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            PREFACE

          

        

      

    

    
      These messages that constitute the book, “The Way of Spiritual Encouragement,” were written while I was away from Cameroon to seek God’s face and sort out many things with Him. They have been a great blessing to me. I was shocked by what the Lord was saying to me and, by His grace, will say to those He will allow to read these messages. My own faith in Him grew as I wrote them. I have been deeply comforted to know that God is so good, so loving and so gracious. My desire is to love Him more and more.

      l have received answers to many of my questions, and my problems have found solutions in Him. Somehow, in a way I cannot explain, love has welled up in my heart for all His children—my beloved brothers and sisters in Him—irrespective of whatever differences we have had. He has been good to me.

      Because these messages were written over a period of ten days, I have not done very much thinking about them. I have just allowed what God has put on my heart to flow out, and sometimes He has been gracious to allow things to flow out which I had never seen.

      If you approach them as the sharing of something from my heart to yours, you will, by God’s grace, be blessed. If you approach them as talks on doctrine, you may have problems. I suggest that you just open your heart to God and receive what He has for you.

      l pray that you should read all the messages, for it may be that what God has for your need may not be in the first message nor in the second, but somewhere else.

      If you receive a little encouragement and assurance in the Lord as you read this book, I will consider that as a bonus. The blessing to my own spiritual life, received as I wrote, more than compensates me.

      May the Lord God, the Author and Finisher of our faith, be magnified for all the grace that He has shown to me, who am but one of His most undeserving servants.

      This book Th e Way of Spiritual Encouragement is the twelfth in The CRHISTIAN WAY series. The books in the series are:

      
        	The Way Of Life

        	The Way Of Obedience

        	The Way Of Discipleship

        	The Way Of Sanctification

        	The Way Of Christian Character

        	The Way Of Spiritual Power

        	The Way Of Christian Service

        	The Way Of Spiritual Warfare

        	The Way Of Suffering For Christ

        	The Way Of Victorious Praying

        	The Way Of Overcomers

        	The Way Of Spiritual Encouragement

        	The Way Of Loving The Lord

      

      Port Harcourt,

      Zacharias Tanee Fomum,

      
        
        18th August 1982.

        P.O. Box 6090, Yaounde,

        Cameroon.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
            1

          

          
            GOD IS ABLE

          

        

      

    

    
      THE GREAT CALL OF GOD

      These messages are addressed to those who have turned from their sin and turned to the Lord Jesus. Such love Him and are walking with Him in increasing vital fellowship. Unbelievers and those who deceive themselves that they are believers, have no part in these messages. If any such reads these messages and derives some hope, comfort and assurance from them while not being vitally linked to the Lord Jesus, the messages will only have served to undo them. So before you go on; may I ask you, “Are you truly a child God? Have you received the Lord Jesus as your Lord and Saviour? Does His Holy Spirit witness with your own spirit that you are a child of God?” If your answer to these questions is: “Yes,” then go on with the messages. They are for you. If the answer is: “No,” or “l AM NOT SURE,” I recommend that you carry out that which the following passages suggest in order to qualify to go on to read the messages.

      
        
        “He came to his own home, and his own people received him not. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:11-13).

      

      

      
        
        “Because, if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For man believes with his heart and so is justified, and he confesses with his lips and so is saved” (Romans 10:9-10).

      

      

      
        
        “Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brethren, what shall we do? and Peter said to them, ’Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’ ” (Acts 2:37-38).

      

      

      
        
        “And he said to them, ‘Go into all the world and preach the gospel to the whole creation. He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned’ ” (mark 16:15-16).

      

      

      
        
        “Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and eat with him, and he with me” (Revelation 3:20).

      

      

      MAN-CENTRED THEOLOGY

      Many believers today are distressed and broken. They do not manifest the joy that is theirs in the Lord Jesus. They go about with long faces, just like the unbeliever around, and are full of divers types of complaints. I have often asked myself the question: “What is at the root of this?” I think that part of the root cause is a man-centred theology. This man-centred theology has stressed what man must do out of proportion, and done nothing to put forward what God has done. So the emphasis is, “You must do this and that and this and that.” This is often reflected in the testimonies of many believers. They say, “I repented; I sought God, I found God; I believed; I was baptized, I, I, I.” At the end of it the phrase may be attached to these many “l’s, but it is obvious that God is not at the centre. He is not the Hero. Man is, and after many testimonies, if you analyze what has been said and how it has been said, you ought to shake the hand of the person testifying and say, ”You are wonderful. You did it well. Praise be unto you.”

