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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download for FREE:
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​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN: PREQUEL –

Christmas Before the Magic

Question the Darkness

Into the Darkness

Fight the Darkness

Alone in the Darkness

Lost the Darkness
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​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 

Book IV - Royal Tea 

Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate

Book X – Strength & Power

Book XI – Last One Standing

Book XII – Rae of Light
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Matter of Time

Time Piece

Second Chance

Glitch in Time

Our Time

Precious Time

​​​​



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel


[image: ]




Living in the Past
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Present for Today
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Staring at the Future
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Book 1 – Stopping Time

Book 2 – A Passage of Time

Book 3 – Ticking Clock

Book 4 – Just in Time

Book 5 – Time in the City

Book 6 – Ultimate Future
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Book 1 - School of Potential

Book 2 - Myths & Magic

Book 3 - Kith & Kin

Book 4 - Playing With Power

Book 5 - Line of Ancestry

Book 6 - Descent of Hope

Book 7 – Illusion of Shadows

Book 8 – Frozen by the Future

Book 9 – Guilt of My Past

Book 10 – Demise of Magic

Book 11- Rise of the Prophecy

Book 12 – Deafened by the Past
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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IT'S TIME TO PICK A side... 

When Aria and her friends discover Dorian's secret, they find themselves faced with a choice. Will they pledge themselves solely to the Privy Council—an organization sometimes hampered by its own moral obligation to see in only black and white—or is there room to operate within a shade of grey?

Compromises are made, standards are adjusted. Bit by bit, the friends find themselves slipping to the point where it's almost impossible to see where they started.

A storm is coming. There's only so long you can straddle two worlds before they eventually collide. 

Will the gang find their way back across the lines that divided them?

Or will they find themselves lost on the other side?
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Chapter 1
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Aria stared at Dorian.

Dorian stared at Aria.

Then they both looked down at the coffee spilled across the floor.

I shouldn’t have left my dorm... I should still be asleep...

Filtered sunlight poured through the half-drawn curtains as the rest of the school slowly awoke on the other side of the lawn. It suddenly seemed impossible to believe she had just been laughing with her friends in the cafeteria, recapping their bizarrely infantile training session with Michael over pancakes and eggs. From the moment she’d entered Dorian’s cottage the rest of the world seemed to have stalled behind her, like she’d stepped into a time-warp, unable to escape.

“Would you like to sit?”

Her eyes snapped up and she stared at him a moment. Then they both turned at the same time to look at the bed. There wasn’t any other place in the room to accommodate such a thing. The room might have been cluttered beyond imagination, but the one thing it lacked was chairs.

Dorian seemed to realize the same thing the second he asked the question. His cheeks darkened and he tightened his hand on the towel wrapped around his waist.

“Or we could just stand?”

She sucked in a quick breath, pressing her palms flat against her legs. Everything about this felt wrong. From the trespassing, to the shower, to the giant fucking map mounted on his wall.

Walk. Out. The. Door.

“All right, this is awkward.” She chanced a look at Dorian, and he flashed an embarrassed smile. “I didn’t know you were stopping by...give me a second to get dressed.”

He waited until she nodded, then vanished down the hallway.

The second he was gone, she sprang back into action—stepping slowly away from the coffee as she fixed her gaze upon the wall. She would love to have said the extra time afforded her some kind of clarity. She would love to have said she followed that tiny voice inside her and simply raced back down the deserted hall. But she did none of those things. From the second her eyes fell on that crisscrossing diorama of paper and string, her body simply shut down.

For the next few seconds she stood exactly where he’d left her, staring unblinkingly at the wall—all her extremities feeling strangely numb. Numb except for the searing pain across her chest.

With a sudden yelp she glanced down to see that her lace camisole had somehow fused into her body, still steaming from the boiling coffee she’d spilled on it just moments before. She could hear Dorian rummaging around in the bathroom. The hall was between them and the door was closed.

Get yourself together.

With another quick breath she peeled off the stained shirt, yanking it over her head and conjuring another. It was about halfway on, when there was a creak in the wooden floorboards and a throat cleared softly behind her. She jumped a mile, whirling around frantically to face the wall.

“Sorry!” she gasped, battling with the fabric. “It was the coffee—”

“That’s okay,” he answered quickly, turning around to stare back down the hall. “I didn’t...just...just take your time.”

Kill me now.

Her fair cheeks flamed as she yanked the shirt over her head—not much caring what it was, just so long as it covered her skin. Not until later would she realize it was a thick sweater, a rather counterintuitive choice considering the sweltering summer heat.

