hatred for George Soros, a name that has become synonymous with perceived Jewish meddling in global affairs. And QAnon’s ongoing obsession with a global elite of bankers also has deeply anti-Semitic undertones.”8

			A poll by the Public Religion Research Institute (PRRI) found that 15 percent of Americans and 23 percent of Republicans agree with QAnon’s contention that “the government, media, and financial worlds in the U.S. are controlled by a group of Satan-worshipping pedophiles who run a global child sex trafficking operation.”9 

			Extrapolating from this data, Hannah Sparks noted in the New York Post that “An estimated 30 million Americans are praying at the altar of Q” which means “QAnon has more followers in America than Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism combined.”10

			While individuals from the radical right were responsible for some of the most heinous acts of anti-Semitism, such as the gunman who killed 11 people at the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, the extreme left has also become more openly anti-Semitic. Worse, this un-kosher hatred of Jews on the left has been legitimized by mainstream politicians. 

			The most blatant examples are Democratic congresswomen Rashid Tlaib (D-MI) and Ilhan Omar (D-MN), who have made what many Jewish leaders consider to be anti-Semitic comments but have been shielded by their party. In 2019, after Omar was criticized for making such remarks, the House considered a resolution to condemn anti-Semitism. But after push-back from progressives the resolution that ultimately passed was a catchall rejection of “hateful expressions of intolerance” citing a number of types of bigotry. 

			After Hamas started a war by launching more than 4,000 rockets at Jerusalem, Tlaib, Omar, and a number of other Democrats called on President Biden to cut off aid to Israel, to stop the transfer of weapons to Israel, and to demand that Israel stop defending its citizens. Omar, for example, tweeted, “Israeli air strikes killing civilians in Gaza is an act of terrorism….It’s unconscionable to not condemn these attacks on the week of Eid.”11 She would later accuse Israel and the United States of committing the same human rights abuses as Hamas and the Taliban.

			Following her comments during the fighting AIPAC placed an ad for an online petition with a picture of Omar against a backdrop of Hamas rocket fire. I was astonished when AIPAC was attacked by Democratic leaders, though given their prior unwillingness to take action against her I should not have been.12

			The fact that anti-Semitism is accepted in the halls of Congress has helped normalize Jew-hatred nationwide. 

			Then there is Hollywood. One would have thought that in this most secular of bastions the Jewish State, with its emphasis on freedom, democracy, religious liberty, women’s rights, and LGBTQ rights, it would receive the backing of our culture’s most influential personalities. Nothing could be further from the truth.

			This past summer Israel fought a genocidal enemy in Hamas, a bloodthirsty death cult with a charter calling for the extermination of Jews wherever they may be found, including in the United States, Europe, and Australia. Hamas aids and abets honor killings of Palestinian women whose only crime is to have a boyfriend. They slaughter LGBT Palestinians. They are ruthless and brutal to the wider Palestinian population, robbing them of the international funds sent to give them a better life and using them instead to fire rockets at Jews in order to murder as many of them as they can.

			You would think that the choice between good and evil here would be stark and direct and that the world would stand with Israel. But in Hollywood precisely the opposite is true, as Israel is now portrayed as trying to “erase” the Palestinian people.

			Take the example of Mohamed Hadid, the multi-millionaire father of supermodels Bella and Gigi Hadid, all of whom regularly vilify Israel to their tens of millions of followers on Instagram. In May he actually wrote, “No one should be allowed to erase a race… you can’t close your eyes… the Pope did in WW1 and WW!! And the rest of the world stood by silently….”

			Hadid shockingly compares the holocaust of six million Jews to Israel fighting back, reluctantly and with remarkable restraint, against the Hamas rockets intent on murdering children. It takes incredible audacity to accuse the Jews of genocide for merely defending themselves. This anti-Semitic blood libel should be rejected by all who value truth and human rights. Instead, the blood libel is spreading. 

			Hadid’s daughters, Bella and Gigi, joined by the singer Dua Lipa, who is purportedly dating their brother, have become an unholy trinity of terror-splaining It-girls engaged in outright demonization of Israel and the Jewish people. 