      With such an attitude, when such a person has the honesty to face himself and still sees his conflicts and failures even after he has believed, he is bound to doubt whether or not he was ever saved and whether he will keep himself in Christ until that day. Such doubt results in restlessness, hopelessness and spiritual despair. A sister told me after 25 years of walking with the Lord, “l often wonder if I will make it to the end and be found in Christ.” She fasted and fasted and finally went off the rails into erroneous doctrine in an attempt to do more in order to be truly saved.

      The Bible says, “In the beginning God...” but now we say either consciously or unconsciously, “In the beginning man,” or we say, “In the beginning God, now man and in the future man.” One man told me, “l do not dispute the fact that God created the world. He truly created it, but He has abandoned it to man. Man is on his own. In the beginning it was God but now and in all of the future it must be man.”

      This man-centred theology is basically the sad influence of the world on Christian thought, belief and action. In the world, man is the hero. He has done everything and he must continue to do everything. Christians have slowly accepted this way of thinking—this is the day to reject it.

      We want to emphasize the Bible position. It is that, “In the beginning God, in the present God, and in all of the future God.” God is the Author of eternal salvation. He is also the Sustainer of the same salvation and He will consummate it. God is the Hero. Believers can rest in him about their salvation.

      He saved them !

      He is saving them !!

      He will save them !!!

      All of it from start to finish is His work. There is a sense in which the only thing we contribute to our salvation is our sin. The apostle Paul said,

      
        
        “And I am sure that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion.” You did not begin it. You cannot complete it. You must allow Him to complete that which He began. Do not fight with Him to complete it. The apostle Paul further said, “But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and I am sure that He is able to guard until that Day what has been entrusted to me” (11 Timothy 1:12b).

      

      

      The Hymn writer could confidently write:

      
        
        
        How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,

        In a believer’s ears;

        It soothes his sorrows, heals his wounds,

        And drives away his fear.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        It makes the wounded spirit whole,

        And calms the troubled breast;

        ‘Tis manna to the hungry soul,

        And to the weary rest.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Dear Name, the Rock on which I build,

        My shield and Hiding-place,

        My never-failing Treasury, filled

        With boundless stores of grace.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Jesus, my Shepherd, Saviour, Friend,

        MY Prophet, Priest, and King,

        My Lord, my Life, my Way, my End,

        Accept the praise I bring.

      

      

      

      
        
        
        I would Thy boundless love proclaim,

        With every fleeting breath;

        So shall the music of Thy Name,

      
        Refresh my soul in life.

        S.S. & S. N° 112

      

      

      

      

      So we conclude that God is the Hero. He is able. He began. He will accomplish that which He set out to do. Glory be to His name!

      The believer must be comforted, assured and full of hope because of :-

      THE BELIEVER’S PAST HISTORY

      The apostle Paul wrote,”For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the first-born among many brethren. And those whom he predestined, he also called; and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified” (Romans 8:29-30). So our past history consists of five great things, each one of them done by God and by God alone for us:-

      
        	He foreknew us.

        	He predestined us to be conformed to Christ.

        	He called us.

        	He justified us.

        	He glorified us.

      

      A) God foreknew each believer

      Some think that God knows believers only from the moment that they believe in the Lord Jesus. This is not so. God foreknew the believer, that is, He knew that believer before the believer came into physical existence.

      Every believer thus already existed in the thoughts, heart and mind of God before he was born into the world. The Lord God, in talking of Jeremiah, said,

      “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5).

      When did God know Jeremiah? He knew him some time before He formed him in the womb. When did God consecrate him? Again the answer is that this was done before he was formed in the mother’s womb. When was Jeremiah appointed a prophet to the nations? Again, God says that He did this before Jeremiah was formed in the womb. So, before Jeremiah was born, the following things had already been carried out by God on his behalf, and as such they were settled:

      
        	He had been foreknown by God.

