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	Yohanan Dark was born in Kyiv, the Ukrainian capital. He lived and worked in Russia for seven years and then eleven years in Israel, where he married and fathered two boys. He now lives and works in the United States.

	 

	It’s me! Let’s ride together! Don't fear the headwind—it pleasantly beats on the cheeks.
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ABOUT THE BOOK

	 

	One character in the book says that even those who have not read Romeo and Juliet know that they kiss.  The story of unhappy lovers follows us—in films, songs, poems, and epigrams.

	 

	What can we think about seeing a young man and woman smiling at each other on the balcony? It’s Romeo and Juliet!

	 

	Someone said Romeo and Juliet are dead. How can that be? Life never dies; it only falls asleep to wake up again. The book's heroine, a girl in love, objects to the statement that Romeo and Juliet are fictional. She says they exist, but she hasn’t met them yet. At the end of her complicated but beautiful life, she realizes that Juliet is her and Romeo is the one she loves. 

	 

	This book is about love and fidelity, but it is not only about that. It touches upon religious topics, historical incidents, and people who have changed our planet’s lives. It was impossible to leave aside questions of morality. The lines about hatred, anti-Semitism, racism, violence, and murder are cruel, but you need to read about them to know—or not forget—that we must fight this evil.
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VARIATION THREE~STEPAN AND MATRYONA~PART ONE


	 

	TIME AND PLACE

	The action begins in New York in the second half of the twentieth century, moves to the village of Dremoochaya in central Russia, and ends in Moscow. 

	 

	CHARACTERS

	Aleksandra is a Russian woman and Matryona’s mother.

	Ariana is a Russian woman and a housemaid in a Moscow hotel.

	 

	Belinda is a Mexican woman and nurse in a New York hospital.

	Burr is a Black man and the owner of an accounting company.

	 

	Dorothy is a Black woman, Ishmael’s wife, and Jerusha’s friend.

	Evil is Matryona’s dog.

	 

	Garik is a Russian man and musician who works in a Moscow restaurant.

	 

	Ishmael is a Black man, Jerusha’s friend and neighbor.

	Jerusha (Windy Brown) is a Black woman and Stefan’s (Stepan) mother.

	 

	Matryona Razdolny is a Russian woman and milkmaid.

	Mironych is a Russian man and taxi driver in Moscow.

	Moses is a Black man and pimp.

	Musa (Misha) is a Nigerian man living in Moscow.

	 

	Nastia is a Russian woman, Matryona’s friend.

	Nina is a Russian woman and Sylvester’s helper. 

	 

	Paul is an American man and tourist in Moscow.

	Phil and Suzanne are Americans, a married couple, and plane passengers.

	 

	Rima is a Russian woman and a housemaid in a Moscow hotel.

	Rosetta is a Black woman and nurse in a New York hospital.

	 

	Sasha is a Russian man and waiter in a Moscow restaurant.

	Spanish Dancer and Tragic Lady are Russians and Moscow restaurant guests.

	Stefan (Stepan) Brown is a Black man from New York, an employee of Burr’s company.

	Stella is a Russian woman and a housemaid in a Moscow hotel.

	Svetlana is a Russian woman and Matryona’s friend.

	Sylvester is a Russian man and administrator of a Moscow hotel.

	 

	Tolik is a Russian man and a visitor to a Moscow restaurant.

	 

	Ustinya Semenova is a Russian woman and Matryona’s godmother.

	 

	Zabava is a Russian woman and Sasha’s wife.

	Zlata (means golden) is a Russian whore in a Moscow restaurant.

	 

	
ACT ONE

	 

	SCENE ONE

	 

	A Black girl with a bottle wrapped in a paper bag walks along a snowy street.

	 

	She turns off the road and walks along the train tracks to some buildings, the outlines visible through the falling snow.

	 

	Between the rails lies a large bag with two handles. Something is moving in the bag.

	 

	The girl stops, opens the bag, moves back, and falls into the snow.

	 

	Looking around, she grabs the bag, puts the bottle inside, and runs toward the buildings.

