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			Advance Praise for
Star-Spangled Blessings

			“Making America great again is possible if its people return to the One who has graced our nation with abundance and blessings. If we as a people will turn our hearts to Almighty God, He will put peace in our hearts as we reach out to bless others. Todd Starnes and Michelle Cox shed a light on the pillars and legacy of the United States—God, Family, and Freedom. Star-Spangled Blessings is for patriot families. Gather round and learn from history and look to the future as our nation prepares to celebrate 250 years of one nation under God.”

			—Franklin Graham, President and CEO, Samaritan’s Purse and the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

			 

			“Star-Spangled Blessings is a wonderful primer for patriots who want to embrace the faith of our Founding Fathers.”

			—Dr. Robert Jeffress, pastor of First Baptist Church Dallas

			 

			“This little book is packed with big stories about how God has blessed our nation. Todd and Michelle’s daily devotions are celebrations and testimonies of how prayerful patriots embraced faith and freedom to make America great!”

			—Gov. Mike Huckabee

			“Through time, God and country have always been linked. The founding fathers called on the Lord. They were passionate about building this country because of their faith and they accomplished miraculous things through Him. In this heartfelt devotional, you, too, will draw closer to our Savior and find new ways to imagine how He might use you.”

			—New York Times Bestselling author Karen Kingsbury

			 

			“Todd and Michelle bring rich examples of faith in God and country to life through the ancient and modern. It will give you chills and leave you inspired and encouraged to make yourself, your family, and your country better in Christ. Your heart and soul will overflow!”

			—Caleb Parke, Newsmax correspondent

			 

			“Todd Starnes and Michelle Cox bring their signature blend of artful storytelling, keen insight, and patriotic conviction to Star-Spangled Blessings. This stirring devotional weaves history, faith, and personal anecdotes into a call to cherish our freedoms and stand boldly for biblical truth in this land. If you’re looking for a blend of encouragement, inspiration, and a renewed love for God and country, this is the book for you.”

			—Dr. Paul Chappell, Pastor of Lancaster Baptist Church and President of West Coast Baptist College, Lancaster, CA

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			Also by Todd Starnes

			Twilight’s Last Gleaming: Can America Be Saved?

			Culture Jihad: How to Stop the Left from Killing a Nation

			Also by Todd Starnes and Michelle Cox

			Our Daily Biscuit: Devotions with a Drawl
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			Dedicated to the great patriots who work hard every day to make America great.

			—Todd Starnes

			Dedicated to our beloved United States of America. To those who came before us and left us a legacy of faith and an amazing country. And to my precious grandchildren: Anna, Jack, Ava, Eden, Ethan, Nolan, Hank, Reese, Duke, Mason, and Oakley. Carry that legacy of faith and freedom to another generation.

			—Michelle Cox

		

	
		
			 

			 

			 

			 

			“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.”

			—Psalm 33:12a (KJV)
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			Introduction: Our Star-Spangled Blessings

			I’ve often wondered what our Founding Fathers would think of their great American experiment. Imagine George Washington strolling down the Las Vegas Strip or Thomas Jefferson riding the “Tennessee Tornado” at Dollywood. Think of John Adams catching a “throwed roll” at Lambert’s Café in Missouri.

			I wonder if they would be awestruck by the fireworks in New York City on the Fourth of July or if they would cheer at the Super Bowl. Would they marvel at the soaring Gateway Arch in St. Louis and the majesty of the Rocky Mountains? Would Betsy Ross wash down a MoonPie with an RC Cola?

			On the last day of the Constitutional Convention of 1787, Benjamin Franklin was asked if we had a republic or a monarchy?

			“A republic, if you can keep it,” he replied.

			There is no doubt that America is the most exceptional nation in the world. In the face of great adversity and insurmountable odds, we have overcome. And we have been blessed.

			That’s really the theme of this patriotic devotional: to reflect on those star-spangled blessings.

			That’s not to say that our great nation has not been through some squabbles. There have been more than a few—and some were doozies. We’ve made lots of mistakes, but we’ve also righted many wrongs.

			Perseverance. This is a word that has defined us over the years. Franklin Delano Roosevelt announcing to the nation about “a date which will live in infamy.” Walter Cronkite delivering a news bulletin from Dallas, Texas. President George W. Bush standing on the pile of rubble at Ground Zero with a bullhorn.

			Yet, in the midst of great tragedy, our nation has always found strength in Almighty God—our defender and our protector.

			President Trump knows of that strength, that divine intervention. He survived not one, but two assassination attempts.

			During a speech in 2024, Trump said, “Many people have told me that God spared my life for a reason, and that reason was to save our country and to restore America to greatness. And now we are going to fulfill that mission together.”

			I vividly recall watching as the shots rang out in Butler County, Pennsylvania. My heart stopped as Trump dropped to the stage. But then, he rose up and—with blood streaming down his face—he thrust his fist into the air, shouting, “Fight, fight, fight!”

