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FOREWORD

Is there anyone who would not be skeptical when an individual claims to have spent a whole period with a friend in friendship? This is a publication for all and sundry. 

I have known John Arthur as one of my brilliant students over a couple of years. His level of articulation is quite commendable. I suppose that since most of our students come through some form of relationship and friendships it makes a lot of sense for someone to reflect and compose a piece like this. 

Even if we should go our separate ways it seems to me that we would have had the best reflections and conversations about the issues raised with respect to God. I recognize that what you are about to read is something John Arthur has spent quality time and energy to put together, with necessary and sufficient references from both the Bible and other authors. 

I am hoping that these references will form the basis of further reflections concerning making friends and the constituents of honourable, worthwhile, praiseworthy and appropriate friendships. The messages from the author’s thought are more than breathtaking and give countless reasons to make friends and be in friendship.

Very Rev. Fr. Prof. Anthony Afful-Broni [Ph.D.]


Pro-Vice Chancellor, University of Education, Winneba Chaplain, Holy Spirit Church





A JOURNEY OF FRIENDSHIP
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Getting the most from this book
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This is more than a book; it is a guide to days of friendship that will enable you to identify your friend(s) and build such friendship(s) with them. Reading this book studiously and prayerfully will reduce your stress, simplify your relational decisions, increase your joy, and most important, help you to fulfill your purpose in life. 

The words of Rick Warren are still true, “One reason most books don’t transform us is that we are so eager to read the next chapter; we don’t pause and take the time to seriously consider what we have just read. We rush to the next truth without reflecting on what we have learned.

Don’t just read this book; Interact with it. Underline it. Write your own thoughts in the page provided – My Wisdom Keys. Make it your book. Personalize it!” 

The books that have helped me are the ones I fully reacted to, not just read. To enjoy the best of friendship, I recommend you get a copy of this book for your friend.

	
My Friendship


With God’s help, I commit to read this book  studiously and prayerfully to knowing the right friend God has for me.

———————————————————————————————

Your Name

John Arthur

——————————————————————————————-

John Arthur

“Two are better off than one, because together they can work more effectively. If one of them falls down, the other can help him up ... Two people can resist an attack that would defeat one person alone. A rope made of three cords is hard to break.” 

– Ecclesiastes 4:9 (TEV)






INTRODUCTION

It’s important for us to know the friends we make and the impacts they bear on our lives as well as the impacts we also bear on their lives. The lives of friends have many inherent dynamic powers of influence which can affect each other either positively or negatively. 

Until you discover the friends you have and the impacts they make on your life, your life will be a life of motion without meaning, activity without direction, and events without reason. 

Henry David Thoreau observed that people live lives of “quiet desperation”, but today Rick Warren gives a better description as “aimless distraction” – many people are like gyroscopes, spinning around at a frantic pace but never going anywhere in friendships, because they cannot identify the friends they have. 

He said further; without a clear identification of the friends you have, you will keep changing directions, jobs, relationships, faith or other externals – hoping each change will settle the confusion or emptiness in your heart.


A life without friendship is a  life without significance.



For you to live a life of meaning and importance, you must build some kind, type or level of friendship with people. You cannot live your life purposefully, without friendship. Many people enter into friendships which introduce the wrong punctuation marks on their lives. 

Some enter into friendships and those friendships become the full stops (.) of their lives, others enter into friendships and those friendships introduce question marks (?) on their lives. 

But you must enter into a friendship which will not only introduce a comma (,) into your life, but will also introduce a colon (:) or a semi-colon (;) with a sense of positivity. 

The kinds of friends you make will determine how your life will be punctuated. The friends you bring into your life must make you a better person and not a bitter person.

Friendship is not by force, but refusing to know who your friend is, is as terrible as not knowing God’s purposes for your life, and nothing can compensate for not knowing it; not success, wealth, fame or pleasure as Rick Warren always says. Your life is shaped by your friends. Know who your friend is and colour your life with meaning and significance.

Mohammed Ali says “... Friendship is not learned in school. But if you haven’t learned the meaning of friendship, you really haven’t learned anything.” 

Your knowledge or understanding of friendship is very crucial to the totality of life you live. If you don’t understand or know anything about friendship you will always regret for the relational choices you make in life. 

“To be informed is to be transformed, to be uninformed is to be deformed” – Dr. David Oyedepo. To fully enjoy the blessings of relationships is to know and understand what friendship is all about. 

Actually, there are three main parts to this book. The first part is on how to identify and choose your friends, the second is on how to identify and choose your friendship and the third is on how to build your friendships.  

It is when we are able to do these three that we would know who our friends are in life. You cannot know who your friend is by wishing for it; you know who your friend is by taking deliberate steps in your relational life. 

