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(Series Summary) Because I'm a Woman

(The Treat Mint)
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Zainab is a fifteen-year-old girl who is not pretty and (ugly in appearance), but her features reveal kindness and naivety... and that she carries within her a pure heart, a chaste soul, and overflowing feelings

that shine through her eyes. She did not complete her education and lives in a working-class neighborhood. She suffers from many pressures in life, the first and most important of which is her stepmother's extremely harsh treatment of her and her extreme injustice towards Zainab. Her father's cruelty and obedience to his wife in everything related to Zainab are also factors in her life. Throughout the series, Zainab dreams of achieving her dream of completing her education, which she was denied after completing primary school. She initially attempts to do so, but fails, beset by her stepmother's strong refusal and opposition to her dream. Her father also refuses to allow her to complete her education, as he is unconvinced of the necessity of educating girls and is obedient to her husband's orders. This is the primary obstacle facing the heroine. On the other hand, she is besieged by the economic circumstances of her poor family. And she barely has enough to live on. When Zainab despairs of achieving her dream, which has always been with her throughout the series, of completing her education, she turns in another direction, especially after she becomes a young woman. Her frustrated dream of completing her education turns into a dream of marriage. She wishes for a man who will share her feelings with her like other girls, who will make her feel his love and compassion for her. She believed that this man would compensate her for the cruelty of her stepmother and the neglect of her father. However, even this dream collided with her ugly appearance and shattered on the rock of her ugly features, which carried a degree of ugliness. Consequently, these features stood as an obstacle between her and finding any man to marry her. No one proposed to her. They were also an impregnable barrier against her inner desire for any young man or man to look at her or even wish for her to slip up, as she wished. Although she loved Ezzat, her friend The neighbor's son, whom she used to see and love silently whenever she visited Nahed, her neighbor and only friend. However, she kept her feelings inside, fearing that Ezzat would reject her because of her appearance and the fact that she hadn't completed her education, while he had become a famous lawyer. She preferred to love him without hope and live with her own fantasy, without him knowing or feeling it. The repressed dream of femininity inside her, trapped by her appearance and suffocated inside her, became like a prisoner. Thus, the heroine enters into repeated and violent conflicts, which generates a hidden hatred within her, or a kind of internal rebellion against her life, her appearance, and all the circumstances she lives in. This creates exciting dramatic events that push the heroine's reactions forward. As the series unfolds, Zainab encounters a new frustration and a failure greater than all the previous ones, even the most dangerous and cruel of them all: her acceptance of... Marriage to Shahata... This comes after he learned of Ezzat's engagement to another girl, due to his mother's pressure and insistence on marriage. Shahata works with her father in a factory owned by one of the country's most important and wealthy businessmen. Shahata is an opportunist and a bribe-taker who spies on the factory's news and the work and projects of all the companies owned by the factory owner and his son. All of this is for the benefit and account of another competitor, a businessman who competes with the factory owner and holds a grudge against him, as a result of an old feud between them and this competitor's father, whose name is Saleh Al-Mohammadi. However, Shahata, after marrying Zainab, let her down and did not treat her as she had hoped. Instead, he treated her with extreme contempt, hatred, and aversion to her appearance. He always taunts her about her ugliness, hurling insults, curses, and abuse at her. He often beats her, accusing her of not marrying her if he hadn't married her. What... and he betrays her repeatedly... and reminds her that before marrying her, he pitied her situation, nothing more... and that he also pitied her father (Hassanin), who was involved with him in the thefts and operations they carried out on their own account without the knowledge of the factory owner... After a while, Shahata began working in the antiquities trade and smuggling currency secretly... before marrying Zainab and becoming rich... Shahata always reminds Zainab that her father pressured him because of their shared interests. Because of what Shehata did, which was raping Zainab one day while he was taking her to her father's new house, which he had moved to after becoming rich as a result of his secret work with Shehata. Since Shehata was drunk and not in his right mind, Zainab became angry, which led to her father pressuring him to marry her against his will after what he had done. Therefore, he considered his marriage to her a cheap marriage for him. After that, Shehata decided to take revenge on her father, imprisoning him and then killing him after his release from prison. Zainab later discovered that Shehata, her husband, was the one who imprisoned and killed her father. She decided to take revenge on him for everything he had done to her and to her father. But fate overtook her, and Shehata was killed in the apartment of a dancer with whom he had a suspicious relationship. Zainab faced a greater shock and more violent frustration. She turns a blind eye to Shehata's treatment of her and hides his repeated insults from her father, hoping that he would change for the better and, with time, discover a different kind of inner beauty in her. He sees in her a good, loyal, and faithful wife. But no way. Shehata was far from that thinking. He hated her so much that he prioritized the two children Zainab bore him. The boy even fell ill one time and died due to Shehata's father's neglect and failure to send the child to the doctor. He believed that the child resembled his mother Zainab, and therefore his death was better. Conflicts escalate between Zainab and her mother-in-law, Shehata's mother, who hated her and treated her harshly, just like her own son. After Shehata's murder, Shehata's mother kidnapped the little girl, who was the only one left, Zainab's only companion. The internal conflict grows. For Zainab, the dramatic plot escalates and develops. The heroine's repressed self-motivations grow and develop inside her until the events reach their climax when fate leads her and she falls prey to one of the women.