			Speaking to their nearly one hundred million followers on social media, they have vilified the Jewish State with an all-consuming hatred. They accuse Israel—a nation built in large part by holocaust survivors—of ethnic cleansing, even though millions of Jews in Israel descend from refugees savagely forced out of every Arab land. They condemn Israel for the military checkpoints that were erected only after 700 innocent Israeli Jews and Arabs were blown to bits by suicide bombers on buses and in cafés, many of them sent by Hamas. They call Israel an Apartheid state, even though it is the only country in world history to airlift Africans into freedom and sets the standard for multi-racial and multi-cultural coexistence, with millions of Christians, Muslims, and Jews—black and white—living side by side and working together as doctors, teachers, and soldiers. 

			If Bella, Gigi, and Dua cared about Palestinians, they’d condemn Hamas, whose brutality toward women and tolerance for honor killings of Palestinian girls is an abomination. They’d demand Hamas stop its use of children as human shields for military stockpiles and rocket launch-pads, cease its regular murders of LGBT Palestinians, and reverse their denial of the Palestinian people’s right to elections, after fourteen autocratic years. 

			Worst of all, they make themselves apologists for the genocidal aspirations of Hamas, which seeks nothing less than a second holocaust: 1,800 shrapnel-packed rockets should be more than enough to prove they mean it. 

			Americans are used to seeing shallow celebrities embarrass themselves with their political ignorance. But serving as apologists for genocidal terrorists takes celebrity abasement to a whole new level. 

			One of the driving forces of the new left-wing anti-Semitism, in Hollywood as well as on college campuses, is intersectionality. According to Mitchell Bard, this academic term “refers to the idea that race, class, gender, and other individual characteristics “intersect” with one another and overlap, and that all injustices are interconnected. Women and minorities (theoretically including Jews, but in certain instances excluding them) are seen as victims of white oppression.”13 Supporters of the Palestinians have linked their plight to that of other oppressed groups and succeeded in building anti-Israel coalitions with a range of progressive activist groups, including Jewish ones such as Jewish Voice for Peace and IfNotNow. Ziva Dahl, a fellow with the Haym Salomon Center, noted that, “Today, to the sanctimonious social justice warrior, Jews are part of the oppressor class.”14

			Among the most prominent of the social justice activists are the Black Lives Matter and Women’s movements. Both are needed for important social change. Blacks Lives Matter has especially impressed me with its unapologetic demand that African-American lives be treated with the dignity they have always deserved, and rarely received. As a father of six daughters, I also care deeply about women’s rights. But as a Rabbi I must ask myself, how is it that both movements have become infected by elements of anti-Semitism?

			The Black Lives Matter movement is comprised of many good people seeking to improve the lives of African-Americans and lobby for police reform. Unfortunately, some of its leadership have become virulently anti-Israel. They were behind the platform released in 2016 by the Movement for Black Lives (part of the BLM coalition) that said, “The U.S. justifies and advances the global war on terror via its alliance with Israel and is complicit in the genocide taking place against the Palestinian people.” The platform also compared Israel to Afrikaner South Africa, endorsed the BDS movement, and condemned Israeli settlements.15 Speaking on a panel at Harvard Law School in 2015, Black Lives Matter co-founder Patrisse Cullors said activists should “step up boldly and courageously to end the imperialist project that’s called Israel.”16

			I have spent my life working on Black-Jewish brotherhood. So I invited Blacks Lives Matter co-founder Alicia Garza to our annual World Values Network 2021 Gala as an honoree for everything she does to promote racial justice. She accepted but then came under ferocious pressure from virulent Israel haters like Linda Sarsour to cancel. Two weeks before the event she withdrew in a very public way. I thereupon wrote her an open letter thanking her for initially accepting the award and saluting her efforts in fighting racial injustice and prejudice. I noted that I too had been criticized by many of my fellow Jews for hosting the Rev. Al Sharpton on a solidarity mission to Israel, as well as for offering her an award at the gala. Financial funders withdrew support. In both instances, the complaint was about alleged support for anti-Semitism.

			I then lamented her cancellation after being “made aware” of our “political positions,” a decision I attributed to the direct influence of Sarsour who publicly thanked her for withdrawing. And I expressed my deep concern that Black Lives Matter activists were being influenced by those with an un-kosher hatred of Israel and the Jewish people.

			In my letter I explained that I had met Sarsour in 2016 on the Steve Harvey Show, where we had what I called “a warm and extremely civilized dialogue about Jewish and Islamic relations.” 

