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INTRODUCTION

The spectrum of Man's consciousness is vast. We are faintly becoming aware that there are states of awareness on this planet as high above those of `average' man as his are above that of a domesticated animal, and that every man has the potential within him to embrace such elevated states. The attainment of them forms part of what is called Esoteric Sciences.

The growing acceptance of Esoteric Astrology parallels the growth of Man's mind. His increasing awareness embraces not only new viewpoints as to the structure of the universe about him, but also new concepts about his own place in the order of things. The expanded mind of nineteenth century man would no longer accept Genesis or the current teachings that placed Man's origin in time as being 4,000 B.C. Darwinism and the discoveries of Gregor Mendel concerning inheritance of characteristics altered all that.

The best way to appreciate Esoteric Astrology is to see it as an integral part of Ancient Wisdom. The totality of the Wisdom of the Ages brought into being such giant projects as the Great Pyramid of Giza, which was already old 50,000 years ago—an edifice which was but one of many which expressed outwardly the Inner Mysteries which were unveiled only to the privileged few in each developing civilisation.

To the enlightened, our universe is seen as an immense cosmic Entity, a sentient Being in Whom man but lives and moves and has his being. No less is the tiniest atom a sentient point within the consciousness of the Cosmic Logos.* When we speak of a planet, a fixed star, a galaxy and even greater units, we are referring in Esoteric Astrology to vast celestial Beings whose consciousnesses flood us all constantly, benignly or malevolently according to the various factors present.

* See The Jewel in the Lotus by Dr. Douglas M. Baker.

Astronomy is the study of the anatomy of the universe . . . a Cosmic Entity. The giant radio and visual telescopes plot the structures of His parts. Astrology, on the other hand, deals with the effects that the anatomical parts of the celestial Beings have on each other. Astrology is therefore concerned with the physiology of the universe. Orthodox astrology is concerned with the physiological effects of celestial structures upon that tiny, short-lived group of ‘cells’ in the body of the Cosmic entity which we call Humanity. Esoteric Astrology tries to understand the interaction of great cosmic entities with each other and studies the long-term effects which their interplay has upon the human race and its home, the planet Earth.

Esoteric Astrology is more concerned with the indwelling Life of a form rather than its personality, and with whether the form expresses the life’s purpose rather than with its aggrandisement or analysis. The working out of cosmic laws, like the Law of Karma and Rebirth and the Law of Synthesis, are deemed of more import for they fashion the destiny of the sum-total of Man rather than a fragment of him, such as the manifesting personality of one little life within the great immortal Life of a human monad. Esoteric Astrology is concerned with the personality only from the point of view of bringing it into alignment with the Soul, the Higher Self and its purpose.

Esoteric Astrology intimately incorporates Esoteric Psychology, which differs from orthodox psychology (though not existential psychology) in recognising a third factor as part of the totality of Man. Non-esoteric psychology considers Man’s behaviour to result from the interplay between the genetically acquired equipment with which he is born and the environment into which he is thrust. Esoteric psychology says that Man possesses a higher nature—an eternal, immortal and enduring part of him. Spiritual integrity depends on the extent to which the personality is aware of and interacting with its indwelling spiritual Nature.



HOW ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY DIFFERS FROM ORTHODOX ASTROLOGY

Man is a magnetic field at all levels—physically, etherically, astrally, mentally, etc. He lives within the magnetic field of the earth, as he has done for centuries. Dividing the earth’s magnetism into twelve segments in relation to ourselves, we have the twelve houses relevant to the science of astrology. Moving through these houses, 24 hours a day, in each day, are the huge magnetic fields impressed on us by the Fixed Stars and those constellations of stars known as the Zodiac, the influences of which are tremendous. Then there are also the magnetic fields of the planets within our own solar system which reach us mainly through our inner bodies and aura, and they change in relation to each other and to us every day.

When these fields affect our personalities through the lower three (the physical, the astral and the mental), we call this Orthodox or Exoteric Astrology. However, when these forces reach us through our souls (and their action may be spread over many lives), we call this Esoteric Astrology—the astrology of the Soul. Thus, Esoteric Astrology is concerned with:


	
The Soul’s progress and its opportunity to express itself in this particular life.



	
Factors which affect the personality from within and from previous lives, through the mechanism of the Law of Cause and Effect or Karma.



