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			Introduction

		

		
			Have you ever had to say goodbye to someone who mattered more to you than you could put into words? Maybe it was a grandparent who sat you down and told you things they wanted you to remember, things about your family, about life, about what really matters when everything else falls away. Maybe it was a coach or a teacher who pulled you aside on the last day of school and said something you’ve never forgotten. Maybe it was a friend who was moving away, and you both knew that whatever you said in those final minutes would have to last a long time.

			There’s a weight to last words. People don’t waste them. When someone knows they’re running out of time, they don’t talk about the weather. They talk about the things that matter most. They say what they’ve been meaning to say. They hold nothing back.

			That’s the book of Deuteronomy. It’s the last words of the most important leader Israel ever had, spoken to the people he loved, on the last day of his life.

			Where We Are in the Story

			To understand Deuteronomy, you need to know what came before it. In Genesis, God made a promise to a man named Abraham: his descendants would become a great nation, inherit a land of their own, and bless the entire world. Abraham believed the promise, but he never saw it fulfilled. Neither did his son or his grandson.

			In Exodus, Abraham’s descendants had grown into the nation of Israel, but they were slaves in Egypt. God raised up Moses, sent ten devastating plagues, and led his people out through the Red Sea. He brought them to Mount Sinai, gave them the Ten Commandments, and made a covenant with them. Then he told them to build a tabernacle, a tent where his presence would dwell right in the middle of their camp.

			In Leviticus, God explained how a sinful people could live in the presence of a holy God. Every sacrifice, every ritual, every law existed to answer one question: how can God dwell among us without destroying us?

			In Numbers, everything fell apart. Israel reached the border of the Promised Land but refused to enter because they were afraid of the people living there. God’s response was devastating: that entire generation would die in the wilderness. For forty years, Israel wandered in circles while a generation of rebels grew old and died. Only their children would inherit the promise.

			Now comes Deuteronomy. The forty years are over. The old generation is gone. A new generation stands on the plains of Moab, east of the Jordan River, close enough to see the land God promised Abraham five hundred years earlier. The tabernacle is behind them. The Jordan is in front of them. And Moses, the man who led them out of Egypt, through the sea, and across the desert, is about to die.

			He knows it. God has told him. Because of his own failure to honor God at a critical moment, Moses will not be crossing the Jordan with his people. He will see the Promised Land from a mountaintop, but he will never set foot in it.

			So Moses does the only thing he can do. He gathers the entire nation, every man, woman, child, and foreigner among them, and he preaches. He preaches like a man who knows these are the last words anyone will ever hear from him. He retells their story. He restates the law. He warns them, pleads with them, challenges them, and pours out everything he has into one final, passionate appeal.

			Deuteronomy is that appeal.

			What You’re About to Read

			The name “Deuteronomy” comes from a Greek word meaning “second law.” But that’s a little misleading. This isn’t a second set of rules. It’s a second telling of the same law, repreached by Moses to a generation that needs to hear it for themselves. Think of it less as a legal document and more as a farewell sermon from a preacher who has been ministering to this congregation for four decades.

			The book breaks into three major speeches, followed by a series of closing events.

			Moses’ first speech (chapters 1–4) looks backward. He retells the story of Israel’s journey from Sinai to Moab, reminding the new generation of their parents’ failures and of God’s faithfulness despite those failures. He warns them not to forget what God has done and not to repeat the mistakes of the past.

			Moses’ second speech (chapters 5–28) is the longest and most important section. It restates the Ten Commandments, introduces the most famous prayer in Jewish history—“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength”—and then works out what loyalty to God looks like in every corner of life: worship, justice, leadership, family, business, war, and care for the poor. It ends with the blessings that will follow obedience and the curses that will follow rebellion, laid out in devastating detail.

			Moses’ third speech (chapters 29–30) is the emotional climax of the book. Moses renews the covenant with this generation and delivers some of the most powerful words in all of Scripture: “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life.”

			The final chapters (31–34) record Moses’ last actions: commissioning Joshua as his successor, writing down the law, teaching the people a song to remember, blessing the twelve tribes, and climbing Mount Nebo to see the land he will never enter. Then Moses dies. And God buries him in a grave no one has ever found.

			

			Why This Book Matters

			You might be thinking: a book of sermons from three thousand years ago? Why should I care?

			Because Jesus quoted Deuteronomy more often than any other book in the Old Testament. When Satan tempted Jesus in the wilderness, every single answer Jesus gave came from Deuteronomy. When someone asked Jesus which commandment was the greatest, he quoted Deuteronomy. This book mattered to Jesus more than almost any other. If it shaped the way he understood God, resisted temptation, and defined his mission, it’s worth your attention too.

			But Deuteronomy also matters because it speaks directly to a problem every generation faces: the danger of forgetting. Moses knew that the generation standing before him was passionate today but might be indifferent tomorrow. He knew that prosperity has a way of making people forget where they came from. He knew that the children of believers don’t automatically believe. Faith has to be taught. It has to be passed on. It has to be chosen.

			That’s why Moses keeps saying “remember” and “don’t forget.” That’s why he tells parents to talk about God’s commands when they sit at home and walk along the road, when they lie down and when they get up. That’s why he writes the law on stones, teaches the people a song, and commissions Joshua in front of the whole nation. He’s doing everything in his power to make sure the truth outlasts him.

