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My love of College Football began in 1966.  As a 7-year-old kid I remember watching the Notre Dame-Michigan State “Game of the Century”.  Next, I remember the 1967 USC-UCLA game and O.J. Simpson weaving through the UCLA defense for the winning touchdown with 6 minutes left in the game. I remember the 1968 Rose Bowl, Indiana vs USC.  Who was this Indiana team that went to the Rose Bowl over my beloved Minnesota Golden Gopher’s?  I attended my first college football game in 1971.  Michigan vs Minnesota at Memorial Stadium on the Campus of the University of Minnesota.  My Aunt Roberta took me.  I was hooked after that.  The Golden Gophers were defeated that day 35-7 by the Wolverines.  George Honza of the Golden Gophers scored the only touchdown that day on a pass from Craig Curry.  Ironically, I met Mr. Honza in January of 2017 while officiating a basketball game.  Growing up in a rural farming town (Alden) in southern Minnesota, as a youth I spent a lot of my Saturdays in the fall watching ABC Sports College games of the week.

This book is for all the College Football fans, casual or diehard, historians or those who just plain love the College game.  I hope everyone enjoys it.

Steve Fulton

College Football Patriot Series Books

Available at: https://stevesfootballbible.com/college-football-patriot-series/

Also available at numerous online book retailers
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The Miami Hurricanes are among the most storied and decorated football programs in NCAA history. Miami is ranked fourth on the list of All-time Associated Press National Poll Championships, tied with Southern California and Ohio State and behind Alabama, Notre Dame, and Oklahoma. Miami also holds several NFL Draft records, including most first-round selections in a single draft and most consecutive drafts with at least one first-round selection. Two Hurricanes have won the Heisman Trophy and nine have been inducted to the College Football Hall of Fame. The team plays its home games at Hard Rock Stadium in Miami Gardens, Florida.

The University of Miami football program began with just a freshman team in 1926. Its first game was played on October 23, 1926, a 7–0 win over Rollins College before 304 fans. Under the guidance of head coach Howard "Cub" Buck, the freshman team posted a perfect 8–0 record in its inaugural season. Two of the wins were against the University of Havana, one on Thanksgiving Day in Miami and one at Havana on Christmas Day. Miami's last home game of the season featured a first: the first Hurricane football game played on New Year's Day against Howard at Miami's University Stadium. Around this time, the team adopted the official nickname "Hurricanes", though the exact timing and origin of the name is unclear; some reports suggest it was in reference to the devastating power of the 1926 hurricane that postponed the program's first game by a month, and others that it was suggested by a player in response to rumors that university officials wanted to name the team after local flora or fauna. Varsity competition began in 1927, with Miami beating Rollins, 39–3, in its first game and going on to a 3–6–1 record. The team improved to 4–4–1 in 1928, but it was not enough for Buck to keep his job, and he was replaced prior to the 1929 season with J. Burton Rix, previously head coach at Southern Methodist. Rix's arrival was funded by a group of local businessmen. That off-season, the program, which competed as an independent during its first two years of existence, joined the Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association (SIAA). 1929 saw Miami play its first varsity road game (a 14–0 loss at Southwest Louisiana), and Rix led the team to its first winning season, going 3–2. His tenure, however, was short-lived; off-campus financing for the program dried up in the wake of the 1929 stock market crash, and he resigned after one season. Ernest Brett replaced Rix, and in 1930, Miami played Temple in its first game outside the South, losing 34–0 to the Owls in Atlantic City, New Jersey. On October 31, 1930, the Hurricanes played in one of the nation's first night games vs. Bowden College in Miami. Brett only lasted one year, and Tom McCann became the program's fourth head coach in 1931. Under McCann, the football program experienced its most successful seasons to that point. After a difficult first year, Miami put together a winning record in 1932 and served as host to the inaugural Palm Festival (later to be known as the Orange Bowl), defeating Manhattan College 7–0 at Moore Park in Miami. A 5–1–2 campaign and another Palm Festival berth followed in 1933, and in 1934, the program played in its first official bowl game, losing to Bucknell in the first Orange Bowl, 26–0. In 1935, a group of Miami football supporters sought to hire Red Grange as coach. However, the move was vetoed by President Bowman Foster Ashe, in part because of the $7,500 salary that Grange had requested. Instead Irl Tubbs took over as head coach in 1935, and though Miami compiled an 11–5–2 record in his two seasons, it did not play in a bowl in either year.

After Irl Tubbs resigned following the 1936 season to become head coach at Iowa,] Jack Harding was hired to serve as both head football coach and athletic director at Miami. In 1937, the Hurricanes moved into the brand new Burdine Municipal Stadium (renamed the Orange Bowl in 1959), located west of downtown Miami. The following year, Miami played archrival Florida for the first time, defeating the Gators 19–7 at Florida Field, and won the program's first Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Association title with an 8–2 record. The Hurricanes, though, left the SIAA just three years later, becoming an independent once again. Harding led the Hurricanes to eight- and seven- win campaigns in 1941 and 1942, respectively, before he was called away by World War II service. Eddie Dunn, a former star running back at Miami under Harding, stepped into the void and served as head coach during Harding's two-year war service. Though the Hurricanes won five games in 1943, they faltered in 1944, winning just one game against seven losses and a tie. Fortunes changed with Harding's return in 1945, as the Hurricanes went 9–1–1 and returned to the Orange Bowl for the first time since 1934, defeating Holy Cross 13–6 in a memorable game. With the score tied 6–6 and only seconds remaining, Holy Cross quarterback Gene DeFilippo was intercepted by Miami's Al Hudson at the 11-yard line. Hudson dashed 89 yards the other way for the game-winning touchdown as time expired. Harding's Hurricanes won eight games in 1946, but after the team slipped to 2–7–1 in 1947, he resigned as head coach, but continued as athletic director. He hired Andy Gustafson as the new head coach, closing out a nine-year tenure in which Miami went 54–29–3 and won at least 8 games in four different seasons.