The second it was on she yanked her hair free, pulled in a faltering breath, then cast a painful look at the ceiling. Wondering if she would ever live down the shame.

“...okay.”

Dorian waited a few seconds longer, then turned around slowly. His gaze rested on her for only a moment, lingering on the knitted wool before drifting past her to the wall.

“I see you found my project.”

To be honest, Aria didn’t know what she’d found. She felt incredibly strange to have found it at all. She felt incredibly strange to be standing in the bedroom of this man’s house.

“I don’t really...” She trailed off, glancing instinctively for the exit. “I should probably just—”

“I decoded the flash drive.”

It was perhaps the only thing he could have said to make her stay. Her mouth fell open with a breath of surprise before she shook her head faintly, fixing upon the most inconsequential part.

“It was in code?”

He nodded, glancing towards his desk. The tiny device was sitting on a pile of books, right next to half a dozen empty coffee cups and a pile of notebooks smeared over with ink.

“Benji lent me his phone on the plane,” he explained. “I downloaded one of the programs onto my own. His father created a software that can handle most of these sorts of encryptions.”

She had no idea what to say to this. After a few seconds, she simply nodded.

“Yeah...Ben’s always stealing the latest stuff.”

Dorian nodded as well, then took a step towards the wall.

“This is what I found,” he concluded. “A network of people. A criminal empire. Everything from guns, to drugs, to politics, to human trafficking. All the major players are here.”

Aria took a step forward as well, overwhelmed by the sea of faces. Some of them looked deceptively innocuous, the same non-descript appearance she’d associate with weathermen or bank tellers. Others quickened the heartrate, raising the hair on the back of her neck.

Amidst the countless newspaper clippings, there were annotations scribbled beneath the photographs. Some said heroine, some listed early polling numbers. There was a picture of a cruel-looking man in the heart of Bolivia. Only two words were written beside his name. Fourteen girls.

Her wide eyes drifted from one to the next, travelling along the strings of yarn.

“It’s all connected?”

“Grimes was one of the point men,” Dorian replied, gazing up beside her. “His partner Henrick, who died at the warehouse, was another. The best I can tell there are a few dozen more, all of whom operate in their own sphere. The only thing that ties them together is the money.”

A thin green string was connecting each face, woven in amongst the rest.

I can’t believe it. She shook her head slowly, touching the tip of her finger to the yarn. All this from one man. We pulled the thread on one man...and look what it unraveled.

It was incredible. It was borderline impossible. And yet nothing about it was remotely complicated. She didn’t understand the look on Dorian’s face any more than she understood what the map was doing on his wall instead of in the tunnels beneath the Oratory.

The next step was obvious. Why did she have to say it herself?

“You need to turn this over to the Council.”

He stared at her a long time. A lot longer than was normal. Then he cocked his head towards the file cabinets. “You see that pile of papers on top?”

She nodded and went to retrieve it.

Steam was still leaking into the room from his shower, mixing with the smell of newly-brewed coffee and the faintest hint of cologne. It was making her light-headed.

“Tell me what you see.”

With nervous hands she flipped open the top file, staring down at the picture beneath. A copy of the same man was already stapled to the map, somewhere in Algeria.

“Philipe Nobu: tertiary alias.” She glanced up in confusion. “What does that mean?”

“It means he’s living under several different names. Keep reading.”

She scanned quickly down the page, memorizing as many details as she could. It read a lot like one of the case files her parents were always bringing home. The kind they’d leave on the kitchen counter by mistake, then quickly swipe away when they caught her or James reading. All the relevant information was there. Work history, travel documents, residences, known associates.

But there was something very important missing.

“There’s no criminal record.”

She and Dorian locked eyes for a moment, then he gestured back to the map. To all those forgettable and terrible faces permanently embedded in her mind.

“None of them has a criminal record.”

Her lips parted in amazement before she turned back to the files, flipping through them at top speed. It shouldn’t have been possible. It couldn’t have been true. But Dorian was right. Every single one of them was clean. Sure there were implications, things like ‘suspect in a dozen armed robberies’ and ‘attempted fraud’. But nothing concrete. The most she could find was an overdue parking ticket, still waiting to be paid. After a few minutes of searching, she slowly lifted her eyes.

“...you’ve been hunting them.”

She didn’t know why she hadn’t put it together sooner. The map of faces, the lines of string connecting them. Some of them were circled. Others had already been crossed out.

Dorian didn’t deny it, but he didn’t confirm it either.

“I’ve been tracking them,” he said carefully, waiting for her to take that final step. “One shouldn’t hunt alone.”

Their eyes met for a split second, then she froze dead still.

Aria Wardell...I need your help.