	
The unfoldment of the egoic lotus, for the Soul of man is said to be likened by the Masters of the Wisdom to an unfolding lotus of three tiers of petals.





The drawing opposite depicts the origin of The Seven Rays, arising as they do from the seven stars of The Great Bear (sometimes called The Plough). They are the outward manifestation of the seven Head Centres of “The One About Whom Naught May Be Said.” He is using the great Sun Sirius, known as the Dog-Star, the Star of Mercury and the Star of the Buddha, to focus the light of the Seven Rays (of Logoic Mind), as symbolised by the mirror, onto the Sign of Aquarius and the planet Earth . . .

From the point of Light within the Mind of God
Let light stream forth into the minds of men.
Let light descend on Earth.
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GRAND MAN OF THE HEAVENS
HE POINTS (THE FINGER OF GOD) AT THE NEW AGE, AND ENERGY FOLLOWS THOUGHT.

Beneath his beard (concealed by the Wisdom of the Ages) lies the secret of The Pleiades, worn as a seven-starred necklace overlying His Throat Centre.

Our Sun lies over His Heart Centre and radiates out its note of Love-Wisdom . . .

From the point of Love within the Heart of God
Let Love stream forth into the hearts of men.
May Christ return to Earth.

The symbol of Earth lies directly in the two streams of energy and contains at its centre the Sign of Christos.

The Finger of God has not quite drawn the full Sign of Aquarius, implying that the Age is not yet fully manifest.
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TAURUS THE BULL



“Nothing exists nor happens in the visible sky that is not sensed in some hidden moment by the faculties of Earth and Nature.”

—Kepler in his De Siella Nova


“I am certain that the celestial bodies have in them certain influences besides heat and light.”

—Francis Bacon

“Whatever is born or done this moment of time has the qualities of this moment of time.”

—Carl G. Jung

“It almost seems as though we are moving through a series of scientific fantasies to a proof of ancient beliefs.”

—Sir Bernard Lovell



ESOTERIC ASTROLOGY: TAURUS

by Considerator

The graphic symbol of this Sign represents schematically a bull’s head and horns. The constellation of Taurus, with which the Sign is connected, is made up of many stars, among which is bright Aldebaran forming its right angle. It contains two important groups of stars, the Pleiades in its neck and the Iades in its head.

From the esoteric point of view the constellation and the Sign of the Bull have great importance and deep meaning. In The Secret Doctrine (I: 721) it is said that the Constellation of Taurus was called the Mother of Revelation and the Interpreter of the Divine Voice. According to Esoteric Astrology the symbol of the bull represents first of all, man, “the bull of God” stretching forth towards illumination; it is the soul, emerging free of bonds with its horns ( symbol of duality) protecting the “eye of light,” or as it is said in the gospel, “maketh the whole body full of light.”

The Pleiades are considered symbolically as “the wives of the seven Rishis” or Great Cosmic Entities manifesting through the seven stars of Ursa Major. They have also a particular connection with the Seven Celestial Men, that is, with the Planetary Spirits, the Seven Saved Planets or Sacred Planets of our solar system, and with the development of the mind principle in them. The Pleiades are the “Mothers of the seven aspects of life in the form” and correspond to “the Mother suckling the Christ Child”.

One of the Pleiades, Alcyone, is called “the Star of the Individual” and also the Star of the Intelligence, and in the dim past, the energy coming from it impregnated matter with the qualities of mind. This was an influx expressing the qualities of the Third Ray (the Ray of Intelligent Activity) from which our planet, the Earth, directly derived (the Ray of the Planetary Logos of the Earth being the Third).

The fundamental notes or qualities of the Sign of the Bull are expressed in human terms and in connection with man: desire and illumination.


Desire has a most important function in the evolution of man. In the first stages of his development, man is urged on by desire. He is drawn on by it like the renowned mirage towards illusory pleasures and personal satisfactions so as to come out of his torpor and inertia in order to go through manifold experience. This corresponds to the wandering of the prodigal son who leaves his father’s house to travel to a far country. Later on, after a series of bitter disappointments, the desire for experience and satisfaction becomes transformed into a desire for knowledge. Man then desires to grasp the why and wherefore of life, its meaning and its aims. This intelligent desire brings about spiritual illumination. In the light of spirit, man discovers the vanity of “earthly idols” of personal attachment and acknowledges true values. Then arises in him the desire to overcome desire - the thirst for liberation. In other words, desire is transmuted into aspiration and later into spiritual love.