One of Andy Gustafson's major innovations at Miami was the "drive series" offense, an option-oriented attack from the Split-T formation that relied on zone blocking and featured either a fullback fake or carry on every play. Under Gustafson's tutelage, Miami produced its first All-American, Al Carapella, in 1950 and went 9–1–1 in 1951, including a 35–13 win in its first-ever game against rival Florida State and a 15–14 loss to Clemson in the Orange Bowl. The following season, Miami won eight games and went to a bowl game in consecutive years for the first time in school history, shutting out Clemson 14–0 in a rematch at the Gator Bowl. In the middle of the 1954 season, the NCAA imposed two one-year penalties against Miami for providing transportation and tryouts to prospective players. As a result, Gustafson's 1954 squad was ineligible to play in a bowl game, and the 8–1 Hurricanes, whose lone loss came 14–13 at No. 14 Auburn, finished the season ranked ninth in the Coaches' Poll, the first top ten poll finish in school history. Two years later in 1956, an 8–1–1 Miami team, led by team captain and All-American Don Bosseler, was under consideration to play in the Sugar Bowl, but the program's bowl-ban was not due to expire until ten days after the game, rendering it ineligible to participate. The team finished the season ranked sixth in both the AP and Coaches' Polls. In the later years of Gustafson's tenure, two-time All-America quarterback George Mira guided the Hurricanes to berths in the 1961 Liberty Bowl and the 1962 Gotham Bowl, where they lost both games. In 1963, the team struggled to a 3–7 record. Nevertheless, Mira, who set many of the school's passing records during his four years at Miami, appeared on the cover of Sports Illustrated and finished fifth in the Heisman Trophy voting as a senior. Following the season, Gustafson decided to step down as head coach and Charlie Tate, an assistant at Georgia Tech, was hired to replace him. Gustafson has the Hurricane record for most years as head coach (16) and most wins (93). Charlie Tate's first seasons at Miami were uneventful, with the team posting a 4–5–1 record in 1964 and a reverse 5–4–1 record in 1965. 1966 brought the arrival of defensive end Ted Hendricks, the only three-time All-American in school history, and the Hurricanes won eight games, earning a trip to the Liberty Bowl, where they defeated No. 9 Virginia Tech, 14–7. In December 1966, the program was integrated when African American wide receiver Ray Bellamy signed a letter of intent to play football at the university. Miami returned to bowl play in 1967, dropping the Bluebonnet Bowl to Colorado, 31–21. The Hurricanes had a 5–5–0 season in 1968 and 4–6–0 in 1969, and Tate resigned as head coach two games into the 1970 season, later citing burn out and fatigue from "fighting the money battle and other battles" as the basis for his decision. Walt Kichefski, an assistant on Tate's staff, was elevated to head coach in the wake of Tate's resignation and coached the team to a 3–8 record in 1970. He was not retained the following season.

On December 20, 1970, Fran Curci, a former All-American quarterback for the Hurricanes under Andy Gustafson, was named as the program's new head coach. Curci's 1971 team improved by a game, but rival Florida Gators defeated Miami in a game that came to be known as "the Gator Flop." The Gators led throughout the game and were up 45–8 when John Reaves threw an interception to Miami's defense with little time left in the fourth quarter. Reaves needed just 15 more passing yards to break the NCAA record for career passing yards. But with time winding down and Miami driving in Florida territory, there was a good chance the Gators offense would not get the ball back. After the Miami snap at the Florida 8-yard line, nearly all the Gators defensive players "flopped" down on the field. Miami quarterback John Hornibrook walked in untouched for a touchdown. A few minutes later, Reaves got his record as time expired. Curci called the incident "the worst thing I have ever seen in football."
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At the outset of his tenure, Howard Schnellenberger announced to his staff and players his intention to win a national championship within five years, a bold claim for a program that was seemingly on its last legs. His five-year plan had two main priorities: installing a pro-style passing offense and upgrading the talent level on the roster through a new recruiting strategy aimed at heavily targeting the best local talent from the city of Miami and the region of South Florida, a strategy that would drastically change national recruiting in the state of Florida in the coming years. On the recruiting front, Schnellenberger spoke of mining the "State of Miami", which entailed fencing off the fertile South Florida recruiting base from other programs and cherry-picking the rest of the nation for a few choice recruits. To help with the new pro-style offense, Schnellenberger hired former Baltimore Colts quarterback Earl Morrall as a volunteer quarterbacks coach. On the field, Miami went 5–6 in Schnellenberger's debut season, which was highlighted by a 26–10 upset win at No. 16 Penn State in which redshirt freshman Jim Kelly threw for 280 yards and three touchdowns in his first career start as Miami's quarterback. Schnellenberger set a bowl berth as the goal of the 1980 campaign and the team made good on its head coach's expectations, winning nine games and earning a trip to the 1981 Peach Bowl, where the Hurricanes defeated Virginia Tech 20–10. The bowl berth was Miami's first since 1967 and the team finished the season ranked 18th in both the AP and Coaches' Polls. Miami continued to improve in 1981, going 9–2 and defeating No. 1 Penn State 17–14 in a late-October game at the Orange Bowl. In the season's final game, the Hurricanes topped rival Notre Dame for the first time since 1960, 37–15, finishing the season eighth in the AP Poll. The following season, the team finished with four losses following Kelly's shoulder injury. Entering the 1983 season—the fifth of Schnellenberger's tenure—the program had to find a replacement for the recently graduated Kelly. Ultimately, Schnellenberger chose Bernie Kosar as the team's starting quarterback over fellow redshirt freshman Vinny Testaverde. 

