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Topic 1: Overview
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This article, written by the writer, derived from some open sources, only reflects the opinion of the author and may stand to please some but not all. Patriotism and love for the country is what drives the author to write this article; It is but an opinion piece to note, in accordance to appease any 'fake news' laws on this island, where 'truth is determined by 'one/a party of few persons'.

Far be it from me to determine what is truth and what is not, but I believe it is up to the common man to judge the truth, that if the sun should rise from the East / West, or whether the Earth is round / flat / Ellipsoid, and also for the common man to determine their fates for themselves and their country.

Proclamation of Singapore

"Singapore shall forever be a sovereign democratic and independent nation, founded upon the principles of liberty and justice and ever seeking the welfare and happiness of her people in a more just and equal society."


-  Proclamation of Singapore by Lee Kuan Yew on 9 August 1965



––––––––
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Humbly Yours, 

Michael Fong 

A Patriot
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Topic 2: History
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Singapore has its heritage known as 'Lion City’, or 'Singapura' in its ancient name, seen in its coat of arms and its famous Merlion symbol. Its ancient name is often heard in accounts of Sang Nila Utama having seen an auspicious lion and hence founded Singapore circa 1299 A.D. Subsequently. Modern Singapore was founded by the British, first as a colony under Sir Stamford Raffles on 6 Feb 1819, who advocated and left it under the charge of William Farquhar, whom some described as the true founder of modern Singapore beginning from colonial times, according to various historical sources.
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Merlion picture (Attributed source: fad3away.@ Flickr)

Since then, British Singapore has been through both peaceful and tumultuous times culminating in the Battle and Fall of Singapore in WW2(1942-1945). It was renamed Syonan-to or "Light of the South". Massacres of the indigenous Chinese population were carried out with some by conservative estimates placing around 25,000 dead., with actual true numbers being unknown.

After the liberation of Singapore by the British, and in accordance with the principal points of the Atlantic Charter as well as the need to contain the communist insurgency, Singapore (s part of Malaya then) as well as various British colonies, were granted their freedom and right to self-rule and self-determination. Singapore became a republic on 9 Aug ,1965, after separation from Malaya as a Parliamentary democracy based on its British roots.

Mostly, Singapore laws are based on British commonwealth laws, of which additional Acts and amendments having passed in Singapore Parliament, go on to form Singapore Law. Certain antiquated legislations made then, e.g. 'Internal Security Act' and other restrictive laws were made specifically to counter communism and the communist insurgency, but with many more strict legislations and regulations having passed largely unopposed in Parliament since then, citing various justifications, on the local populace.
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Topic 3: Demographics and Geography
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As at 2018, Singapore’s population stands at an estimated 5,638,700 people, with citizens forming 3,471,900 persons (~61.6%), and the remainder 2,166,800 (~38.4%) comprised mainly of permanent residents (~522,500) and foreigners (~1,644,300) forming the rest of the figures. (Singstat: 5 Aug,2018) In the 2010 census count, approximately 1.85m out of 5.08m of the then total population of Singapore consisted of permanent residents (approx. 0.54 m) and non-resident foreigners (1.31 m), meaning they constituted about 36.42 % of the total population present in Singapore. (Singapore dept of statistics, census of population, retrieval 2/7/2011, open sources)

Approximately 74% of the 2010 census taken then indicated they were of Chinese descent.13.4% Malays,9.2% Indians and about 3 % of had other ancestry of other racial heritages(e.g. Eurasians).Previously, one person could register as a member of one race, conventionally following that of the 'father’, but as of 2010 ,multi-racial classification was allowed for a maximum of 2 races.

About 80.4% of Singaporeans live in HDB flats. Majority live in 3-room flats and above, being subject to debate to whether the value of these flats should rise or fall, and whether these flats should be handed back to the government at zero value at the end of 99 years.

Singapore is a tropical country, being subject to regular rainfalls and high levels of humidity being near the sea. Climate change issues are likely to affect the tropical island being subject to rising sea levels and global warming.

Current efforts are being made by authorities but might fall below expectations despite huge budget allocations, not due to any fault of our government, simply because fighting global climate change is a global issue that needs to be addressed on the international stage.

Total fertility rate in 2014 was reported to be 0.80 per woman, below the 2.1 ratio needed to replace the population. The government from a low replacement ratio in the early days, has been trying to promote replacement ratios, but Singaporeans, perhaps due to high costs of living and raising children in Singapore, and multiple stress factors, have been unable to conform. Perhaps due to the usual government efficiency, foreigners have been encouraged to immigrate to Singapore for decades, keeping the population from 'declining'.

