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Foreword

Msgr. Casimir F. Durand succeeded Msgr. René Vilatte (1854-1929) as 2nd Ordinary of the Christian Catholic Church (C.C.C.)1 and 4th President of the American Catholic Church (A.C.C.), a council of churches organized under the aegis of the C.C.C.2

Formerly a Canon Regular (of St. Augustine) of the Immaculate Conception in France, he came to work as a missionnary in Canada at the end of the 19th century. He joined the church in Chicago where he was studying Naturopathic Medicine and was ordained priest there. He exercised his ministry in Chicago (1916-1917), in Windsor, Ontario (1918-1922) and in Minneapolis, Minnesota (1923-1957), while practicing as a Naturopathic Doctor.

His work is made of the essay The Old Catholic Church, which is reproduced in Part I, and of other writings which will be found in Part II, including The Call of the American Catholic Church, a presentation he made in Chicago in 1917.

Historical texts of interest were found in Bishop Durand’s papers. I have reproduced them in the Appendix, including The Smaller Catechism compiled and published in 1915.3

 

 



1 The Christian Catholic Church (C.C.C.) comes from a reform originating in the French Canadian parish of St. Anne (Kankakee), Illinois, U.S.A. in the middle of the 19th century. Michel Drolet, Moise Langelier, Joseph Martin, Louis Mercier, Abraham Pelletier, Anselme Robillard and the priest Charles Chiniquy (1809-1899) directed the first society, registered at the Court of Kankakee September 13, 1859. In 1885, parishes were founded among the French-speaking colonists of Wisconsin, by the Reverend Rene Vilatte sent from St. Anne, IL, by Father Chiniquy. The ministry was extended to the Canadian provinces of Ontario and Quebec. Its centre is in Ottawa-Gatineau. The work was organized into an Incorporated Synod under the Reverend Vilatte, elected as bishop. He was consecrated in 1892, by an Independent Catholic Church in Sri Lanka, attached to the Syriac Patriarchate of Antioch. The C.C.C. is a member of the International Council of Community Churches. It is also known as the Christian Catholic Rite of Community Churches. More details on the C.C.C. can be found in my book Msgr. René Vilatte, Community Organizer of Religion, Apocryphile Press, Berkeley, 2006.

2 The A.C.C. “brings together in visible bonds of unity other bodies while each remains independent and carries on its work in its own sphere.” The Year Book of the Churches 1924, Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America, New York, p. 13). It was organized on August 20, 1894, during a synod assembled in Cleveland, Ohio. Polish speaking churches first joined, then other groups starting with Italian Americans (1908) and a protocol was signed on January 1, 1910, by Msgr. Vilatte and the bishops he had consecrated for them (document in the Appendix, p. 93). The A.C.C. was incorporated on July 13, 1915. One of the trustees was Bishop Frederick E.J. Lloyd. He became President (Primate) of the A.C.C. during a synod held in Chicago on April 10, 1920. Msgr. Vilatte reminded him in a letter dated March 17, 1920 (document, page 31) that the A.C.C. was formed under the aegis of the C.C.C., (also called Old Roman Catholic Church in those days), based on its Apostolic Succession and its doctrinal statement (published in 1890 under the name Sketch of the Beliefs). The three first Presidents were: Bishop Vilatte (1894-1920), Bishop Lloyd (1920-1932) and Bishop Daniel Hinton (1932-1940).

3 By Bishop Lloyd, with the Imprimatur of Bishop Vilatte.
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BIOGRAPHICAL CHRONOLOGY OF THE RT REV. DR. DURAND

 

Dr. Durand was born in Glandage, a small village in the Rhône-Alpes region of France, on September 19, 1879 the second son of Jean-Antoine Durand and Julie Chancel. He grew up and received his early education in his village.

 

1892-1899

On August 15, 1892 he entered the juniorate of the Canons Regular (of St. Augustine) of the Immaculate Conception (C.R.I.C.)1 at Saint-Antoine l’Abbaye in Isère. He took the religious habit on March 7, 1893; made his vows on June 11, 1898 and left for Canada to do his scholasticate at Notre Dame de Lourdes in Manitoba, under Dom Paul Benoît, Ph.D., Th.D.2 He helped at the parish church and also at Saint Alphonse nearby.