			I could, therefore, hardly believe how she had no issue becoming quickly radicalized against the Jewish community. In April 2017, Linda spoke alongside Rasmea Odeh at a dinner and told the audience that she was “honored to be on this stage with Rasmea,” a member of the PFLP convicted in 1969 for her involvement in the bombing of an Israeli supermarket, an event that took the lives of two young students and maimed nine more. … 

			That day Linda also extended her gratitude to her “favorite person in this room, Imam Siraj Wahhaj,” a man known for hateful views toward the LGBTQ community, what he calls “a disease of this society.” In 1992, Imam Wahhaj expressed his desire to burn down a gay-friendly mosque in Toronto, if only he could. His admonition of “woe to the Muslims who pick kafirs [non-Muslims] for friends” implies that Wahhaj is no fan of peaceful coexistence either, a fact I find surprising considering that Linda holds “radical love” to be a tenet of her faith, which most certainly is in normative Islam.

			No wonder that in August 2020, President Biden explicitly condemned Linda Sarsour, stating that as a longtime supporter of Israel “he obviously condemns [her] views and opposes BDS, as does the Democratic platform. She has no role in the Biden campaign whatsoever.”

			Here is a direct example of a woman and co-founder of Black Lives Matter, fighting for racial justice being influenced by those with an un-kosher agenda to equate the struggle for black civil rights in America—and by extension the terrorists of Hamas—with that of Palestinians who deny Israel’s right to exist. 

			There is, of course, no comparison between the two phenomena. Hamas is a fanatical death cult and terrorist organization that rules Gaza through corruption and fear. BLM is a peaceful and legitimate civil rights movement with broad democratic support. The error of some BLM activists in equating them led to the strange phenomenon of watching BLM fail to condemn the indiscriminate launching of rockets at Israeli towns and villages. Thus, BLM tweeted on May 17, 2021, “Black Lives Matter stands in solidarity with Palestinians. We are a movement committed to ending settler colonialism in all forms and will continue to advocate for Palestinian liberation.”17 The response from the BDS movement was indicative of its intersectional approach: “Thank you for your solidarity. From Ferguson to Palestine, our struggles against racism, white supremacy and for a just world are united!”18

			It is my hope that members and supporters of BLM will read this book, learn the facts about the Middle East conflict, and understand why Hamas, not Israel or Jews, is the proper object of their Kosher Hate. 

			Meanwhile, BLM leaders have appeared on podiums with Nation of Islam founder Louis Farrakhan, who continues his unabashed anti-Semitic rants. ADL calls him “quite possibly America’s most popular anti-Semite” because of the large crowds he attracts that often include prominent politicians and celebrities. In one speech, Farrakhan denounced “Satanic Jews” and said, “White folks are going down, and Satan is going down, and Farrakhan by God’s grace has pulled the cover off of that Satanic Jew—and I’m here to say, your time is up.”19 BLM leaders have not condemned or distanced themselves from this kind of rhetoric.

			Sadly, the women’s movement has also in part been hijacked by anti-Semites. In 2017, organizers of Chicago’s Dyke March asked three participants carrying LGBT pride flags with a Star of David over the traditional rainbow to leave because the flags “made people feel unsafe” and the march was “anti-Zionist.”20 Two years later, at the DC Dyke March, self-proclaimed anti-Zionists from the radical Jewish organization IfNotNow said they were banning “Israeli flags, as well as flags that resemble Israeli flags, such as a pride flag with a Star of David in the middle.”21

			Three of the leaders of the Women’s March movement that emerged after the election of Donald Trump were associated with Farrakhan and had also made anti-Semitic remarks. Two were ultimately forced to leave the board as an apparent result of internal conflicts over the role of Jewish feminists in the movement—Tamika Mallory, an African-American, and the aforementioned Linda Sarsour. The third, Latina activist Carmen Perez-Jordan, remained.22 It remains to be seen whether the intersectional perspective—with its un-kosher hatred of Jews and “toxic” white males—will ultimately prevail on the left. But at this point it seems likely that it will.