        	He had been consecrated by God.

        	He had been appointed a prophet by God.

      

      All had been done for him.

      Isaiah emphasized the fact that God knew him before he was born. He said,

      
        
        “Listen to me, O coastlands, and hearken, you peoples from afar.The Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my mother he named my name. He made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. And he said to me, ‘You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified’” (Isaiah 49:1-3).

      

      

      And not only Isaiah. Paul too testified to the same thing. He said,

      
        
        “I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers. But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and had called me through his grace,....” (Galatians 1:14-15).

      

      

      This foreknowledge was not only for prophets like Jeremiah, Isaiah and Paul. The foreknowledge of God was for all believers. All His children were foreknown. There is no believer who came into the plans of God afterwards as some kind of after thought. So, let me assure you that God foreknew you. Every believer was not only foreknown from his mother’s womb. He was foreknown even before then. The Bible says,

      
        
        “All who dwell on earth will worship it, every one whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain” (Revelation 13: 8).

      

      

      B) God predestined each believer unto salvation

      God did not only foreknow each believer. He also predestined each believer individually unto salvation. In His predestination, He said to Himself from the foundations of the world,

      
        
        “This will be mine. I love this one.” the Bible says, “He chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will” (Ephesians 1:4-5).

      

      

      God predestined you unto salvation. He predestined you to conform to the image of His Son. His will was and is that Jesus may be the first of many brethren. He willed that the begotten Son would have God’s adopted sons as His brethren. The Bible says,

      
        
        “For he who sanctifies and those who are sanctified have all one origin. That is why he is not ashamed to call them brethren, saying, ‘I will proclaim thy name to my brethren, in the midst of the congregation I will praise thee’” (Hebrews 2:11-12).

      

      

      My beloved brothers and sisters, you were predestined by God unto eternal life. You were ordained unto eternal life. God did it. He did it without consulting you. He is committed to working it out. He is working it out. That is why you believe in the Lord Jesus. Only those in whom He has worked out repentance can believe. The Bible says,

      
        
        “And as many as were ordained to eternal life believed” (Acts 13:48c).

      

      

      The Lord Jesus said,

      
        
        “But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me; and him who comes to me I will not cast out” (John 6:36-37).

      

      

      “Do not murmur among yourselves. No one comes to me unless the Father who has sent me draws him; and I will raise him up on the last day.”

      
        
        “At that time Jesus declared, ‘l thank thee, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that thou hast hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to babes; yea, Father; for such was thy gracious will. All things have been delivered to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; and no one knows the Father except the Son and any one to whom the Son chooses to reveal him” (Matthew 11:25-27).

      

      

      God’s gracious will is that Jesus should reveal the Father to any He chooses. Jesus chose you as someone to whom He would reveal the Father. He has revealed the Father to you. You know Him. You are blessed. You are saved!

      C) God’s call unto life

      The Bible says that those whom God predestined, He also called. We can say that the foreknowledge and the predestining were carried out in the mind of God. In the call, God works out in practice that which was already accomplished in His mind.

      The call of God is not based upon any human merit whatsoever. In fact, the Lord calls those who are absolutely without merit to come to Him. Let us look at a few examples from the Word.

      ABRAM :

      
        
        “Now the Lord said to Abram, ‘Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and him who curses you I will curse; and by you all the families of the earth shall bless themselves’” (Genesis 12:1-3).

      

      

      Abram was possibly an idolater as were the rest of the people around him. He did not know God. He did not seek God. However, God knew him and sought him. God spoke to Abram first. The first move was God’s. It was not Abram’s. God did not respond to Abram. God took the initiative. Even before Abram responded, God commanded him to move out and promised him His presence. He further promised to bless him:-

      
        	l will make of you a great nation.

        	l will bless you.

        	l will make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.

        	l will bless those who bless you.

        	l will curse him who curses you.