She took all the money he had deposited in the bank and deprived Zainab of her inheritance, based on the power of attorney she had. This left her with no choice but this path, which she felt would fulfill more than one desire and inner wish. This pimp helped Zainab financially in undergoing the plastic surgery, because she would benefit from it later and recover double what she had paid, with the additional benefit of Zainab working with her in prostitution. Zainab calls herself "Zizi," but after a while, she feels guilty, remorseful, and sinful after she had satisfied her frustrated inner desire. She turns to the path of repentance for her sins and transgressions, and enters into another conflict, more complex and fierce than before. She enters a maze, the result of the cruelty of everything that had happened: her falling into the hands of one of the groups. Extremist and terrorist groups claiming to be Islamic groups calling for religion and the establishment of an Islamic state, following the events of the January 25, 2011 Revolution, and the rise of these groups to power as an opportunity and a conspiracy that had been hatched for some time in their favor, namely the Muslim Brotherhood, from which Islam is innocent, will exploit one of the female members of this group and exploit Zainab's desire to repent and her deep regret for her sin. Under the banner of religion and false Islam, they will tempt her to wear the niqab as proof and a reason for her repentance to be accepted by God!!! Zainab becomes a member of this group and engages in terrorist activities. She undergoes what they call "jihad marriage," a disguised fornication disguised as marriage. They call it "jihad marriage," and consider it a form of jihad and a relief for male jihadists. They consider it permissible! And that group convinced her that this is one of the conditions of repentance...and drawing closer to God

and getting rid of the infidels in the country...so she participates in the demonstrations and holds a sit-in in Rabaa Square

Al-Adawiya and Al-Nahda...and with time she feels the extent of the lies, misguidance and immorality of this group

