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This book is dedicated to all the past, present and future residents of Chittaranjan Park.
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Chittaranjan Park or CR park is a residential colony in South Delhi, bordered by Greater Kailash 1 and 2 and located close to areas such as Nehru place, Alaknanda, Kalkaji and Govindpuri. It is sometimes called "Little Kolkata" because of the Kolkata style street food, Bengali culture and festivals celebrated here.

Previously called EPDP Colony or East Pakistan Displaced Persons Colony and Purbachal, CR Park is a Bengali dominated colony that was originally developed to house refugees of partition from East Bengal, but has recently become more diverse. It is a cultural treat famous for its celebration of Durga Puja, Bengali snacks and sweets. 

In this book we discuss the famous landmarks and festivals in CR Park. This is intended to be partly a travel guide for those who want to experience this microcosm of Bengali culture in New Delhi. 

Our own Bose family has been resident in Delhi for a very long time, originally residing in Kashmere Gate and later moving to CR Park. 
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Siva Prasad Bose is a writer of introductory guides on aspects of law in India and a retired electrical engineer. He received his electrical engineering degree from Jadavpur University, Kolkata and has a law degree from Meerut University, Meerut. 

Siva has been a resident of CR Park in New Delhi for more than 15 years. He previously lived with his family at Kashmere Gate in Old Delhi, attended Bengali Boys' School in Kashmere Gate and was an active participant and football player in the Bengali club, also in Kashmere Gate.

Joy Bose is a researcher and data scientist. 
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Chapter 1: History of Chittaranjan Park and Bengalis in Delhi
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In this chapter we discuss briefly about the history of Bengalis in Delhi and of CR Park.

1.1 British and Pre-British Era

Bengalis in Delhi have existed since the Mughal times. However, their population received a boost when the capital of India was shifted by the British from Kolkata to Delhi in 1911 and many Bengali government servants from Kolkata migrated to Delhi. 

Most of the Bengalis settled in areas of old Delhi in the 20th century such as Kashmere Gate, Tis Hazari, Gol Market, Minto Road and also RK Puram. The oldest of the Kali mandirs and Durga Pujas in Delhi are around the same locations. 

Cultural institutions like the Bengali club in Kashmere Gate and schools like the Bengali School were formed in early 20th century.
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Figure: Building of the Bengali senior Secondary School in Kashmere Gate, also site of the Kashmere Gate Durga Puja
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Figure: Entrance to Minto Road Durga Puja, one of the earliest continuous Durga Pujas in Delhi
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Figure: Priest performing the arati of Goddess Durga at Kashmere gate Durga puja, a puja with history of more than 100 years
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Figure: Entrance to New Delhi Kali Bari in Gole Market

1.2 Immigration of Bengalis After Partition

The next big wave of Bengali immigration to Delhi came in the 1940s and 1950s, when the partition brought many Hindu Bengalis from East Bengal or East Pakistan (later Bangladesh after 1972). Many of the new Bengalis immigrants originally settled in Kashmere Gate and other areas where Bengalis were residing, as well as some of the refugee colonies for refugees from Punjab. 

The East Bengal Displaced Persons (EBDP) Association was formed in 1954 to support and take care of the displaced persons of the partition from East Bengal. 

Many of the formerly displaced persons from Bengal who moved to Delhi and were mostly from the middle class, soon started working in various government or private jobs in Delhi as per their qualifications.

After a sustained period of petitions, the Indian government in early 1960s allocated a piece of land to the Bengalis in what was originally a forested and rocky area. The original allotees were given plots of land upon showing some proof of their property in East Bengal. More than 2000 plots were allotted in this way. After that, many of the new refugees moved to that location. Many started to construct their houses on the allotted plots and moved in soon after.

For reference, a similar plot of land was also given by the Indian government to Hindu Punjabis who came from West Punjab to Delhi after the partition and was named Lajpat Nagar after the freedom fighter Lala Lajpat Rai. 

The Bengali colony was originally called EPDP colony (East Pakistan Displaced Persons Colony) and Purbachal and later renamed as Chittaranjan Park (CR Park for short) after the respected freedom fighter Deshbandhu Chittaranjan Das. 

The Delhi Development Authority or DDA also helped in constructing many of the original houses in CR Park, as well as building a separate residential colony in nearby Kalkaji. 
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