			Given the acceptance of anti-Semitism in the progressive movement, it should not be a surprise that many college campuses are hotbeds of Jew-hatred. Though some people think it’s new, this has been a problem for decades as university administrations have long been willing to tolerate anti-Semitism under the guise of “academic freedom.” This is the only form of bigotry permitted on campus, however, as racism, homophobia, Islamophobia, sexism and every other form of discrimination are considered taboo. As long as you use the word “Israel” instead of “Jew,” there are no holds barred. 

			Growing numbers of Jewish students report having experienced anti-Semitism on campus. It does not always take the form of vandalism or offensive comments; Jewish students now often find themselves ostracized by their peers for the crime of supporting Israel. Many professors also use their classrooms, their departments, and their professional associations to advance anti-Israel agendas. 

			Professor Cary Nelson, a former president of the American Association of University Professors said, “This national effort to organize an entire academic discipline -- its teaching, research, policies and administration -- around anti-Zionism represents a new and dangerous phase in the politicization of the academy.” Anti-Israel group think has become the norm in Middle East Studies departments and many Modern Language, Anthropology, and American Studies programs. 

			Anti-Israel students who veer into anti-Semitism also appear to be a growing problem. Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP) has become the most ubiquitous group on campus. Though typically small in number, they have been exceptionally successful in building coalitions with other “progressive” groups, including Jewish ones who give a phony kosher stamp of approval to their anti-Israel views. 

			Jewish students see their Hillels and dorm rooms vandalized, receive phony eviction notices meant to be comparable to what happens to Palestinians, walk through mock checkpoints, and have their speakers shouted down. On more than one hundred campuses each year, Palestinians hold what amounts to Israel Hate Weeks, with speakers, films and other events devoted to demonizing Jews and Israel. Faculty and administrators are typically silent as these events take place.

			Perhaps the single most prevalent global manifestation of modern anti-Semitism is the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement (BDS), which is reminiscent of the Nazi boycott of the Jews in the 1930s. Defenders claim it is a nonviolent means of protesting Israel’s control of the West Bank, but its founders and most prominent adherents explicitly state that its goal is the destruction of Israel. 

			Perhaps the greatest difference in the anti-Semitism of today from that of the past is the power of social media to reach tens of millions of people simultaneously with expressions of bigotry. Anti-Semitic web sites, Twitter handles, Facebook pages, and YouTube videos proliferate at an exponential rate, and even as some platforms have taken measures to bar anti-Semitic content, they have done a lousy job and are, in any event, faced with a situation whereby every page they shut down is quickly replaced by another. The ADL reported, for example, that it found 17,000 mentions of the words “Hitler Was Right” on Twitter in the week of May 7 alone.23

			Sadly, the Jewish community is not doing enough to fight anti-Semitism. Millions of dollars are being donated by philanthropists to organizations that have proved ineffectual in part because of their fear of offending people they see as natural allies, typically liberal Democrats. 

			While some Jews are willing to stand up to the anti-Semites, the institutions of Jewish communal life have been AWOL. When a rally was organized in NY during the May 2021 war in Gaza, the major Jewish organizations declined to participate. It is all too reminiscent of the 1930s and 40s when some Jews tried to organize a campaign to convince Roosevelt to save European Jewry: the Jewish “establishment” either remained silent, hoped that quiet diplomacy would work, or were afraid to offend the president.

			It will take more than words, however, to fight the anti-Semites and racial bigots in our midst. It will take the application of Kosher Hate described in the following pages.





Chapter 1:

			What is Kosher Hate?

			In 1999, I was invited to address a conference in Cape Town, South Africa, as part of the World Presidents’ Organization. One of the sessions was held on Robben Island, where Nelson Mandela and his compatriots were imprisoned for many years. Many of the black prisoners returned to the island with us and recalled what it was like. Then, suddenly, a white man with a goatee and tattoos up and down his arms got up to address the crowd.

			What was he doing there?

			As I recall, he started his story with this: “In the 1970s, I was a white police officer working for the South African government. I was sent to quiet a black uprising in one of the townships. To teach them a lesson, I ordered my men to torch a home filled with children, killing nine of them. I was arrested, tried, and sentenced to life imprisonment. With the arrival of the black African government, I went before The Truth and Reconciliation Commission, chaired by Archbishop Desmond Tutu, confessed my crimes, and was released. What I did was something that I will regret for the rest of my life.” Tears were streaming down his cheeks.