and enters a new struggle, clashing with the hateful reality of the Muslim Brotherhood. Zainab discovers that this is the true face of religion after long thinking, struggle and analysis. With the escalation of events, she feels that she was deceived by this religion and by this God who has never stood by her one day, and that what they say about extremism and these Islamic groups is nothing but a beautification of the ugly face of the true religion, without falsehood, which is represented by these groups that reveal the true face of this terrorist religion. However, the society and environment in which Zainab lived were deceiving her and others like her all the time, and they tried to patch up and beautify the religion and delude her and others like her, the simpletons, that it is a religion of tolerance and that it is far from terrorism, so that they would remain deceived all the time and led by this religion and so that they would not They leave him because politics and religion are two sides of the same coin, and both represent a dirty duo, and the ruler needs a cleric. After that, Zainab realized that the revolution should not be just about the demands of the people, but rather a revolution against religion and the false religious beliefs that she had been taught all along, without thinking or awareness. She and her fellow citizens lived in the illusion of God, who were deceived by conspiracy theories and that Western agendas were conspiring against them. This was untrue and merely false media. After a while, Zainab discovers the truth and discovers that what they are doing in Jihad al-Nikah is no different from the prostitution she had practiced before. After that, Zainab is accused of killing many innocent people after participating in a Brotherhood march that included weapons and Molotov cocktails, killing many children and innocent women and men. She is imprisoned for a period of time until fate throws her into the hands of Ezzat, whom she loved and still loves. Ezzat defends her steadfastly in court, believing in her innocence. The events continue, taking Zainab from one twist to another. After the heroine's character matures, she recently discovers that she was chasing a mirage she thought was real. After Ezzat defends her in court and confesses to her, she discovers that he loved her without realizing it or being aware of it. He never looked at her appearance, which she feared would affect his feelings for her. Rather, he looked at her essence, her pure metal, her delicate and overflowing feelings, and the tenderness of her feelings. This is what Zainab had hoped for and dreamed of since the beginning. Here begins the moment of enlightenment, the turning point in the series, as Zainab begins to discover herself, a true discovery that is neither illusory nor false. The heroine tries to make up for what she has missed in life, the most important of which is her old dream of obtaining a degree and completing her education. She finds the solution to all her problems, completes her education, obtains a degree, and begins her new life with someone she loves and who loves her. The heroine realizes that no matter how dark and miserable life is, there must be a point of light and a strong will that she shows, through which a person can achieve the impossible if they possess the determination that Zainab possessed and through which she regained her balance once again. Here we see that Zainab's difficult circumstances have made her an invincible, unbreakable, and unyielding steel. Even if her determination weakens and her strength fails for a while, she will regain her strength once again, and this is the same thing that happened with Zainab, especially after Ezzat stands by her side and her old friend (Nahid) also stands by her and helps her. Although it seems to the viewer that there is no room for this woman or girl to become happy or to have a place or respect in society, the viewer will be surprised by the opposite. When Zainab reaches the path to success, achieves her ambitions and goals, and becomes a successful person. Throughout the series, she has loved poetry, literary writing, and articles, reading them, and spending whatever money she can on poetry books. She even had a talent for writing delicate poems before her marriage to Shehata. By the end of the series, Zainab will become a distinguished and well-known poet, giving poetry seminars and cultural evenings. The series consists of thirty episodes. The episodes revolve around the psychological struggles, obstacles, and successive obstacles that the heroine faces throughout the series’ events, in her constant pursuit of achieving her goals, which she thwarts one goal after another. Each episode contains exciting and suspenseful surprises and events that attract the viewer.
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Episode 1
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Scene / Action Dialogue / Description (English Translation)

Scene 1: Popular Alley (Exterior/Day) Action: Shot of children playing in the street.

Aleyya's Voice (Off-screen): "You, girl, you wretch! Answer me, may water be caught in your throat/may you suffocate!"

Scene 2: Hassanein's Apartment (Interior/Day) Action: Aleyya advances violently toward Zeinab and slaps her hard. Zeinab cries.

Zeinab: "Shame on you! Why do you always hit me and hate me? I'm like your daughter too!"  

Aleyya: "May your life be forbidden to you! Go wander all day! If I had a daughter like you, I would have killed her! Go, I hope God rids me of you!"  

Zeinab: "I swear to God I didn't hear you call. Please, Aunt Aleyya, don't tell my father or he will hit me."  

Aleyya (Dominant): "And do you want him to believe you, you bad-luck face?! Your face cuts off the livelihood from the house. You'll stay sitting here like a gloomy monkey!"  

Scene 3: Zeinab and Siblings' Bedroom (Interior/Night) Action: Zeinab cries. She goes to the mirror. Hassanein enters.

Hassanein: "What is the end of these actions of yours with Aleyya? I want this to stop!"  

Zeinab: "What actions? I swear I did nothing." 

Hassanein (Angrily scolding): "Shut up! Since your mother died, Aleyya has taken care of you! You must listen to her!"  

Zeinab: "You always call me a liar and believe her! No matter how much I swear to you..."  

Hassanein (Interrupting angrily): "Enough! If I hear her complain about you again, I will set you on fire! I will beat you to death and relieve myself of your gloomy face!"  
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