      

      Do you notice the many, “I’s? God undertook to do everything. God started off as the one who called and continued as the one who blessed. The call of Abram was not a general call to all who were around and to which Abram responded. His father Terah was not called. God called Abram. God did everything for him. He was chosen by God. He had done nothing for God before that great day, but God had singled him out for everything. Praise be unto His holy name! He also singled you out and called you. He called you when you were nothing and had nothing; so that He might make you into His son and give you everything.

      SAUL : He also called Saul of Tarsus. If there was anyone who, by human standards, deserved the wrath of God, Saul did. He was hostile to the Lord Jesus and to the Church. He himself confessed,

      
        
        “I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of Jesus of Nazareth. And I did so in Jerusalem; I not only shut up many of the saints in prison, by authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death I cast my vote against them. And I punished them often in all the synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme; and in raging fury against them, I persecuted them even to foreign cities” (Acts 26:9-11).

      

      

      But God called Him. He was not called when he had repented. He was not called when he had come to himself. He was on his horse running right fast to go and destroy the followers of Jesus, when God suddenly broke into his life, and things were never the same again. They could never be the same again!

      THE FIRST APOSTLES: He called them too. There was the initial call to them to become His disciples. This was totally dependent on Him, and not on them. The Bible says,

      
        
        “As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon who is called Peter and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. And he said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.’ Immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on from there he saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and he called them” (Matthew 4:18-21).

      

      

      This was a mighty call. They were fishermen. They were content. They were ordinary people doing ordinary business and then He came along and called them to Himself. What had they done to be singled out that way? They were not the only fishermen that were at sea. He did not say to a whole lot, “Who wants to come with me?” and then these ones responded. He said to them “You, come...”

      Later on, when He wanted the twelve apostles, the Bible says,

      
        
        “And he went up on the mountain, and called to him those whom he desired; and they came to him. And he appointed twelve ...” (Mark 3:13-14).

      

      

      The apostles were not those who willingly responded to a general invitation. The Lord went to the mountain. He called to Him those whom he desired. It was not those who desired Him but those whom He desired, and out of this lot He made His appointment. The apostles had no grounds on which to ever boast. He was later to tell them,

      
        
        “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you...” (John 15:16).

      

      

      His call is a mighty call. It depends on Himself, on His mercy. The Bible says,

      
        
        “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion” (Romans 9:15-16).

      

      

      So it depends not upon man’s will or exertion but on God’s mercy. Did you get that clearly? God’s call does not depend on man’s will or on man’s exertion. It does not depend on anything that is good in man. It depends solely on His mercy.

      If you are a child of God today, then the most wonderful thing that can ever happen to anyone has happened to you. However, know this: God called you, not because He saw your goodness or your potential. He called you out of mercy—His mercy. May His name be praised for this!

      Another wonderful thing about His call is that it is without repentance. It is irrevocable. The Bible says,

      
        
        “For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable” (Romans 11:29).

      

      

      He is so wonderful that He keeps calling and calling and does not revoke His call.

      He called, not only Jews, but also Gentiles. The Bible says,

      
        
        “In order to make known the riches of his glory for the vessels of mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory, even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? As indeed he says in Hosea, ‘Those who were not my people I will call ’my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will call ‘my beloved.’ ‘And in the very place where it was said to them, ”You are not my people,” they will be called ’sons of the living God’” (Romans 9:23-26).

      

      

      The overruling hand of God

      God’s call to you was not because of anything good that He found in you. In fact, He says,

      
        
        “I have been found by those who did not seek me; I have shown myself to those who did not ask for me” (Romans 10:20).

      

      

      I do not know if you sought Him. I know many who honestly confess that they did not. One brother, an Englishman, told me: “My business was to run away from Him and His business was to run after me. One day, He stretched out His hand, held me by the neck and I could run no more.”

      Because His call is powerful and must yield fruit, He overrules all that concerns those who are called. I can say for each believer that:-

      
        	He decided the epoch in which you were born. What if you had been born before the Good News was brought to your country? You would never have heard it. You would have continued in your sin and perished in it.

        	He decided the nation in which you were born. What if you had been born in modern Turkey where there are only about fifty believers in forty million people? Things could have been different for you.