All male citizens and permanent residents in Singapore are by law required to undergo compulsory service in National Service for a prolonged period of time, in addition to reservist duties after completion of the said mandatory service. Economic necessity has often be quoted for the upkeep of the massive influx of foreigners into its workforce and supposed 'integration' into Singapore society, but seemingly at times, foreign influences seem to overshadow local Singaporean culture, e.g. the Little India riots which seem out of place in Singapore, and the fact that locally born male Singaporeans have to give up 2+ years of their early lives to defend the nation at the sacrifice of progression of their careers, considered an honourable sacrifice, as well as disruptions in their subsequent ORD years, make it seem a mockery of what they have put in the service of the Nation. Foreigners who have contributed significantly to Singapore, in terms of jobs, however, do deserve a place amongst Singaporeans. It also stands to ponder that it demeans the position of existing immigrants that overly massive immigration numbers be allowed.

Religion

As a census as of 2015,33.2 % are Buddhist, 18.8% are Christians, freethinkers form 18.5% and Islam form 14%, Hindus form 5% and Taoism and others form about 10.6%

Religion is a sensitive topic in Singapore, and generally race and religion relations have been largely peaceful.
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Topic 4: Singapore Society
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Singapore is a society comprising of diverse races, cultures, languages and religions.

This is due to the fact that as a British colony in the past, it served as a commercial hub of interests, drawing our ancestors from China, India, neighbouring Malaya and S.E Asian countries.

After we gained independence from the British, we built a new national identity, with our own national anthem and pledge.

Racial and religious harmony is seen by Singaporeans as a cornerstone of Singapore's success, to building our national identity.

Thus, despite the differences, national building has struck a chord with the local population since 1965, with all the sacrifices by our ancestors, but the local culture and identity as Singaporeans is being 'diluted' by the mass influx of 'foreign talent.

Singapore also a reputation for overly strict laws, with laws being passed in Parliament by the ruling party in dominant control. Otherwise, it is a generally peaceful society.
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Topic 5: Infrastructure
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	Telecommunications and Internet


The World Economic Forum's WEF's Global Technology Report in 2015 ranked Singapore as the most technologically ready in terms of ready connectivity.

With the world's highest smartphone penetration rates, 85% by Google Consumer Barometer and total mobile phone penetration rate stands at 148 per 100 persons.

Telecommunications and Internet is provided by Starhub, Singtel and M1 as well as some other service providers, and information is regulated under IMDA.

	Water Supply


Access to water is readily available and of potable quality in Singapore. deriving from desalination, recycled water (Newater), reservoirs and water imports from Malaysia.

Singapore's contract for water in 1961 will expire in 2061.Singapore has stated it will be self-sufficient by then. However, water demand is expected to roughly increase doubly from 380 to 760 million gallons per day in 2060, due to increasing industrial/non-domestic water use, responsible for 55% of 2010 's water demand and might increase to 70% of in 2060. Anticipatory changes include accommodating water demand via 50% by water reclamation,30% by desalination and 20% by water catchment.

Investment to improve water infrastructure prompted the government to increase water prices, with minor u-save rebates to offset the increase in water prices.

	Transport


Transportation in Singapore comes under Land Transport Authority in Singapore, Traffic in Singapore is often congested during peak hours, and car use and purchase in Singapore is regulated by Certificate of Entitlement/COE, road tax and Electronic Road Pricing collections as well as parking fees,

However, some Singaporeans do need to get by with a car for their job transportation needs,

With increasing reliance on technology, Global Navigation Satellite System is set to replace the gantries monitoring in the near future

4 bus companies and 6 taxi companies and private hiring companies dominate the public transport scene in Singapore.

Main modes of transportation are by car, MRT (train) walking and via motorcycles. Personal Mobility Devices are highly regulated in Singapore.
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Topic 6: Economics & Finance
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Singapore is ranked amongst the top foreign exchange centres, leading financial centres, 2nd largest casino gambling market, as well as oil refining, logistics and ship repair as well as overall financial services, engineering, chemicals and biomedical services. Singapore also has a reputation for being a major transportation hub in SE Asia for air and sea routes, with notable airports such as Changi Airport, Seletar and Kallang Airport.

Port of Singapore being amongst the busiest ports in the world, handled 23.2 million twenty-foot equivalent units of cargo in 2005, and has a reputation for being one of the largest transhipment and refuelling centres.

Singapore has also been ranked amongst the top 20 importers and exporters in the World.

Singapore historically has been a port and a trading centre, with average growth rates about 5-6% yearly in the early years of national growth, but is now a developed economy with minimal growth rates and high standards of living.
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