	 

	SCENE TWO

	 

	A Black man in underclothes sits on a torn couch in a living room. He is holding an empty bottle, and his eyes are closed.

	 

	Bottles, cans, cigarette butts, and dirty clothes are everywhere.

	 

	The Black girl, holding the bag she found between the rails, opens the apartment door and enters.

	 

	GIRL

	Moses![1]

	 

	MOSES

	Jerusha? Why so long? Come here!

	 

	JERUSHA

	You wouldn’t believe what I found.

	 

	MOSES

	What is this?

	 

	JERUSHA

	It’s a baby!

	 

	MOSES

	Are you Bithiah?[2]

	 

	JERUSHA

	Who is Bithiah?

	 

	MOSES

	This is not for your mind. What will you do with this baby?

	 

	JERUSHA

	I don’t know yet.

	 

	MOSES

	The baby is white! The police will kill you—and me, too.

	 

	JERUSHA

	You saw the blanket, not the baby. The baby is Black.

	 

	MOSES

	Take this bag with the Black baby and throw it away. It’s enough for me to have you. Don’t forget why you’re here.

	 

	JERUSHA

	You can’t complain about me. I do everything you ask me to do.

	 

	MOSES

	Why do you smell so bad? Who will want to fuck you?

	 

	JERUSHA

	There’s no hot water in your apartment. I can go to the neighbors, but they want money for a shower.

	 

	MOSES

	You're a smelly pig. Pigs don't need a shower.

	 

	JERUSHA

	I’m a woman, not a pig. It’s not my fault I’m fat.

	 

	MOSES

	You call yourself a woman because you have holes between your legs like a woman has—all other parts are from a pig.

	 

	JERUSHA

	What to do with this baby?

	 

	MOSES

	I told you already.

	 

	JERUSHA

	Don’t cry, baby. I don’t know what to do with you. You need a mama.

	 

	MOSES

	Shut this foundling's mouth.

	 

	JERUSHA

	All children cry because they are children and can't speak.

	 

	MOSES

	Take that shit out of my apartment!

	 

	JERUSHA

	I’ll do it. Let me go to the restroom.

	 

	MOSES

	Leave now! A customer will come soon. I need money, so do it fast! You can’t be late.

	 

	JERUSHA

	I know! Don’t scream.

	 

	MOSES

	You're an ungrateful creature.

	 

	Jerusha takes the bag with the baby and goes outside.

	 

	1. Moses, or Moshe Rabbenu (14-13 BCE), was the most important prophet in Judaism. According to the Torah, the Hebrew name Moses means "to pull out/draw out" (of water).

	 

	2. Moses was born in Egypt to Hebrew parents, who set him afloat on the Nile River in a reed basket to save him from a proclamation calling for the death of all newborn Hebrew males. The Egyptian pharaoh’s daughter, Bithiah, or Bitya (daughter of God), found him in the river and reared him in the Egyptian court.

	 

	After killing a brutal Egyptian taskmaster, Moses fled to Midian (an ancient region in northwestern Arabia on the east shore of the Gulf of Aqaba on the Red Sea), where Yahweh (God) revealed himself in a burning bush and called him to deliver the Israelites from Egypt.

	 

	Helped by his brother Aaron, Moses pleaded with the pharaoh for the Israelites’ release. The pharaoh let them go after Yahweh unleashed a series of plagues in Egypt but sent his army after them. Yahweh parted the waters of the Red Sea to let the Israelites pass and drowned the pursuing Egyptians.

	 

	Ten plagues befell the Egyptians because Ramses II refused to release the Israelites: blood punishment, execution by toads, invasion of midges, punishment by dog flies (gadflies), death of livestock, ulcers and abscesses, thunder, lightning, fiery hail, locust invasion, Egyptian darkness, and death of the firstborn.

	 

	Yahweh made the Mosaic covenant, also known as the Sinaitic covenant, with the Israelites at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19-24) and delivered the Ten Commandments to Moses. The Israelites wandered in the wilderness for forty years until they reached the edge of Canaan. Moses died before he could enter the Promised Land. Many believe that Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible.