 

1900-1906

On September 11, 1900, he left the C.R.I.C. and went to work as a missionary to the Cree,3 according to his sons. This could explain why he was in Saint Paul, Minnesota, in 1903. It was a place of expertise in Native North American ministry. Due to a lack of medical care available, he made use, in his ministry, of the knowledge in herbal medicine he had obtained from the old monks of the Abbey of St. Anthony.4 This experience oriented him towards Naturopathy5 inspired by Austrian priest Sebastian Kneipp.6

 

1907-1913

Returning from France (Saint Antoine l’Abbaye) through Quebec City on the ship Virginian, on September 20, 1907 he declared to be botanist (herbalist) and to reside in Minneapolis. He is listed as Physician in the 1909 City Directory. His office was at 823 Fifth Ave South.

In 1912, he studied Homeopathic Medicine at the University of Michigan and during summer, he married Anna de Mancip in La Beaume (Isère), France. He is listed among the graduates of Michigan University Homeopathic Medical School in the Annual Announcement of 1913.

 

1914-1917

A doctoral student at the Lindlahr College of Natural Therapeutics in Chicago,7 he made contact with Bishop Vilatte and the cathedral parish at 4427 N. Mulligan Avenue.

He wrote to the bishop that he admired him and liked to read his writings.8 From this period date his poem Free, Catholic and Gallican and his essay National Churches dominated by the Roman Curia and being suppressed.9

He was naturalized as U.S. citizen on September 11, 1915 and on December 29 he attended the consecration of Bishop Frederick E.J. Lloyd in Chicago.10 He was ordained at that time by Bishop Vilatte, for ministry at St. David’s Chapel, 536 E. 36th Street.11 He is mentioned as priest-in-charge in the Chicago Tribune, from Feb. 5, 1916 to Sept. 1, 1917. He used in his ministry the Catechism compiled and published in 1915 by Bishop Lloyd.12

On October 24, 1917, his twin sons Paul and René13 were born. The attending physician was Dr. Edwin B. Beckwith, a friend who was also parish priest of the Liberal Catholic Church in Chicago. The family was living at 505 E. 30th Street. The same year, he was called up and resided on the military base in Wayne, Michigan. Mrs. Durand and the children went to live with Bishop Vilatte on North Mulligan Ave. Rene bears his name and Paul, that of Bishop Miraglia-Gullotti, Auxiliary for the Italian Americans. He had been forced into retirement because of ill health and was staying at the bishopric with Bishop Vilatte. He died from myocarditis on July 25, 1918.

 

1918-1922

He was missionary priest and Naturopathic Doctor in Windsor (Ontario), Canada. His centre was at 245 Ouellette Avenue. He also served as Principal of the Theological Department of the A.C.C.14

On September 28, 1921 he witnessed the consecration, by Msgr. Vilatte, of Dr. George A. McGuire15 for the African Orthodox Church (A.O.C.), and signed the consecration certificate.16 The following year, he founded the Border Cities Hospital in Windsor (ON), on the model of the Lindlahr Sanitarium.17

 

1923-1925

He was parish priest in Minneapolis. “Paul remembers his dad’s church at 1705 Nicollet Avenue, wrote his niece Bonnie, 1⁄2 block north of Franklin Avenue. He and René would carry a banner together down the church aisle at the beginning of the service. Mom, he said, made the vestments for both dad and the other priests.”18

In June 1923, he became Vicar General of the C.C.C. at the time of Bishop Vilatte’s departure for France, to establish an Extension of the A.C.C. The goal was to restore the Orthodox Catholic faith in France.19 It was located at 48 Vauban Ave in Gargan,20 a commune in the northeastern suburbs of Paris (9.7 miles from the center of Paris). On October 10, he issued from there a bull giving authority for the consecration of Father Ernest Robertson, elected Auxiliary to Bishop McGuire.21 He also led from there the Order of the Crown of Thorns (O.C.T.),22 using O.C.T. letterhead when writing to persons who were members of the Order. Both works he did till he retired to the Pont Colbert Cistercian Abbey in Versailles in 1925.

 

1926-1927

At 47, he became the 2nd Ordinary of the C.C.C. “Dr. C.F. Durand will be consecrated a bishop,” can we read in Minneapolis papers (15 Sept.), “at the (Polish National) Church of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, 23rd Ave and 5th S. N.E. tomorrow at 10:30 A.M. Dr. A. Fryxell of Seattle, Bishop of the Swedish Church in America will perform the ceremony which will be open to the public.”

On September 19, he sat on the Mid-West Mission Board as Vice-President. The Board was to be called together by the President, Bishop Fryxell, or in his absence, by the Vice-President, as often as needed. Its object was to plan for mission work and to collect money to carry on church work. Bishop Durand had the right to use his own discretion to decide when the money should be spent and where help was most needed for extending the work. Other Board members were: the Rev. Ernst V. Eckström, Secretary, and Prof. Dr. G.A. Montelius, Treasurer.23
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