An abrupt silence fell over the room, one so heavy it was almost suffocating. Outside, the world continued as usual—birds chirping, the groundskeeper mowing the lawn—but inside it had never been so still. The two of them simply stood there. Staring at each other. Waiting.

Then a sudden vibration shook her pocket.

Perfect timing.

She reached down with a flush, silencing her phone. Dorian’s eyes twinkled as it vibrated twice more—flashing cheerfully as she tried to crush it in her hand.

“You need to get that? It might be something important.”

Her cheeks flamed again as she glanced at the screen.

It was a text from Jason. Three texts. Each more suggestive than the last.

Can’t sleep.

Think I could wake you up?

We could...not sleep together?

Dorian tilted his head, still trying not to smile.

“You want to step outside—”

“You’re serious?” she interrupted, staring directly at him. “You want...us to do this?”

The smile faded as the two locked eyes.

It was the final out. The last chance to walk it back, to say the files were fake, the map was a latent addiction to yarn, and by all accounts Bolivia was very nice this time of year.

She stared at his mouth, waiting for him to say it.

“Yes.”

...shit.

In a flash, her legs were unfrozen. The stillness of the room shattered apart as she found herself pacing in tight circles, avoiding his gaze, avoiding looking at the wall straight on.

“That’s...that’s crazy!”

It was too small a word for it. Anything they said in this small cottage would be too small a word. Didn’t he see that? Why wasn’t this being discussed by other people, in a bigger room?

He opened his mouth to say something, but she threw up her hand.

“No, we can’t—all right? We can’t do this.” She gestured blindly towards the wall, still incapable of looking directly at it. “Something like this...it’s too big.”

It was quiet for a few seconds, then he nodded slowly.

“So you think we should let them go?” His eyes rested on those case files weighing heavier and heavier in her hand. “Pretend like we didn’t see—”

“It didn’t matter that Joseph Grimes had a clean record,” she interrupted, clinging to the man’s name like a life raft. “My uncles brought him in anyway. It’s done. They arrested him.”

Dorian nodded again, never looking away from her eyes.

“Yes, they did. For travelling under a false passport.” He cocked his head slightly, staring once more at the files. “Do you think they’ve all been travelling under false passports? Do you think your uncles have time to trump up charges on every person who upsets you? When there are other criminals who need their attention? Other missions that need to be carried out?”

She opened her mouth, but no words would come.

“You have talent,” he said quietly. “You have training. You have the most powerful ink the world has ever seen.” He laughed softly, gesturing to her phone. “You have the crown prince of England on speed dial. Just with the resources that Henry—”

“Maybe we shouldn’t have introduced you to Henry,” she snapped. “Maybe we shouldn’t have started training with you at all.”

Another silence fell between them. This one lasted even longer than the first.

When it couldn’t carry on any longer, Dorian finally broke it.

“Aria...look around.” He gestured to the map, to the faces staring back at her. “Do you really think I’m the bad guy here?”

She followed his gaze, then took a step back.

For one of the first times, she didn’t know who the bad guy was. She didn’t know what the right answer was. She didn’t know what she was doing in her teacher’s bedroom.

Another step back. This one was towards the door.

“I...I have to go. I have to get back to my dorm.”

He nodded calmly, watching her retreat.

“Okay. I’ll see you later.”

She flew down the hall and out of the cottage like the hounds of hell were behind her. She didn’t remember to clean up the coffee. She didn’t remember to shut the door.

She didn’t see Dorian watching from the window as she ran all the way back to school.

*   *   *
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THIS CAN’T BE HAPPENING.

Aria sprinted straight across campus, leaping high to avoid the groundskeeper as she plowed without looking over the grass. Even in the summertime the adjacent dormitories were off-limits, but she never thought twice before yanking open the door and flying straight into Joist Hall.

Seriously can’t be happening.

The elderly house attendant was sugaring his coffee in the office, maintaining a constant vigil, just like his hawkish counterpart across the lawn. He glanced down to give it a quick stir, tapping the spoon twice on the rim before lifting his gaze once more to the deserted hall.

He never saw the teenage girl streak past the second in between.

Cannot be happening!

With an extra burst of speed she blurred up the winding stairs, only vaguely aware that the last time she’d done so was as a lion. There were little scratches in the ancient stone, and she wondered again if Benji had seen the damage she’d done to his new car.

...of COURSE this is happening.

She slid to a stop on the top floor.

Apparently her boyfriend had decided his insomnia should be a shared condition. When he didn’t receive a text in reply to his proposition, he’d decided to wake Benji instead. The two were arguing loudly as she swept up to their dorm room, mind still reeling from everything she’d seen.
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