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			How to Lead Your Wayward Children Back to the Lord

			The subject of this booklet is how to bring your wayward children back to the Lord. I do not mean little children; I mean children who are already grown and away from home, from teenagers to old people. They may be into drugs, alcohol, sex, or homosexuality. 

			You may feel responsible for your children’s rebellion. That might be true, but feeling like a failure the rest of your life will not fix the situation.

			First, my qualifications. I am now 89 years old. I was married for 58 and a half years before Bessie went to be with the Lord six years ago. We have four children (three sons and a daughter), fifteen grandchildren, and 26 great-grandchildren. It looks to me like everyone is walking in the light. 

			The basis for my teaching is first from the Bible, then observing other families who seemed to do it right, then my own experience as a parent, and sixty years of giving both preventative and corrective teaching to families. 

			In homes where there is child abuse, divorced parents, alcohol or drugs in the family, the reasons for children rebelling are obvious. There is a common thread to all of these examples: the child is not loved or thinks he is not loved. He may not have a measuring stick to find out how short he is on love, but he knows he has been short-changed. He needs more love. His rebellion may start in junior high, or he may wait until he leaves home or is in college. 

			However, similar rebellion also happens when there are no drugs, abuse, or divorce in the home. It happens in evangelical families, when three out of four kids seem to be walking in the light. 

			There are many effective ministries to wild kids from dysfunctional non-Christian families: Youth for Christ, Young Life, and others (to their parents). There do not seem to be as many ministries to the wayward children of Christian parents. This essay is addressed to these families, to the parents and brothers and sisters of wayward children.

			Here are two portions of Scripture that have to do with the goodness and badness of children:

			Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me; and shewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me, and keep my commandments. (Exod. 20:5-6 KJV)

			Know therefore that the Lord thy God, he is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations. (Deut. 7:9)

			In non-Christian families, it is easy to find examples of three or four generations where the iniquity of the fathers has been visited upon them. For Christian families who love and obey God, there is a promise of showing lovingkindness to a thousand generations. However, we do not see the results of the promise to the same degree. We see children or grandchildren going out into the world away from Christian families. This would not have happened if their parents had loved God and obeyed His commands.

			Some parents will say they do not understand their child’s rebellion, because “We did everything right,” or, “We think we did everything right. It is the fault of our son or daughter.” That is a possibility, but it is not likely, because the promise of a thousand generations is given on the condition of parents loving and obeying God. 

			See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes. He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total destruction. (Mal. 4:5-6)

			And he will go on before the Lord, in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the parents to their children and the disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous—to make ready a people prepared for the Lord. (Luke 1:17)

			The Angel Gabriel identified the fulfillment of Malachi’s prophecy to be John the Baptist when he told Zacharias that Zacharias’ wife would be pregnant and have a son. “And he shall go before him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the Lord” (Luke 1:17). If the hearts of the children are not turned to the fathers, and the hearts of the fathers are not turned to the children, the land might be smitten with a curse. John the Baptist was given the assignment to turn their hearts. 

			If we turn the hearts of the fathers to the children and the hearts of the children to the fathers, we find that the results today are the same as they were in the New Testament times. 
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