The 1983 Miami Hurricanes started the season unranked and lost 28–3 at Florida in their first game, though Kosar tied George Mira's single-game school record of 25 pass completions. The Hurricanes rallied by winning their next 10 games, including a 20–0 early-season shutout of Notre Dame, and earned a berth to the 1984 Orange Bowl to play the undefeated, top-ranked Nebraska team that had both Mike Rozier and Turner Gill. The Orange Bowl-berth was Miami's first since 1951, but the program's first national championship remained a long shot, as the Hurricanes entered the game ranked fifth. Miami got much needed help early on New Year's Day when second-ranked Texas, the nation's other undefeated team, lost in the Cotton Bowl Classic and fourth-ranked Illinois lost in the Rose Bowl. Behind Kosar's passing, Miami jumped out to a 17–0 lead, but Nebraska battled back and cut Miami's lead to 31–24 in the fourth quarter. With 48 seconds remaining, Nebraska scored a touchdown to make it 31–30 and, being the number one-ranked team in the nation, needed only to kick the extra point to tie the game and put itself in position to win the national championship. Nebraska head coach Tom Osborne elected to go for the win and attempt a two-point conversion instead. On the ensuing play, Miami safety Kenny Calhoun tipped away Gill's pass to receiver Jeff Smith in the end zone, saving the game and winning Miami the national championship when it leap-frogged No. 3 Auburn to finish first in the final polls.
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The team struggled to an 8–5 record in Johnson's first season, losing several noteworthy games. In the next-to-last game of the regular season, the No. 6 Hurricanes squandered a 31–0 halftime lead against Maryland and lost 42–40 in what was then the biggest comeback in NCAA football history. The following week, Miami lost 47–45 when Boston College's Doug Flutie connected with Gerard Phelan for a 48-yard Hail Mary touchdown on the final play in what has been called the Hail Flutie game. The Hurricanes ended the season on a three-game losing streak by dropping the 1985 Fiesta Bowl to UCLA, 39–37, in a game that featured six lead changes. During the off-season, Johnson made several coaching changes, facilitating the switch to the 4–3 defense, and junior Vinny Testaverde succeeded early-graduate Bernie Kosar at quarterback. The 1985 team opened the season with a loss at Florida before winning their next four games, including a 38–0 win over Cincinnati that began a then NCAA-record 58 game home winning streak, heading into a matchup at No. 3 Oklahoma. Facing the nation's top-rated defense, Testaverde amassed 270 yards passing and threw touchdowns to Michael Irvin and Brian Blades, while also running for an additional score, in a 27–14 win over the Sooners. The Hurricanes ascended to number two in the rankings following a 58–7 victory over Notre Dame in the final game of the regular season, earning a trip to the Sugar Bowl to play the No. 8 Tennessee Volunteers. With No. 1 Penn State losing to Oklahoma in the Orange Bowl, Miami was in position to capture its second national championship, but those hopes were dashed with a lopsided 35–7 loss to Tennessee.

Miami opened its 1986 season as the third-ranked team in the country and climbed to number two after winning its first three games, setting up a No. 1 vs. No. 2 showdown at the Orange Bowl against top-ranked and defending national champion Oklahoma. After much pre-game trash-talk between Oklahoma's Brian Bosworth and Miami's Melvin Bratton and Alonzo Highsmith, Testaverde tossed four touchdown passes in a 28–16 win. Testaverde's performance led Oklahoma head coach Barry Switzer to remark that he had "never seen a better quarterback" in his 21 years with the Sooners, and at the conclusion of the regular season, Testaverde was awarded the Heisman Trophy with the fifth largest margin of victory in the voting's history. The Hurricanes, having seized the number one ranking with the win over Oklahoma, finished the regular season at 11–0, outscoring their opponents 420–136, and accepted a bid to the 1987 Fiesta Bowl to play No. 2 Penn State. There, the team's "outlaw" image grew when players like Dan Sileo were doing interviews in a Hells Angel jacket, plus arriving in Arizona clad in fatigues and Jerome Brown staged a walkout of a pre-game steak fry attended by both teams. Before an estimated television audience of 70 million people, Penn State upset the heavily favored Hurricanes 14–10 to win the national championship, forcing seven turnovers, including Pete Giftopoulus' game-sealing interception of Testaverde in the end zone in the game's final seconds.

Led by Michael Irvin and new quarterback Steve Walsh, the 1987 Miami Hurricanes won the school's second national championship and completed its first undefeated varsity season. The season was highlighted by one of the most memorable games in the history of the Miami – Florida State rivalry. Trailing No. 4 Florida State 19–3 in the third quarter at Doak Campbell Stadium, the Hurricanes rallied to take a 26–19 lead late in the fourth quarter on a 73-yard touchdown pass from Walsh to Irvin. Florida State responded with a touchdown in the final minute, but Seminoles head coach Bobby Bowden opted to go for two points and the win rather than kick the extra-point for a tie, and Miami's Bubba McDowell broke up the conversion pass in the end zone to preserve the 26–25 victory. More than 60 players on the combined rosters for the game went on to play in the NFL. The 12–0 campaign was capped by a 20–14 win over the then-No. 1 Oklahoma Sooners in an Orange Bowl billed as "The Game of the Century." The win was Miami's third over Oklahoma in the last three seasons, accounting for Oklahoma's only losses during that period. The Hurricanes had a then-school record 12 players from the 1987 team selected in the following spring's NFL Draft, including Irvin and Bennie Blades, but with Walsh returning in 1988, the team gained the number one ranking with a season-opening 31–0 shutout of then-No. 1 Florida State at the Orange Bowl. The following week, Miami scored 17 points in the final 5 minutes and 23 seconds to top No. 4 Michigan 31–30 at Michigan Stadium. Hopes of a repeat national championship were dashed, however, in the so-called "Catholics vs. Convicts" game, with Miami dropping an emotional 31–30 loss to eventual-national champion Notre Dame on a failed two-point conversion pass in the final minute. Johnson left the program in February 1989 to become the head coach of the NFL's Dallas Cowboys, ending his tenure at Miami with a 52–9 overall record and a 44–4 mark over his last four seasons.
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In 1989, Erickson became just the second Division I head coach to win a national championship in his first season at a school. Erickson's 1989 team, led by Craig Erickson (no relation) at quarterback, rebounded from a 24-10 mid-season loss at Florida State and moved back into the national championship picture with a 27–10 win over then-top-ranked Notre Dame in the final regular-season game. Miami's 33–25 win over No. 7 Alabama in the Sugar Bowl, combined with No. 1 Colorado's loss to Notre Dame in the Orange Bowl, earned the program its third national championship. Miami entered the following season as the number one team in the country, but a 28–21 upset loss to Ty Detmer and No. 16 BYU in the opener derailed both the team's national championship chances and Craig Erickson's nascent Heisman campaign. Later in the year, the Hurricanes lost to Notre Dame 29–20 in a game dubbed the "Final Conflict", as Notre Dame had decided to discontinue the 27-game rivalry, feeling the intensity of the series had reached an unhealthy level. Miami ended the season with a 46–3 Cotton Bowl Classic victory over No. 3 Texas in the 1991 Cotton Bowl Classic in which the team was penalized a bowl- and school-record 16 times for 202 yards, including nine unsportsmanlike conduct or personal foul penalties. On one play, Randal Hill scored on a 48-yard touchdown reception and continued to sprint out of the end zone and up the Cotton Bowl tunnel, where he then pretended to shoot at the Longhorns with imaginary pistols. The program was widely criticized for its conduct, with Will McDonough of the Boston Globe likening the Cotton Bowl Classic display to a "wilding" and Bill Walsh calling it "the most disgusting thing [he'd] ever seen in college sports." After the season, the NCAA responded with the so-called "Miami Rule", which made it a 15-yard penalty to engage in excessive celebration or flagrant taunting. Also, during the off-season, Miami ended its 48-year status as an independent and joined the Big East Conference.