THE ZODIACAL CROSS

The Sign of Taurus, together with those of Leo, Scorpio and Aquarius, constitute Transmutation: desire becomes aspiration and selfishness is transmuted into selflessness.

The upright staff of the Fixed Cross is made of Aquarius-Leo. This axis shows that the egotistical individual in Leo learns the lesson of the Cross and becomes decentralised, develops group consciousness and devotes himself to service (the qualities of Aquarius). The horizontal staff of the Fixed Cross is formed by Taurus-Scorpio. This means that “the desire for spiritual values ends by substituting desire for material things, and this happens on account of the trials which man undergoes in Scorpio. ‘Earth’ and ‘Water’ (Taurus and Scorpio) must be bound and fused together. The truth here conveyed by these two Signs lies behind all teachings on baptism and purification. The earthly and material desire of Taurus must in due time be subjected to the influences of the purifying water in Scorpio. Baptism by means of water (corresponding to the Second Initiation) requires a period of trail and purification.”
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RELATION TO THE OPPOSITE SIGN

The fact that Taurus and Scorpio are at two opposite points of the Zodiac, that is, at a distance of 180 degrees (remember that each Sign spans 30 degrees, and that the whole circle or zodiacal wheel being made up of twelve Signs, is divided into 360 degrees) makes them exercise a peculiar reciprocal action upon each other. But the effects of the action differ whether they work on ordinary human beings who are going round the zodiacal wheel (in their many incarnations) clock-wise or whether they work on disciples and initiates who are passing through the Zodiacal Signs in an anti-clockwise direction. In the second case, the results appear in their spiritual aspect.

Thus, in the relationship between Taurus and Scorpio, the following pertains:


	
For ordinary human beings, action is exercised from Taurus To Scorpio in the following way: “Intense and concentrated inferior desire leads to death and failure. The triumph of the inferior nature leads at last to satisfaction and death. Man is a person of desire and at last becomes aware of his captivity.”



	
For those who deliberately tread the path of spiritual development, action takes place from Scorpio to Taurus, causing the final victory for the soul over the form. Death and darkness are transformed into life and light. The dark night of the soul becomes radiant sunshine.





PLANETS AND RAYS GOVERNING THE SIGN OF TAURUS

There are two planets which rule Taurus. The exoteric one is the planet Venus; the esoteric one is the planet Vulcan (as yet still unknown to astronomers) whose orbit lies between Mercury and the Sun. It is well to study carefully the psychospiritual qualities of these great planetary entities and those of their Rays, such knowledge being of great help in the understanding of the Sign they govern. We are then more able to gauge the work we can do ourselves through utilising the qualities and energies emanating from them.

THE PLANET VENUS

It must be born in mind that when speaking of a planet, of its nature, influence etc., what is really meant is the planetary entity of which the heavenly body is only the outward and visible sign. In this connection, esoteric teachings differ more than in any other case from current notions, whether mythological or astrological. In fact, while Venus is generally regarded as the planet of love, marriage, pleasure and beauty, according to the Ancient Wisdom the specific content of its planetary Logos is Mind.

In fact, as it has already been hinted, the planetary Lord or Logos of Venus is the representative within our solar system of the fifth Ray, the Ray of Mind and of Concrete Knowledge.

It may be said that through the influence of Venus, two great opposites, the fifth Kingdom (Kingdom of Souls) and the third Kingdom (that of the animals) were placed in rapport with each other and were able to produce out of both, the Fourth or Human Kingdom on Earth.

It is due to the fact that Venus connects certain pairs of opposites that the minds of man associated it with sex and sexual life, that is, with the relation of opposites in the physical world.

On the other hand it must be borne in mind that in the spiritual and esoteric fields, too rigid and absolute distinctions must not be made. Thus, in the case of Venus, because of its high degree of development in which the manasic and mental principle is already intimately linked with the Buddhic principle - representing intuition, union, and spiritual love - apparent opposites have been synthesised. And on lower levels than these corresponding to the emotional plane, Logos and Ego do not keep stiffly separate but are interwoven, react with each other and are mutually interdependent. They form what has been called Kama-manas, an intermediate entity characterising man, and which is a mixture, in varying proportions, of desire, lovingness and concrete mind.