			President Trump would then urge Americans to read their Bibles, get back to church, and pray.

			“Let’s make America pray again,” he voiced.

			It’s that sort of American spirit that has resonated with people across the fruited plain. These are moments that define us as a nation.

			Our little book is packed with big stories about why this nation is the most exceptional country in the world.

			Each chapter includes a prayer for patriots, a liberty lesson to inspire you to take action, and what we like to call a “Yankee Doodle”—some practical questions to help you apply our devotions to your daily life. I suspect you will discover that our Yankee Doodles are indeed dandy!

			We’ve also added a few recipes for your next Fourth of July gathering, church “dinner on the grounds,” or neighborhood potluck. Take time to gather with your fellow Americans and celebrate our great country and our faith.

			Lee Greenwood is a dear friend of mine and his anthem to the land of the free and the home of the brave still brings a tear to my eye as I write these words from the hills of Tennessee.

			I suspect that if our Founding Fathers were here today, they would love this land from sea to shining sea. And they would join their fellow countrymen in asking God to bless the USA.

			So, pour yourself a glass of lemonade, settle into your front porch swing, and discover our nation’s star-spangled blessings.

		

	
		
			Chapter One

			A Flickering Flame
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			“Return to me, says the Lord of hosts, and I will return to you…”

			—Zechariah 1:3b (ESV)
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			A few years back, I spent many months researching our family heritage. The process was like putting a giant jigsaw puzzle together. I found fascinating details, photos of our ancestors, old letters and stories that brought tears to my eyes, and discovered family members who’d come from Ireland, Holland, Wales, and many other places.

			But the one thing that stood out more than anything else was the legacy of faith that had been handed down from one set of ancestors to the next. There were precious stories of great-great-grandparents who—with their final breaths—prayed for their children, grandchildren, and future generations.

			There were reports of family members who fought bravely for our country, protecting our freedoms and their loved ones, and records of numerous men and women who’d helped start and build churches that impacted their communities for generations.

			They were faithful—to God and to country—and because of their steadfast faithfulness, I had the privilege of growing up in a country where we would pledge allegiance to the flag at school each morning and where (yes, even in public schools) our teachers taught us Bible verses and stories that built character in us.

			Over the past few years, I’ve grieved as our freedoms have started slipping away from us. I’ve seen attacks and derision against God and faith. I’ve watched as chaos and hatred have filled our beloved country.

			And you know what absolutely broke my heart? My generation—our generation—is the one that allowed the flame of faith to flicker across our great land. Fellow patriot, we can’t let that flame go out. It’s not too late to make it shine brightly again, to return to the God who made our country great. The future of our nation, our children, and our grandchildren depends on it.

			We find the answer in 2 Chronicles 15:4 (NIV), “But in their distress they turned to the Lord, the God of Israel, and sought him, and he was found by them.”

			God tells us in Deuteronomy 28:8 (ESV), “The Lord will command the blessing on you in your barns and in all that you undertake. And he will bless you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you.”

			Dear friend, I don’t want to be the generation where the flame of faith burns out. It’s time for us to come together and take a stand for God, our country, and our families. Let’s make that flame burn brightly again. We must.

		

	
		
			Yankee Doodle

			
					What are some of the ways in which my generation has failed to hand down our faith to this latest generation?

					What do I personally need to do to help bring our country back to God? To protect our freedoms? To protect our heritage of faith?

					How can I help fan the flame of faith so it will shine brightly across the fruited plain?

					How can I inspire others to join me in this important task?

			

		

	
		
			Patriot Prayer

			Dear Father,

			Thank You for those who came before us who were faithful to leave us a heritage of a country where we could worship You freely. Thank You for those who have fought for our country—and have even given their lives—so that we could enjoy those freedoms. We don’t deserve Your mercy, but we sure do need it. We ask Your forgiveness for how we haven’t let our lights shine brightly for You. This land we love has become a dark place because of it. We ask You to restore our country and to bring us back to You. Give us courage and strength, because if we don’t take a stand for You and for our country, who will?

			Amen.
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			Friends, we no longer have the option of just standing back and watching as our country implodes from within. We can’t be bystanders as more vocal groups work to take away the things that are precious to us and to America. We are in a battle for the soul of our country. Fellow warriors, today is the time for us to take a good look at our souls. To ask God to shine a light on things we need to fix—because we can’t work on anything else until we fix us first. To repent where there’s a need. To turn back to God with focus and a commitment to be as faithful as those who came before us. Our country, our children and grandchildren, and future generations are depending on us.

		

	
		
			Chapter Two

			God Bless America
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			“I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; and you shall be a blessing.”

			—Genesis 12:2 (NKJV)
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			God has blessed America. Immensely. With all our faults and failures, we’ve been the greatest country on the planet. We’ve been the beacon on the hill. The example to the world. The friend to many nations. The helping hand to those who’ve needed it.

			America has been the dream for people around the world. They’ve worked. Scrimped. Saved. Jumped through the hoops of immigration. And imagined the day when they, too, could become an American citizen and enjoy the blessings that we so often take for granted.