	 

	Ten Commandments of God Yahweh: Believe in one Lord God; do not create idols for yourself; do not pronounce the name of the Lord God in vain; always remember the holiness of the Sabbath; honor and respect parents; do not kill; do not commit adultery; do not steal; do not lie; do not envy.

	 

	SCENE THREE

	 

	The wind and snow hit Jerusha in the face.

	 

	A large metal barrel stands on the sidewalk near the house.

	 

	Jerusha goes to the barrel and puts the bag with the baby inside. She pulls her collar up and returns to the building.

	 

	At the entrance from which Jerusha came out stands a Black man without a hat, smoking. He looks at Jerusha, tosses away his cigarette, and enters the building.

	 

	Jerusha runs back to the metal barrel, takes out the bag, and runs.

	 

	SCENE FOUR

	 

	Railroad tracks are intertwined like cobwebs and have no beginning or end. Dirty carriages that look like dead cockroaches, flies, and worms are scattered everywhere.

	 

	Jerusha stands between the rails with a bag and looks around.

	 

	JERUSHA

	Don’t cry, baby. Don’t cry. Why did I find you?

	 

	A cargo train is moving slowly in front of her. The door of one boxcar is open.

	 

	Jerusha runs toward the boxcar and puts the bag with the baby on the boxcar floor.

	 

	A Black man in a winter jacket and a sports hat appears in the boxcar's open door. He holds out his hand to Jerusha.

	 

	Frightened, Jerusha turns her head to the buildings from where she came and runs, trying to grab the Black man’s hand.

	 

	The cargo train speeds up.

	 

	Jerusha runs faster. She loses her shoe but grabs the Black man’s hand and jumps into the boxcar.

	 

	SCENE FIVE

	 

	Jerusha picks up the bag with the baby and looks around.

	 

	A young Black woman in winter clothes sits on the floor at the wall, breastfeeding her baby. Two small children in winter jackets and sports hats sit next to her.

	 

	BLACK MAN

	Dorothy, why is my baby crying?

	 

	JERUSHA

	It’s... my baby.

	 

	DOROTHY

	(to Jerusha)

	Do you have milk?

	 

	JERUSHA

	No.

	 

	DOROTHY

	Is this a boy or a girl?

	 

	JERUSHA

	This is... a girl.

	 

	DOROTHY

	Ishmael! Take your baby from me.

	(breastfeeds Jerusha’s baby)

	What’s your name?

	 

	JERUSHA

	My name is... Windy. It’s not my baby. I found her.

	 

	DOROTHY

	You are the mother.

	 

	JERUSHA

	Where are you heading to?

	 

	DOROTHY

	My husband has friends in New York. It’s a dream city with a good life. Do you have a name for the baby?

	 

	JERUSHA

	No.

	 

	DOROTHY

	What’s your last name?

	 

	JERUSHA

	Brown... I suppose.

	 

	DOROTHY

	Choose a name for the baby. You should—the police might ask.

	 

	JERUSHA

	I’ll call her Stephanie. I like that name.

	 

	DOROTHY

	A white name won’t make your baby white.

	 

	JERUSHA

	Stephanie is a writer. She’s an educated Russian woman. I cleaned her office.

	 

	DOROTHY

	Stick with us. It’s safer when we’re together.

	(to Ishmael)

	Windy wants to travel with us to New York.

	 

	ISHMAEL

	We live in a free country.

	(to Jerusha)

	You’re on your own, and we’re on our own. Do you understand me, sister?

	 

	JERUSHA

	I’m always on my own.

	 

	DOROTHY

	Don’t worry, Windy. He’s a good man.

	 

	ISHMAEL

	(to Dorothy)

	Are you cold?

	 

	DOROTHY

	I’m not cold. I’m hungry. What city are we passing through?

	 

	JERUSHA

	It’s Chicago.[1] I was born here.

	 

	ISHMAEL

	Where’s your family?

	 

	JERUSHA

	They don’t like me.

	 

	DOROTHY

	What did you do wrong?

	 

	JERUSHA

	I’m ugly.