			To my amazement, hundreds of people who were in the room with me gave him a standing ovation. I was disgusted. I raised my hand and he called on me.

			“I will not rise for you sir,” I said, “and I find this standing ovation an insult to decency. You, sir, are a mass murderer and murder is not something you can simply regret, recant, and become a hero for. People regret things in life like the fact that they lost money in the stock market not that they killed nine children. You, sir, are evil, and you deserve our contempt, not our applause.”

			He was stunned by my words. One of Mandela’s closest friends, who had been with him in prison for several years, a relatively young man, rose to his defense. “Your sentiments, Rabbi, are due to the fact that Jews find it difficult to forgive. Indeed, in the entire Hebrew language, there is not a single word for forgiveness.”

			Whoa, I didn’t expect a response that bordered on anti-Semitism.

			I rose again. “You are wrong, sir,” I replied. “In fact, the Hebrew language has three words for forgiveness: selicha, mechila, and kapparah. The essence of forgiveness is that an individual is so valuable that we allow them the opportunity to start afresh after error. But, since repentance is based on recognizing the infinite value of human life, its premise cannot be simultaneously undermined by offering it to those who have irretrievably debased human life.”

			I sat down again to hushes and hisses. I had articulated a vision of Kosher Hate, a moral revulsion for evil, and had made myself immensely unpopular by doing so. But what I expressed was not my opinion but Jewish doctrine. There can be no clemency for terrorists, as in this case, or mass murder. Judaism allows no forgiveness for people who murder innocent children. And while some—including the great Nazi hunter, Simon Wiesenthal—would say that it’s up to the victim to decide whether to forgive, I believe that life comes from God. It does not belong to man. And it is only for God to decide.

			For a murderer to repent in public and achieve instant absolution is an affront to everything forgiveness stands for. That’s why we should feel no guilt for our feelings of revulsion toward terrorists. There are some offenses for which there is no forgiveness, some borders whose transgression society cannot tolerate under any circumstances. Mass murder is foremost among them. Hatred has its place.

			Evil Today

			Indeed, our refusal to hate evil accounts for why it remains so widespread today. The history of the modern world is a history of genocide and the indiscriminate slaughter of innocent men, women, and children. Historian Paul Johnson estimates that at least one hundred million civilians were murdered in the twentieth century alone by murderous tyrants. This is a staggering number. The world could not summon enough hatred of these dictators, or their bloodlust, to stop them and bring them to justice.

			Depressingly, the trend has continued into the twenty-first century. Seventy years after Hitler’s demise, madmen still run countries, gas their own people; torture men, women, and children; and fill mass graves with the bodies of innocents. Amid the world’s protests of “Never Again!” and the ratification of the treaty against genocide that was supposed to commit the great powers to stopping mass murder, no fewer than five genocides have occurred since World War II. Perhaps as many as 5.4 million people were killed in the civil war in the Congo, two million Cambodians were murdered by the Khmer Rouge, 800,000 Tutsis died at the hands of machete-wielding Hutus in Rwanda, tens of thousands of Bosnian Muslims were ethnically cleansed by the Serbs, and at least 400,000 poor, black Africans were slaughtered by the Islamic Janjaweed militias in Sudan.

			Now another genocide is taking place before our eyes in Syria. Since 2011, dictator Bashar Assad has murdered more than 600,000 Syrians and notoriously used chemical weapons against his own people. Other than the single missile strike launched by the United States following one of these chemical attacks, the world has been a bystander.

			Instead of “Never Again!” the reality has been “Again and Again!”

			This is evil on a macro level. But of course, it also flourishes at the micro level. According to the FBI, in 2019, the United States had more than 1.2 million violent crimes—murder, rape, robbery, pedophilia, and aggravated assault. More than 16,000 people were murdered and nearly 140,000 raped.

			Could this really be happening in our supposedly advanced societies? How can murder and mayhem continue unabated on this scale in an age of moral progress and technological sophistication? And why does humanity do so little to stop it? We have made great strides in conquering disease, poverty, and even gravity. Yet we have failed to purge the world of awful people who perpetrate the most heinous crimes.

