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“Come writers and critics who prophesize with your pen

And keep your eyes wide, the chance won't come again

And don't speak too soon, for the wheel's still in spin

And there's no tellin' who that it's namin'

For the loser now will be later to win

For the times, they are a-changin'”

-Bob Dylan, The Times They Are A Changin’ (1963)
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Dear Reader - Thank you for joining us as we seek, together, new approaches to the challenges we face and the futures we could build for Am Israel. 

Thousands of years ago, when our people decided to appoint for themselves a King, a new class of Prophets arose to remind the King and the People that might does not make right, that our covenant depends on our actions, and that a better future is possible if only we apply our values and ancient wisdom to the actions we take in the present day. 

You’ll notice this journal takes a bit of a different approach than your traditional journal or magazine. This is because our mission is to catalyze a new way of thinking, one that is future and action oriented, focused not only on the challenges we face and how they developed but on how we can overcome them. Each is an invitation to challenge preconceptions, provide a different view on a subject that may - until now - have seemed everyday, status quo.

We’ve included a short introduction about each of the contributors before their piece. That is because we believe it is important to read each of the ideas in context: that you understand who the person is that is offering the vision, where they came from, how we met them around this topic, and why we believe they are uniquely suited to provide insight into how generally mundane matters are seen differently, expressed differently, overcome differently. 

Not all of our contributors will have a solution to the challenges they’ve observed, yet all of them point a way towards where they believe a solution or a path to a solution may lie. 

Please see each of these pieces as an invitation to respond with your own view and your own vision in the hope of sparking a conversation around matters of great import for our People, our State, and our World. You can either respond to the online version of the pieces at the website accessible at seekprophecy.com or you could email us at shalom@seekprophecy.com. If you subscribe to our website we will invite you to conversations between our contributors where we would love to hear your voice as well.

We look forward to hearing from you, and to building a better future, together.
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By Valerie Milhado
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Judaism is a paradox of unwavering tradition and ritual coupled with constant change and questioning. Our name as a people, Benei Yisrael, the Children of Israel, reflects the struggle and dance we experience individually and collectively as time unfolds. We are living through history, and the word and concept of struggle can be heard on repeat as the days unfold. We have been smacked in the face with pride at our resilience, unity and strength, while being completely humbled by our failures, division, sinat chinam and the reality of the hostages still being held. 

Diplomatically, we are simultaneously revered and isolated. Militarily, Israel is as strong and weak as it has ever been. As the teeth of antisemitism and anti-Zionism close in on us, we armor ourselves with community, our shared history, and prayer to fight back the fangs of hate. Individually, we struggle to find joy and live our daily lives while we hold the realities of our people in our hands. 

The struggle is real.

Prophecy leans into the struggle. With the Jewish calendar leading us – both in publication dates and in thought – we aim to take the struggle out of hearts and minds and into conversation and action. Each holiday brings with it a new set of rituals and customs to guide us, alongside a new set of ideas, beliefs and concepts to grapple with. This publication will use that as inspiration for new thought and hopefully, thereafter, new action. 

This first issue is being published as we approach the Haggim, the high holidays calling us to our higher selves, inspiring us to look BEYOND what is. As we are reborn into the new year, we hope this issue will aid the birth of new ideas and real change. Like the shofar blast since times of old, let this be a call of awakening for our shared future.

We encourage and invite real off-paper debate, interaction and initiatives to spring forth from the words written. We call on present leaders and those who feel the call to bring us brightly into the future. We invite you to join us as we learn from the past, struggle with the present, and continue to look forward.

Prophecy was born out of the exchange of ideas and the need for more to be done. Jewish thinkers throughout time have shaped the way we practice and experience Judaism today - debating, questioning and struggling - to recreate Jewish tradition and beliefs. Prophecy has joined that arena by making space for those with visions of the future, inviting them to wrestle with ideas developed and triumphant in the past. Our focus won't be isolated on Israel or the Diaspora, but rather on Benei Israel as a whole. Pieces might dive deep into one element of Judaism - be it religion, region, politics, culture, language - but as whole Prophecy aims to touch on all aspects of Jewish life, with contributors from every corner and creed of the global Jewish family. 

I hope that this exchange of ideas for the future will lead to a brighter tomorrow for my children and theirs, as the links in the chain of Jewish life continue to blossom in light and strength. Chazak chazak v’nitchazek. May we be as ever changing as Jewish thought and practice, and never shy away from the worthwhile struggles for the sake of heaven as Bnei Yisrael.

***
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Valerie is the associate editor of Prophecy and a founding member of our team. Valerie has lived in Israel for over 15 years with her husband and four children. She has been involved as a volunteer in the Jewish community and Israeli civil society all of her life, while professionally working as a childbirth educator, birth doula and lactation counselor. The attacks of October 7 revived her commitment to contributing to the future of the Jewish People and the Jewish state in any way she could, leading her to join in the founding of Prophecy as a means of putting her love of language and English Literature degree to work for the Jewish People. 
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In which Jessica Ovadia declares that resilience is no longer enough, urging us to move from mere survival toward designing a future that will not keep burning down. 

But first, let’s get to know the person behind the piece: 

​Introducing Jessica Ovadia
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A conversation with Jessica led to the founding of Prophecy and our decision to focus on the topic of beyond resilience. We met Jessica in the aftermath of the October 7 attacks, when we, like others, scrambled to find ways to contribute. Together we started a roundtable to align groups working on international public diplomacy, and quickly learned that the challenges of international relations were unfortunately too heavy for volunteers alone. 