The 1991 Hurricanes finished 12–0 and captured the program's fourth national championship in nine years behind quarterback Gino Torretta and a linebacking corps that featured Jessie Armstead and Micheal Barrow. Miami's toughest test came in mid-November at then-No. 1 Florida State in the initial Wide Right game; with the No. 2 Hurricanes leading 17–16 in the final minute of the game, Florida State kicker Gerry Thomas' potential game-winning field goal attempt sailed "wide right" of the uprights. Miami completed the second undefeated season in school history with a 22–0 shutout of No. 11 Nebraska in the 1992 Orange Bowl and finished first in the AP Poll, splitting the national championship with Coaches' Poll champ Washington. Erickson departed Miami with a 63–9 record over six seasons and the highest winning percentage (.875) and most national championships (2) of any coach in school history.

Winning streaks

Miami also has two of the longest winning streaks in NCAA Division I history. From 2000 to 2003, Miami won 34 consecutive games, tying for sixth all-time. The streak started on September 23, 2000, with a 47–10 victory at West Virginia and ended on January 3, 2003, with a 31–24 double overtime loss to Ohio State in the 2003 Fiesta Bowl. Miami also won 29 straight games from October 27, 1990, to January 1, 1993, good for 13th on the all-time list. That streak was snapped when the top-ranked Hurricanes were upset by second-ranked Alabama, 34–13 in the 1993 Sugar Bowl.

Miami owns the record for the longest home winning streak in NCAA history, winning 58 straight games at the Orange Bowl. The record streak began with a 38–0 shutout victory over Cincinnati on October 12, 1985 and ended with a 38–20 loss to Washington on September 24, 1994. The 58-game streak includes three Orange Bowl victories where Miami was the away team because of the Orange Bowl's tie to the Big 8 conference. In addition to its own lengthy winning streaks, Miami has snapped four streaks of 20 games or more in its history. The only other school to snap four winning streaks of 20 or more games is Princeton. In the 1984 Orange Bowl, Miami ended top-ranked Nebraska's 22-game winning streak and won its first national championship with a 31–30 victory. The Hurricanes halted top-ranked Oklahoma's 20-game streak and won their second national championship when they defeated the Sooners, 20–14, in the 1988 Orange Bowl. The Hurricanes ended top-ranked Notre Dame's 23-game winning streak with a 27–10 win on November 25, 1989. Miami also ended the 20-game winning streak of UCLA when Miami defeated the third-ranked Bruins 49–45 on December 5, 1998.
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Wins versus AP Number 1

Miami has 9 wins against AP Number 1 ranked teams, which is tied with Alabama for the most all-time in college football. Overall, Miami is 9–9 against AP Number 1 teams, with the most recent win against Florida State in 2000. The rankings below are all from the Associated Press (AP), and games listed are when Miami's opponent was the Number 1 team.




	Date

	Location

	Miami

	Opponent

	Score

	W/L




	October 10, 2020

	Clemson, SC

	#7-Miami

	#1-Clemson

	17-42

	L




	December 2, 2017

	Charlotte, NC

	#7-Miami

	#1-Clemson

	3-38

	L




	October 7, 2000

	Miami, FL

	#7-Miami

	#1-Florida State

	27-24

	W




	October 9, 1999

	Tallahassee, FL

	#19-Miami

	#1-Florida State

	21-31

	L




	October 7, 1995

	Tallahassee, FL

	Miami

	#1-Florida State

	17-41

	L




	January 1, 1995

	Miami, FL

	#2-Miami

	#1-Nebraska

	17-24

	L




	October 9, 1993

	Tallahassee, FL

	#3-Miami

	#1-Florida State

	10-28

	L




	November 16, 1991

	Tallahassee, FL

	#2-Miami

	#1-Florida State

	17-16

	W




	November 25, 1989

	Miami, FL

	#7-Miami

	#1-Notre Dame

	27-10

	W




	September 3, 1988

	Miami, FL

	#6-Miami

	#1-Florida State

	31-0

	W




	January 1, 1988

	Miami, FL

	#2-Miami

	#1-Oklahoma

	20-14

	W




	September 27, 1986

	Miami, FL

	#2-Miami

	#1-Oklahoma

	28-16

	W




	August 27, 1984

	East Rutherford, NJ

	#10-Miami

	#1-Auburn

	20-18

	W




	January 2, 1984

	Miami, FL

	#5-Miami

	#1-Nebraska

	31-30

	W




	October 30, 1981

	Miami, FL

	Miami

	#1-Penn State

	17-14

	W




	November 17, 1979

	Tuscaloosa, AL

	Miami

	#1-Alabama

	0-30

	L




	September 26, 1975

	Miami, FL

	Miami

	#1-Oklahoma

	17-20

	L




	October 10, 1959

	Baton Rouge, LA

	Miami

	#1-LSU

	3-27

	L







––––––––
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​Traditions
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[image: UM Sigma Chi Sued For Firing Cannon At Old Man's Face - The Total Frat Move  Archive]Touchdown Tommy 

Touchdown Tommy is the cannon that is fired off when the team runs out of the tunnel, after every point that the Hurricanes score, and the conclusion of a victory. The cannon is kept by the Sigma Chi fraternity's Cannon Master and fired off during the games by the senior brothers of Sigma Chi. Touchdown Tommy is the third oldest tradition at the University of Miami, after the Iron Arrow Honor Society and Sebastian the Ibis.