			This lack of seriousness about confronting evil was exemplified for me when millions of people, including many who supported the Iraq War, seemed to find the photograph of a captured Saddam Hussein cowering in his skivvies amusing. There was nothing funny about seeing the Butcher of Baghdad, a man who had killed more than a million people—thousands with poison gas—dragged out of a hole in his underwear. Rather than giggles, the mere sight of him should have produced profound revulsion.

			Jokes about evil people have become routine and have contributed to a widespread normalization of our feelings toward it. Saturday Night Live featured skits with comic conversations between Saddam and bin Laden well after 9/11. The question is not whether such humor is in bad taste, or even whether it is funny. The issue is that we have been programmed to trivialize evil. We laugh because our visceral abhorrence of evil is gone.

			We live in a world that idolizes peace and tranquility. Men who are seen as belligerent warmongers, such as former President George W. Bush, are reviled around the world, while ostensible peacemakers, such as the Scandinavians and the UN Secretary-General, are far more popular. After the attacks of 9/11, the United States and its military were scorned for launching a global war on terror while countries known for their amity such as Canada continued to be loved and respected. For example, between 2002 and 2007, positive views of the United States declined in twenty-six of the thirty-three nations surveyed by Pew. In 2006, thirteen of fifteen countries said the U.S. presence in Iraq was an equal or greater danger to stability in the Middle East than the Iranian regime. Majorities in nineteen of twenty-four countries surveyed had little or no confidence in President George W. Bush.24

			Ronald Reagan was widely ridiculed for calling the Soviet Union an “evil empire.” Sophisticated people in Western countries considered this a simplistic view of the world. Nevertheless, he was right. Similarly, George W. Bush was criticized for referring to rogue regimes as “evildoers.” He correctly identified Iran, Iraq, and North Korea as an “axis of evil” for their barbaric mistreatment of their own citizens and malevolent activities beyond their borders. Bush, a man of faith who saw the world through the biblical prism of right and wrong, had no qualms about labeling Saddam Hussein evil and battling him to the death.

			Secular Europe, along with American “liberal progressives,” lacking absolute standards of morality, can only see through the lens of an abstract universalism where no value system is better than another and human rights trumps national interests. At least that is what they profess. In practice they vilify whatever they find personally objectionable, reserving the worst condemnations for their own Western traditions of capitalism, colonialism, and Judeo-Christian faith.

			As an American who travels abroad a great deal, I have experienced the widespread disdain for Americans whom many believe are unthinking, uncompassionate bullies. The world loves American culture but dislikes its leaders because they are seen as initiating or escalating violence too often in the name of defending the parochial interests of the United States. America, the warrior nation, is rejected by a world that worships peace.

			In ages past, the man who was prepared to face the dangers of the battlefield in the service of his country was considered a glorious hero. The threat of war was constant, and each country valued its strong men—its Hectors and William Wallaces—who they could rely on to defend its vital interests and national freedoms. Nowadays, thanks to increased communication, prosperity, and common understanding of the harms of war, we no longer see the point. Historically, war was seen as an unavoidable part of expanding civilization, today’s modern world appears to have become so much safer and more stable, if for no other reason than the proliferation of nuclear weapons, and for the first time in history we can seriously entertain the idea that warfare and large-scale violence may soon be obsolete. Many feel secure enough to push their governments to negotiate away their nuclear arsenals in the hope they will ban war forever. Why, some ask, can’t America be like everyone else and just live in peace?

			Part of the problem is that Americans still have not recovered from the “Vietnam syndrome” and the sense that we squandered our time, talent, and treasure on a pointless cause that cost more than 58,000 lives and accomplished nothing. Since then, the United States has fought another seemingly meaningless war to remove Saddam Hussein from power in Iraq to prevent his use of what turned out to be nonexistent weapons of mass destruction. Now, we are mired in our longest war yet in Afghanistan, nearly twenty years, for the ostensible purpose of preventing terrorism. In each case, we have a good reason to hate our enemy but it is unsatisfying if we fail to vanquish them or if the cost seems to greatly outweigh the benefit.

			Is it any wonder that today’s heroes are not military leaders but conciliators and pacifists like Pope Francis and the Dalai Lama who represent utopian hopes for a world without war?

			People who are backwards enough to remain involved in the activity of war are seen as losers doing an unsavory job—like garbage collectors, only not as necessary—and with any luck, will soon be obsolete. Yes, most Americans still have deep respect for our military. But it’s the kind of respect that leads to a detached adulation rather than emulation.