We spoke again after the first Iranian missile salvo when Jessica said, quite plainly, that she is done with resilience. She’d had enough of showing her strength by cowering in place. That phrase, that sentiment, unlocked something in us, reframed how we think about the moment we’re in and what it demands from us to do. And so, it is only fitting that Jessica be the first piece in our inaugural issue of Prophecy. We hope you will find as much inspiration in her words as we did. 

​​Beyond Resilience

By Jessica Ovadia 

This summer, after living through the war with Iran, launched, mind you, after nearly two years of post-October 7th suffering, the weight of Tisha B’Av felt especially suffocating.

A day designed to collectively mourn Temple destruction, expulsions, pogroms, and centuries of Jewish devastation, Tisha B’Av has always taught us how to sit in grief, and in a way, how to be resilient. As a nation, we allow Tisha B’Av to stop us and whatever plans we have for the summer, as we have for millennia. We remember. We mourn. We sit with the pain that has been thrown our way and remember that we are still here, despite it all.

This year, with so much tangible, neighborly, catastrophic grief, remembering was easier than ever. But the morning after, the sun rose again; and with it, a meticulously poured cup of coffee to drown the anguish of the day before. Just like that, life resumed.

Countless times over the past two years, since the attacks on October 7, I’ve wondered what to do with all that remembering. Do we quietly wait to prevail the next blow, confident we’ll survive once again? Or do we begin to move beyond grief, beyond survival and beyond the default posture of resilience to fuel a different future?

Resilience is widely understood as the ability to withstand and recover from hardship. In modern Jewish life, it has become one of our proudest traits. After every outbreak of violence or hate targeting us wherever we may be on the globe, we declare to ourselves and the world around us: “We’re still standing!” We organize respectful rallies, because we don’t wish harm on others. We deliver speeches laced with hope, because we have faith in our purpose and in many cases, our G-d. We write thank you letters because morale is critical to our never-ending fight for peace. We open trauma centers so the collective can heal. We donate meals so no one feels alone. We teach our children to be strong and kind so resilience continues. Each of these actions reflects the best of who we are. But too often, we stop there.

As a communications consultant, I’ve spent years thinking about how language shapes what we believe is possible. Resilience is a word of defense, not design. It makes survival the highest aspiration and paints us as perpetual underdogs: grateful to be here, unable to imagine flourishing on our own terms. When we call ourselves resilient, we unintentionally accept smallness, dependence, and a life lived mostly in response to what others do to us.

This mindset is deeply ingrained in Jewish time itself. Nearly every holiday can be read as a story of what was done to us, how we endured, and how we survived. Many of us teach these stories to our children as proof that despair need not win. Yet we rarely go further than that. Our rituals often stop at the miracle of survival,a blueprint of exodus hidden within the narrative of every holiday.

This is not to dismiss the emotional power of resilience. These stories have helped build communal memory, courage, and connection for dozens of generations. It’s why Jews around the world can look at one another and, without words, understand the weight and miracle of our shared history. We need that comfort. We need the reminder that we have risen before. Comfort cannot, however, be the finish line. Too often we act as master firefighters, rushing in to put out blaze after blaze. We are praised for how quickly we recover but rarely ask why our house keeps catching fire. Resilience might be about resuming life after dousing flames, but I’d love for it to also help design a structure that doesn’t burn down.

A few weeks ago, my nine and ten-year-olds started riding the bus alone. My husband and I took the inevitable Israeli parent plunge— bought them each a Nokia, silently prayed, and waved goodbye. It felt like a rite of passage, like I was finally raising them the Israeli way I always imagined. And then, just days into their independence, a terrorist opened fire at a bus stop. Six people were killed. Many more were injured.

Our current version of resilience told me to pray for the victims, raise my alertness, and continue sending my kids to school on the bus. A version of ‘out-of-sight, out-of-mind’ that allows me to enjoy the slivers of life in Israel I cherish. Yet, this version also keeps me stuck. And I’m allergic to complacency.

What I really want is to understand where that terrorist lived. How he got the gun. What systems enabled him to do so. Not just so my children make it home today—but so we can all return to worrying about missed homework assignments and too much screen time. Of course, I assume there is work being done to evaluate what went wrong but the news we receive focuses on future attacks thwarted, not the source uncovered - a reflection of what we have allowed resilience to mean.

Our relationship with the United States is another example. When our ally tells us to jump, we ask how high. We rally respectfully on Capitol Hill, but are reluctant to raise our voices elsewhere. We saw this clearly in the earliest days after October 7. While the Qatari leadership inserted themselves into the role of hostage negotiator, we accepted their mediation without raising our collective voices. Imagine if, instead of waiting quietly, we had rallied outside their embassies—demanding answers, attention, and accountability. Not out of rage, but as an act of moral urgency. Would things have shifted had we embraced discomfort, sooner?

Another opportunity exists within the framework of our partnerships with donors. Each year, millions are poured into lobbying efforts, often with incredible results. That’s not something to criticize— but it’s also not the only play. What if we built a task force of thinkers, philanthropists, engineers, and strategists who could design a giving strategy to reduce our long-term reliance on American arms? What if our advocacy budgets didn’t just maintain the status quo— but mapped out an actual exit strategy from it?
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