The Smoke

[image: TOP 15 MIAMI HURRICANES GAMES TO REVISIT WHILE QUARANTINED (PART II) -  ItsAUThing.com — Formerly allCanesBlog.com — It's All About 'The U'!]One of the Hurricanes best-known traditions is the team's entrance scene. The team enters the field through a large cloud of white smoke billowing from its entrance tunnel, amid a tape of a hurricane blasting over the sound system. The smoke comes from fire extinguisher exhaust that billows from a series of pipes welded together by school transportation director Bob Nalette in the 1950s. The pipes were moved to Sun Life Stadium when the Hurricanes moved there in 2008. Following Miami's rise to prominence in the 1980s, many high school, college and NFL teams over the last 25 years have copied this practice, and in 2001 ABC made a parody of it for a Saturday college football commercial.

[image: Traditions | University of Miami]Sebastian the Ibis

Sebastian the Ibis is the mascot for the Miami Hurricanes of the University of Miami. He is an anthropomorphic white ibis with a Miami Hurricanes football jersey, number 0. Sebastian was created in August 1957 by Norman A. Whitten, Director of the Student Union at UM, and was used as a homecoming competition entry. The next year, student John Stormont performed at Hurricanes football games dressed up in a homemade ibis costume. The original costume was made from various materials: armolite insulation for the head, white terry cloth for the body to resemble feathers, ROTC spats for the feet, and toes made from burlap. "The whole costume took three weeks to complete and cost about $30", Stormont said in a Miami Herald interview. The most recent iteration of the costume dates to 1984. In 1989, Sebastian was tackled by a group of police officers for attempting to put out Chief Osceola's flaming spear. At the time he was wearing a fireman’s helmet and yellow raincoat and holding a fire extinguisher. When a police officer tried to grab the fire extinguisher he was sprayed in the chest. Sebastian was handcuffed by four other officers, but released once the ridiculousness of the situation set in. Sebastian typically leads the University of Miami football team as they enter the field before games.

Band of the Hour

[image: Band of the Hour ups tempo with new uniforms | The Miami Hurricane]The Frost Band of the Hour is the marching band. The band plays at all home Miami Hurricanes football games and selected away games. It also travels to post-season football bowl games in years that the football team plays at one. The band's name originated during the 1948 Orange Bowl halftime show, when Henry Fillmore announced that the "Man of The Hour" march was being played by the "Band of the Hour". The band decided to keep the name.

[image: Canespace: November 2008]Ring of Honor

In 1997, the university established the 'Ring of Honor' to honor outstanding players who have passed through the Hurricane football program. Members are selected by an anonymous advisory committee, the director of athletics and the head football coach. The names and jersey numbers of the inductees were displayed on the upper deck of the Orange Bowl (which has since been torn down). The inaugural class included Jim Dooley, Ted Hendricks, George Mira, and Vinny Testaverde. These four players are the only ones in the history of the program to have their numbers retired by the university as well. Vinny Testaverde's number was taken out of retirement for the 2015–2016 football season, at Testaverde's behest. His son wears No. 14. A second group of players consisting of Ottis Anderson, Don Bosseler, Bernie Kosar, and Burgess Owens was inducted in 1999. After a nine-year hiatus, five new players were added in 2008: Pro Football Hall of Famers Jim Kelly and Jim Otto, former Heisman Trophy-winner Gino Torretta, running back Edgerrin James, and defensive lineman Cortez Kennedy. In 2009, College Football Hall of Fame defensive back Bennie Blades, running back and former Miami head coach Eddie Dunn, and quarterback Steve Walsh were inducted.

Turnover Chain

[image: Miami Hurricanes 305 Turnover chain]In 2017, the Miami Hurricanes began to award its "Turnover Chain," an honor that contains a 36-inch, 2.5-kilogram, 10-karat gold chain, with 900 orange and green sapphire stones arranged in a "U" that is 6.5 inches wide. It is presented during a game to any defensive player who forces a turnover.

Miami Hurricanes in the NFL

Many Miami players go on to play in the National Football League. The school holds multiple NFL draft related records: most first-round draft picks in a two-year period (11, 2003–2004); most first-round draft picks in a three-year period (15, 2002–2004); and most first-round picks in a four-year period (19, 2001–2004). From 1995 through 2008, Miami set an NFL Draft record by having at least one player selected in the first round of 14 consecutive drafts. The Hurricanes once had a streak of 149 consecutive regular season weeks where a former Hurricane scored a touchdown in an NFL game; the streak started in Week 15 of the 2002 NFL regular season and ended in Week 11 of the 2011 season. During the streak, 33 different former Hurricanes scored touchdowns and a total of 661 touchdowns were scored. Setting a record for most players from one school, eleven former Hurricanes were selected to the 2010 Pro Bowl, which took place at Miami's Sun Life Stadium.
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​National Championships
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1983 SEASON

The 1983 Miami Hurricanes were led by fifth-year head coach Howard Schnellenberger and played their home games at the Orange Bowl. Unranked, Miami lost their opener at Florida by 25 points, but finished the regular season at 10–1, ranked fifth, and were invited to the Orange Bowl. Playing at home on January 2, the underdog Hurricanes upset top-ranked Nebraska 31–30, denying a two-point conversion attempt with less than a minute remaining. They climbed to first in the final polls to win the school's first national championship.


	National Champions {Consensus}








	9/3/1983

	
	@

	#16

	Florida (9-2-1)

	
	3

	28

	L

	



	9/10/1983

	
	@

	
	Houston (4-7)

	
	29

	7

	W

	



	9/17/1983

	
	vs

	
	PURDUE (3-7-1)

	
	35

	0

	W

	



	9/24/1983

	
	vs

	#13

	NOTRE DAME (7-5)

	CBS

	20

	0

	W

	



	10/1/1983

	#15

	@

	
	Duke (3-8)

	ABC

	56

	17

	W

	



	10/8/1983

	#12

	vs

	
	LOUISVILLE (3-8)

	
	42

	14

	W

	



	10/15/1983

	#10

	@

	
	Mississippi State (3-8)

	
	31

	7

	W

	



	10/22/1983

	#8

	@

	
	Cincinnati (4-6-1)

	
	17

	7

	W

	



	10/29/1983

	#7

	vs

	#12

	WEST VIRGINIA (9-3)

	
	20

	3

	W

	



	11/5/1983

	#5

	vs

	
	EAST CAROLINA (8-3)

	
	12

	7

	W

	



	11/12/1983

	#6

	@

	
	Florida State (7-5)

	
	17

	16

	W

	



	1/2/1984

	#5

	vs

	#1

	Nebraska (12-1)

	NBC

	31

	30

	W

	Orange Bowl




	Coach: Howard Schnellenberger

	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	313

	136

	11-1

	






Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: Grantland Rice Trophy Winners > 1983 Miami Hurricanes]

Key game of the season

Florida State

The Seminoles led 16-7 before Kosar hit receiver Eddie Brown for a 37-yard touchdown pass in the third quarter. The Miami defense shut down Florida State in the fourth quarter and kicker Jeff Davis’ 19-yard field goal sealed the Hurricanes’ bid to play in the 50th Orange Bowl Classic against Nebraska.