			Ignoring Hate

			Few people believe the problems of the world can be solved by armed conflict and violence, and fewer still advocate it. Repeatedly, we hear that the trouble with the world today is that there is not enough love when, in reality, we lack sufficient hate.

			The problem comes down to our denial that evil exists. Or rather, we have reduced it to a psychological defect. Evil is not seen as an irreducible moral problem that is inseparable from human nature. It is seen as an irrational and unenlightened hatred of the Other. As such, we view it not as something to oppose and defeat but as something to understand and treat with therapy or psychiatric medication. In fact, the truly moral response to the problem of evil is not understanding and treatment. It is hate.

			Even as “hate of hatred” achieves a position of bizarre prominence in our political discourse, we must be aware that banishing hate from our vocabulary also means that we are banishing a consciousness of evil. The proper response to evil cannot be indifference. It must be hatred.

			Evil currently stalks the earth because we do not hate it enough to fight and eradicate it. People with a commitment to ethics and morality are afraid to hate because they think it is like a poison that will get into their system and corrupt them. They are unaware that their unwillingness to despise those who engage in heinous acts of cruelty and murder renders them indifferent to evil.

			What few realize is that the hate of hatred itself is mostly a Christian idea that Judaism would reject. Many Jews have even adopted this secularized Christian idea that hate is not a moral virtue but a defect.

			My Christian brothers expect that religion will provide comfort in the face of life’s more troublesome metaphysical problems. That is why they are told to exercise love in the face of evil. The tension of perpetual hate—a possible response—is too difficult to live with. Love is a release. It is the great all-curing nostrum of Christianity, the world’s religion of salvation and comfort. So the Christian response to evil treatment is to turn the other cheek. The Jewish response to evil is somewhat different: evil is to be hated and fought until it is destroyed.

			We do not teach our children to refrain from stealing because they might get caught. Rather, we teach them that theft is fundamentally wrong, even if they can get away with it. Humans, with the exception of psychopaths, have an innate sense of right and wrong, and every human has an inherent feeling for when they are mistreated. Such moral sentiments aren’t logical but physical. We feel them in our guts. We should never seek to undermine this natural human revulsion against injustice that is wired into our genes. Upon such feelings are just societies built.

			It was the American loathing for taxation without representation—the innate feeling that the colonists were being treated unfairly—that led to the rebellion against Britain. It was a visceral hatred of slavery that drove the abolitionist movement and resulted in a bloody civil war. It was a hatred for the horrors of segregation and apartheid that led Martin Luther King, Jr. and Nelson Mandela to inspire both indignation and action to combat those unjust systems.

			Justice is not a cultural construct. Neither is it a human invention imposed upon the members of society so they will treat each other with fairness. Justice was not created by men for some utilitarian end. Rather, justice is essential to human nature.

			I am not the one who determines good and evil and I disagree with the teachings of St. Augustine who said that evil was “merely a name for the absence of good.” The Ten Commandments explicitly define right and wrong—some as it relates to the relationship between humans and God, and others between humans. These are universal norms that underpin the foundations of America’s democracy. It was for this reason that they enshrined their values not in dogma, but in a code of civil law that we call the U.S. Constitution. Every culture, ethnicity, and religion recognize the values expressed in the Ten Commandments that establish which is good and which is sinful. There is not a single culture that believes adultery, murder, or thievery are okay.

			Without such absolutes in determining good and evil, everything becomes relative. As a result it is increasingly hard to pass judgment on people’s behavior. But modern liberals seemingly prefer this vacuous code of relativity to the “simplicity” of absolutes, which they contend do not consider the possibility that moral questions are not always black and white.

			Though the left tends to be more vocal, it is a mistake to believe, however, that liberal thinking dominates the world or even the United States—though it may sometimes seem that way. Gallup polls in early 2020 found that 34 percent of respondents called themselves conservative, 36 percent moderate, and only 26 percent liberal.25

			America is actually a very religious country. But it is split on the role that the Bible should play in society. A 2020 Pew study found that 49 percent of adults (only 31 percent of Jews) believe it should have “a great deal” or “some” influence, and 28 percent of those think the Bible should take precedence over the will of the people. The other half of the public wants the Bible to have little or no influence on U.S. law. More than 40 percent of Americans (52 percent of Jews) see a conflict between their religious beliefs and American culture.26 Hence, it is not surprising that it is difficult to get Americans to accept divine guidance for determining good and evil.