Thus, the fact that Venus governs the Signs of Taurus and Libra means that, as the fount of intelligence, it governs either through desire (in the less advanced stages) or through love (in the later stages). In the Sign of Taurus, this means that desire (intelligent desire) is the means through which the mind expresses itself. This in ordinary man is the aim of knowledge. In Libra a point of balance between material, personal desire, and intelligent spiritual love is reached.

From another point of view, it may be said that Venus represents the manifestation of the love principle through the directing power of mind and that “when man prepares to move from the Mutable Cross to the Fixed Cross, he comes, by action of Venus, under the influence of Mind transmuted into Wisdom through Love.”

The mythological teaching is ingeniously interpreted by Dane Rudhyar as follows:

The sea always signifies universal collective undifferentiated life. From it, by means of rhythmic movement and cyclic growth (the foam of the waves) the individual is born. Similarly from the ocean of daily experience is brought forth meaning. The “part of meaning” develops from the suffering, from the conflicts and the doubts that man goes through. Venus is born from foam and is carried along on a shell lined with mother-of-pearl. In this may be found the symbol of the fact that meaning presupposes dynamism, and the agitating of the mobile substances of feeling (waves and foam) and also the formative power of mind represented by the irridescent shell reflecting the glory of heaven.*

* New Mansions for New Men, p. 161

THE FIFTH RAY OF CONCRETE KNOWLEDGE AND SCIENCE

Modern man with his developed and active mind demonstrates the general nature of this Ray because it is actually operative and active in his own mind, urging him to look into and study the phenomena of nature, and producing in him an unquenchable thirst for knowledge. But if from the mere awareness of the outward quality of this Ray we pass to consideration of its intimate nature, of its varied aspects, of its diverse functions, of its manifold relations, the subject becomes more arduous.

Indeed, the conscious manifestation of the Ray in the human mind is only an inferior reflection of its true, lofty and spiritual nature which may be called spiritual abstract mind. Through it, “this Ray is a pure channel for Divine Will”. (Treatise on the Seven Rays, p. 76)

Between spiritual mind (one of the aspects of the Higher Triad reflected by the Monad) and concrete human mind (a part of the personality) stands the soul, ego or higher self, acting as a connecting link between the two. It is important to realise this mental quality of the soul. In order to understand it, it is necessary to refer to esoteric teachings on the origin of the soul and on the way in which the Fourth or Human Kingdom, had its inception. In the  second volume of The Secret Doctrine, which treats precisely of anthropogenesis, much is said about the intervention of the Manasaputras or “Sons of Mind,” also called “Solar Angels,” who incarnated in living forms or bodies, the outcome of a long preparation and evolution, or projected into them a spark of their mental essence. Thus those spiritual beings, also called Kumara (Virgin) and Agnishwatta (forbears of fire) implanted within human forms the germ of self-awareness, or intelligent consciousness, which is the essential characteristic of man.
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RITUAL PLOWING WITH BULLS AS DEPICTED ON A BABYLONIAN SEAL IMPRESSION. THE MEN ARE PROBABLY PRIESTS; THE PLOW IS AN ADVANCED “SEEDER TYPE”.
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RED BISON: CAVE ART OF THE OLD STONE AGE AT ALTAMIRA, SPAIN.

The great event, this precious gift, constituted an immense sacrifice for those divine beings, who to accomplish their end, had to  “come down” and limit themselves (die mystically) by entering the tomb of matter. It was a great act of love and devotion and therefore, their esoteric name is “Lords of persevering incessant devotion”.

Many other important teachings on this subject are contained in the Treatise on Cosmic Fire. Suffice it to mention here that the invention of the Manasaputras produced on the mental plane the formation of the causal body of egoic lotus, the vehicle for the manifestation of the soul on the plane where it dwells. This “body,” oval in shape, is colourless at first, and its “petals” or force lines, are closed and inactive. But as man’s evolution proceeds - as his personality, represented symbolically by the roots in the earth - and  as the stem in the water feeds the “lotus” with its experience - the lotus gradually opens its petals until the shining inner “jewel” appears. In other words, the causal body becomes organised, and developing, permits the functioning of man’s full spiritual self-awareness and its expansion, till it includes other beings and identifies itself with its fellows, with a  group soul or group consciousness.
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