At 9-1, the Hurricanes had one last regular season matchup, in Tallahassee against the Florida State Seminoles. Ranked #6 in the nation, Miami knew they needed this victory if they wanted any chance at playing in the Orange Bowl. Trailing 16-14 late in the fourth quarter, Kosar led the Canes into field goal range in only four plays, setting up kicker Jeff Davis with the chance to win the game. However, Davis had missed two field goals earlier in the night, and even though this would be just a 19-yard kick, Miami fans still held their breath. Davis hit it, and the Hurricanes were victorious, 17-16. That game winning field goal earned Miami a spot in the Orange Bowl less than two months later.
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1987 SEASON

The 1987 Miami Hurricanes football team were led by fourth-year head coach Jimmy Johnson and played their home games at the Orange Bowl. They finished the season 12–0 overall. They were invited to the Orange Bowl where they defeated Oklahoma, 20-14, to win the school's second national championship.


	National Champions {Consensus}








	9/5/1987

	#10

	vs

	#20

	FLORIDA (6-6)

	TBS

	31

	4

	W

	



	9/26/1987

	#5

	@

	#10

	Arkansas (9-4)

	ESPN

	51

	7

	W

	



	10/3/1987

	#3

	@

	#4

	Florida State (11-1)

	CBS

	26

	25

	W

	



	10/10/1987

	#3

	vs

	
	MARYLAND (4-7)

	
	46

	16

	W

	



	10/24/1987

	#3

	@

	
	Cincinnati (4-7)

	
	48

	10

	W

	



	10/31/1987

	#3

	@

	
	East Carolina (5-6)

	
	41

	3

	W

	



	11/7/1987

	#3

	vs

	
	MIAMI-OHIO (5-6)

	
	54

	3

	W

	



	11/14/1987

	#3

	vs

	
	VIRGINIA TECH (2-9)

	
	27

	13

	W

	



	11/21/1987

	#3

	vs

	
	TOLEDO (3-7-1)

	
	24

	14

	W

	



	11/28/1987

	#2

	vs

	#10

	NOTRE DAME (8-4)

	CBS

	24

	0

	W

	



	12/5/1987

	#2

	vs

	#8

	SOUTH CAROLINA (8-4)

	ESPN

	20

	16

	W

	



	1/1/1988

	#2

	vs

	#1

	Oklahoma (11-1)

	NBC

	20

	14

	W

	Orange Bowl




	Coach: Jimmy Johnson

	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	412

	125

	12-0

	






Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: BuildingChampions Wednesday: 1987 Football - University of Miami ...]

Key game of the season

Florida State

Miami's rigorous early season schedule continued the next week with a showdown with #4 Florida State at Doak Campbell Stadium in Tallahassee. The October 3 game featured not only high drama, but also an astounding 56 players who would go on to play in the NFL. Miami scored first with a second-quarter field goal, but Florida State, fielding a team many consider to be the best in school history, took control of the game after that. A 67-yard run by Florida State running back Sammie Smith was followed by a 1-yard touchdown run from Dayne Williams, giving FSU a 7-3 lead. A 36-yard field goal from Derek Schmidt pushed the Seminoles' lead to 10-3 at the half. After Schmidt missed a third-quarter field goal wide right, Miami took over, but went three-and-out and was forced to punt. The ensuing punt by Jeff Feagles was blocked and returned by Florida State for a touchdown, increasing the Florida State lead to 16-3 (Schmidt missed the extra point). Miami was forced to punt again, and a big return by FSU's Deion Sanders put Florida State in position to add another Schmidt field goal to make the score 19-3. With Miami having been unable to mount any offense to that point, the Hurricanes looked to be in dire straits late in the third quarter. Spurred on by an impassioned speech from receiver Michael Irvin, the Hurricanes were able to keep their focus and climbed back into the game when Walsh found a streaking Melvin Bratton for a 49-yard touchdown. Miami went for two, which they converted when Walsh was able to hook up with receiver Brian Blades, trimming the FSU lead to 19-11 heading into the fourth quarter.

The final quarter was filled with back-and-forth drama. Irvin started things off when he was on the receiving end of a 26-yard touchdown pass from Walsh. With the score now at 19-17, Miami again went for two, which Miami, again, converted, this time on a pass from Walsh to Warren Williams. With the game now tied at 19-19 and its 16-point lead evaporated, Florida State staged a drive of its own, taking the ball down to the Miami 17-yard line before quarterback Danny McManus fumbled the snap, which was recovered by Bennie Blades. Miami wasted little time in capitalizing on the miscue, as four plays later Walsh hooked up with Irvin for one of the most famous plays in University of Miami history. Walsh walked to the line, read the FSU defense, and called an audible for Irvin, who was appropriately nicknamed "The Playmaker" due to his penchant for making big plays. Walsh took a quick three-step drop and hung the ball up perfectly for Irvin on a fly route. Irvin was in double coverage, but was able to get behind the coverage, catch the pass, and take it 73-yards for a Miami touchdown. With 2:22 left to play, Miami led 26-19.

Florida State would not go meekly, though, as the Seminoles valiantly fought back after taking possession on their own 25-yard line. Before long, the Seminoles were in the endzone when McManus hit Ronald Lewis on a perfect corner route for 18-yards. With college football not having overtime at the time, Florida State head coach Bobby Bowden was faced with a decision: attempt the extra point and settle for a 26-26 tie or attempt a two-point conversion and go for the win. Complicating matters was the fact that Schmidt, FSU's kicker, had looked shaky on this day, already missing a field goal attempt and on an extra point attempt. Nevertheless, Bowden initially had decided to kick the extra point and settle for the tie, as he had stated when asked before the game what he would if he found himself in this exact predicament. But after the FSU offense protested and urged their coach to go for the win, Bowden changed his mind and decided to go for the two, betting both FSU's and Miami's national championship hopes on the outcome. FSU called a pass play. McManus took the snap, looked for a receiver, and then threw it into the right corner of the endzone. The ball was underthrown and broken up by Miami defensive back Bubba McDowell before it could reach its intended target. With Miami up 26-25, Florida State attempted an onside kick on the ensuing kickoff, but Miami recovered the ball with 0:42 left and was able to run out the clock, sealing the Hurricane victory.