	 

	DOROTHY

	Is that what your father said?

	 

	JERUSHA

	I have no father.

	 

	DOROTHY

	You have a kid. What more do you need?

	 

	ISHMAEL

	Kids don’t care about their parents’ beauty; they love them.

	 

	JERUSHA

	I have always dreamed of traveling.

	 

	ISHMAEL

	It’s too cold. I’ll close the door.

	 

	He gives his baby to Jerusha, goes to the door, and closes it, leaving a small gap for light.

	 

	1. Chicago has many nicknames but is most widely recognized as the "Windy City." The most obvious explanation for the name comes from the breezes that blow off Lake Michigan and sweep through the city’s streets.

	 

	SCENE SIX

	 

	A middle-aged Black man of medium height, wearing glasses, a rumpled black suit, a black tie, and a white shirt, runs down a long, dark corridor.

	 

	He has a large forehead, a fleshy nose, and a bald spot on the top of his head.

	 

	The Black man breathes hard; he looks frightened and sweaty. His heavy-lidded round eyes are wide open.

	 

	Under his arm, he carries a large black briefcase bulging with papers.

	 

	The Black man looks back and presses against the wall.

	 

	An orderly pushes a gurney down the corridor toward him.

	 

	A nurse runs alongside the gurney, holding a dropper with a needle in the patient’s hand.

	 

	She bumps the Black man with her shoulder. Papers fall out of his briefcase.

	 

	The Black man picks up the papers and runs after the gurney.

	 

	SCENE SEVEN

	 

	While trying to close his briefcase, the Black man stops at the nurses’ station.

	 

	BLACK MAN

	(to a nurse)

	My name is... Stefan...

	 

	NURSE

	(to Stefan)

	Wait.

	(into the phone)

	She is not here today. I’m Belinda.

	(listens)

	I'll tell her. Goodbye.

	(to Stefan)

	How can I help you, Mr. Stefan?

	 

	STEFAN

	An ambulance brought my mom here this morning. Which ward is she in? Her name’s Windy Brown.

	 

	BELINDA

	Are you Stefan Brown?

	 

	BLACK MAN

	Yes.

	 

	BELINDA 

	We talked on the phone. Your mom asked me to call you. She’s in ward eight.

	 

	STEFAN

	Thank you.

	 

	Breathing hard, Stefan walks along the corridor.

	 

	SCENE EIGHT

	 

	Stefan enters the ward and sits in the chair next to the bed. 

	 

	A Black woman lies on the bed. She has a swollen face, enlarged veins on her neck, and oxygen tubes in her nose.

	 

	A middle-aged Black nurse with a tray of medicine enters the ward. 

	 

	NURSE

	Hi Windy!

	 

	WINDY

	Hi Rosetta! You run all the time. When can we sit and talk about life and... death?

	 

	ROSETTA

	In a hospital, people don’t die but recover. Silly talk only gets in the way. Who is this young gentleman?

	 

	WINDY

	This is my son.

	 

	ROSETTA

	I’ll not bother you. Don’t forget to take your medicine. Bye for now.

	 

	STEFAN

	Why didn’t you tell Rosetta my name?

	 

	WINDY

	Why are you so excited? It’s not the first time I’ve been in a hospital.

	 

	STEFAN

	I remember when the doctors brought you back to life; you said you were in a long, dark, narrow corridor and saw the light at the end. I was running down this corridor just now.[1]

	 

	WINDY

	The corridor is still in front of my eyes, and I keep running down it and can’t stop.

	 

	STEFAN

	Do you want me to call Rosetta?

	 

	WINDY

	Why didn’t you say hello?

	 

	STEFAN

	Hi Mom. How are you doing?

	 

	WINDY

	I feel better than ever. I’m at home.

	 

	STEFAN

	The hospital is not your home. When will you stop talking nonsense?

	 

	WINDY

	You squint too much. Go to an optometrist, have your eyesight checked, and order stronger glasses. Do you want to be blind like me?

	 

	STEFAN

	Where are your glasses?

