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        Zero Hour

      

      

      
        
        Fired from her lead investigator job, Sasha Zero waits for the city to cut her access to the main AI.

      

        

      
        Instead, she catches a burst transmission not meant for her. Not blurred camcons in the gambling area. Not adjustments for the food processors.

      

        

      
        Something else. Something strange.

      

        

      
        Not her job. Not anymore.

      

        

      
        Except Sasha Zero never knows when to leave well enough alone.

      

        

      
        Even as her time runs out.

      

        

      
        Join Sasha's race against time in Zero Hour, a science fiction/mystery short story.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            Zero Hour

          

        

      

    

    
      The blast pulse seared the wall an inch from Sasha Zero’s head, leaving the stench of scorched steel burning her nostrils. She ducked back farther in the meter wide alcove by the transport tube. Naturally the damn thing was shut down for the night, typical for Minus Penitentiary City to scrimp on costs. Hadn’t they fired her due to budget cuts? Sure they said it was because of her stim use, but who the hell wouldn’t use stims on this godforsaken rock?

      From around the corner, she heard the telltale hum of a high powered laz rifle powering up.

      Shit!

      With enough firepower, that rifle could pulverize the alcove she was hiding in. She glanced left. The wide open corridor curved away. Brightly lit, illuminating the gleaming silver plasti-steel girders and the windows looking out into the dark night. Almost cheerful.

      A nice bright place to die.

      Or she could stay in the alcove and die.

      Or she could jump down the inactive transport tube and die.

      It was so nice to have choices.

      The hum rose in volume and tone. Almost ready to fire. Not many could recognize the subtle tonal gradations of a high powered laz rifle, but she could. Sasha Zero had been one of the top investigators for the City, before they’d fired her.

      If they’d cut her psychic access to the Central AI at midnight like they were supposed to, she wouldn’t be in this mess. Just five damn minutes.

      The pitch of the rifle shrieked.

      Screw it.

      She jumped.
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      They were supposed to cut her access at midnight, and if there was one thing she was looking forward to, it was not having to listen to Buzz, the Central AI, chattering away in her head. None of the other investigators heard it as much as she did, but they weren’t classified as a Psych-One. Most Psych-Ones went into private practice, high priced security firms, or high level government work in the central sector. But Sasha had always believed in helping out closer to home.

      Of course, she had messed up the interviews at those high priced security firms.

      Minor detail.

      Almost as bad as messing up on the job, getting canned, and getting her access cut at midnight.

      Except they didn’t cut it at midnight, they cut it at twelve oh five, just long enough for her to feel the weird burst underlying the regular chatter from the AI.

      Just long enough to realize it was an illegal subroutine, designed to circumvent the AI and enough of a burst for her to realize it wasn’t something tiny like blurring the camcoms in the gambling section or adjusting the food processors for larger portions.

      So if it wasn’t small, what was it?

      It wasn’t her job any more. She had a shuttle scheduled in the morning to get off this rock and head to Dramar Central where she could bunk with her sister and listen to endless haranguing about how she should get a real job.

      Like lead investigator in the city wasn’t a real job, it just didn’t pay the dividends that her sister approved of.

      She could record a report to Carmody and leave it for him to deal with in the morning because it was still his job. Maybe he’d actually look into it, between his own trips to the gambling rooms.
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