			God has given us a land that is stunning in its diverse beauty. Where our fertile soil has yielded a bounty of food for our tables—and more to share.

			God has blessed us with opportunities. America has been the place where someone could start with nothing in their pockets or bank accounts, but with sacrifice, ingenuity, and hard work, they could provide a great life for their families—and even become millionaires.

			Where others around the world have lived with oppression, we’ve lived safely and free. With the freedom to raise our families as we please. And the oh-so-precious freedom to worship without fear of retribution.

			We’ve lived in a land where education is a given. Where financial opportunities have abounded. We’ve had so many blessings, we could never count them all. And every one of them has come from the gracious hand of God.

			But, friends, we’ve turned our backs on the God who’s been so good to us. We’ve neglected to tell this generation about Him or to instill character and values in their hearts and lives.

			We’ve let sin become the norm and faith become the abnormal. We’ve allowed others to direct our nation away from the foundations of faith that made us great. We’ve lost our values. Our moral compass. And some days as I watch the news, I think we’ve even lost our minds.

			This great country of ours has become filled with chaos, hatred, crime, and violence.

			Fellow Americans, it’s time for us to take an abrupt U-turn. To get on our knees, fall on our faces, and beg God to have mercy on us as we reclaim this amazing country of ours for Him.

			Where are the righteous men, women, and children who will take a stand for God? Who will fight for our beloved nation? Will you be one of them? Because it sure would be heartbreaking to see God remove His hand of blessing from America.

		

	
		
			Yankee Doodle

			
					When was the last time you stopped long enough to take a good look at how God has blessed America? Take time to do that today.

					Psalm 33:12a says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD” (KJV). But our nation has turned its back on Him. How do you think that will impact His blessings on us?

					When was the last occasion you spent some real time in God’s Word and in prayer? When was the last time you asked Him to start a revival in you, personally?

					What can you do to make a difference in our country? Ask God. He will show you.

			

		

	
		
			Patriot Prayer

			Father,

			You are the One who made America great. You have showered this great land with Your abundant blessings. Those who came before us were faithful to serve You. To plant those seeds of faith in our generation. As we look at the state of our country and our world as it is today, turning our country around sometimes seems impossible—but You are the God of the impossible. Start a revival in us. Give us a contagious faith. Give us boldness to share about You with others—because our nation has never needed You more. And, God, please keep Your hand of blessing on this land we love so much.

			Amen.
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			We often think that just one person can’t do much, but one woman—an atheist—took a stand to get Bible reading and prayer out of our public schools. Just one woman. But her actions had a profound impact. God used one little boy with five smooth stones to take down the giant, Goliath. Just one little boy. Fellow patriot, today is the day to take a stand for God and our country—even if you’re the only one. But you won’t be. Because there are many more of us who have decided to take that stand for this land we love, to make sure that we will continue to be a nation whose God is the Lord—so His blessings will always be on America.

		

	
		
			Chapter Three

			The Other Side
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			“But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you.”

			—Matthew 5:44 (KJV)
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			Those from “the other side” often give us lots of reasons to talk about them and what they’re doing, don’t they? They’re taking our country in a direction we don’t want, and sometimes—to be completely honest—they’re ugly and vicious with their comments. It’s difficult to like someone like that, isn’t it?

			Guess what, friends? If we take a good look at ourselves, and are honest about what we see, there have probably been occasions when we’ve been less than kind with our comments about their actions and viewpoints.

			But God commands us to love them. To bless them. To do good to them. And to pray for them. Yes, even for those who hate us and our Christian values. Even for those people whose strident voices rake across our last good nerve as they seek to destroy everything we believe, everything precious to us. But when was the last time we’ve prayed for them? Have we ever done that?

			What if we prayed for them as much as we’ve talked about them and their actions? What if we showed kindness to them so they could see Christ in us? What if we asked God to help us see them as He sees them? What if we loved them like He loves us—despite our flaws and failures?

			We don’t have to back down a bit from what we believe. We can still stand strong for our faith and for the values upon which this great country was founded. But maybe if we did what this verse commands us to do, God could work in their hearts.

			Before he met Jesus, my pastor, Keith, was a wild young man. He did many things that cause him to feel shame and regret today. But get this! Even though he was out of high school, nobody had ever invited him to church. Nobody. Until the girl he was dating did. He refused, but she kept asking.

			His girlfriend, Tina, lived with her grandparents. Keith worked second shift and one night, he arrived at their house after she had gone to bed. Her papaw invited him in and asked, “Do you like peanut butter and jelly? I’ll make us some sandwiches.”

			That night, as Keith left, that godly papaw said, “Keith, I’m praying for you and I love you.” Those words and Papaw’s kindness and love softened that young man’s heart so the gospel could touch him and turn his life around.

			Friends, maybe it’s time to reach the other side with some prayer, peanut butter, and Papaw.
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