	 

	WINDY

	They’re somewhere around here. I don’t read books. I’m already tired of watching TV. I don’t need glasses, but you need them.

	 

	STEFAN

	Why didn’t you call me earlier?

	 

	WINDY

	I don’t like to call when you’re working.

	 

	STEFAN

	What happened? You were in the hospital last month.

	 

	WINDY

	I wasn’t able to breathe. I need to smoke. Help me go outside.

	 

	STEFAN

	Stop smoking. People do everything to be healthy—yoga, swimming, tennis.

	 

	WINDY

	Tennis? I’ll die soon! I’m already tired of going home from this hospital trip. I’ve been smoking all my life; I can’t stop now.

	 

	STEFAN

	Do you want to be healthy or sick?

	 

	WINDY

	I want a brown gravestone, not a black one. Don’t cremate me—it’s scary. No orchestra, either—it’s expensive.

	 

	STEFAN

	Did you think about me?

	 

	WINDY

	Find your love and have a family.

	 

	STEFAN

	We already talked about this. I don’t want a Filipino marriage.

	 

	WINDY

	I’m talking about a Cambodian marriage. Cambodian women are petite, and their skin resembles coffee with milk. They know English well and want to marry an American and live happily together. They say these women are loyal, simple, and unsophisticated. I have an agency phone number.

	 

	STEFAN

	Asian women are lovely, but I don’t want to meet them.

	 

	WINDY

	Why not?

	 

	STEFAN

	They have sly faces; they look at you suspiciously, and I am afraid of them.

	 

	WINDY

	No need! Sarah is right for you. She’s always home, cares about her kids, smokes but doesn’t drink, and likes you. What more do you need? She’ll be a perfect wife for you.

	 

	STEFAN

	At her husband’s funeral, she told me I was like a brother to her. How can I date her?

	 

	WINDY

	Go to Africa. It will be easier for you to find a woman there. African women are beautiful and like kids. Having a lot of kids is great. That’s what you need.

	 

	STEFAN

	I’ll never go to Africa. It’s hot there, with mosquitoes and dirty water. They have no air conditioners! 

	 

	WINDY

	Who told you?

	 

	STEFAN

	Newspapers. I hate summer. Africa isn’t for me.

	 

	WINDY

	Go to Russia. It’s cold there all the time. Russian women are beautiful, too.

	 

	STEFAN

	I don’t speak Russian. I’m Black, and they’re white. How can I find love there?

	 

	WINDY

	Solomon married a Russian woman. They have two boys—such a lovely family.

	 

	STEFAN

	You don’t know his wife.

	 

	WINDY

	We see the wind because the trees are swinging.

	 

	STEFAN

	What do you mean?

	 

	WINDY

	Solomon was always unshaven, uncombed, and frowning. Now, he’s shiny, clean, and smiling.

	 

	STEFAN

	Not like me. Is that what you want to say?

	 

	WINDY

	You’re working too much and have no friends. Change your life; it’s too late for me.

	 

	STEFAN

	You make me scared. You talk like you’re saying goodbye.

	 

	WINDY

	Soon you’ll see me dead.

	 

	STEFAN

	If I see you dead, I'll lie down next to you, and we will travel to heaven together.

	 

	WINDY

	Don’t go to my funeral. Add it to my wish list. You’re young. I know all your problems are because of me.

	 

	STEFAN

	I can’t talk to you today. I want to sit and look at you. Close your eyes and breathe oxygen. It’s better than talking about stupid things.

	 

	WINDY

	Death isn’t a tragedy for me. I’m old and sick, and I did my time. I lived in darkness; you pulled me out into the light. Thanks. Go home. You’re working tomorrow.

	 

	STEFAN

	Do you want me to bring food?

	 

	WINDY

	Bring fried chicken legs and potato wedges. Don’t forget the chocolate donuts from the donut shop on the corner of our street.

	 

	STEFAN

	No, that’s not healthy.

	 

	WINDY

	I’m dying. You can’t say no. Also, I’m still your mother.

	 

	STEFAN

	I’ll bring it tomorrow. Oh… My heart hurts. I need to lose weight. Doctors say all diseases are from being overweight.[2]

	 

	WINDY

	Are you hinting at my weight?