			The essence of religion is submission to God’s will and the practice of ethical norms.

			Monotheism is not enough. Ethics are not enough. You need what the noted Jewish thinker, author, and talk show host Dennis Prager refers to as ethical monotheism, which he says means two things: 

			There is one God from whom emanates one morality for all humanity. 

			God’s primary demand of people is that they act decently toward one another. 

			An ethical system without moral absolutes based on divine instruction will always be compromised. And a divine system that is not rooted in moral absolutes is compromised. The atheist has no such system and various “isms”—communism, fascism, Nazism—base their morality, or more often immorality, on the dogmatic ideologies of their leaders.

			How Evil Does Evil Need To Be

			Don’t misunderstand me. I do not believe that all expressions of evil are equal. Adultery, for example, involves moral deception, trickery, the breaking of promises, and is absolutely shattering to the person cheated on. America has a long history of leaders who have been guilty of adultery, either in or out of office, including Eisenhower, JFK, LBJ, Clinton, and Trump. Being an adulterer does not make you a terrible person, it makes you an awful partner. The transgression is between them and their God and their families. Appalling as this behavior is, what a person, even a world leader, does in their personal life is not remotely equivalent to a leader engaged in genocide.

			The Bible goes beyond defining what evil is; it commands us to hate it. Indeed, it is the only thing the Bible instructs its followers to hate. In Psalms 5:5 we read, “The foolish shall not stand in thy sight: thou hatest all workers of iniquity.” Psalms 97:10 says, “Ye that love the Lord, hate evil.” Isaiah 5:20 warns, “Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil.” Similarly, Amos calls on us to “Hate the evil, and love the good.” King Solomon says in the Book of Proverbs that hatred of evil is a prerequisite for fearing God and not just loving Him. He says that he hates “pride and arrogance, evil behavior, and perverse speech.”

			The Bible also teaches us that God is capable of hatred, having destroyed the world in the great flood, the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah, and the army of Pharaoh. In warning the Jews not to worship other gods, Moses explains that by worshipping their gods other nations do all kinds of detestable things the Lord hates. The example he gives is God’s hatred of the Canaanites who “even burn their sons and daughters in the fire as sacrifices to their gods.”

			This Kosher Hate is what I insist is required to rid the world of evil. To be sure there must, first and foremost, be love for the victims of injustice. But without a simultaneous hatred for the perpetrators, we will not be motivated to fight evil until it is eradicated.

			Kosher Hate is not an extremist ideology. This is not another name for Manichaeism. The Manicheans believed in absolute dualism between light, which is good, and darkness, which is evil. Kosher Hate is only absolute in its hatred of evil and does not follow the beliefs of an absolute dualism of light and dark. As the Jewish intellectual Todd Gitlin wrote in Tablet magazine, the world has suffered, and continues to suffer, from dualism under different guises: “Colonial versus anticolonial; capitalist versus proletarian; Communist versus capitalist; ‘Aryan’ versus Jew – these lethal polarities of purity against danger, essence against contaminants, retains its temptations.”27

			Whatever group of haters we are talking about, it is important to remember they are comprised of individual human beings. These are not aliens from another planet. They are not monsters; rather, they are people engaged in monstrous activities. As the philosopher Emil Fackenheim observed, “whether it be Hitler or Himmler, Eichmann, Hoess, or the unknown soldier who was an SS murderer,” they are all “human beings like ourselves.” He adds, “But while this finding chills the marrow and numbs the mind, it must under no circumstances mislead us into the seemingly ‘liberal’ but in fact trite, cowardly and escapist weakening of the distinction between those who might have done it – you, I, the greengrocer next door – and those who in fact did it.”

			Manicheanism as promulgated, for example, by the radical anti-colonialist Frantz Fanon, according to Gitlin, does not recognize the possibility of compromise. “Only violence is ‘a cleansing force.’” Unlike Fanon, I do not believe violence is always the answer to injustice. I also do not believe that defeating evil requires an apocalyptic struggle that results in a global conflagration. I would thus amend Edmund Burke’s famous dictum to read: The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men not to truly hate it.
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