			And underneath it all, Deuteronomy is about something beautifully simple: God wants to be with his people. The covenant, the laws, the warnings, the blessings, the curses, all of it exists because the God of the universe looked at a nation of former slaves and said, “You are mine. I love you. Stay close.”

			Before You Begin

			Deuteronomy is not a difficult book to read, but it does have some features worth knowing about.

			There’s repetition. Moses says the same things more than once, sometimes in nearly the same words. That’s not sloppy writing. It’s preaching. When something matters enough, you say it again. And again.

			There’s hard content. The blessings and curses of chapter 28 are among the most intense passages in the Bible. The command to drive out the Canaanites raises real questions. We’ll address these honestly as they come.

			And there’s a death at the end that will hit harder than you expect. Moses has been the voice of these first five books of the Bible since Exodus 2. When he climbs that mountain for the last time, you’ll feel it.

			But most of all, there’s grace. Deuteronomy is sometimes dismissed as a book of law, but from beginning to end it’s a book about a God who rescues people who don’t deserve it, stays with people who keep wandering away, and offers life to people who keep choosing death.

			That’s the God Moses wants you to meet.

			So here we are, standing on the plains of Moab with two million Israelites and one old prophet who’s running out of time. The Jordan is ahead. The land is waiting. And Moses has a few things left to say. Let’s listen.

			Turn the page.
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			Remember the Road

		

		
			Jules Verne wrote a novel in 1872 about a wealthy Englishman named Phileas Fogg who makes a wild bet: he can travel around the entire world in eighty days. The whole book is a race against time. Fogg and his servant Passepartout hop from steamships to trains to elephants to wind-powered sleds, running into disaster after disaster, missing connections, getting arrested, losing days they can’t afford to lose. At every turn, it looks like they won’t make it. And what makes the story so gripping is how tight the schedule is. Eighty days to circle the globe. Not a day to waste.

			Now imagine the opposite problem. Imagine a journey that should have taken eleven days but somehow stretched into forty years. Not because the terrain was impossible. Not because there were no roads. But because the people making the trip refused to trust the God who was leading them.

			That’s the story Moses tells in the opening chapters of Deuteronomy. And he’s not telling it for the first time. He’s telling it again, to a generation that needs to hear it before they make the same mistakes.

			Moses’ Farewell

			Deuteronomy opens on the edge of the Promised Land. The Israelites are camped on the plains of Moab, east of the Jordan River, so close to Canaan they could practically see the vineyards. Forty years have passed since God brought them out of Egypt. The tabernacle has traveled with them every step of the way. The pillar of cloud and fire has guided them through the wilderness. And now, finally, a new generation stands where their parents once stood, facing the same choice their parents faced.

			But there’s a problem. Most of this generation was too young to remember the big events. They didn’t see the Red Sea part. They don’t remember the thunder at Sinai. They were toddlers, or not yet born, when their parents made the decision that changed everything. They’ve grown up in the desert, eating manna and following a cloud, but they may not fully understand why they’ve been out here so long or what went wrong the first time.

			Moses knows he’s about to die. God has already told him he won’t be crossing the Jordan. So before he leaves the stage, he does what any good preacher or teacher would do: he gathers the people and tells them the story. Their story. From the beginning.

			That’s what Deuteronomy is. The name means “second law,” but it’s not really a second set of rules. It’s Moses’ farewell sermon, his final set of speeches to the people he’s led for four decades. He’s not just repeating old information. He’s preaching. He’s pleading. He’s begging this new generation to learn from the past and choose a different path.

			And it all starts with a history lesson.

			The Eleven-Day Journey

			Moses begins by taking the people back to Mount Sinai, which Deuteronomy calls Horeb. That’s where God first spoke to Israel, gave them the Ten Commandments, and made a covenant with them. After about a year camped at that mountain, God told them it was time to move. “You have stayed long enough at this mountain,” he said. “Turn and take your journey. Go to the hill country of the Amorites and take possession of the land I swore to give your fathers.”

			The journey from Horeb to the southern border of Canaan, a place called Kadesh Barnea, was about eleven days on foot. Eleven days. That’s it. God had already promised them the land. He had already shown them his power in Egypt. All they had to do was trust him, march forward, and take what he was giving them.

			They didn’t.

			Moses reminds the people of what happened next. When they reached Kadesh Barnea, they sent twelve spies into the land to check it out. The spies came back with an encouraging report about the land itself: it was good, fertile, everything God had promised. But ten of the twelve spies were terrified by the people living there. “They’re stronger than us,” they said. “The cities are huge and fortified. We even saw giants.”

			And that was enough. The Israelites panicked. They didn’t just get nervous; they turned on God. They grumbled in their tents and said something stunning: “It is because the Lord hates us that he brought us out of Egypt, to hand us over to the Amorites to be destroyed.”

			Think about that for a second. The God who sent plagues to free them, who parted the sea to save them, who fed them bread from heaven and carried them through the desert like a father carries his child on his back, and they accused him of hating them. All because the obstacles in front of them looked bigger than the God behind them.

			Moses tried to talk them down. “Don’t be terrified,” he said. “The Lord your God, who goes before you, will fight for you, just as he did in Egypt, before your very eyes.” He reminded them of everything they’d seen. The fire. The cloud. The daily provision. God had never failed them. Not once.
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