––––––––
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1989 SEASON

The 1989 Miami Hurricanes football team represented the University of Miami during the 1989 NCAA Division I-A football season. It was the Hurricanes' 64th season of football. The Hurricanes were led by first-year head coach Dennis Erickson and played their home games at the Orange Bowl. They finished the season 11–1 overall. They were invited to the Sugar Bowl where they defeated Alabama, 33-25, to win the school's 3rd national championship.


	National Champions {Consensus}








	9/9/1989

	#3

	@

	
	Wisconsin (2-9)

	ABC

	51

	3

	W

	



	9/16/1989

	#3

	vs

	
	CALIFORNIA (4-7)

	ESPN

	31

	3

	W

	



	9/23/1989

	#2

	@

	
	Missouri (2-9)

	
	38

	7

	W

	



	9/30/1989

	#2

	@

	
	Michigan State (8-4)

	ABC

	26

	20

	W

	



	10/7/1989

	#2

	vs

	
	CINCINNATI (1-9-1)

	
	56

	0

	W

	



	10/14/1989

	#2

	vs

	
	SAN JOSE STATE (6-5)

	
	48

	16

	W

	



	10/28/1989

	#2

	@

	#9

	Florida State (10-2)

	ESPN

	10

	24

	L

	



	11/4/1989

	#7

	vs

	
	EAST CAROLINA (5-5-1)

	
	40

	10

	W

	



	11/11/1989

	#7

	@

	#14

	Pittsburgh (8-3-1)

	CBS

	24

	3

	W

	



	11/18/1989

	#7

	vs

	
	SAN DIEGO STATE (6-5-1)

	
	42

	6

	W

	



	11/25/1989

	#7

	vs

	#1

	NOTRE DAME (12-1)

	CBS

	27

	10

	W

	



	1/1/1990

	#2

	vs

	#7

	Alabama (10-2)

	ABC

	33

	25

	W

	Sugar Bowl




	Coach: Dennis Erickson

	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	426

	127

	11-1

	






Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: Can Brad Kaaya, Mark Richt add some 'Miami' to ACC record book ...]

Key game of the season

NOTRE DAME

Defending national champion Notre Dame (11-1) brought an unprecedented 23 consecutive victories here before a record crowd of 81,634, the largest to witness a college football game on this field. It had Heisman Trophy candidate Tony Rice at quarterback, and a powerful option offense that had prevailed over all manner of opponents in a schedule of eight top 20 teams this season. But the Hurricanes (10-1), a team subject to grave doubts and amid a difficult transition, did not allow the Irish an offensive touchdown as they accomplished the upset of the college football season. A supremely recalcitrant defense, rated No. 1 in the nation, made even the slightest gain difficult on the Irish. They were limited to Billy Hackett's 22-yard field goal and linebacker Ned Bolcar's touchdown on a 49-yard interception return in the second period. Craig Erickson established himself rightful heir to its pro-style tradition after season-long boos. He threw scoring passes of 55 yards to Dale Dawkins with four seconds left in the first quarter and of five yards to Dawkins with 4:13 left in the third. Stephen McGuire scored on a five-yard run with 24 seconds left in the half as the Hurricanes led, 17-10. Carlos Huerta's first-quarter field goal of 35 yards and his 32-yarder with 1:44 to go represented the first and last points of the game. Erickson directed what might have been the most singularly remarkable drive of this season, from his 7-yard line to his five-yard scoring pass to Dawkins. It encompassed the first 10:47 of the third quarter, a fourth-down conversion and six third-down conversions, including his soaring 44-yard bomb for a first down while facing third and 44 from his end zone. Notre Dame was held to 248 yards in offense, compared to its season average of 415. Rice, a senior, suffered only his third loss as a starter. He was held to 50 yards on 20 carries and completed seven of 15 passes for 106 yards; he was sacked twice and intercepted twice.

––––––––
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1991 SEASON

The 1991 Miami Hurricanes football team were led by third-year head coach Dennis Erickson and played their home games at the Orange Bowl. They finished the season 12–0 overall and 2–0 in the Big East while playing a partial conference schedule. They were invited to the Orange Bowl where they defeated Nebraska, 22–0. The Hurricanes were named as national champions by the AP Poll, the program's fourth national championship. 



	Big East Conference Champions

	National Champions {AP, NCF}









	8/31/1991

	#3

	@

	
	Arkansas (6-6)

	ABC

	31

	3

	W

	



	9/12/1991

	#2

	vs

	#10

	HOUSTON (4-7)

	ESPN

	40

	10

	W

	



	9/28/1991

	#2

	@

	
	Tulsa (10-2)

	
	34

	10

	W

	



	10/5/1991

	#2

	vs

	
	OKLAHOMA STATE (0-10-1)

	
	40

	3

	W

	



	10/12/1991

	#2

	vs

	#9

	PENN STATE (11-2)

	ABC

	26

	20

	W

	



	10/19/1991

	#2

	vs

	
	LONG BEACH STATE (2-9)

	
	55

	0

	W

	



	10/26/1991

	#2

	@

	
	Arizona (4-7)

	
	36

	9

	W

	



	11/9/1991

	#3

	vs

	
	WEST VIRGINIA (6-5)

	
	27

	3

	W

	



	11/16/1991

	#2

	@

	#1

	Florida State (11-2)

	ABC

	17

	16

	W

	



	11/23/1991

	#1

	@

	
	Boston College (4-7)

	ESPN

	19

	14

	W

	



	11/30/1991

	#1

	vs

	
	SAN DIEGO STATE (8-4-1)

	ESPN

	39

	12

	W

	



	1/1/1992

	#1

	vs

	#11

	Nebraska (9-2-1)

	NBC

	22

	0

	W

	Orange Bowl




	Coach: Dennis Erickson

	
	