And I pray that this book will not only give you an in-depth knowledge on friendship, but will also bring transformation and revival in your relationships, in Jesus Name.”

CHAPTER 1

Who is a Friend?

“The language of friendship is not words, but  rather meanings. It is intelligence above knowledge.” – Henry David Thoreau

There are several meanings to the word friend. People often define a friend based on how their friends relate to them. Others define a friend based on how they perceive friendships. 

The meaning of a friend is as important as knowing your friend. To know who your friend is, is to know who a friend is. Understanding the meaning of a friend is the first step towards knowing your friend. 

There are four major quotes I want to bring to your notice to help buttress our understanding of friends, in order to answer the question who is a friend?


[image: image]The first one is; “A friend is the one who knows all about you and still loves you.” – Elbert Hubbard



The friend who truly loves you does not abandon you after knowing your true identity. Many people forsake their friends after they’ve known a lot of information about them. All of us have diversities of information about our lives. 

There are unique information about our character, strengths, weaknesses, personality, family, and background. We therefore relate differently to each other. Making your expectation of perfect information about people the basis of your relationship with them will often compel you to dissociate from them. 

If God had refused to love us after knowing all our sins, Romans 5:8 wouldn’t have been in the Bible. If you don’t love a person because of something you know about him/her, then you have no trait for friendship. 

Anyone who loves you despite their knowledge of you has incredible traits for lasting friendship. That is why God is not only our Father but also our Friend.

If all of us want to wait for our friends to be perfect or faultless before we love them, none of us will ever have a friend in the world. No one is perfect. Perfection is a matter of growth and maturity, and growth and maturity is a gradual process. 

This is why my good friend Felix Dare said, “Friendship is a ministry that calls to love, trust, share and care.” “A true friend is the one who overlooks your failures and tolerates your success.” – Doug Larson. 

My good friend Dennis Awilleba also says, “A friend is the one who sees and cherishes not how you are on the outside, but who you are on the inside.” 

“My son, fear thou the LORD and the king:  and meddle not with them that are given to change:”

– King Solomon (Proverbs 24:21)

A friend is the one who doesn’t change proportionate to the information he knows about you.

A friend is the one who doesn’t only love you for his friendship with you, but also for who you are.


[image: image]Secondly, “Each friend represents a world in us, a world not born until they arrive, and it is only by this meeting that a new world is born” – Anais Nin



Our friends are worlds in our lives. If you don’t like the world you are in, change the friends in your life. If you want to live in the right world live with the right friends. 

To take charge of your world is to take charge of your relational life. If you have no power to decide the kinds of friends to choose, different worlds will come into your life to change your world. 

Basically, a world is a domain or a system. It is the place you live and the systems you use to live in there. There are always systems we use to live in the places we find ourselves. 

There are ideas, beliefs, values, philosophies, opinions, mindsets and attitudes we develop to live our lives. The pathetic story is that many people always live with the wrong belief systems. 

Truly, not everybody believes in what he does. There are people who do what they do for doing sake, but for us to have peaceful and successful lives we must respect the basic principles of life. 

Life is simple, but sometimes life can be complex and complicated. There are many good people who as a result of what they’ve been taught or been through in life, now live their lives with wrong beliefs and mindsets. 

For instance, ladies who suffer disappointments from boys, mostly conclude that all men are evil. Boys, who suffer rejections from ladies, also usually conclude that all women are misanthropists. 

And they live with such belief systems for years until the right friends come into their lives to prove to them that what they’ve actually believed for years is not really true; instead this is how life is. 

There are many people who are very stingy, because they’ve been taught and have believed that whenever they give, they lose. As a result, they never share what they have. But in reality, sharing is a seed we sow in life whose fruits we reap in the future. 

That’s why Galatians 6:9 says “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” Until a friend of different world comes into the life of such people, they would live in those worlds for the rest of their lives.

Question: If you are a man, what do you believe about women? If you are a woman, what do you believe about men?


›  What do you believe about Friends?

›  What do you believe about Money?

›  What do you believe about Life?

›  What do you believe about God?



One of the greatest foundational blocks for your life is your belief system. 

What you believe in life will determine how you live your life.  

What you believe in life will determine how your world will be governed.

The presence of a new friend in your life  signals an introduction of a new world.

OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
FOREWORD BY
VERY REV.FR.PROF. ANTHONY AFFUL - BRONI[PH.D.]
VICE CHANCELLOR: UNIVERSITY OF EDUCATION, WINNEBA.

FRIEND?

THE SCHOOL OF FRIENDSHIP

JOHN ARTHUR





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image002.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/image000.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