	 

	STEFAN

	And yours, too.

	 

	WINDY

	Did you make an appointment with a cardiologist?

	 

	STEFAN

	I’ll do it when you get well.

	 

	WINDY

	I’ll never get well.

	 

	STEFAN

	You are strong. People like you live long. My heart is made of your material.

	 

	WINDY

	Your heart is not made of my material. Where are my cigarettes?

	 

	STEFAN

	Smoking in the ward is prohibited.

	 

	WINDY

	Give me your hand, my beautiful son. I want to tell you something important. I must.

	 

	STEFAN

	Your health is important, and we will discuss it with your doctor. You must rest now. Stop talking.

	 

	WINDY

	It’s not about me; it’s about you. All these years...

	 

	STEFAN

	We already talked about me; now it will be only about you. Goodbye.

	 

	WINDY

	Be careful when you cross the street!

	 

	STEFAN

	Stop telling me that. I’m not a child.

	 

	WINDY

	Goodbye, my angel. I’m lucky to have you.

	 

	STEFAN

	Sometimes, you’re unbearable. I’ll come tomorrow and take you home.

	 

	WINDY

	Look right and left.

	 

	STEFAN

	I will. Goodbye, Mom.

	 

	Windy straightens the tubes in her nose and closes her eyes.

	 

	1. Most people who have been "clinically dead" (cessation of circulation and respiration) and brought back to life have reported seeing a long tunnel with light at its end. After a cardiac arrest, the human brain is still alive for a few minutes, thanks to its internal oxygen reserves.

	 

	2. Obesity is a chronic disease associated with excess weight, and it’s treatable. 

	 

	People with a body mass index (BMI) greater than or equal to 30 are usually considered obese.

	 

	BMI measures a person's leanness or corpulence based on their height and weight and is intended to quantify tissue mass. 

	 

	The health consequences of being overweight are heart disease, type 2 diabetes, prediabetes, asthma, high blood pressure, obstructive sleep apnea (OSA), high cholesterol, non-alcoholic fatty liver disease (NAFLD), polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS), osteoarthritis (OA), and many others.

	 

	Approximately 2 out of 5 adults in the US are living with obesity, and, for most people, it's challenging to keep the weight off. 

	 

	SCENE NINE

	 

	Stefan sits at the table in crumpled clothes. With red eyes and puffy eyelids, he stares at the pile of documents in front of him.

	 

	An older Black man with a big gold watch and a gold ring on his left hand enters the room. He’s wearing a black suit, white shirt, red tie, and black patent leather shoes.

	 

	STEFAN

	Good morning, Mr. Burr.

	 

	BURR

	I’m sorry for your loss. Do you need help?

	 

	STEFAN

	Oh, no thanks.

	 

	BURR

	You look terrible. What happened to your eyes? Put your glasses on.

	 

	STEFAN

	I lost them. I’ll order new glasses... soon.

	 

	BURR

	I know what it means to lose a mother—I lost mine, too.

	 

	STEFAN

	I haven’t slept well since my mom died. My apartment is so quiet. The door to her room is open, and I keep waiting for her to call me.

	 

	BURR

	My sisters cared about my mom’s stuff when she died. Women are stronger than men. Rent another apartment far from where you live now.

	 

	STEFAN

	What about my neighbors? They’re my mom’s friends. I don’t want to hurt them.

	 

	BURR

	Care about yourself. Start a new life. Your mom died, but I don’t believe she wanted you to die.

	 

	STEFAN

	No, she didn’t want me to die. Mr. Burr... I want to ask you something.

	 

	BURR

	What?

	 

	STEFAN

	Do you think heaven exists? I mean, life after death.[1]

	 

	BURR

	I thought you would ask me for money. How can you think about that? Find a woman and have fun.

	 

	STEFAN

	A woman?

	 

	BURR

	A woman's figure doesn't matter to a man looking for a serious relationship. She should be friendly, easygoing, cheerful, love cooking, and respect her husband's friends.
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