	
	Season Record >>

	
	386

	100

	12-0

	






Schedule Source: Steve’s Football Bible LLC

[image: The National Champions - University of Miami Athletics]

Key game of the season

Florida State {Wide Right I}

The game occurred before a record crowd of 63,442 at Doak Campbell Stadium. Miami received the ball first and went on an impressive 74-yard opening drive that featured a 30-yard run by running back Stephen McGuire and a critical third-down scramble by quarterback Gino Torretta. McGuire capped the drive with a 2-yard touchdown run to give the Hurricanes the early lead, 7-0. Florida State answered with a 51-yard completion from Weldon to Amp Lee, the longest play Miami's vaunted defense had allowed that season. The play set up a first-and-goal from the Miami 1-yard line. The Hurricane defense stiffened, and after a pair of penalties, Florida State was forced to settle for a 25-yard field goal from Gerry Thomas. The rest of the quarter showed missed opportunities on both sides, with Miami receivers dropping three deep passes from Torretta while Florida State's offense short-circuited with penalties.

Momentum swung to Florida State in the second quarter thanks to three Miami turnovers. The first came early when the Seminole defense recovered a fumble by McGuire at the Hurricane 24-yard line. After Weldon completed a pass to Edgar Bennett to bring the 'Noles down to the 5-yard line, the Hurricane defense again toughened, forcing a fourth-and-goal from the 1. Florida State opted to play smashmouth and backup fullback Paul Moore powered his way into the end zone to give Florida State a 10-7 lead. Miami drove inside the Florida State 30-yard line twice more in the quarter, but Torretta was intercepted each time, first by Terrell Buckley and later by Marvin Jones. Miami got the ball back when Weldon, under pressure from All-American Rusty Medearis (2 sacks for the game), was intercepted by Charles Pharms. The Hurricanes could not convert the turnover into points, as Carlos Huerta's 41-yard field goal attempt was blocked, preserving a 10-7 halftime lead for Florida State.

Florida State dominated the third quarter statistically, racking up huge advantages in yardage (158 to 38) and time of possession (10:04 to 4:56), but was mostly unable to convert that dominance into points. After briefly getting the wind knocked out of him by Miami linebacker Corwin Francis, Weldon led the 'Noles 58 yards in 13 plays on their first drive of the second half. Florida State drove down to the Miami 9-yard line, but the Miami defense hardened once again and the Seminoles settled for a 31-yard field goal for the only points of the quarter, pushing their lead to 13–7. Later in the third, Florida State embarked on a time-consuming 11-play, 90-yard drive that culminated early in the fourth quarter with Thomas' third field goal of the day, extending the Seminoles' lead to 16–7.

Miami answered with a 10-play, 44-yard drive that ended with a 45-yard field goal by Huerta. Florida State punted on its next possession and Miami took over trailing by 6 with 7 minutes remaining. On second-and-16, Torretta completed a 22-yard pass to an outstretched Coleman Bell, bringing the Hurricanes to the Seminole 41-yard line. A series of runs by McGuire, who finished with 142 yards rushing, brought Miami inside the red zone, but the Hurricanes soon faced a crucial fourth-and-6. Torretta found Horace Copeland for his only reception of the game, giving Miami a first down at the Florida State 3-yard line. The Florida State defense stopped Miami on first and second down, but backup fullback Larry Jones made the end zone on third down from 1 yard out to put the Hurricanes back in front, 17–16, with 3:01 left to play.

Florida State responded by promptly marching down to the Miami 46-yard line. There, Bennett bulled his way forward for 7 yards to convert a critical fourth-and-1. A pass interference call in the end zone against Miami's Ryan McNeil moved the Seminoles to the 18-yard line. On first down, Lee ran wide to the left side for 1 yard. Out of timeouts, Weldon spiked the ball on second down, bringing up third-and-9 with 29 seconds remaining. Weldon had lost his shoe on the previous play and Florida State head coach Bobby Bowden elected to have Thomas, who was 3-for-3 on the day, attempt a field goal one down early, reasoning, "An interception, a bounced ball and you lose the ball game. You'd kick yourself in the rear for the rest of your life." With both Miami's and Florida State's national championship aspirations riding on the outcome, Thomas came on to attempt a 34-yard, potential game-winning field goal.

––––––––
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2001 SEASON

[image: 2001 Miami Hurricanes, the greatest college football team of all ...]The 2001 Miami Hurricanes were led by first-year head coach Larry Coker and played their home games at the Orange Bowl. They finished the season 12–0 overall and 7–0 in the Big East to finish as conference champion. They were invited to the Rose Bowl, which served as the BCS National Championship Game, and defeated Nebraska, 37–14, to win the school's 5th national championship. Rivals.com named the 2001 Miami Hurricanes the greatest team in the first decade of the 2000s.

The 2001 Miami Hurricanes are considered by some experts and historians to be the greatest team in college football history. The Hurricanes scored 512 (42.6 points per game) points while yielding only 117 (9.75 points allowed per game). Miami beat opponents by an average of 32.9 points per game, the largest margin in the school's history, and set the NCAA record for largest margin of victory over consecutive ranked teams (124–7). The offense set the school scoring record, while the defense led the nation in scoring defense (fewest points allowed), pass defense, and turnover margin. Additionally, the Hurricane defense scored eight touchdowns of its own. Six players earned All-American status and six players were finalists for 

national awards, including Maxwell Award winner, Ken Dorsey, and Outland Trophy winner, Bryant McKinnie. Dorsey was also a Heisman finalist, finishing third.

Among the numerous stars on the 2001 Miami squad were: quarterback Ken Dorsey; running backs Clinton Portis, Willis McGahee, Najeh Davenport, and Frank Gore; tight end Jeremy Shockey; wide receiver Andre Johnson; offensive tackle Bryant McKinnie; defensive linemen Jerome McDougle, William Joseph, and Vince Wilfork; linebackers Jonathan Vilma and D.J. Williams; and defensive backs Ed Reed, Mike Rumph, and Phillip Buchanon. Additional contributors included future stars Kellen Winslow II, Sean Taylor, Antrel Rolle, Vernon Carey, and Rocky McIntosh. In all, an extraordinary 17 players from the 2001 Miami football team were drafted in the first round of the NFL Draft.
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