        	He decided the tribe into which you were born. He also decided who your parents were to be.

        	He has overruled in all your movements. He took you to that spot where you first heard the gospel. He ensured that the one who first met you was not someone who was in a Christless system who could have deceived you. He arranged everything to the minutest detail. He was working out His mighty plans even in what you thought were the accidents in your life, to bring you to the point of blessing.

      

      Let me say it humbly and reverently, but let me also say it boldly. If you are a child of God, redeemed by the blood of Jesus, then there is nothing accidental in your life. Your pathway was planned and supervised by God in all detail, even before you came to know Him. He is continuing to do the same today.

      The effectual call of God

      God is not a mad Being to go calling people who will not respond to Him. When He calls, He also works out to ensure that the person responds. He works in those He calls, removing all barriers, prejudices, etc. and labours until the person responds to the call in the way that He wants.

      
        	Abraham responded to the call.

        	Moses responded.

        	Saul of Tarsus responded.

        	James and John responded.

        	The twelve apostles responded.

        	You responded.

      

      D) God justified the called ones

      God put all the elect into Christ Jesus and sentenced them once and for all to death in Him on His cross. He died in their place. They died in Him. Because of His death, God now looks at all who are in Christ as if they never sinned. He did that long ago. He looks at you now as one who has never sinned, not because you have never sinned, but because the penalty for your sin had been taken away. You are justified. (For a fuller treatment of this topic, read our book entitled, “The Way of life.”)

      E) God glorified the justified

      Those who were put into union with the Lord Jesus in His death on the cross were also made one with Him in His glorious resurrection and enthronement. The Bible says,

      
        
        “But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (By grace you have been saved), and raised US UP WITH HIM, AND MADE US SIT WITH HIM IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS” (Ephesians 2:4-6).

      

      

      You were glorified in Christ even before you came to know Him.

      
        	When Christ died you died.

        	When Christ was buried you were buried.

        	When Christ rose from the dead, you too were raised with Him.

        	When Christ was enthroned, you too were

        	enthroned with Him.

      

      Is God able?

      We have seen what God did for the believer from before the foundations of the world. We have seen the exalted position in which He has placed the believers. But all these were done in the thoughts, in the mind of God. There is a sense in which they are real. There is another sense in which they would mean nothing unless He can bring His designs to visible reality. Is He able to bring to pass in human experience that which He carried out in divine experience (since He does not live in time but always in eternity)? If He is able, then the believer’s position is guaranteed. If He is not able, then it could all be wishes and no one dares to count on them.

      The great thing is that God is able to bring to pass all that He has purposed. In fact, He must accomplish all that He has set out in His purposes. If not, He would not be God. Take, for example, if God set out to glorify a man, put all the power and riches of heaven out to accomplish this goal and there was a man who could say, “God, you want to do it. You have set out to do it. You have put into action all that you have to do it. However, I will frustrate your purpose. I will cause you to fail. You will not accomplish your objective,” that person would become the ultimate decider. He would become God.

      No such person exists. God must have His way. God always has His way. He is God. He cannot be defeated. He cannot be frustrated. Job confessed, “I know that thou canst do all things, and that no purpose of thine can be thwarted” (Job 42:2). Do you hear it? No purpose of His can be thwarted. You cannot thwart that purpose, no matter how hard you try. The devil cannot thwart that purpose, although all the host of hell is fighting with that in view. God is God. He says,

      
        
        “My counsel shall stand,

        and I will accomplish all my purpose” (Isaiah 46:10).

      

      

      
        
        “I have spoken, and I will bring it to pass

        I have purposed, and I will do it” (Isaiah 46:11).

      

      

      
        
        “As I have planned, so shall it be, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand” (Isaiah 14:24).

      

      

      So, you can rest assured that all that God planned to carry out on your behalf will be accomplished. He will surely accomplish it.

      True enough, there are obstacles in His way.

      The devil is in the way

      The world is in the way

      The flesh is in the way.

      But God will overcome all these obstacles and accomplish His purpose. He set out to save you, as a member of His Body, that He
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